


 

 

Ramblings of a Parish Priest: 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Twenty years ago, I sat in my 6th grade science class 
when my principal came on the PA system and asked us 
to stop what we were doing and pray for those who died 
in a plane crash in New York. Not long after that, I was 
back in my homeroom (where our teacher had the news 
on our classroom TV), and my classmates and I watched 
the second plane hit the tower. I can remember, like 
many of us old enough to have memories, everything I 
did that day from the rest of school to being at home 
with my parents. I remember some of the conversations 
my friends and I had, especially friends who had parents 
working downtown. I remember how quiet it was the 
days after when there were no planes coming in and out 
of O’Hare (I grew up close to the airport). Out of all the 
memories, what I’m most proud of remembering is the 
unity we all had among ourselves. That day, and the 
weeks and months that followed, I don’t remember 
fighting between liberals and conservatives; democrats 
and republicans; “my president” and “your president” 
language; or anything publicly divisive.  
 

In fact, I remember the public push to continue living life 
“normally” by finishing the block party season, going to 
concerts, baseball games, etc. to show that our American 
lives won’t be interrupted by an act of terrorism.  Every 
house on my block and almost all in my neighborhood 
had American flags out, candles in windows, ribbons 
around trees, and other gestures of unity. Certainly, there 
were divisions and arguments over question of starting a 
war and what “just” retaliation should look like; however, 
those debates didn’t diffuse or negate the unity we had 
as fellow Americans who mourned together after these 
awful attacks.  
 

Social media, normal media, and regular conversations 
are full of divisive language that destroys communities. 
The list of “trigger words” that set someone off is almost 
the entire Websters Dictionary. Division is what seems to 
sell people to follow a certain news media group, 
celebrity, or social media platform. Division has even 
made its way into our One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church with Bishops publicly debating with other Bishops 
(our own Cardinal being one of the aggressive 
antagonists); priests being uncharitable on social media; 
various church leaders, both in the clergy and the lay 
faithful, spreading lies and gossip about other members 
of the Body of Christ. Any culture that breeds division is 
bound to die. We must start turning the tide toward a 
culture of unity that seeks communion, not division.  
 

How can we start to build a culture of unity and 
communion? Think back twenty years ago to September 
12 and beyond with every house having an American flag 
outside, a candle in their window, and ribbons on the 
trees. What are signs of unity we can promote today?  
Here are some suggestions: 
 

• Grow in the virtue of humility. Pray the Litany of Humility 
daily! Look it up. It’s a powerful prayer. By growing in this 
virtue, it will help you to know that not everyone needs to 
hear your opinion. It will remind you that you don’t have 
the “magic words” to change someone’s mind. It will also 
help you to forgive someone who offends you rather than 
“cancel” them. What’s the best way to grow in humility? 
Receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly 
(every 6-12 weeks).  

• Deepen your relationship and communion with Jesus 
Christ. Cardinal George of happy memory didn’t like the 
question, “what would Jesus do?” Cardinal George would 
respond, “I don’t know what Jesus would do, but I do 
know what He did!” He meant that by knowing the 
scriptures and who Jesus Christ is, we allow ourselves to 
become more like Christ, and then the words and actions 
of Jesus naturally flow out of us. We deepen our 
relationship and communion with Christ by praying daily, 
reading the scriptures daily, and receiving the Eucharist 
regularly (at the minimum every Sunday).  

• Be kind. It’s really very easy to be kind. It’s not hard at all. 
Unfortunately, it’s just as easy to be a jerk. Humility and 
deepening your relationship with Jesus will help in this, 
but I know a lot of prayerful people who are jerks. Don’t 
be a jerk! Be kind. I understand that when we stand up for 
injustice that we need to be bold but being bold doesn’t 
mean being a jerk. I can stand up for someone being 
bullied by calling out the bully on their behavior. That’s 
different by becoming a bully and mocking that person. 
That’s when I’m being a jerk. I hope you can see the 
difference. If not, please go work on the first bullet point.  

