
 

 

 

St. Catherine of Alexandria 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

January 19, 2025 



 

2 

PRAY FOR OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN 
 

Please pray for the following members of our parish  
and community who are serving in the military. 

Travis Albrecht 
Carlos Arroyo 
David Bailey 

Alexander Baron 
Charles Berglund 

Gregory Brazinsky 
Liam Burke 

Captain Daniel Caddigan 
Billie Capertone 

Sam Carollo 
Stephen Carrigee 
Jose Cervantes 

Michael Chesna 
Mark Christian 

Michael Connolly 
Martin Liam Cosgrove 

Glenn Dietrick 
Daniel Eul 

Timothy Evans 
Major Jeffrey T. Finley 

Bob Fix 
Captain Joe Fix 

Kimberly White-Fix 
Carrie Garrison 

Christopher Gierhahn 
Fr. Ed Gorman, Chaplain 

Dave Handing 
Will Hanson 
John Hartrich 

Thomas Hartrich 
Matthew Raymond Hasting 

Joseph Heredia 
Joseph L. Korpitz 

Steven Macke 
 

Daniel Maikisch 
Patrick Maikisch 
Jason Malburg 

Peter Manning, Jr. 
Matthew Marcinkowski 

Ryan Markmann 
Jeffrey McGowan 

Thomas McGowan, Jr. 
Steve McHale 

Patricia McNamara 
Robert Michaels 

John Jeffery Miller 
Thomas Murphy 
Sean O’Malley 
John O’Sullivan 

Anthony Parmigiani 
Vincent Parmigiani 

Nicholas Patla 
Joe Pohl III 

Mark Pruzinowski 
Patrick J. Reidy 
Terra Salamone 

Eric Smith 
Michael Sorice 
Bryan Stalzer 
James Stevens 
Dan Sullivan 
Tim Sullivan 

Brandon Vasquez 
Vincent F. Vitek 

Conor Wedel 
Sean Wedel 

Charlotte White 
John White III 
Steve Wilson  

   MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 
 
 
 
Monday, January 20 
Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr; Saint Sebastian, Martyr; 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
8:30am:  The Jubilee Year - Pilgrims of Hope 

 

Tuesday, January 21 
Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
8:30am:  †All Fathers (living and deceased)  

 

Wednesday, January 22 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 
8:30am:  †Carmelita Manalo Galvez 
  For the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 
 

Thursday, January 23 
Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; Saint Marianne Cope, Virgin 
8:30am:  †Ed Gierut 
  †Anne Gierut 
   

Friday, January 24 
Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
8:30am:  SCA & Rel. Ed. Students,  
  Teachers and Staff Members 
   

Saturday, January 25 
Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle 
4:00pm:  †Rose Cahill 
  †Florence Cano 
    

Sunday, January 26 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
National Catholic Schools Week begins 
8:00am:  †Geraldine Albrecht 
  †Catherine Reardon 
 

9:30am:  Arlene Marzano 
  SCA & Rel. Ed. Students,  
  Teachers and Staff Members 
 

11:30am: Casmierz and †Maria Kozlowski 
 

6:00pm:  †St. Catherine Parishioners    

The Sanctuary Lamp 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns this coming week for:  
   

The Jubilee Year - Pilgrims of Hope 

REST IN PEACE 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
 

 Patricia Sako and Gilbert T. Valdez 
 

Please keep the Sako, Valdez and Whalen families                         

in your prayers. 

The 2024 Pray for the Sick List has been printed and added to 
our Prayer Book of Intentions in Church. We will still, as a 
community of faith, continue to pray for all our loved ones who 
are sick. May God bless each of them. 

Jude Atkus 
Crew Bose 
Jim Cahill 
Gloria De La Mora 
Miguel Lopez 
Moira Scully Papp 
 
 

 

SIGN UP 
FOR FREE 

THE CATHOLIC FAITH. ON DEMAND. 
 

Get thousands of enriching Catholic 
movies, programs, audio, and books 
instantly on FORMED when you sign up 
with your parish. 
 

