


 

 

Ramblings of a Parish Priest: 

 

Dear Fellow Disciples, 
 

This Labor Day weekend had me thinking of the great 
encyclical by one of my favorite Popes, Rerum 
Novarum of Pope Leo XIII (1891). In this 
groundbreaking encyclical, Pope Leo discusses the 
rights and duties of workers, employers, and the 
government. During this time the world was 
experiencing the industrial revolution and many 
political changes. Socialism was offering some ideas 
that seemed good, but really became harmful to those 
who thought it would be helpful. Pope Leo XIII saw 
that amid all these changes, the poor were remaining 
poor (or worst, becoming poorer) and the rich were 
only becoming richer. There was obviously a problem 
and our Holy Father brought about some wisdom for 
the ages.  
 

Some highlights from this document, which I highly 
recommend everyone to read, are the following: the 
right to private property, the right to organize, the 
dignity of the human person, the centrality of the 
family, religious freedom, the rights of workers, and 
the role of the government in protecting these rights. 
There’s a lot more in the document, but I can only 
focus on so much in one page. Here is my attempt to 
summarize the encyclical for you on this day where 
we celebrate the gift that is human labor. 
 

To be able to work is a gift that promotes human 
dignity. The ability to work allows for one to feel part 
of society, contribute to the building up of society, the 
satisfaction of providing for ones needs and the needs 
of their family, and work allows us to exercise our free 
will. Almighty God has given each of us unique gifts 
that we are called to use to build the Kingdom of God 
(remember a parable about talents? Matthew 25: 14-
30). By sharing our talents for both work and charity, 
we contribute to society and building up the Kingdom. 
Everyone wants to feel “needed” as part of our human 
nature. When we feel “needed” we in turn feel more 
“human.” We all want to contribute to society in 
positive ways. Being able to work upholds our human 
dignity.  
 

Because we’re all called to protect and uphold human 
dignity for all people from conception to natural 
death, this means that the relationship between 
employers and employees must be one of mutual love 
and respect. Rerum Novarum promotes the right of 
people to own private property. This means the 
employer is allowed and encouraged to make a profit, 
but they also need to make sure their employees are 
taken care of and making a livable wage as well. 
Remember, Pope Leo XIII was trying to stop the 
trends of the poor getting poorer while the rich get  

 
 

richer. Employers can make their large profits as long as 
their employees are taken care of. If the employees are 
not taken care of, then those employees have the right 
to organize themselves and bargain for a better 
arrangement with their employer. Obviously, the Holy 
Father makes it clear that peaceful means of organizing 
and bargaining are to be used. Employees shouldn’t 
burn down the factory or shoot their boss. Only peace 
can bring about true unity.  
 

Two of my favorite words were famously called on by 
Pope Leo XII: Subsidiarity and Solidarity. The principal of 
subsidiarity asks disciples of Jesus to solve problems at 
the most local level. When you have a problem at work, 
you don’t run to the CEO. First, you go directly to the 
person causing the problem. If that doesn’t work, you go 
to the manager or supervisor. If that doesn’t work, you 
go to the director or department head. The last person 
you go to is the CEO. Subsidiarity promotes human 
dignity by not “passing over” people. Solidarity is our call 
to be with those who are suffering. This weekend, as we 
celebrate the gift of labor, remember those who live in 
countries where there is not enough labor to go around. 
Solidarity is best practiced by living close to that 
situation. Donate an entire paycheck, if you can, to a 
homeless shelter or food pantry to be in solidarity with 
those who do not have a regular paycheck. Fast for an 
entire day to be in solidarity with those who go hungry 
every day. Solidarity is a challenge to remind ourselves 
that not everyone is as blessed as we are.  
 

Finally, Pope Leo XIII also discusses that while private 
property, the right to work, the common good, and 
providing for our families are good things, we are not 
made for this world. It’s good to have a house, car, 
education, food to eat, etc.; however, our goal must 
always be heaven. As a priest once told me, “There is 
only one luggage rack on a hearse.” We can’t take the 
house, cars, boats, vacation homes, etc. with us when 
we go. Even our un-spent communion money will stay 
behind. We’re made for more than this world. It is best 
to spend our limited time on earth preparing for eternity 
in heaven.  
 

