


 

 

Ramblings of a Parish Priest: 

 Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Merry Christmas! Buon Natale! Feliz Navidad! 
Maligayang Pasko! Wesolych Swiat! Frohe 
Weihnachten!  
 
Those four weeks of Advent fly by every year, and 
this year we had four full weeks! Either way, I hope 
your Advent was one of joyful anticipation and I 
pray that now we’ve begun the Christmas season 
you and your family will celebrate the next few 
weeks with the same joy felt by the Angels, 
Shepherds, and Wise Men who visited the Christ 
child.  Now that the shopping is finished, gifts are 
opened, cookies are baked, and houses are more-or
-less clean, use this Christmas season as a time to 
slow down and be with your family.  
 
Today, December 26, we celebrate the Feast of the 
Holy Family and we’re called to look at and mediate 
on Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Sure, we know that 
Jesus is God, Mary is Immaculately Conceived, and 
Joseph is a just man; but from an outsider looking 
in, they could also be described as a couple you 
would find on the Maury Show. Mary got “knocked 
up” while cheating on Joseph, and they were so 
poor they could only sleep in a barn with animals 
while on vacation. If anything, this is a reminder 
that not all families are as “perfect” nor as 
“dysfunctional” as they may seem. But let’s not 
remain in ignorance, let’s together look at the truth 
of the Holy Family. 
 
Joseph, while the foster father of Jesus, is still the 
protector of the family and the shadow of God the 
Father. St. Joseph makes sure that while there is no 
room at the inn, he doesn’t leave his wife and child 
out in the elements. St. Joseph finds a place for the 
Christ child to lay His head and for our Blessed 
Mother to rest after giving birth, even if it is a 
humble stable. St. Joseph also protects Jesus when 
King Herod attempts to kill all baby boys after 
hearing the King of the Jews had been born. It is 
through Josephs dream that he’s told by God to 
take the Blessed Mother and Jesus to Egypt for 
safety. Joseph continues to protect the family by 
bringing them into his home at Nazareth and 
raising Jesus with Mary. It is in the raising of Christ 
and forming Him to be a good and faithful Jew that 
St. Joseph is the shadow of God the Father.  

 
Mary, our Queen and Mother, obviously is special 
since she is the Immaculate Conception and Mother 
of God (which we will celebrate January 1st as a Holy 
Day of Obligation). It is through Mary’s faithfulness 
and special grace given to her by God that allows her 
to not only raise a good son, but also to meditate and 
discern with God the Father on how to form Him for 
His coming mission and ministry, especially the Cross.  
 
Remember, while the Holy Family is holy and full of 
grace, they are still a normal family. Mary and Joseph 
lost Jesus at least once when visiting the city of 
Jerusalem. It is believed that Joseph died when Jesus 
was young since we don’t hear of Joseph in the 
Scriptures once Jesus begins His public ministry. If 
the death of Lazarus was hard on Jesus (John 11:35), 
we can only imagine how hard it was for Jesus to lose 
His earthly father. Yes, Jesus and Mary are perfect, 
but Joseph wasn’t, and he is still a member of the 
Holy Family.  
 
We too can make our homes and our family holy by 
keeping to the basics, which is what the Holy Family 
did. They kept almighty God at the center of their life 
through daily prayer and attending synagogue and 
visiting the Temple. We must pray as a family EVERY 
DAY and come to the altar of God at Holy Mass at the 
minimum every Sunday. We must also remain 
humble, like the Holy Family, and nothing teaches 
humility better than the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Get to confession NOW, especially if you haven’t 
been in the sin bin for over a year (we’re asked to 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation at a 
minimum of once a year).  
 
To anyone visiting St. Edward for the first time, 
welcome! Check out our parish website for Mass 
times, reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration, and our 
many other events and social groups. All are welcome 
to join our parish family where we inspire Saints who 
inspire Saints to build the Kingdom of God. We want 
all our families to be holy, focused on God, humble, 
and ready to share God’s love with everyone! 
 