To sign up for free: 
1. Visit signup.formed.org 
2. Enter your parish zip code or name 

                            IN APPRECIATION 
 

Thank you to everyone who came out to             
help us put our Christmas decorations away. 
We are very appreciative and grateful for               
the teamwork. 



 

 Dear Parishioners, 
 

Praised Be Jesus Christ. Renewal is 
one of the fundamental tasks of the 

Archdiocese and really of the Church 
at large. Otherwise, we stagnate and 
become complacent. Ever dwindling numbers 

become, “just the way things are.” Meager vocations 
and parish mergers are the result of the reality of a 
lack of renewal. As harsh as it is, the logic of 

mergers is sound. Why have 100 people going to 
Mass at this parish and 100 going to this parish 
wouldn’t it be better to have 200 at one site, with 

heating and cooling costs, and hopefully for a better 
overall experience. That doesn’t even mention that 
we have so few priests, let alone quality priests to 

keep these sites open. But the reality of attachment 
to a place and space is powerful. We get used to 
crucifixes, and pews, and even things like carpeting. 

I had a woman explain to me that she hadn’t been 
back to one church since they changed the carpeting. 
She admitted it was old ugly carpeting, but it was 

their old ugly carpeting. And so with every merger 
some people refuse to come back, and unless 
anything fundamentally changes those mergers cycle 

into more mergers. Lack of vocations to both 
priesthood and to religious life goes hand and hand 
with this. If people don’t want to go to Church why 

would they want to serve the Church. All the 
programs we do, become to a degree, entertainment 
for those who are going to Church, something to 

pass the time. Renewal is the only antidote for this. 
It requires a fundamental shift in how we think about 
Church and ourselves and our faith lives. 

Co-Implementation is a program that we have been 
selected for by the Archdiocese as part of their 

ongoing renewal efforts. We are one of the early 
sites selected for this program. What it means is we 
will be working hand and hand with the Archdiocese 

to implement programs meant to build a culture of 
renewal. Believe it or not, there are Catholic 
Churches that are growing, where people have come 

to believe in Jesus and to have that fundamentally 
impact and change their lives. Following some of 
their template, adjusted to St. Catherine’s and               

Oak Lawn, makes a lot of sense and gives me a lot 
of hope. Sean O’Dea is our on-sight coordinator of 
this program for us. He will be with us for the next 

three months and then if all goes to plan, for the next 
three years. He is paid entirely by the Archdiocese  
of Chicago.  

There will be other resources and people we will be 
getting help from as part of this process. What is 

required of us is buy in, and an openness to show up 
and try some of the new ideas. It will mean investing 
in food and hospitality because that’s part of making 

a place where people want to come. 

One of the great strengths of St. Catherine’s is the 
willingness to volunteer, to show up and offer hours 
of time for things ranging from carnival, to picnics, 
trunk or treats, and softball games. Church stuff is 
on occasion, included in the list of things for which 
people are willing to show up. People get 
uncomfortable sharing faith, being vulnerable, or 
trying out new things especially when it comes to 
faith. My only ask is that you being willing to try. 
We all individually need to renew ourselves if we 
are going to renew the parish. We are the parish and 
its not something someone else can do. We are all on 
to know and love Jesus more and to bring others to 
love Him more. We are not just a community 
organization but a Church. Fundamentally its who 
we are. But, more than that, I also believe that Jesus 
can and will do wonderful things with us. I believe 
that when we open ourselves up to Him, and let Him 
work, great things happen for us. Come Holy Spirit 
and renew St. Catherine’s. 
 