For those who are blessed to have a job and labor, be 
grateful to God for this gift and your job. For those 
struggling to find labor, contact Catholic Charities and 
search the Archdiocese website, there’s always a parish 
hiring somebody. If I or St. Edward can help in any way, 
please reach out.  
 

Happy Labor Day, 
 
 
Fr. Dom 

 





NEXT WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE 

MASS PRESIDER LECTOR 
EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTER 
SERVERS 

Saturday 
September 11          4:30 PM 

Fr. Dominic 
Deacon Smith 

Tony Weyers 
Bob Anderson Christine Geraghty No Servers 

Sunday 
September 12        8:00 AM 

Fr. McIlhone 
Deacon Mike 

Vince Meno 
Mary Ann Dardugno Richard Wedgbury No Servers 

Sunday 
September 12         9:30 AM Fr. Kehoe 

David O’Donnell 
Alfonso Aguirre Jennifer Hegener No Servers 

Sunday 
September 12        11:00 AM 

Fr. Dominic Clemente 
Deacon Seth 

Lilia Cruzat Lilia Cruzat G. Kopecky 
I. Kopecky 

 

Youth Ministry Schedule 

 
 

September 5- No Youth Group - Labor Day Weekend  
September 12- Mass & CHOSEN episode 4 
September 19- NET Retreat! 12:00-6:00pm 
September 26- Mass & CHOSEN episode 5 

October 3- Mass & CHOSEN episode 6 
October 10- No Youth Group – Columbus Day 

Weekend 
October 17- Mass & CHOSEN episode 7 
October 24- Mass & CHOSEN episode 8 

October 31- No Youth Group – Halloween 
 

Youth Group meets in the Church and Unity Hall.  
Any teen in 8th through 12th grade are welcome. 

MINISTER OF CARE TRAINING 
(and re-training for those already active) 
 

We’ve seen a growing need for Ministers of Care to 
visit the sick and homebound, bringing them the 
Eucharist, and praying with them. We are in need 
of more people to give their time and become a 
Minister of Care.  
 

Qualifications: 
• Attends Holy Mass every Sunday. 
• Prays daily. 
• Available on weekday mornings and afternoons is 
a plus. 

• Patient and kind with the elderly and those who 
are sick.  

• A desire to serve others. 
 

Expectations 
• Visit your person/people weekly, bringing them 
the Eucharist, and visiting with them.  

• Regularly checking in with the parish office on 
how your person/people are doing. 

• A yearly training session. 
• Yearly retreat day scheduled by the parish.  

 

Training Date:  
Wednesday, August 25  

7:00pm, Unity Hall.  
 
 

RSVP to Fr. Dom by e-mailing:  
frclemente@stedparish.org 



 PRO-LIFE FOOD DRIVE 
 

This weekend, September 
4th and 5th we will have 
our monthly Pro-Life Food 
Drive for  St. Thomas of 
Canterbury Food Pantry. 
Please bring non-
perishable Food items, 
cleaning supplies, paper 
products and personal 

hygiene items to the vestibule before or 
after Mass.  Thank you for your continuing 
generosity. 

 

 

Sunday, September 5 
Family Fellowship, 10:30am 
Convent Garden 
 
Monday, September 6 – Labor Day 
Rectory Office Closed 
No School 
Scouts BSA Meeting, 7:00pm 
Unity Hall 
 
Tuesday, September 7 
Family Faith Formation Parent Meeting, 
6:30pm 
Unity Hall 
Theology & Cigars, 8:00pm 
Unity Hall 
 
Wednesday, September 8 
Legion of Mary Meeting, 9:00am 
Rectory Hall 
Nativity of Mary Mass & Social, 7:00pm 
Church & Unity Hall 
 
Thursday, September 9 
 
Friday, September 10 
 
Saturday, September 11 
20th Anniversary Mass of 9/11 & BBQ, 
4:30pm 
Parking Lot (Church & Unity Hall if raining) 
 
Sunday, September 12 
Youth Ministry, 7:00pm 
Church & Unity Hall 

New jackpot: $8,000! Congratulations to this week's $50  
winner, Gina Rosetti with Card #2, the Queen of Diamonds. 
Get your tickets for next week's drawing at the rectory, from 
O'Donnell's, after weekend Masses, and online at  
https://stedparish.org/king-of-hearts  







Tickets for the STEP Club are available in the 
vestibule of the church, from the rectory office 
or online. For more information visit the parish 
website at www.stedparish.org.  

