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Parochial Vicars Corner
A Blessed Lent to you, my dear sisters and brothers in Christ. I
pray for you often and wish you nothing but peace in these times,
and also encourage you to offer gratitude to God that you are
alive to see and receive His goodness, mercy and kindness.
I come to you with a heart ﬁlled with joy, as I am taking this opportunity to
announce to you the Opening of the New St. Joseph Church Building in my
home Village in Nigeria on Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 1 pm (Nigerian Time)
which is 7 am (Chicago Time), with the celebration of Mass of Thanksgiving by
Most Reverend Camillus Umoh, Bishop of Ikot Ekpene Diocese, Nigeria. In
deep gratitude for your generosity, my people insisted that we wait until
afternoon at 1 pm, to have this Mass to make it possible for you to join us live.
A link will be made available in our Parish Bulletin later. I thank you, my dear
people of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, and friends from my previous
Parishes for your prayers, your goodwill and for your immense generosity in
building this magniﬁcent ediﬁce for the honor and glory of God. Bishop
Camillus Umoh imparts his Apostolic Blessing on each and every one of your
family. He told me to extend his personal invitation to any of you who would
want to come and visit, to know that you are most welcomed.
My joy, I must confess, is tempered with the fact that I will not be going home
with ALL OF YOU, to come and see the Church you have built and visit with my
people. To be certain, many wanted to go but with the Covid-19 situation and
other factors beyond their control, have postponed their plans. I thank them
for having wanted to go. A few of our parishioners are going with me. They are
in the process of obtaining Travel Visa to Nigeria. The process, among other
requirements, involves them traveling to the Nigerian Embassy in Washington
DC for an interview. I am so grateful to them for making this effort to be able to
come with me to witness the opening of the new Church Building and to
represent you. I cannot be happier for their presence. Please pray for our
journey to Nigeria and WE WILL BE BACK!
Love you, ALL, to the moon and back… of course!
Fr. Akan Simon

+ The Litany of St Joseph +

V. Lord, have mercy on us,
R. Christ, have mercy on us.
V. Lord, have mercy on us; Christ hear us,
R. Christ, graciously hear us.
God the Father of Heaven, -Have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,-Have mercy on us.
God, the Holy Spirit,- Have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God.- Have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, .. Pray for us.
Holy Joseph, .. Pray for us.
Renowned offspring of David, .. Pray for us.
Light of the Patriarchs, .. Pray for us.
Spouse if the Mother of God, .. Pray for us.
Chaste Guardian of the Virgin, ..Pray for us.
Foster Father of the Son of God, .. Pray for us.
Diligent Protector of Christ, ..Pray for us.
Head of the Holy Family, ...Pray for us.
Joseph most just, .. Pray for us.
Joseph most chaste,.. Pray for us.
Joseph most prudent, ..Pray for us.
Joseph most strong, .. Pray for us.
Joseph most obedient, ..Pray for us.
Joseph most faithful, ..Pray for us.
Mirror of patience, ..Pray for us.
Lover of poverty, ..Pray for us.
Model of artisan, ..Pray for us.
Glory of home life, ..Pray for us.
Guardians of virgins, ..Pray for us.
Pillar of families, ..Pray for us.
Solace of the wretched, ..Pray for us.
Hope of the sick, ..Pray for us.
Patron of the dying, ..Pray for us.
Terror of demons, .. Pray for us.
Protector of Holy Church, ..Pray for us.

Staring March 10 we will
be reciting the Litany of
St. Joseph at all Masses
till his Feast Day on
March 19

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world, .. Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world, ..Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world, .. Have mercy on us.
V. He made him master of His household,
R. And ruler of all His possessions.

Let us Pray:
O God, in Your ineffable providence You were pleased to choose Blessed St. Joseph to be the Spouse of
Your most Holy Mother; grant, we beg You, that we may be worthy to have him for our intercessor in
Heaven whom on earth we venerate as our Protector, You Who live and reign forever and ever. Amen

Special Invocation to St. Joseph
O Glorious St. Joseph, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to you do we raise our hearts and hand to implore
your powerful intercession in obtaining from the loving Heart of Jesus all the helps and graces
necessary for our spiritual and temporal welfare, particularly the grace of a happy death, and the special
intentions that have been committed to us. O Guardian of the Word Incarnate, we fell animated with
conﬁdence that your prayers on our behalf will be graciously heard before the Throne of God. Amen
St. Joseph. Pray for us!