God Bless, 
Fr. Matt 
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PERPETUAL NOVENA TO ST. RITA OF CASCIA 
St. Rita of Cascia Shrine Chapel 

7740 S. Western Ave. 
Thursday, February 6 at 7:00pm 

 

Confession is available at 6:00pm. Mass and 
novena prayers will begin at 7:00pm. Stay after 
Mass to enjoy a slice of the famous Racine 
Danish Kringle and socialize with new friends. Secure and 
ample parking is available. stritashrinechicago.com   

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the liturgy, you are much more than simple ‘helpers of 
the parish priest.’ Above all, you are servers of Jesus 
Christ, of the eternal High Priest. Thus, you, altar servers, 
are called in particular to be young friends of Jesus. Be 
determined to go deeper and to cultivate a friendship with 
him. You will discover that in Jesus you have found a 
true friend for life. — Pope Saint John Paul I 
 

It is time to renew our team of Altar Servers. We are 
currently recruiting New Altar Servers and Past Altar 
Servers. As well as parents to help us build a new team 
for this ministry. Do you want to be an Altar Server or 
know someone who is interested?  
 

Anyone who has received their First Holy Communion is 
able to serve at the Altar. If you or someone you know is 
interested in serving, let us know.  
 

For more information, please contact Sandra Bustamante 
at 708-423-5747 or sbustamante@scaoaklawn.org.  

SOCKS & LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT DRIVE 
Now – January 31 

 

All items can be dropped off at the rectory office  
Monday – Friday 8:30am to 8:00pm or Saturday 
10:00am to 2:00pm. You can also drop off donations 
at the VFW Post #5220: 9514 S. 52nd Ave. 
 

This event is being sponsored by VFW 5220                    
Oak Lawn Auxiliary 

Second Collection for the Church in Latin America 
January 25 & 26 

https://www.stritashrinechicago.com/
mailto:sbustamante@scaoaklawn.org
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St. Peregrine Novena  
St. Catherine of Alexandria 

10621 S. Kedvale 
  

St. Peregrine is the patron saint for                
persons suffering from illnesses of all types 
in particular cancer. Saint Peregrine was 
healed of a cancerous ulcer on his leg which 
was considered  beyond saving. The fame of 
this event in 1325 spread rapidly around the western Church. 
  

Christians, and especially the sick, began to invoke his name and 
seek his intercession for the relief of their suffering and even for 
a cure from sickness. The canonization of  St. Peregrine in 1726 
increased people’s devotion to him which spread to the 
universal Church. 
  

St. Catherine of Alexandria will begin offering a Novena to                
St. Peregrine at 7:00pm in the church. The Novena will be held 
for 9 Mondays. All are welcome.  
Please only enter through the doors on Kedvale. There is a 
handicap accessible ramp available if needed. 
  

  
  
  
Any questions, contact Karen Brogan at 708-691-9529.            
A First & Second Class Relic of St. Peregrine will be at each 
Novena date listed. 

January 20 
January 27 
February 3 

February 10 
February 17 
February 24 

March 3 
March 10 
March 17 

MINISTER OF CARE TRAINING 
Our Lady of the Woods  

10731 W. 131st Street in Orland Park 
Tuesdays: January 21, 28 & February 4, 2025 

 

5:30pm: Presentation begins with a light meal; Ends at 8:00pm 
 

Participation in these sessions meets the Office for Divine 
Worship, Archdiocese of Chicago, requirements to be 
eligible for mandating as a parish Minister of Care, 
ministering to the sick and homebound members of the 
parish. Participants must be approved and sent by a 
member of their parish Pastoral team. The sessions will 
include such topics as spirituality of ministry, ministry to 
the aged, the experience of suffering, dying and death, 
pastoral listening skills, prayer and Eucharist, and the 
theological and practical dimensions od ministry. This 
seminar provides fresh theology and insights into the 
pastoral practice of the Ministry of Care. 
 

