.
CHURCHES OF ST. JOSEPI-T& ST. MAURUS

Office Address: 138 St. Joseph Lane, AppLe Creek, MO- 63;5'
Office Phone: 573-T7¢

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “No one has gone up to heaven except
the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man.” For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,

but that the world might be saved through him. - Jn 3:13, 17

Our Mission Statement
We, the parish communities of St. Joseph - Apple Creek and St. Maurus - Biehle, are called by baptism to

continue Christ's mission through education, example, and service. We are nourished by the Word, Worship
and Sacraments. We dedicate ourselves to minister through the sharing of time, talent and treasure.
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A warm and heartfelt welcome to ALL. If you are new
to the parish, please consider becoming a registered
member. To do so, simply call the parish office
(573-788-2330). We look forward to making you feel
welcome and at home, and invite you to enter fully into
the spiritual and social life of your new parish.

Parish Staff

Pastor: Rev. Michael Benz
573-788-2604

Administrative Assistant: Sheryl Hotop
573-788-2330

Bookkeeper: Kelly Mansfield
573-788-2330

PSR Director: Ashly Richardet
573-768-0338

Youth Group Leader: Open Position

Office Mailing Address for both Parishes

138 St. Joseph Lane, Perryville, MO 63775
Phone: 573-788-2330

Email: stioeapc@gmail.com

Website: stjosephandstmaurus.org

OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday 8 A.M.- 4 P.M.
Friday 8 AM. - 12 P.M.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Tuesday, 10 A.M.

Mass Schedule
Sunday Mass Schedule: Weekday Mass Schedule:
1st & 3rd Saturday, Tuesday & Thursday
5:00 P.M.at St. Joseph 8 A.M. at St. Joseph
Wednesday & Friday

2nd, 4th & 5th Saturday,
5:00 P.M. at St. Maurus

Sunday, 7:30 A.M. at St. Joseph
Sunday, 9:30 A.M. at St. Maurus

Confessions
Saturdays, 4:00-4:45 P.M.

1st & 3rd Saturday at St. Joseph
2nd, 4th & 5th Saturday at St. Maurus

Adoration Hours

Tuesdays: 8:30 A.M.to 6:30 P.M. at St. Joseph
(6:30 P.M. closing Adoration and Benediction)
Wednesdays: 8:30 A.M. to 6:30 P.M. at St. Maurus
(6:30 P.M. closing Adoration and Benediction)

8 A.M. at St. Maurus
(After weekday morning Masses,
join us as we pray the rosary
and Divine Mercy Chaplet)

FORMED: signup.formed.org
Sign up for FREE with your email. Use the parish office zip code
63775 when signing up and enjoy the content you want.

Parish App: Text App to 55321 to download our parish app. elect
our Parish after opening the app.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, September 13
5:00PM (St. Maurus) - Jack Rhodes

Sunday, September 14
7:30AM (St. Joseph) - Levi Welker
9:30AM (St. Maurus) - Pro Populi

*Monday, September 15
5:30PM (St. Joseph) - Priest Intention

Tuesday, September 16
8:00AM (St. Joseph) - Alma Unterreiner

Wednesday, September 17
8:00AM (St. Maurus) - Timothy M. Tarrillion

Thursday, September 18
8:00AM (St. Joseph) - Kathryn Schnurbusch

Friday, September 19
8:00AM (St. Maurus) - All Souls

*Saturday, September 20
8:00AM (St. Maurus) - Priest Intention

Saturday, September 20
5:00PM (St. Joseph) - William Triller

Sunday, September 21
7:30AM (St. Joseph) - Oliver & Alice Bachmann
9:30AM (St. Maurus) - Pro Populi

*Saturday morning and Monday evening Mass will not be held if
there's a funeral, wedding or other special Mass the same day.

We remember in prayer the deceased members of our parishes
and their families

Paul Renner
Hubert Halter
Cletus Schnurbusch

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
Perpetual light shine upon them.

RS

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Craig Arneson, Elaine (private intention), Ryder Pingel, Jane
Schuessler, Mike Nadeu, Barbara Ponder, Tyler Fritsche, Edna
Green, MaryHelen Newell, Kenny Buerck, Dean Schnurbusch,
Kathy Sparks, Kathy First, Riley Smith, Eleanor Unterreiner,
Shannon Mueller, Trent Bronenkant, Mary Retherford, Ed &
Doris Balsmann, Bonnie Geringer, Gayla Volz, Liz Benz, Lar-
ry Lozier, Zelma Wibbenmeyer, Don Brown, Melba Wilmarth,
Bob Baer, Julie Beardslee, Leo & Rose Meyer, and All those
that continue to suffer with extended illnesses throughout our
community.