• Take a break from social media. Social Media has become 
a tool of the devil to spread seeds of division far and 
wide. Delete the apps, sign out, put the phone down, do 
whatever you need to take a break from social media. 
Maybe pick one or two days a week to have a social 
media fast. Do it together with everyone in your house. 
Taking a break from social media is good for the soul.  

 

I want to end with a special thank you to the Knights of 
Columbus for sponsoring our BBQ at our 9/11 20th 
anniversary Mass. I also want to thank in a very special way 
all our parishioners who serve our city as Firefighters, Police 
Officers, EMT’s, medical professionals, and all first 
responders. We are kept safe because of your sacrifice and 
courage. Thank you for being braver than I and keeping us 
safe. Many of us run away from danger as you run toward it. 
Thank you. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 

Fr. Dom 

 





NEXT WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE 

MASS PRESIDER LECTOR 
EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTER 
SERVERS 

Saturday 
September 18         4:30 PM 

Fr. McIlhone 
Deacon Smith 

Sarah Pelrine 
Laura Quigley Daniella Fuller No Servers 

Sunday 
September 19        8:00 AM Fr. Dominic Clemente Jenny Synder James Bruton No Servers 

Sunday 
September 19        9:30 AM 

Fr. McIlhone 
Deacon Smith 

Jerome Lasky 
Emily Carlson Kim Lasky No Servers 

Sunday 
September 19        11:00 AM 

Fr. Kehoe 
Deacon Mike 

Stuart Nyberg 
Mary Ann Callaghan 

Susan Kukan G. Velgara 
K. Velgara 

 

Youth Ministry Schedule 

 
 

September 12- Mass & CHOSEN episode 4 
September 19- NET Retreat! 12:00-6:00pm 
September 26- Mass & CHOSEN episode 5 

October 3- Mass & CHOSEN episode 6 
October 10- No Youth Group – Columbus Day 

Weekend 
October 17- Mass & CHOSEN episode 7 
October 24- Mass & CHOSEN episode 8 

October 31- No Youth Group – Halloween 
 

Youth Group meets in the Church and Unity Hall.  
Any teen in 8th through 12th grade are welcome. 



Sunday, September 12 
Youth Ministry, 7:00-8:30pm 
Unity Hall 
 

Monday, September 13 
Scouts BSA Meeting, 7:00pm 
Unity Hall 
Women’s Group, 7:00pm 
Rectory Hall 
Baptism Preparation, 7:00pm 
Counting Room 
 

Tuesday, September 14 
RCIA, 7:00pm 
Rectory Conference Room 
SEPO Meeting, 7:00pm 
ZOOM 
 

Wednesday, September 15 
Legion of Mary Meeting, 9:00am 
Rectory Hall 
 

Thursday, September 16 
 

Friday, September 17 
Friday Night Lights Big Red Football, 
7:00pm 
Gompers Park 
 

Saturday, September 18 
 

Sunday, September 19 
High School Teen Retreat, 12:00-6:00pm 
Church & Unity Hall 

Congratulations to Chuck Decorie, (pictured), this week's $100 
winner, with Card #11, the 9 of Clubs. Get your tickets for next 
week's drawing after weekend Masses, at the rectory, at 
O'Donnell's, or online at https://stedparish.org/king-of-hearts 

WOMAN’S GROUP MEETING 
THIS MONDAY! 
 

The St. Edward Parish Women's Group will 
meet on Monday, September 13, at 7 p.m. 
in the rectory meeting room. This month's 
spiritual guide is St. Teresa of Avila.  All  
women of the parish are welcome! 

FIRST FRIDAY HEALING MASS 
7:00pm in Church 
 

Every First Friday we have Eucharistic 
Adoration from 9:00am-6:30pm, 
Benediction at 6:30pm, and a Healing Mass 
at 7:00pm. 
 

All are welcome to attend the Healing Mass 
and receive the Sacrament of Anointing of 
the Sick. The Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick can be received by any baptized 
Catholic who is suffering in mind, body, or 
sprit.  