Merry Christmas, 

 
 
Fr. Dom 

 



 





PRO-LIFE FOOD DRIVE  
 

PRO-LIFE FOOD DRIVE 
Next weekend, January 1st and 2nd 
we will have the monthly Pro-Life 
Food Drive for St. Thomas of 
Canterbury Food Pantry. Please bring 
non-perishable food items, cleaning 
supplies, paper products and personal 
hygiene items to the vestibule before 
or after Mass. 

 
Participate in a corporal work of mercy by feeding the 
hungry. Start the year with a good deed. 

 

Youth Ministry Schedule 

 
December 26 & January 2 

No Youth Group 
 

January 9 
Mass & Discussion 

 
January 16  

Mass & Discussion 
 

January 23  
NET mini-Retreat, 6:00-9:00pm 

 
January 30 

Prayer & Discussion (No Mass) 
 

Youth Group meets in the Oratory of the  
Blessed Trinity and Unity Hall. Any teen in 8th 
through 12th grade are welcome. Masks are to  

be worn inside at all gatherings. 

NEXT WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE 

MASS PRESIDER LECTOR 
EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTER 
SERVERS 

Friday 
December 31          4:30 PM Fr. Clemente 

Maureen Newman 
Mary Ann Dardugno Linda M. Paras TBD 

Saturday 
January 1                9:00 AM 

Fr. McIlhone & 
Deacon Mike Jerome Lasky Bob Schmalz TBD 

Saturday 
January 1                11:00 AM Fr. Clemente TBD Julian Zea TBD 

Sunday 
January 2               8:00 AM Fr. Clemente Vince Meno TBD None 

Sunday 
January 2                9:30 AM Fr. McIlhone Alfonso Aguirre Elsa Aguirre 

P. Hehir 
H. Morgan 

Sunday 
January 2               11:00 AM 

Fr. Kalas TBD Tracy Kennedy G. Velgara 
C. Zimo 



Sunday, December 26 –  
Feast of the Holy Family 
 
Monday, December 27 
Rectory Office Closed 
 
Tuesday, December 28 
 
Wednesday, December 29 
Legion of Mary Meeting, 9:00am 
Rectory Hall 
 
Thursday, December 30 
 
Friday, December 31 
Rectory Office Closed 
New Year, New Me Confessions,  
12:00-4:00pm 
Church 
Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, the 
Mother of God, 4:30pm 
Church 
 
Saturday, January 1 –  
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God  
Mass Times: 9:30am & 11:00am 
Church 
 
Sunday, January 2 –  
Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord 
Regular Mass Schedule: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00am 
Church 

"O Come Let Us Adore Him" 
 

During the Christmas season, we hear these words from one of our favorite hymns, " O Come All Ye Faithful". 
When we sing these words, we should remember the angels, shepherds and wise men who were the first to 
come to adore Our Lord. We are being called to follow their lead and we can respond by coming to Eucharist 
Adoration. 
 

We wish to thank all the faithful adorers who came during this past year. We are sure that you have been 
blessed. Those who have not committed to a Holy Hour previously, please consider doing so. It is only one 
hour every First Friday for twelve months. You will be spending time with the One who loves you the most. 
He waits for you. 
 

The sign up chart will be in the vestibule next weekend. When you sign up you will receive the dates for 2022 
and calendar reminders stickers. There are many open time slots that need to be filled. Please prayerfully 
consider  taking one of them. We also need people to sign up to be substitutes, to fill in when someone can't 
make it.  
 

The first day of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for 2022 is Friday, January 7th, starting right after the 
8:30A.M Mass and ending with Benediction at 6:45 P.M. Please note time change for Benediction. 
 

Please make this one of your New Year's resolutions. What a great way to start the new year! 



HELP NEEDED IN  
LIVE-STREAM MINISTRY 

 

The pandemic, for all its terribleness, brought 
about a new ministry at St. Ed’s where we  
live-stream all our liturgies on YouTube and 
Facebook. We have a small, but very dedicated, 
team of parishioners who run our system daily so 
people at home can pray and worship God with 
our community of faith. It is not difficult to learn 
the system and you will receive plenty of training 
and shadowing, but we need help! If you have 
any knowledge of working with a desktop, you 
are perfect! Please contact Fr. Dom via e-mail at 
frclemente@stedparish.org to get more 
information or to sign up and join this important 
ministry.  
 