We support one another through our prayers. If you would like
your loved one remembered in this prayer list please call the Church
Office, 788-2330 or email stjoeapc@gmail.com. (Due to confidenti-
ality guidelines, only the person requesting prayer or a designated
Sfamily member may place or remove a name.)
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Organizations and Committees:

Regular Meetings:

e Joint Parish Council: 3rd Thursday, 7 P.M.

e Joint Finance Council: 4th Thursday, 6 P.M.
(September, November, January, March, May)

R.C.ILA.: Candidates meet with the Pastor on Sundays
After the 9:30 A.M. at St. Maurus

PSR: (K-8) (St. Maurus) 6:30 P.M. - 7:45 P.M. (Wednesday)

Ladies of St. Joseph: (St. Joseph) 4th Thursday 7 P.M.
(odd months)

St. Ann’s Sodality: (St. Maurus) 2nd Thursday 7 P.M.
(even months)

Knights of Columbus: 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 P.M.

Men’s Group: (St. Joseph) 4th Thursday, 7:00 P.M.

(odd months)

The Community of Transcendent Men presents Men’s Cross
Training www.catholicctm.org

Society of St. Vincent de Paul help line 573-547-1797

Western Catholic Union: As scheduled

Sacraments:

Baptism: Appointment with Pastor
(St. Maurus) Sunday after 9:30A.M. Mass
(St. Joseph) 11A.M. Sunday
Saturday Evening

Weddings: 6 months preparation for registered parishioners

St. Joseph: Sunday, September 21, 2025
Dianne Baer, Margie Triller
MONEY COUNTERS

St. Maurus: Sunday, September 21, 2025
Ed & Margie Welker, Patty Wibbenmeyer

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025
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MINISTERS FOR THE
COMING WEEK:

Note: If you are unable to serve at the assigned
time, please call someone to fill your spot or call the
church office. Thank you!

Monday, September 15, 5:30PM, St. Joseph
Lector: TBD

Saturday, September 20, 8:00AM, St. Maurus
Lector: TBD

Saturday, September 20, 5:00PM, St. Joseph

Lector: Rosie Danker

Ministers: Karen Kohlfeld, Jason Welker,
Blake Winschel

Server:  Jacob Winschel

Sunday, September 21, 7:30AM, St. Joseph

Lector: Andrew Seabaugh

Ministers: Craig Meredith, Mia Pohlman,
Bonnie Welker

Server: Bryce Meyer

Sunday, September 21, 9:30AM, St. Maurus

Lector: Gerry Keene

Ministers: Jessica Baer, Tammy Pleimann,
Tim Tarrillion

Server: Charlie Malawey

St. Joseph Offerings for August 31, 2025

General Fund................ $2373.50
Beef for Picnic.................. $75.00
Museum............cceeuennn.. $71.00

St. Joseph Offerings for September 7, 2025
General Fund................ $4085.00
Building Repairs............... $60.00
Catholic Ed Fund.............. $15.00

St. Maurus Offerings for August 31, 2025

General Fund................ $3670.00
Breakfast Donations........... $10.00

St. Maurus Offerings for September 7, 2025
General Fund.................... $5889.00
Breakfast Donations............... $65.00
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Upcoming Formation Programs for the Entire Family

Men of St. Maurus and St. Joseph: Contact Tim Tarrillion if
interested in attending the Thursday Bible Study.

Women of St. Joseph and St. Maurus: Contact Bonnie
Welker if interested in joining the Women of Joy Bible
Study Group on Mondays.

In addition to these bible study programs, we'll be having an
adult formation program at St. Maurus this year similar to
what we had last year at St. Joseph. We'll meet on the first,
third, and fifth Wednesday evenings of each month begin-
ning at 6 pm with dinner, followed by a faith based video
program and a discussion. Invite anyone you think might be
interested in an evening of food, faith, and fellowship with
our community. Our videos and discussions for the first 6
weeks will be Lectio: Prayer: Finding Intimacy with God
with Dr. Tim Gray. RSVP requested (parish office at 573-
788-2330) but not necessary so that we can have an idea how
much food to prepare and books to order.

The Order for Christian Initiation for Adults is also set to go
at St. Maurus. We will be meeting on Sundays at St. Maurus
following the 9:30 AM Mass in the parish center to discuss
the Sunday readings and cover a lesson about the essentials
of the Catholic Faith. We already have a couple of candi-
dates joining us. If you or anyone else is interested in the
Catholic Faith or in need of receiving the Sacrament of Con-
firmation, please contact me at 537-788-2604 or the parish
office at 573-788-2330. This is looking like a special year for
us as we prepare for the Easter Vigil at St. Maurus on April
4, 2026.