CALLING  

ALL HIGH SCHOOLERS AND  

8TH GRADERS! 
 

NET Missionaries are coming to St. Ed’s  
and leading a retreat next  

Sunday, September 19,  
12:00-6:00pm! 

 
Come spend time with these awesome  

missionaries, play games, make new friends, 
and deepen your faith life. All are welcome!! 

 
RSVP to Mr. Paul Minarik – 

paul@stedparish.org 

PARISH PILGRIMAGE  
to St. Josephat Basilica in Milwaukee, WI. 

Wednesday, September 15, 9:30am-5:30pm 
 

Join Fr. Dom and our new Director of Faith Formation,  
Paul Minarik, on a pilgrimage to St. Josephat Basilica!  

We will tour this beautiful church, celebrate Holy Mass,  
and stop for lunch. The cost of the pilgrimage is $10.00 
(covers gas – lunch is on your own) and must be paid  

when signing up. Space is limited on our parish bus. Sign  
up in the rectory office. We will stop at a Culvers (or  

something equivalent) for lunch. 
 

*Please note, you will be required to wear a mask on the 
bus per Archdiocese and State of Illinois COVID guidelines* 

PRO-LIFE BILLS UPDATE 
BAD NEWS: Governor Pritzer has signed the sex education bill. 
This will be taught in all schools in the state starting in 
kindergarten. This extreme bill backed by Planned Parenthood 
also removes abstinence education in the schools. Patents have 
the right to opt out of the sex ed classes. Also, school boards can 
reject these classes if the  
patents demand it. 
 

GOOD NEWS: The Parental Notification bill was not repealed. It 
can still come up for a vote in the future but for now all minors 
will have to notify their parents that they getting an abortion. 
They do not need permission like the surrounding states require.  
 

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO WROTE OR CALLED ABOUT THESE 
TWO ILLINOIS BILLS. 





FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS:  September 5, 2021 $3,153.69 

 

(-$1,244.48) 



Saturday, September 11 
8:30AM  †Daniel Conlan 
 John Michael Naga 
4:30PM †All Who Died on 9/11 
 Florence Sampaolesi 
 

Sunday, September 12 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
8:00AM Daniela Corty 
9:30AM †James P. Dolan 
11:00AM †Grazia D’Agostino 
 †Marie Dardugono 
 

Monday, September 13 
St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church 
8:30AM Mihu Schuster 
 

Tuesday, September 14 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
8:30AM †Marieth Dardugno 
 

Wednesday, September 15 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
8:30AM   All Souls in Purgatory 
 Karen J. Bones 
 Burcu Ozadali 
 Victoria Valliant 
 

Thursday, September 16 
St. Cornelius, Pope & Cyprian, Bishop 
8:30AM †Grazia D’Agostino 
 Jessica Smith 
 

Friday, September 17 
St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop &  
Doctor of the Church 
8:30AM †Seaborn Davis 
 †Jerry Neja 
 

Saturday, September 18 
8:30AM  †Belen Jaquez 
 Alis Gloria Rodriguez 
4:30PM †Ella French 
 

Sunday, September 19 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
8:00AM †Br. Joel Dolan 
 †Grazia D’Agostino 
9:30AM †Judy Lizars 
 Vincent Arcurf 
11:00AM †Marieth Bardugno 
 †John Burgess 
 Judith Bach 

Roger Africa 
Mary Lou Agronomoff 
Nathan Devan Arceo 
Mary Anne Asakura 
William Finkenstadt 
Fr. Erwin Friedl 
Henry Hammersten  
Maureen Hughes 
Agnes Keresztes   
Marianne Kramer 
Elizabeth Rose Lyuksemburg 
Gloria Mercado 
Richard Pasierbowicz 
Margaret Pitts 
Kathy Schreiber 
Kathy Sugars 

