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The Church of 

St. albert    great the 
Since 1935, a welcoming, caring Catholic Community of Faith  

o n  E .  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  a t  3 2 n d  A v e n u e .  S .  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a  
 

PARISH OFFICE: 
2836 33rd Ave. S. 
Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 
FAX 612-722-9726 
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T thru F, 9 am - 3:30 pm 
 

MASSES: 
Saturday .................................................. 5:00 pm 
Sunday ...................................................... 9:30 am 
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri ........................... 8:15 am 
(preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 am) 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  First Friday of each 
month, 9 am to noon in the chapel. 
 

 

Individual Reconciliation 
by appointment.  Community Reconciliation  & 
Healing services held quarterly.  
 

Call the Parish Center 
for information on 
Baptisms, Confirmation 
Marriage,  Funerals 
(RCIA) Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  
Faith Formation programs for children, 
youth & adults. 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

 
  Find us on Facebook 
and visit our website: 

 

 

Clothe  
yourselves 
with love. 
Colossians 3: 15 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen!  Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 
In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including Kathy 
Thompson, Richard Bruce, Michael Callaghan, Steve Nel-
son, John Lindsmeyer, Joan Ellison, Gloria Mohs, Jerry 
Shannon, Marion Williams, Shirley Pharr, Dick Heider and 
Nancy Rions.  
 
Please add a prayer for those who have died, including 
Emily Ott. 
 
Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care cen-
ters cannot notify us of your need for our prayers or visits 
unless you direct them to call.  If you or a family member 
or friend would like to be included in our prayers, or have 
the Sacrament of the Sick, or communion brought to you,  
please let the office know at 612-724-3643.  If you don’t 
want your name printed or spoken aloud, you can always 
ask to be on the Prayer Chain, a group of parishioners 
who will hold you quietly in their prayers. 

This week at St. Albert’s 
(Masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

Pray the Rosary at 8:00 am before weekday masses. 
 
Saturday, December 28  
5:00 pm Mass    Mr. & Mrs. Walter Franke †  
                          
Sunday, December 29 — BUS 
9:30 am  Nancy Bielinski † 
10:30 am  Treats and conversation in the Social Hall 
 
Monday, Dec. 30— Parish Office closed  
8:15 am Mass   Jessie Brown † 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 31  
8:15 am Mass    Paul & Del Longen 
7:00 pm to 1:00 AM   Family Game Party for New Year’s 
Eve in the Social Hall. 
 
Wednesday, January 1  
10:00 am Mass   Tony, Kathy & Carole Wald ††† 
 
Thursday, January 2 — 
8:15 am Mass   Katie Wald † 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm  Book study group meets in the Blye 
Room this week. 
 
Friday, January 3 
8:15 am Mass   Emily Ott † 
9:00 am to noon  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
1:00 pm  Gentle Yoga in the Blye Room 
8:00 pm  Friday Friends AA in the Social Hall 
 
Saturday, January 4 — 
5:00 pm Mass    Judith Sessions †  
                          
Sunday, January 5  
9:30 am  People experiencing homelessness 
10:30 am  Treats and conversation in the Social Hall 
11:15 am  Faith Formation for Children & Youth 
11:15 am  Faith Formation for Adults 
 
 

 

The Sheltering Tree 
The Faith Formation classes for children and youth are 
offering you the opportunity to “offer shelter” to those 
experiencing homelessness by donating specific items to 
baskets under The Sheltering Tree in the Social Hall. 
 

We are gathering: 
 

· Hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, warm socks 
· Hand warmer packets 
· Chapsticks and healing, neutral scented lotions 
· Pads/tampons for women 
· Granola bars and healthy snacks 
· Re-usable water bottles 
· McDonald’s or other gift cards 
 

The items will be brought forward and blessed at Epipha-
ny (January 5, 2020), when according to our tradition, 
wise people brought gifts to a family which found itself 
without a home. 

Family Game Party for New Year’s Eve 
What would the turning of the year be without one of  
Nadine & Mike’s famous family-friendly parties with doz-
ens of games of all kinds and vintages, snacks and festive 
party spirit?  7:00 pm to 1:00 am on Tuesday, December 
31.  Bring a snack to share, and $5 per family to help off-
set costs for the Social Hall space. 
 
Adults, you can be an Altar Server. 
In fact, we NEED you to be an Altar Server!  Saturday 
evening masses and especially weekday/weekend funerals 
are in need of occasional help that our youth cannot pro-
vide. Easy, valuable and not time-consuming! 
 
If you are willing to be trained (or to have the training of 
your younger days refreshed) please contact Tom Fidiam 
at 612-280-8037 or talk with Erin at the Parish Office.   
 
You are also encouraged to attend the Refresher/Training 
session on Sunday, January 19 at 11:15 am, for Servers, 
Lectors, Sacristans and others who minister during the 
mass. 
 
 
Gentle Yoga classes begin 
Several parishioners take yoga classes from Barbara Bloy, 
and have asked us to try hosting a class here at the par-
ish. 
 