Parish Council meeting 7:00p.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 18 at St. Joseph

Finance Council meeting 6:00p.m. Sept. 25 at
St. Maurus.

Women’s Bible Study meets on Mondays, fol-
lowing the 5:30pm Mass at St. Joseph. The focus is
a study of the Blessed Virgin Mary, including sev-
eral Marian Apparitions. Silent time for prayer will
be a part of the program as we grow in faith togeth-
er with the Church Militant, Suffering and Trium-
phant. If interested—please sign up with Sheryl at
the office so we know how much program materials
to order.

THANK YOU

The Family of Paul Renner would like to thank eve-
ryone for their support during this difficult time.
Thank you, Fr. Benz for all the visits, prayers, and
Masses for Paul. Your kindness will always be re-
membered. Kathy Renner

WEEKLY READINGS
Readings for the week of September 14, 2025

Sunday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/In 19:25-27
or Lk 2:33-35

Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5,
6/Lk 7:11-17

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
Lk 7:31-35

Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8,9, 10
Lk 7:36-50

Friday: 1 Tm 6:2¢-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18,
19-20/Lk 8:1-3

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5
Lk 8:4-15

Next Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (see la,

7b)/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13

St. Maurus Breakfast - September 14, 2025
Serving from 7:30 a.m. until noon

Breakfast & Fall Festival - October 19, 2025

Save the date!

e Flyers can be picked up at the entrance of
church. Please help us spread the word about
our Coming Events!

Picnic News:

Thank you to all those that helped prepare before, during

and after our picnic. Your dedication and many long

hours are greatly appreciated. Thank you to those that

made donations of any kind; your talents and financial

support are a blessing.

e We served 884 adults and 30 children

e Our gross income was approx. $51,800.00.

e Congratulations to our raffle winners:

Ronnie Zoellner ($1500), Scott Brewer ($1000), Leona

Warzala ($500), Bobby Buchheit ($250), Don Schnur-

busch (nailer donated by Rozier’s Hardware), Pat Meyer

(Rhodes gift cards)

e A financial summary will be made available as soon
as all bills are received.

Men & Ladies of St. Joseph:

e Our next meeting is on Sept. 25 at 7p.m.

e The Ladies continue to collect Best Choice
Labels. You can put these in the basket or drop
them off at the church office.
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St. Maurus/St. Joseph Parish Mission
Pilgrimage of Faith

As part of the 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope, St Maurus and St. Joseph parishes will host a 3-part
parish mission aimed at revitalizing our belief that hope and renewed spirituality will provide
guidance in today’s challenging world. The mission provides the opportunity to come together
for mass, fellowship and exploration of our Catholic faith. The events will be highlighted by
guest speaker Patti Schneier, a life-long Catholic, author, wife, and mother of three from the
Archdiocese of St. Louis. Mark your calendar and share an invitation with friends and family
for the following sessions: (These free events are all provided courtesy of St. Louis Archdiocese)

PARISH MISSION
St. Maurus Parish Hall
5:30 pm Mass
6:15 — 7:00 pm Dinner/Fellowship
7:00 — 8:30 pm Presentation
RSVP by September 15, 2025 by signing the sign-up sheets found in St. Maurus Church and St. Joseph Church or
call the parish office at 573-788-2330

Part I: The Eucharist, The Source and Summit of Part II: God I Really Don’t Have Time for This
Everything Monday, March 16, 2026

Monday, September 22, 2025
Program will focus on how to incorporate our core faith
Program will focus on the Eucharist and why we believe | beliefs and prayer into everyday life.

what we believe as Catholics.

WOMEN’S RETREAT
St. Maurus Parish Hall
6:00 pm Dinner/Fellowship
6:45 pm Presentation

Advent by Candlelight
Thursday, December 11, 2025

An evening for women only, exploring how faith, hope and prayer guide women through the ups and downs of being a
wife, mother and career woman.

Advent 2025 Perry County Men’s Cross Training schedule
Men of Christ

Please join us for an hour on Tuesdays during the months of September through November as we learn more
about our faith through video and ordained clergy presentations combined with thought-provoking discus-
sions.

September 16 - The obstacles to holiness for men and how to combat them. - Deacon Tom Schumer
September 23 - How to get your adult children to return to the faith - Father Tony

October 7 - Authentic Christian Masculinity — Father Ranjan

October 14 - The role of Laity in Parish life. — Father Michael Benz

October 21 - Exorcism and Demonic Possession.