       Lourdes Vidal  
 

Juan Hernandez 
Collin John Jones 
1st Lt. Randall Kester 
Craig Lensegrav,  
Ryan C. Loy 
Daniel McCright 
Joselito R. Mercado 
Shane Murray 
Sean Mayerbock 
Sean O’Connor 
Gretel Ypil, Odon 
Matthew Olker 
Danny Oresky,  
Gavin Sustek SFC 
Edward Swartz 
Danielle Ulrich 
Rachel Vega 

       Brian West 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parish office 
4350 W. Sunnyside Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60630 
(773) 545-6496 
Mon.- Fri. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sat.  & Sun.  By Appointment 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Dominic M. Clemente, Jr. 
frclemente@stedparish.org 
 

Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Mike McManus 
deaconmike@stedparish.org 
Rev. Mr. Seth Arnold 
sarnold@usml.edu  
 

Retired Priests in Residence 
Fr. James P. Kehoe 
Fr. James P. McIlhone 
Fr. Joseph C. Taylor 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
Fr. Michael J. Cronin 
 

School Principal 
Sara Lasica 
principal@stedwardschool.com  
 

Director of Faith Formation 
Paul Minarik  
paul@stedparish.org  
 

Director of Operations 
Mark Besztery  
mark@stedparish.org  
 

Director of Communications & Develop-
ment 
Margaret Hemma 
margaret@stedparish.org 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Richard Schwegel 
richard@stedparish.org 
 

Bookkeeper 
Donna Borman 
businessoffice@stedparish.org 
 

Maintenance Engineers  
Alex Hodge 
alex@stedparish.org 
Bill Joesel 
billjoesel@stedparish.org 
 

On-Line 
Website:    www.stedparish.org 
Facebook: @StEdParish 
Instagram: @StEdParish 
 

School 
(773) 736-9133 
4343 W. Sunnyside Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60630                                        

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30 pm 
 (Church open at 4:00 pm) 

 

Sunday Masses at 8:00, 9:30 & 11 am  
(Church open at 7:30 am) 

 

Monday-Saturday: Mass at 8:30 am 
(Church open at 8:00 am) 

 

Confessions Saturday:  
12:00-1:00 pm 



New School Year –  

New Routines! 
 

As a new school year begins, this is often a 
time of year to re-start, or begin, good 

habits! It may be a better sleep schedule, 
managing our time to be more productive, 

getting to the gym, etc. It’s not just 
students who need the routine and good 

habits, we adults do too! 
 

Here are some Spiritual Habits to re-start 
or begin with this new school year. We 
don’t need to wait for Advent, Lent, or 

New Years. Begin today! 
 

• Pray Daily! Start with five minutes of 
silent prayer and slowly work your way 
up to a Holy Hour.  

• Read the Sacred Scriptures daily! Here 
are the books to start with: Gospel of 
Mark, Gospel of Luke, and Acts of the 
Apostles. Once you finish those three, 
come talk to Fr. Dom or Fr. Jim. 

• Attend Holy Mass during the week 
(Monday-Saturday) either in person or 
online. This is obviously in addition to 
Sunday Mass. 

• Pray the Rosary daily! It takes 15 minutes. 
Pray it together with your family. Do this 
as part of your daily prayer time. 

• Fast from meat (or another food/drink) 
on Fridays. This practice doesn’t only 
have to be during Lent. 

• Volunteer monthly to serve the poor. 
There are tons of places in Chicago that 
need help! 

• Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
every 4-6 weeks. We hear confessions 
every Saturday at 12:00pm in Church.  

• Walk or ride your bike to Church instead 
of driving – help the environment! 

• Take advantage of our paper recycling 
bin! You can recycle paper and 
cardboard products right next to our 
school building.  

• Join a ministry here at St. Ed’s! Check the 
website for our various ministries. 

• Invite someone to join you for Holy Mass 
here at St. Edward. Help us evangelize 
our community! 

 
These are some simple suggestions of 

good habits to start or rekindle as a new 
school year begins. Try as many as you 

can! If you fail, no worries, just try again! 

“The universe unfolds in God, who fills it 
completely. Hence, there is a mystical 

meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain 
trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor person’s face. 