Presenter: Sr. Gael Gensler - Pastoral Associate                             
at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
 

To register go to https://ministrycommissionsv5.com 



 

 

SCA SCHOOL NEWS 

Science classes are in full force at St. Catherine of Alexandria School!  Our 3rd grade completed a lab investigating 
electrical systems - it was entitled Light It Up!  5th grade explored the science behind the Gingerbread Boy story in a 
recent cookie dissolve lab, while 6th grade science completed a STEM challenge building Gingerbread homes with 
graham crackers, frosting, and personal sweet touches.  7th graders experimented with invisible ink, exploring 
different chemical reactions in their science classes.  In Pre-K 4, students were treated  to a movie 
afternoon as a thank you from a cancer patient who received the Christmas card they made. Cards were 
sent home with a Pre-K mom who is an oncology nurse!  What a treat!  Finally, several SCA students were 
recently recognized after an all school liturgy for completing all of their iReady assignments.  What a 
tremendous accomplishment!  St. Catherine of Alexandria - Pray for us!  Go Chargers!!! 
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Alpha Week # 1: February 12 
Session Topic: Is there more to life than this? 

6:30 pm in Kane Hall 
(dinner will be served) 

Explore:  
life, faith, meaning 
Watch Alpha stories: 
alphausa.org/stories 

 
Interested? 
Contact Mike Bentley,                                                                                      
mbentley@scaoaklawn.org                                

Volunteer Opportunity 

Ronald McDonald House 
4410 W. 93rd St. in Oak Lawn 

 

Tuesday, January 28 
 

The Parish Pastoral Council will be volunteering at the Ronald 
McDonald House on January 28. Ronald McDonald House will 
do a background check on all volunteers. There is a maximum 
of 10 volunteers and we do carpool.  
 

If you would like to join us or participate, please email               
Theresa Ready tready@scaoaklawn.org or call 708-425-2850. 
Monetary donations would be helpful. Make checks payable to                            
St. Catherine of Alexandria and write Ronald McDonald House 
in the memo. 
 

Our parish will participate in this volunteer opportunity on a 
monthly basis. We are grateful to Joe McCarthy who is the 
driving force in making St. Catherine of Alexandria a part of 
this service opportunity. 

NO ONE ALONE 
Hangar Clinic 

11346 S. Cicero Ave. in Alsip 
11:00am to 12:00pm (2nd Wednesday of every month) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No One Alone was created to provide support, knowledge 
and a sense of community for any and all who struggle 
with limb loss. We meet the 2nd Wednesday of every 
month. Questions: Email Mike Moriarty at 
noonealone2024@gmail.com. 

COME JOIN ALPHA! 
 

Alpha is a series of videos and group 

conversations that explore life, spirituality, and 

faith through a Christian lens. We create a             

non-judgmental and open environment where 

it is easy for anyone who is strong, uncertain, or simply curious 

about faith in Jesus to explore questions of life and faith in a 

friendly atmosphere. If this sounds like something that interests 

you or something that is calling to you, we would love for you 

to try Alpha.  
  

Who? Anyone seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.  
What? An opportunity to have an encounter with Jesus that 
challenges you to grow in faith.  
Why? To nurture your spirit.  
Where? St. Catherine of Alexandria’s Kane Hall  
When? Wednesday, February 12 at 6:30pm  
(dinner will be served)   
How? If you are interested and would like to register, contact 

Mike Bentley at mbentley@scaoaklawn.org  or 708-906-3971                                       



Altar Servers  
January 25 
4:00pm: TBD 
 

January 26 
8:00am: Olivia R/Vincent R/Analisa N 
9:30am: Tim S 
11:30am: Norah G/Bridget M/Ryan D 
6:00pm: TBD 
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Music Schedule  
January 25 
4:00pm: Noreen Martin 
 

January 26 
8:00am: No Music 
9:30am: Joyful Noise/Bell Chimers/Mustard Seeds 
11:30am: Hallelujah Choir 
6:00pm: 8th Grade/High School Ensemble 

Lector Schedule  
January 25 
4:00pm: Jerry Carberry 
 

January 26 
8:00am: Jerry Albrecht 
9:30am: Catholic Schools Week 
11:30am: Ruby A 
6:00pm: Deb Caffee 