We meet in the conference room at the Laboure Center (St Mary’s of the Barrons Gift Shop building) at 6:30
for THE ROSARY and the presentation starts at 7:00 on the above listed dates.




St. Maurus and St. Joseph Parish Councils Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 21, 2025, 7 PM St. Maurus Biehle Parish Center

1) Father Benz opened the meeting with prayer.
2) In Attendance: Father Benz, St. Maurus; Gerry Keene, Kathy Cowan, Casey Schilling, Isaac Baer. St. Joseph;

Hunter Winschel, Neal Bachmann, Tammy Hotop. Excused; Stan Balsman 3) June’s Minutes were reviewed and

approved by Neal and seconded by Kathy. 4) Pastor’s Report

a. Hunter Winschel was welcomed as the newest member to the St. Joseph Parish Council. He was the only nominee
who accepted so we did not need an election. Father listed what he felt a Parish Council member's responsibilities
were: 1) Meet once a month; 2) Once a member is assigned to one of the 3 ministries, they are to report back to
council with updates; 3) Pray for the parish; 4) Reflect on the needs of Worship, Parish Ministry & Social Out-
reach. The council agreed with these responsibilities.

b. 2025 Fruits of the Harvest Report for the Southern Vicariate:

i. Fr. Lydon shares with us the ways that the Vicariate team has worked with the parishes in our two deaneries to
1) Build Relationships; 2) Provide Support; 3) Address Needs 4) Form Disciples; and 5) how we are looking
ahead to the coming year. This provides a good format for us to consider how we also are serving our Lord, our
parish, and the people of our community. All we do is for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

ii. Mission Statement: Rooted in Christ, we plant and nourish the Seeds of Faith in Word and Deed.

¢. Our Parish Mission Statement: Newly returned to the cover of our bulletins after a few years of absence:
1. “We—the parish communities of St. Joseph Apple Creek and St. Maurus Biehle - are called by baptism
to continue Christ’s mission through education, example, and service. We are nourished by the Word,
Worship, and Sacraments. We dedicate ourselves to minister through the sharing of time, talent, and
treasure.”

ii. Remember it and re-evaluate our fulfillment of it and our need to reshape it.

d. Life Teen is thrilled to present their newest camp: Life Teen Camp Cana! Located near Ste. Genevieve, this
stunning property — the former Chaumette vineyard and winery — will become a sacred space for teenagers

from across the Midwest and beyond to experience a life-changing encounter with Christ. It may also be avail

able for other parish groups and something to consider in the future for our own groups.

i. It is also how I envision our own parish grounds to be of use.

ii. We do have some Freshmen from St. Vincent DePaul using our grounds in early September for a day of

recollection.
3) Worship Ministry:

a. OCIA is set for the 2025-2026 year. It will be held at St. Maurus Sunday’s after 9:30 AM Mass beginning the 1st
Sunday in September and will run through April. Father may extend past April. OCIA helps in Preparing for the
Easter Vigil Sacraments of Initiation. It is a very hopeful year as we could very well have 7 children (in conjunction
with PSR catechesis) receiving the sacraments of initiation along with 3 young adults. This shows that St. Maurus is
a vibrant parish community. Pray for these catechumens and candidates that they persevere in the good work God
has begun in them.

b. St. Joseph 200" Anniversary Committee continues to work with Cindy Buchheit, Interior Designer with UNIQUE
AMBIANCE who has agreed to help us put together a comprehensive plan of repair and beautification. The com
mittee met this week to discuss revisions. We’re excited to share it with everyone but we want to get new bids to
ensure that it fits within the scope of our finances before we let you know the full scope. Neal was asked to men
tion to not overcomplicate the design. Choose a few suggestions and keep the design simple.

c. St. John the Baptist Vigil Bonfire on Monday evening, June 23~at St. Joseph had a small group but enjoyed the even
ing. Special thanks to Kathy Mangels and Dave Meyer. Since it was very hot, we kept the scale down: right outside
the hall basement doors so that we could roast hot dogs and marshmallows at the small bonfire and have recourse to
the air-conditioned hall as needed. Adults talked outside while the chimney swifts circled overhead. Children kicked
a soccer ball around for a while. This will be a good model for next year’s celebration.