The ideal is not only to pass from the exterior 
to the interior to discover the action of God 

in the soul, but also to discover God in all 
things.” (Laudato Si, #233) 

 

As we continue through this Season of 
Creation, which spans from September 1 
through the Feast of St. Francis on October 
4, we are invited as a parish and as 
individuals to reflect on our relationship with 
and care for our world--the humans, animals, 
plants, and other living and nonliving parts of 
creation. In addition to taking action and advocating for 
change when it comes to taking care of our common home (for 
opportunities, see below and check out the Archdiocesan Season of 
Creation page, https://bit.ly/3h8zdA9), we are also invited to 
cultivate an awareness of and appreciation for the many gifts of 
creation that surround us, big and small, as Pope Francis encourages 
us in Laudato Si. This week, take a few moments to do just that--
whether in your backyard or garden, at a nearby park, or on a walk 
around your neighborhood--and to see God’s work in it all. 
 
Here are a couple of upcoming events that our newly-formed Green 
Team will be hosting! If you’d like to join our efforts as a team 
member, please contact Kristen Schenk (schenkkm@gmail.com), 
Patrick Murphy (padraig_murphy@hotmail.com), or Jenny Snyder 
(litgensnyder@yahoo.com). More details to come! 
 

• Sunday, October 3 - Blessing of Pets 
 

• October 11-17 - Bike and Walk to St. Ed’s Week (culminating in a 
post-Mass celebration on Sunday, October 17) 

 

Tickets for the STEP Club are available in the vestibule of the 
church, from the rectory office or online. For more information 
visit the parish website at www.stedparish.org.  





   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Edward Parish, Chicago, IL A 4C 01-2083

Jennifer L. Kanik 

Law Offices of Terrence Kennedy, Jr. 

Specializing in REAL ESTATE TAX APPEALS 

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

312-641-0100 | jkanik@kennedytaxappeals.com 
Parishioner - Class of 2000

TOHLE FUNERAL HOME
4325 W. LAWRENCE AVE. AT LOWELL 
Serving St. Edward’s Parish Since 1940 
Pre-Need Funeral Planning Available 
PH (773) 685-4400 • tohlefuneralhome.com 
Kenneth C. Halter, Director

Pete’s Automotive Inc. 
Special/Oil • Lube • Filter
All Services & Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic

Towing & Snow Plowing
773-725-3030

5413 W Higgins ASE Certified

 
Maribel Tirado - Portrait Photographer 

(773) 505-2631 
m.tirado.photography@gmail.com 

mtiradophotography.com 
facebook: @m.tiradophotography

MIKE SALADINO
MANAGING BROKER

773.459.1119
mike@saladinosells.com
SaladinoSells.com

As an afliate of Homes for Heroes, 
I rebate a portion of my commission directly 
back to my Hero clients { Military, Law Enforcement, 
Healthcare, EMS, Firefighter, Teacher } at closing.

T H E

SELLS TEAM

TOP PRODUCER
TEAM 
2015-20202017-2018 TOP PRODUCER TEAM

 
Asbestos Abatement

Lead Abatement
Mold Remediation
Interior Demolition

Mechanical Insulation
Construction

6640 99th Pl. • Chicago Ridge, IL 
P 708-442-5823

www.celticenvironmental.com

Chicago Appliance Service
Repairing All Appliances Since 1957

* Most makes and models *

Albert Iwaniec, Class of 1976 

(773) 968-5015

• Refridgerators • Freezers • Dishwashers • Ovens • Ranges 
 • Icemakers • Washers • Dryers • And More

FREE Service Calls 
With Most Repairs*

Contact Nick Derkacz 
 to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jacobs Boiler &  
Mechanical Industries, Inc.
BOILER INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS

A Family Business Since 1922 

(773) 385-9900 

www.jacobsboiler.com

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTOR

Quality Service Since 1997

(708) 361-5566
alltypeselevators.com

5917 W. Irving Park Rd 

Chicago, IL 60634

(773) 777-3944 • www.gffh.com