St. Joseph was an ordinary manual
laborer although descended from the
royal house of David. In the designs of
Providence he was destined to become the
spouse of the Mother of God. His high
privilege is expressed in a single phrase,
"Foster-father of Jesus." About him
Sacred Scripture has little more to say
than that he was a just man-an
expression which indicates how faithfully
he fulﬁlled his high trust of protecting
and guarding God's greatest treasures
upon earth, Jesus and Mary. The darkest
hours of his life may well have been those
when he ﬁrst learned of Mary's
pregnancy; but precisely in this time of
trial Joseph showed himself great. His
suffering, which likewise formed a part of
the work of the redemption, was not
without great providential import: Joseph
was to be, for all times, the trustworthy
witness of the Messiah's virgin birth.
After this, he modestly retires into the
background of holy Scripture.Of St.
Joseph's death the Bible tells us nothing.
There are indications, however, that he
died before the beginning of Christ's
public life. His was the most beautiful
death that one could have, in the arms of
Jesus and Mary. Humbly and unknown,
he passed his years at Nazareth, silent
and almost forgotten he remained in the
background through centuries of Church
history. Only in more recent times has he
been accorded greater honor. Liturgical
veneration of St. Joseph began in the
ﬁfteenth century, fostered by Sts. Brigid
of Sweden and Bernadine of Siena. St.
Teresa, too, did much to further his cult.
At present there are two major feasts in
his honor. On March 19 our veneration is
directed to him personally and to his part
in the work of redemption, while on May
1 we honor him as the patron of workmen
throughout the world and as our guide in
the difficult matter of establishing
equitable norms regarding obligations
and rights in the social order.
—Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace, Pius Parsch

Mass Intention for the Week
Monday, March 15

7:00
+Patricia Floeter
Noon Larry & Nancy Leibforth,
35th Wedding Anniversary, Special
Intention

Tuesday, March 16
7:00
Noon

+Souls of the Faithful Departed
+Dianne McKibben

Wednesday, March 17; St. Patrick
7:00

Noon

+Joan Robaczewski
Chester Robaczewski, Special Intention
+Donald Brinckman
+Gene Eichelkraut

Thursday, March 18; St Cyril of
Jerusalem
7:00
Noon

+George S. Arnold
+Souls of the Faithful Departed
+William Fitzpatrick

Friday, March 19; St Joseph, spouse of
The Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00

+Souls of the Faithful Departed
St. Joseph Church, Umon-Okan, Nigeria
Noon +Iluminada Pascual Felina Ponsaran
Moran Family, Special Intention

Saturday, March 20
4:30

Annie Moran, Special Intention
Fr. Akan Simon, Special Intention

Sunday, March 21
7:30

Patricia Murray,Special Intention
+ Susan MacKinlay
9:00 The People of St. Thomas Parish,
Living & Deceased
10:30 +Susie von Harz
Noon John & Roberta Ciasto, 40th
Anniversary,
Special Intention
5:30 +Paul & Ann Marx
Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a
Mass Intention

Readings of the Week
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3,
4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5,
6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or
9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6,
11-12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
[8]/Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14,
17-18 [8a]/Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23
[4a]/Jn 5:31-47
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3,
4-5, 27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12
[2a]/Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13,
14-15 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or
Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,
7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-45 or
11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Adoration

Candles

INTENTIONS
3/14-3/27
Widger Family &
Rule Family

Please pray for the deceased

Vernon Keller

Please pray for the sick:

Baby Sean Trainor

Celebrants: March 15,-March 19, 2021:
3/15-7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr.Simon
3/16-7:00 am -Fr.Fitzpatrick, Noon -Fr. Simon
3/17-7:00 am -Fr.Evans, Noon - Fr. Fitzpatrick
3/18-7:00 am -Fr.Simon, Noon-Fr.Fitzpatrick
3/19- 7:00 am -Fr.Fitzpatrick, Noon- Fr.Evans
Sunday Masses:March 20-March 21, 2021
4:30 pm: Fr. Simon-Lector; Anna Wojcik
7:30 am: Fr.Fitzpatrick -Lector; John Streit
9:00 am: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector; Greg Ives/Celine Bush
10:30 am: Fr.Evans-Lector;Jeff Ladd
Noon: Fr.Simon-Lector; Brian Wolek
5:30 pm: Fr.Evans -Lector; Gina Houston

Special Lenten
Confession
Schedule:
Monday
5Pm-6PM
**Tuesday
5Pm-6PM
S
Ever tations
of th
y Fri
e
day
7pm Cross
3/19
-3/2
6

Thank you!