FIRST FRIDAY HEALING MASS 
7:00pm in Church 
 

Every First Friday we have Eucharistic 
Adoration from 9:00am-6:30pm, Benediction 
at 6:30pm, and a Healing Mass at 7:00pm. 
 

All are welcome to attend the Healing Mass 
and receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick. The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
can be received by any baptized Catholic who 
is suffering in mind, body, or sprit.  

WOMAN’S GROUP MEETING 
NEXT MONDAY! 
 

The St. Edward Parish Women's Group will 
meet on Monday, September 13, at 7 p.m. in 
the rectory meeting room. This month's 
spiritual guide is St. Teresa of Avila.  All  
women of the parish are welcome! 

THEOLOGY & CIGARS – THIS TUESDAY! 
8:00pm in Unity Hall 
All men of the parish (age 21+) are welcome to 
join this discussion group. No experience 
necessary. We meet at 8:00pm in Unity Hall 
every first Tuesday of the month.  

PARISH PILGRIMAGE  
to St. Josephat Basilica in Milwaukee, WI. 

Wednesday, September 15, 9:30am-5:30pm 
 

Join Fr. Dom and our new Director of Faith Formation,  
Paul Minarik, on a pilgrimage to St. Josephat Basilica!  

We will tour this beautiful church, celebrate Holy Mass,  
and stop for lunch. The cost of the pilgrimage is $10.00 
(covers gas – lunch is on your own) and must be paid  

when signing up. Space is limited on our parish bus. Sign  
up in the rectory office. We will stop at a Culvers (or  

something equivalent) for lunch. 
 

*Please note, you will be required to wear a mask on the 
bus per Archdiocese and State of Illinois COVID guidelines* 

NATIVITY of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
The Legion of Mary active members invite out auxiliary 
members and all of our Parishioners to join us as we 
celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
Wednesday, September 8th. We will start at 6:30 P.M 
with the Legion prayers and rosary followed by Mass at 
7:00 P.M. There will be Birthday cake afterwards in Unity 
Hall. If you have ever wondered what the Legion of Mary is 
all about or what we do; now is the time to come and find 
out. 
 
The birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary marked the beginning 
of salvation and may her Feast  Day serve to obtain peace 
for our world. 



Saturday, September 4 
8:30AM  Kate & Ben Olson 
4:30PM Barbara McDonagh 
 
Sunday, September 5 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
8:00AM †Sr. Venesanda 
 Edward Finkenstadt 
9:30AM †Robert Schmidt 
 †Oliver Cambare 
11:00AM †Grazia D’Agostino 
 †James Patrick Dolan 
 
Monday, September 6 
8:30AM All Souls in Purgatory 
 Fernando Avalos 
 
Tuesday, September 7 
8:30AM †Marietha Dardugno 
 Linda Adamowski 
 Maria Gina Naga 
 
Wednesday, September 8 
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
8:30AM   All Children 
 Rocio Hernandez 
 31st Wedding Anniversary 

of Maria Gina & Nelson  
 Naga 
 
Thursday, September 9 
St. Peter Claver, Priest 
8:30AM †Mary Szymanska 
 †Carmelita & Eugenio 

 Ricardo 
 
Friday, September 10 
8:30AM †Sister Maria Veneranda 
 Robert Rivera 
 
Saturday, September 11 
8:30AM  †Daniel Conlan 
 John Michael Naga 
4:30PM †All Who Died on 9/11 
 Florence Sampaolesi 
 