4) Parish Ministry:
a. St. Joseph Maintenance Meeting discussed:
i. Concrete Parking Lot: Extend from hamburger stand to end of the sidewalk, about 74 Yards.
ii. Steps up to the Church are chipped & need repair. The ramp is fine.
iii. It would be beneficial to add a canopy over the entrance steps, similar to St. Maurus.
iv. The Parish Hall Escape Door was rotten and has been replaced.
v. The hamburger stand has been painted by Bert Winschel and family.
b. St. Maurus Maintenance Needs.
i. AC units need to be replaced. The kitchen is estimated to cost $10,000. The 2 smaller units in the PSR rooms are
estimated at $7000/ea but do not need to both be replaced at the same time.
ii. Corpus Cristi altar building needs repaired, in particular the door.

iii. Jeff Welker is looking into an exhaust system for the picnic garage concession stand.

iv. Bids are out for the picnic garage roof replace/repair. Casey mentioned Buchheit carries metal roofing if interested.



c¢. Update from Gerry on CTM.
i. Men’s cross training has a 9 week program beginning Sept 9th. They meet each Tuesday for 1 hour through
Nov. at the St. Mary’s of Barron's Gift Shop at 6:30pm. Another 9 week program will begin around Lent.
ii. They learn about the faith through presentations from ordained clergy with discussion.
iii. Gerry said if the ladies were interested in a similar program, he would help to get it started. The women
would need a core team of 4 members and he could share with them the format for the meetings.
d. Ladies of St. Joseph:
i. Donating 2 Quilts for BINGO at the picnic
ii. They are finishing cleaning the hall for the picnic.
iii. Planning on making Apple Butter again in the Fall.
e. PSR
i. Ashley Richardet, PSR Coordinator will be training Megan Best this coming year to take over as Coordinator
for the 2026-27 year.

ii. Class will begin Wed, Sept 3rd in church with the rosary, followed by an Open House in the classrooms. Mass
will be held the following Wed, Sept 10th at 6:30 pm at St. Maurus.

iii. In the future, Megan would like to have a meal once a month with PSR families, with a mandatory 1 parent to
attend.

f. Women’s Bible Study
i. Women’s Bible Study (Women of Joy) will be led by Bonnie Welker and begins on Monday, Sept 8th
following the 5:30pm Mass at St. Joseph. There are about 12 women currently interested.

ii. Focus will be a study of the Blessed Virgin Mary, including several Marian Apparitions.

iii. Silent time for prayer will be a part of the program as we grow in faith together with the Church Militant,
Suffering and Triumphant.

iv. To join the study group, sign up with Sheryl in the office.

g. Men’s Bible Study
1. Tim Tarrillion leads the Men’s Bible Study. He is looking at programs through Formed with a focus on Mary.
He will have his plans put together by the weekend and text the current members to be sure Thursday is a good
night to meet. There are currently 10 interested.
h. Wednesday Evening Adult Formation Program at St. Maurus is an ongoing program in learning more about the faith.
The program begins Sept, 3rd with a meal at 6pm in the hall with a video and discussion. More info in the bulletin
i. Youth Ministry and Family Involvement Survey.
i. Mia Pohlman resigned as Youth Minister.
ii. Judy Brown drafted a survey to hand out to all families. Father will send the council a draft for approval and
will coordinate this with his Homily.
j. St. Ann’s Sodality. Donna Seabaugh provided the following updates:
i. Cookbooks are in the printing stage.
ii. Asking for volunteers for the upcoming meals for mission and OCIA.

iii. Donating $500 for the fall festival event.

iv. Providing a quilt for both breakfasts but will need to reimburse ladies $250 each since they do not have enough
quilters to make the quilts and had to purchase several for the events.

v. Discussed improving the garden area by the rectory. Mary Laurentius organized a watering crew for the flowers
during dry weather.

vi. Discussed improving the Christmas tour by adding refreshments in the hall side room and providing a small

memento from St. Maurus.
vii. All are pleased with hiring Jackie Behrle as the church cleaner for both parishes.
viii. The outreach group has not visited anyone since the last meeting.
ix. There are 2 ladies cleaning corporals and purificators.
5) Social Outreach Ministry:

a. Respect Life Apostolate parish liaison is Ruth Brown

b. Vocations Promotion liaison is Barb Miller

c. Hospitality Audit Survey from the Southern Vicariate Evangelization Committee. To be reviewed in Sept.

6) Any other reports?

a. St. Maurus ball field to be turned into additional parking. Isaac has drawn up plans to include 67 parking spots.

b. Knights of Columbus has donated $750 to each parish for utilities.

c. St. Maurus - Ozark gas will replace the relief valve in order to prevent future gas leaks.

d. AED update: St. Joseph was selected as a recipient of an AED device and invited to receive it on Tues, Oct 7th
at the Hirsch Community Room at the Cape Public Library. Stan plans to attend the award luncheon. Casey has
not heard back regarding the St. Maurus AED request.

e. Father will add the request back into the bulletin in the search for Saturday evening musician.
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