No 8am

Confession
on 3/14

Saturday
8AM-9AM
Saturday
3PM-4PM

Weekend Collection
March 7, 2021

Sunday Budget:

$39,231.00

Collection:
EFT:
On-Line:
Actual:

$22,895.00
$7,764.50
$ 2,344.50
$ 33,004.00

Overage:
$
Budget Shortage -$ 6,227.00
Hispanic Collection $ 2,256.00

Check out our updated website, same address new
look
Under “ABOUT” you can find
the staff including our priests and their Bio’sa “contact us” pageOur BulletinsA Bulletin submission pageMass timesConfession times& our EFT form

Conﬁrmation Class - Conf. Date!
Conﬁrmation II students: your Conﬁrmation date is
the morning of Saturday, March 20th, 2021! Please
mark your calendars!
For more info about Conﬁrmation go to
stthomascl.church/conﬁrmation-info OR email
Maureen Sullivan at ymsec@stthomascl.church

Today we have the story of a man born blind. In Jesus' time,
blindness was viewed as a punishment for sin. Lent is all about
looking inward and rooting out sinful desires and actions. So this
story of a blind man and Jesus restoring his sight is a story about the
forgiveness of sin.
How often do we hold on to sinful ways or thoughts? Do we need
Jesus to give us something in our lives to see again? Or do we need to
concentrate on something we do well so that our "sight" may be
improved?
This week, let us look through eyes of faith and attempt to see
goodness around us. Also, let us help each other to remove sin so
that we might see God more clearly.

Times
9am12pm
1pm8pm

The word of the week is Light.
Light to illuminate the darkness. To make things
unseen visible. What areas of your life need some
light shed on them?
Where can you bear light to someone else?
Are you or your child struggling to cope with the ongoing social distancing? Are you fearful
of re-entering the community after the stay at home orders? Is your child showing signs of
stress, frustration or both? Are you struggling with unhealthy patterns of behavior? St.
Thomas the Apostle will be hosting a virtual evening of Mental Health information and
support on Thursday, March 18th, @ 7pm. Join us for this event via Facebook Live. The
evening will be hosted by Debbie Baran, a licensed therapist with experience working in
schools and private practice. Please submit your questions in advance to:
Ckolodzik@stthomascl.church
The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has declared the Year of the Family to mark the 5 year
anniversary of his document “The Joy of Love”. It begins this Friday, March 19th on the
Solemnity of St. Joseph and continues through the 10th World Meeting of Families on June
26, 2022. Watch for more events and information throughout the year.

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL

www.stthomascl.org

STS Infrastructure Upgrade in Search of
Electricians!
The school and preschool of St. Thomas is in need of a few infrastructure
upgrades. We currently have switches, WiFi access points and service
capable of gigabyte speeds but the cabling is not. We are seeking
electricians that can help us remove the current CAT5 cables with newer
CAT6 or CAT7 cables. Please contact Gina Houston (459-0496 or
ghouston@stthomascl.org ) to schedule a time for inspection of the building
in order to determine how much cabling needs to be ordered.

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás
Apóstol /Ministerio
Hispano

Dirección: 272 King St.
Crystal Lake, IL. 60014
Teléfono: 815-455-5400
Línea Directa: 815-356-0860
Fax: 815-455-2733
Coordinador: Reverendo
William Tunarosa.
Atiende al Público: Martes
Miércoles y Jueves de
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Queridos hermanos y
hermanas, para poder
asistir a misa, por favor, no
olviden registrarse con
tiempo de anticipación en
el website de la Iglesia
www.saintthomascatholicc
hurch.org . Los esperamos.

Educación Religiosa: José
Guimaray. Atención al
Público: Jueves 6:00 pm –
9:00 pm y Sábados 1:00 pm –
7:00 pm
Oﬁcina del Ministerio
Hispano-Atención al Público:
Lunes a Jueves 8:00am - 5:00
pm
Viernes 8:00 am-4: 00pm