Sunday, September 12 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
8:00AM Daniela Corty 
9:30AM †James P. Dolan 
11:00AM †Grazia D’Agostino 
 †Marie Dardugono 

Roger Africa 
Mary Lou Agronomoff 
Nathan Devan Arceo 
Mary Anne Asakura 
William Finkenstadt 
Fr. Erwin Friedl 
Henry Hammersten  
Maureen Hughes 
Agnes Keresztes   
Marianne Kramer 
Elizabeth Rose Lyuksemburg 
Gloria Mercado 
Richard Pasierbowicz 
Margaret Pitts 
Kathy Schreiber 
Kathy Sugars 

       Lourdes Vidal  
 

Juan Hernandez 
Collin John Jones 
1st Lt. Randall Kester 
Craig Lensegrav,  
Ryan C. Loy 
Daniel McCright 
Joselito R. Mercado 
Shane Murray 
Sean Mayerbock 
Sean O’Connor 
Gretel Ypil, Odon 
Matthew Olker 
Danny Oresky,  
Gavin Sustek SFC 
Edward Swartz 
Danielle Ulrich 
Rachel Vega 

       Brian West 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parish office 
4350 W. Sunnyside Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60630 
(773) 545-6496 
Mon.- Fri. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sat.  & Sun.  By Appointment 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Dominic M. Clemente, Jr. 
frclemente@stedparish.org 
 

Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Mike McManus 
deaconmike@stedparish.org 
Rev. Mr. Seth Arnold 
sarnold@usml.edu  
 

Retired Priests in Residence 
Fr. James P. Kehoe 
Fr. James P. McIlhone 
Fr. Joseph C. Taylor 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
Fr. Michael J. Cronin 
 

School Principal 
Sara Lasica 
principal@stedwardschool.com  
 

Director of Faith Formation 
Paul Minarik  
paul@stedparish.org  
 

Director of Operations 
Mark Besztery  
mark@stedparish.org  
 

Director of Communications & Develop-
ment 
Margaret Hemma 
margaret@stedparish.org 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Richard Schwegel 
richard@stedparish.org 
 

Bookkeeper 
Donna Borman 
businessoffice@stedparish.org 
 

Maintenance Engineers  
Alex Hodge 
alex@stedparish.org 
Bill Joesel 
billjoesel@stedparish.org 
 

On-Line 
Website:    www.stedparish.org 
Facebook: @StEdParish 
Instagram: @StEdParish 
 

School 
(773) 736-9133 
4343 W. Sunnyside Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60630                                        

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30 pm 
 (Church open at 4:00 pm) 

 

Sunday Masses at 8:00, 9:30 & 11 am  
(Church open at 7:30 am) 

 

Monday-Saturday: Mass at 8:30 am 
(Church open at 8:00 am) 

 

Confessions Saturday:  
12:00-1:00 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations  
Kathleen (Creighton) and Joe Burgess 

on your wedding! 

New School Year –  

New Routines! 
 

As a new school year begins, this is often a 
time of year to re-start, or begin, good 

habits! It may be a better sleep schedule, 
managing our time to be more productive, 

getting to the gym, etc. It’s not just 
students who need the routine and good 

habits, we adults do too! 
 

Here are some Spiritual Habits to re-start 
or begin with this new school year. We 
don’t need to wait for Advent, Lent, or 

New Years. Begin today! 
 

• Pray Daily! Start with five minutes of 
silent prayer and slowly work your way 
up to a Holy Hour.  

• Read the Sacred Scriptures daily! Here 
are the books to start with: Gospel of 
Mark, Gospel of Luke, and Acts of the 
Apostles. Once you finish those three, 
come talk to Fr. Dom or Fr. Jim. 

• Attend Holy Mass during the week 
(Monday-Saturday) either in person or 
online. This is obviously in addition to 
Sunday Mass. 

• Pray the Rosary daily! It takes 15 minutes. 
Pray it together with your family. Do this 
as part of your daily prayer time. 

• Fast from meat (or another food/drink) 
on Fridays. This practice doesn’t only 
have to be during Lent. 