Please consider joining this ministry and helping 
our parishioners at home worship God with our 
community of faith!  
 

St. Isidor, patron saint of technology,  
pray for us! 

Join us for the Octave of Christmas! 
The eight days following Christmas is known as the  

Octave of Christmas! Make a point to join us each day for 
Holy Mass! We celebrate Holy Mass at 8:30am Monday 

through Saturday. Come and join us! 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 
January 1 - A Holy Day of Obligation 

January 1st is a Holy Day of Obligation as we celebrate 
Mary, the Mother of God. We will offer Holy Mass on 

New Year’s Eve, December 31, at 4:30pm and the 
morning of New Years Day, January 1st at 9:30 and 11am. 

 

There’s no better way to kick off the New Year than by 
celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, receiving the 

Eucharist, and seeking the intercession of our  
Blessed Mother! 

New Year, New Me Confessions! 
December 31, 12:00-4:00pm 

 

We will offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation on New 
Years Eve, December 31, from 12:00-4:00pm. Get your 

soul wiped clean as we enter a new year!  

mailto:frclemente@stedparish.org






Saturday, December 25 
The Nativity of the Lord 
12AM †Stanley Ficnerski 
 †Shirley Gaukler   
9:30AM †Seaborn Davis 
 †Victor & Mary Depa 
 †Patrick McLoughlin Family 
11AM †Fr. Bill Dolan 
 †Cheryl Clemente 
 †Michael & Birdie Kilcourse 
 

Sunday, December 26 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and  
Joseph 
8:00AM †Al Veras 
 †Robert Kurtzer 
 †Ella French 
 †Pat Rodino   
9:30AM †Fr. Larry Maddock  
11:00AM †James Weging 
 †Danny Quigley  
 

Monday, December 27 
St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
8:30AM Robert Rivera 
 

Tuesday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:30AM †Gloria Hasier 
 †Carmelita & Eugenio Licardo 
 Hugo Lee-Birthday 
 

Wednesday, December 29 
Fifth Day within the Octave of the  
Nativity of the Lord 
8:30AM   †Jessica Vega 
 Andrew William and Carol 

Eve Finkenstadt 
 Rev. John M. Murphy 
 

Thursday, December 30 
Sixth Day within the Octave of the Navity 
of the Lord 
8:30AM †Brian Mitchell 
 Rose Meyerbock 
 

Friday, December 31 
Seventh Day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 
8:30AM †Emilita B. Gelisan 
4:30PM †Dolly Delaney 
 All Souls in Purgatory 
 

Saturday, January 1 
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the 
Lord; Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
9:30AM †Wally Koegler 
11AM †Francis & Jule Marie Dolan 
  

Sunday, January 2 
Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00AM †Fr. Bill Dolan 
11:00AM †Francis Cardinal George 
 †Bobby Coughlin 

Roger Africa 
Mary Lou Agronomoff 
Nathan Devan Arceo 
Mary Anne Asakura 
William Finkenstadt 
Fr. Erwin Friedl 
Henry Hammersten  
Maureen Hughes 
Agnes Keresztes   
Marianne Kramer 
Elizabeth Rose Lyuksemburg 
Gloria Mercado 
Richard Pasierbowicz 
Margaret Pitts 
Kathy Schreiber 
Kathy Sugars 

       Lourdes Vidal  
 

Juan Hernandez 
Collin John Jones 
1st Lt. Randall Kester 
Craig Lensegrav,  
Ryan C. Loy 
Daniel McCright 
Joselito R. Mercado 
Shane Murray 
Sean Mayerbock 
Sean O’Connor 
Gretel Ypil, Odon 
Matthew Olker 
Danny Oresky,  
Gavin Sustek SFC 
Edward Swartz 
Danielle Ulrich 
Rachel Vega 

       Brian West 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parish office 
4350 W. Sunnyside Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60630 
(773) 545-6496 
Mon.- Fri. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sat.  & Sun.  By Appointment 
 