14 de marzo de 2021

4º Domingo de la Cuaresma

“Despierta, tú que duermes, levántate de entre los muertos y la luz de Cristo brillará sobre ti”
(Efesios 5:14). Este domingo nos invita a pasar de inmediato de la ceguera a la luz. De la falta de
fe a creer. “Mientras estoy en el mundo, soy la luz del mundo” (Juan 9:5). Jesús vino al mundo
para que los ciegos puedan ver la luz que es su camino. Ojalá, que abramos nuestros ojos a los
acontecimientos que estamos viviendo y veamos las cosas como el Señor las ve. Lo cierto es que
solo Dios nos ayuda a ver la realidad cotidiana. Tanta cosa pasa y seguimos de cabeza, duros de
creer. Necesitamos la humildad del ciego, quien ante la pregunta de Jesús sobre si creía en el Hijo
del Hombre, contestó sin titubear: “Creo, Señor, se arrodilló ante el” (Juan 9:38).
Arrodillarnos en familia y comunidad en este 2121, para agradecer a Dios todos sus beneﬁcios.
Hemos sufrido mucho durante esta pandemia; pero no hemos estado solos, Dios nos ha
acompañado en el proceso de sanación. El Papa Francisco en su homilía de marzo de 2017 hizo
estas preguntas: “¿Creéis que Jesús es el Hijo de Dios? ¿Creéis que puede cambiaros el corazón?
¿Creéis que puede hacer ver la realidad como la ve Él, no como la vemos nosotros? ¿Creéis que Él
es la luz, nos da la verdadera luz?” ¿Qué responderíais? Que cada uno responda en su corazón.
Durante la semana, reﬂexionemos sobre estas preguntas que el Papa Francisco recomienda para
vivir en la luz de Cristo.©LPi

Hugh and Sherry McGowan
Directors

Phone: 815-479-0312
Serving Algonquin, Greater Barrington, Cary,
Crystal Lake, Lake Zurich, McHenry, Palatine,
Woodstock and surrounding communities.

Do You Need An Angel?

smsgowan@visitingangels.com
hmcgowan@visitingangels.com
www.visitingangels.com/crystallake
www.visitingangels.com/barrington

4405 Three Oaks Road
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

(815) 479-8400
www.htc24x7.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today!
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513

		

Residential • Commercial
Vacant Land
New Construction
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815-455-7757
drkubik.com

ANDREW SZOCKA

• Attorney At Law
• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Business Law

490 Coventry Lane, Suite 200 • Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Crystal Lake | (815) 455-8430

www.szocka.com

Joe’s

MONARCH HOME

BARBER SHOP
www.joesbarber.com

29 N. Williams St.
Crystal Lake, IL

- REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES -

(815) 459-0620

For all your Real Estate Needs!
Office

Compliments of

Mobile

Jesus Macias
MANAGING BROKER /Realtor

Joe Wheadon - President

815-459-0711

1000 McHenry Ave. • Crystal Lake
macias2j77@gmail.com
www.homesbyjesusmacias.com

O’GRADY’S

Agnes Kumar, DDS

Barber Shop

Business - Home - Auto
Life - Health - Medicare

91 N. Williams Street
Downtown Crystal Lake

www.marsinsurance.com

www.ogradysbarbershop.com

(815) 459-6906
(815) 451-5369

815-459-0616

HERRICK Auto Rebuilders

Crystal Lake, IL
815.356.0033

Crystal Lake’s Best
Since 1968

Complete Auto Body Repairs • 24 Hour Towing
Family Owned and Proudly Operated
Serving Crystal Lake Area For Over 60 Yrs.

(815) 459-9150

The

Rt. 14 & Dole

mrabeef.com

634 W. Terra Cotta 459-3232

Center, Ltd.

Party Time...Dinner Time...Any Time

There is no Substitute for Experience...

(815) 477-0830
Crystal Lake
Pediatric Dental, Ltd.

Anthony L. Minutillo, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Pediatric Dentist

820 E. Terra Cotta Ave.
Rt 176, Crystal Lake
815-356-7960
www.clpediatricdental.com

the

A General Practice Law Firm

IL License 055-035042

David L. Waggoner • Gregory L. Waggoner
Lisa M. Waggoner

Todd Schmid, Parishioner
Call 815-509-5878

All Parishioners

Your Complete Plumbing Contractor

WAGGONER
law firm, p.c.

4 North Walkup Ave., Crystal Lake, IL

Present this Ad for 10% of your first
invoice to be donated to St. Thomas

CHARLIE’S
LAWN SERVICE

815-459-5956
Residential • Commercial • Fully Insured

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today!
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513

“It Pays to compare” Crystal Lakes most affordable Cremation Services
• Online Arrangements Available •

7715 US Rt. 14, Crystal Lake 60012
www.cardinalfuneral.com | 815-451-9040
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