Eucharistic Minister Schedule  
January 25 
4:00pm: Kelly Blizzard/TBD 
 

January 26 
8:00am: Peggy Faust/Sue Salmon 
9:30am: Sandra Bustamante/Jill Pertchi 
11:30am: Mitch Ciesla/Lynn Hartman 
6:00pm: Joanne Ryan 

 

GiveCentral Offering                
QR Code 

This QR Code will take you directly to our SCA                        
GiveCentral Page. Scan the QR Code with your 
smartphone and scroll to the desired donation                                       
envelope/link. We are very grateful for your support!             

https://www.givecentral.org/location/302event/20836 

 

 

Weekly Activities 
The Adoration Chapel is open Monday through Friday                   
from 3:15pm to 6:15pm. 
 

Monday, January 20 
No School/Rectory Office & Adoration Chapel Closed 
7:00pm: St. Peregrine Novena-Church 
 

Tuesday, January 21 
8:00pm: Athletic Board Meeting-Kane Hall 
 

Wednesday, January 22 
2:30pm-3:30pm: Children’s Choir & Bell Choir Practice-Church 
4:15pm-4:45pm: Children’s Choir & Bell Choir Practice-Church 
6:45pm: Adult Family Handchime Choir Practice-Church 
7:15pm: Hallelujah Choir Practice-Church 
 

Thursday, January 23 
8:00am: Online-New School Family Registration 
6:30pm-8:00pm: TRIP Sales-Church Vestibule 
 

Saturday, January 25 
2nd Collection-Church in Latin America 
4:00pm: Mass & Dinner-2024 Baptism Families (RSVP) 
 

Sunday, January 26 
2nd Collection-Church in Latin America 
Catholic Schools Week begins-9:30am Mass-School Open House 
No Religious Education Classes 

Week of January 12, 2025  

Regular Sunday Collections:$   9,701 
 

GiveCentral:               $  2,813 
 

Total:                $12,514 
 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

In honor of  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: 
 

The Adoration Chapel and the 
Rectory Office will be closed on 
Monday, January 20. 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL
LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

 
jblanford@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2141

Ed Jozefiak, MA, CSA
An Independent Insurance Agent/

Consultant

• Medicare Supplements 
• Medicare Part D

708-425-4058
Parishioner

A Member of the Society of Certified Senior Advisors

Independently Owned 

 and Operated
• Licensed to arrange pre-paid funerals 

• Traditional & non-traditional services 

• Burials • Cremations • Memorial services

www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
9837 South Kedzie Ave.  • Evergreen Park, IL 60805 

708-499-3223

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.

$1995
Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

PLUMBER
Martin

708.845.0140

osfhealthcare.org
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SENIOR HAPPY HOUR $13 
                                                                                           (incl. tax)

Monday to Thursday  7am - 11am
Two Eggs any style with Bacon, Sausage or Turkey 

Patties, served with Hash Browns and your choice of 
Toast or Pancakes. All served with coffee or hot tea.

4002 W 111th St., Oak Lawn 708-422-3344

December 3rd
2024

tpms.igivecatholic.org

Real Estate • Wills / Trusts
Attorney Referral Service

3551 West 111th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655

www.barrylawinc.com

773.779.6100

Walter Quinlan Funeral Directors
Walter (Pat) Quinlan, Director/Owner

Family Owned� Jane & Walter Quinlan 
Since 1929	 708.425.3700� Parishioners

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

 
jblanford@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2141

KerlinWalshLaw.com | PALOS HEIGHTS
448.5169 708

EILEEN KERLIN WALSH, J.D.

Will OR 
 Trust?

NEED A

Andrew J. McGann & 
Son Funeral Home

773.783.7700
10727 S. Pulaski Rd.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT 

www.difoggioandsamplumbing.com
(708) 424-8889

Prices Right on Target!