• Volunteer monthly to serve the poor. 
There are tons of places in Chicago that 
need help! 

• Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
every 4-6 weeks. We hear confessions 
every Saturday at 12:00pm in Church.  

• Walk or ride your bike to Church instead 
of driving – help the environment! 

• Take advantage of our paper recycling 
bin! You can recycle paper and 
cardboard products right next to our 
school building.  

• Join a ministry here at St. Ed’s! Check the 
website for our various ministries. 

• Invite someone to join you for Holy Mass 
here at St. Edward. Help us evangelize 
our community! 

 
These are some simple suggestions of 

good habits to start or rekindle as a new 
school year begins. Try as many as you 

can! If you fail, no worries, just try again! 

This week begins the Season of Creation, which continues 
through the Feast of St. Francis on October 4.  We invite you 
to join us in our call to care for God’s creation through prayer, 
education, action, and reflection.  
 
Contact Kristen Schenk schenkkm@gmail.com,  
Patrick Murphy padraig_murphy@hotmail.com, or  
Jenny Snyder litgensnyder@yahoo.com to learn more about 
our newly formed Green Team and/or to join this ministry. 
We’ll have more information soon about several exciting 
events in coming weeks, and we invite you to use this prayer 
(adapted from the Laudato Si Action Platform) in your own 
home throughout the Season of Creation. 

 
 
God of Creation, we pray for our Church leaders, 
parishes, all people of goodwill, and ourselves, that we 
will be attentive to the cry of the Earth. Empower and 
enable us to promote clean energy, ensure clean air 
and water for all, and protect your creation and its 
biodiversity and climate. May we re-discover our 
original vocation as stewards of our common home 
and of one another. Amen.  
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Jennifer L. Kanik 

Law Offices of Terrence Kennedy, Jr. 

Specializing in REAL ESTATE TAX APPEALS 

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

312-641-0100 | jkanik@kennedytaxappeals.com 
Parishioner - Class of 2000

TOHLE FUNERAL HOME
4325 W. LAWRENCE AVE. AT LOWELL 
Serving St. Edward’s Parish Since 1940 
Pre-Need Funeral Planning Available 
PH (773) 685-4400 • tohlefuneralhome.com 
Kenneth C. Halter, Director

Pete’s Automotive Inc. 
Special/Oil • Lube • Filter
All Services & Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic

Towing & Snow Plowing
773-725-3030

5413 W Higgins ASE Certified

 
Maribel Tirado - Portrait Photographer 

(773) 505-2631 
m.tirado.photography@gmail.com 

mtiradophotography.com 
facebook: @m.tiradophotography

MIKE SALADINO
MANAGING BROKER

773.459.1119
mike@saladinosells.com
SaladinoSells.com

As an afliate of Homes for Heroes, 
I rebate a portion of my commission directly 
back to my Hero clients { Military, Law Enforcement, 
Healthcare, EMS, Firefighter, Teacher } at closing.

T H E

SELLS TEAM

TOP PRODUCER
TEAM 
2015-20202017-2018 TOP PRODUCER TEAM

 
Asbestos Abatement

Lead Abatement
Mold Remediation
Interior Demolition

Mechanical Insulation
Construction

6640 99th Pl. • Chicago Ridge, IL 
P 708-442-5823

www.celticenvironmental.com

Chicago Appliance Service
Repairing All Appliances Since 1957

* Most makes and models *

Albert Iwaniec, Class of 1976 

(773) 968-5015

• Refridgerators • Freezers • Dishwashers • Ovens • Ranges 
 • Icemakers • Washers • Dryers • And More

FREE Service Calls 
With Most Repairs*

Contact Nick Derkacz 
 to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jacobs Boiler &  
Mechanical Industries, Inc.
BOILER INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS

A Family Business Since 1922 

(773) 385-9900 

www.jacobsboiler.com

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTOR

Quality Service Since 1997

(708) 361-5566
alltypeselevators.com

5917 W. Irving Park Rd 

Chicago, IL 60634

(773) 777-3944 • www.gffh.com