Pastor 
Fr. Dominic M. Clemente, Jr. 
frclemente@stedparish.org 
 
Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Mike McManus 
deaconmike@stedparish.org 
Rev. Mr. Seth Arnold 
sarnold@usml.edu  
 
Retired Priests in Residence 
Fr. James P. Kehoe 
Fr. James P. McIlhone 
Fr. Joseph C. Taylor 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Fr. Michael J. Cronin 
 
School Principal 
Sara Lasica 
principal@stedwardschool.com  
 
Director of Faith Formation 
Paul Minarik  
paul@stedparish.org  
 
Director of Operations 
Mark Besztery  
mark@stedparish.org  
 
Director of Communications & Develop-
ment 
Margaret Hemma 
margaret@stedparish.org 
 
Director of Music Ministry 
Richard Schwegel 
richard@stedparish.org 
 
Bookkeeper 
Donna Borman 
businessoffice@stedparish.org 
 
Maintenance Engineers  
Alex Hodge 
alex@stedparish.org 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30 pm 
 (Church open at 4:00 pm) 

 

Sunday Masses at 8:00, 9:30 & 11 am  
(Church open at 7:30 am) 

 

Monday-Saturday: Mass at 8:30 am 
(Church open at 8:00 am) 

 

Confessions Saturday:  
12:00-1:00 pm 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Edward Parish, Chicago, IL A 4C 01-2083

Jennifer L. Kanik 

Law Offices of Terrence Kennedy, Jr. 

Specializing in REAL ESTATE TAX APPEALS 

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

312-641-0100 | jkanik@kennedytaxappeals.com 
Parishioner - Class of 2000

TOHLE FUNERAL HOME
4325 W. LAWRENCE AVE. AT LOWELL 
Serving St. Edward’s Parish Since 1940 
Pre-Need Funeral Planning Available 
PH (773) 685-4400 • tohlefuneralhome.com 
Kenneth C. Halter, Director

Pete’s Automotive Inc. 
Special/Oil • Lube • Filter
All Services & Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic

Towing & Snow Plowing
773-725-3030

5413 W Higgins ASE Certified

 
Maribel Tirado - Portrait Photographer 

(773) 505-2631 
m.tirado.photography@gmail.com 

mtiradophotography.com 
facebook: @m.tiradophotography

MIKE SALADINO
MANAGING BROKER

773.459.1119
mike@saladinosells.com
SaladinoSells.com

As an afliate of Homes for Heroes, 
I rebate a portion of my commission directly 
back to my Hero clients { Military, Law Enforcement, 
Healthcare, EMS, Firefighter, Teacher } at closing.

T H E

SELLS TEAM

TOP PRODUCER
TEAM 
2015-20202017-2018 TOP PRODUCER TEAM

 
Asbestos Abatement

Lead Abatement
Mold Remediation
Interior Demolition

Mechanical Insulation
Construction

6640 99th Pl. • Chicago Ridge, IL 
P 708-442-5823

www.celticenvironmental.com

Located In
St. Edward Parish

Since 1953 (773) 267-7300

© 2021 Albany Bank & Trust Co NA

Chicago Appliance Service
Repairing All Appliances Since 1957

* Most makes and models *

Albert Iwaniec, Class of 1976 

(773) 968-5015

• Refridgerators • Freezers • Dishwashers • Ovens • Ranges 
 • Icemakers • Washers • Dryers • And More

FREE Service Calls 
With Most Repairs*

Contact Nick Derkacz 
 to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jacobs Boiler &  
Mechanical Industries, Inc.
BOILER INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS

A Family Business Since 1922 

(773) 385-9900 

www.jacobsboiler.com

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTOR

Quality Service Since 1997

(708) 361-5566
alltypeselevators.com

5917 W. Irving Park Rd 

Chicago, IL 60634

(773) 777-3944 • www.gffh.com

AL AIR Heating &  
Air Conditioning

Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
Discounts for Seniors & Veterans

Al Lechowski, Owner 7703 W Lawrence, Norridge 
708-453-4531 www.alairinc.com