BULLSEYE 
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces 
• Central Air 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Boilers 
• Electrical 
• Plumbing

24 HR. Emer. Svc. 

708.229.8505

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT



 

The Rectory Office is located at:   
4100 W. 107th Street,  

Oak Lawn, Illinois  60453 
 

Rectory Office Phone: 708-425-2850  
Fax: 708-425-2313 
 

Rectory Office Hours:  
Monday through Friday: 8:30am to 8:00pm 
Saturday: 10am to 2:00pm 
 

Operations Manager: Joan Strainis 
jstrainis@scaoaklawn.org 
 

Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor: Theresa Ready             
tready@scaoaklawn.org 
 

Business Manager: John Leahy: jleahy@scaoaklawn.org 
 

Parish Website: parish.scaoaklawn.org                                                         
 

School Office Phone: 708-425-5547  
Fax: 708-425-3701  
School Website: scaoaklawn.org 
 

AM & PM School Extended Care Program:                                               
708-568-1259 
 

Alexandria Center: 708-499-4966 
 

Religious Education Office: 10600 S. Karlov Ave.  
Coordinator of Family Faith Formation: Sandra Bustamante                                              
708-423-5747 sbustamante@scaoaklawn.org 
 

Director of Music Ministry & Liturgy: Phil Caffee                                     
708-425-3110 pcaffee@scaoaklawn.org 
 

Fr. Lion Center: 10600 S. Karlov Ave.  
708-423-5747 

 

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church & School 
10621 S. Kedvale Ave. 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453  

 

Rectory Office: 708-425-2850     
School Office: 708-425-5547 

New Parishioners: We welcome you! 
 

Please call the Rectory Office at 708-425-2850  
between the hours of 8:30am to 4:00pm to register. 

  

There is a parish registration form available on our                            
parish website: parish.scaoaklawn.org 

Mission Statement 
 

St. Catherine of Alexandria is a Catholic community, rooted in 
faith, family and friendship. We are responsive to the needs and 
concerns of those around us. We live out Jesus’ words, “Come, 
follow me,” and invite others to join us. 

 

SCA St. Vincent de Paul Society                                                  
Cell Phone 630-750-2348      Email: SVdP@scaoaklawn.org 

Office for the Protection of Children & Youth 
312-534-5254 

 

Weekend Masses: Saturday: 4:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:30am and 6:00pm                    
 

Weekday Masses: Monday through Friday at 8:30am.  
 

6:30am Communion Service: Tuesday, Wednesday,                           
and Thursday; enter into the North lot wooden doors. 
 

Adoration Chapel: Monday - Friday, 3:15pm to 6:15pm;  
10600 S. Karlov Ave. 
 

Confessions: Saturdays from 3:00pm to 3:45pm.  
 

Baptisms: 2nd & 4th Sundays at 1:00pm.  
Schedule subject to change.  
 

Weddings: Please call the rectory office at least six months in 
advance of the date you plan to marry. 

 
The 9:30am Mass on Sunday is live streamed. Live streams are 
always accessible on the following link: 
https://www.facebook.com/stcatherinesoaklawn.  
 

You do not need a Facebook account to access the  
Facebook link. 
 

Additionally, they are accessible in the late afternoon at: 
http://www.parish.scaoaklawn.org/streamed_masses. 
 

Also, go to parish.scaoaklawn.org and select Streamed Masses. 

If you are a victim or survivor of domestic abuse                      
seeking help: National Hotline                                                                                  

1-800-799-SAFE (7233)  1-800-787-3224 (TDD)                                                              

Parish Administrator 
Rev. Matthew Litak mlitak@scaoaklawn.org 

 

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Fred Pesek fpesek@scaoaklawn.org 

 

School Principal 
Ms. Kristine Owens kowens@scaoaklawn.org                    

 

Director of Music Ministry & Liturgy 
Mr. Phil Caffee pcaffee@scaoaklawn.org 

 

Coordinator Family Faith Formation 
Mrs. Sandra Bustamante sbustamante@scaoaklawn.org 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Dennis Ziomek  

St. Catherine of Alexandria has a                                                                        
FACEBOOK PAGE. 

Like and Follow us on Facebook  
St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish     

 

Search for it on Instagram with the handle 
 @saintcatherineofalexandria. 