Every Friday from now until Fish Dinners begin at the end 
of February, a group will meet either in the Social Hall or 
in the Blye Room (off the kitchen behind the Social Hall… 
the former Creative Spirit office)  at 1:00 pm. 
 
“Gentle Yoga” means it’s manageable for all abilities, and 
can even be done in a chair. Dress comfortably for move-
ment. Barbara asks for a free-will donation at each ses-
sion.  If you have questions, speak with Elizabeth Rosen-
winkel or Janelle. 



 

 

Some years ago, I received a copy of Tom Hegg’s little book entitled: A 
Cup of Christmas Tea. Beautifully illustrated by Warren Hanson, the story 
depicted a young man’s reluctance to visit his elderly aunt at Christmas. 
Her Christmas card contained the message: “Of course I will understand 
completely if you can’t come to visit, but if you find you have some time 
how wonderful if we could have a little chat and share a cup of Christmas 
tea.” 
 
Having overcome his reluctance, the visit would bring him memories of 
past holidays and the realization of how the human spirit can triumph over 
adversity. “When she poured two cups, she smiled. And then she handed 
one to me and we settled back and had a cup of Christmas tea.” 
 
My elderly aunts are long dead, but the memories of visiting them and 
sharing a “cup of tea” continue to bring me great satisfaction. Perhaps it 
was the wisdom of old age that kept me connected with them, but I admit 
the cups of tea and the home-made cookies made it easier to absorb 
family history and to learn patience. Stories of my grandfather’s playful 
comments about my grandmother’s brewing expertise would be good for a 
laugh: “Kitty, this tea is so strong a mouse could trot on it!” or “Kitty, this 
tea is so weak you could spear a shark a forty fathoms!” 
 
Surrounded by women who loved me unconditionally, I have learned to be 
open to change, and tolerant of differences. Love would transcend ideo-
logical opposites and humor would always trump confusion and bitter-
ness. During this Christmas season, I have been taking my mother’s ad-
vice, “Joe, let’s have a cup of tea.” Even in the most inconvenient times, 
the invitation to slow down and to brew a cup of tea would be the signal to 
focus on what was most important, a chance to talk. Maybe it was this 
invitation to “tea and sympathy” that allowed even the most daunting of 
tasks to be put into proper perspective. My mother had the ability to laugh 
in the middle of chaos and to forgive amid confusion; both traits I have 
come to cherish and nurture over a cup of tea. 
 
Today we are celebrating the Feast of the Holy Family. As I write this 
column, a lovely source of inspiration (besides a cup of tea) remains in 
front of me. A lovely hand carved depiction of the Holy Family given to me 
many years ago brings to life a scene of Mary and Joseph holding hands 
with Jesus. The inscription in Italian reads: “Giuseppe, Gesu, Maria.” The 
simplicity of the wood carving found in a curio shop carries with it a desire 
to “normalize” Joseph and Mary as affectionate parents, holding onto 
Jesus and finding strength in one another. With a little bit of imagination, I 
can see a pot of tea brewing in the background! 
 
The Feast of the Holy Family normally falls on the Sunday after Christ-
mas. There is nothing ancient about the Feast; it was only added to the 
liturgical calendar by Pope Benedict XV in 1921. However, to be histori-
cally fair, the “family events” that comprise the early lives of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph were drawn from the first century Canonical Scriptures. Com-
bining accounts of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, the flight of the Holy 
Family into Egypt and their return to Nazareth comprise the content for 
today’s gospel (Matthew 2:13-23). Even though the chronology of these 
historical events remains a bit hazy in the two gospel accounts of Matthew 
and Luke (2:1-20), the non-canonical works, especially the Gospel of 
Thomas, offer some rather colorful portraits of Jesus as a child and the 
everyday life of the Holy Family.  
 
While the apocryphal accounts offer imaginative and entertaining glimps-
es into early Jewish family life, they do not pass muster in the world of 
serious biblical scholarship. The chaotic history surrounding the pregnan-

cy of Mary and the dilemmas faced by Joseph make for dramatic reading. 
With angelic apparitions and interventions, the guiding wisdom of God 
becomes more in evidence. Out of the crisis of Mary’s pregnancy and the 
reluctance of Joseph to marry her, we see an opportunity for the plan of 
salvation to unfold. It is in the mysteriousness of the improbable that the 
Angel Gabriel announces to Mary, “All things are possible with God.” Now 
this would be the time for a good, strong cup of tea! 
 
The Feast of the Holy Family offers plenty of opportunities to explore 
hardship as well as saving grace. The hard luck accounts of Joseph and 
Mary trying to find a place to give birth to Jesus parallel the plight of immi-
grants searching for a safe place in an indifferent world. Placing trust in 
God becomes the operative theme of birthing Jesus in humble surround-
ings rather than in privileged circumstances. Perseverance in the face of 
danger as the Holy Family made their escape into Egypt finds its counter-
point in the overwhelming circumstances of immigrant families searching 
for a safe-haven. Pursuing the pressing need for immigration reforms, the 
“plight of the Holy Family” replicates the problem of all unsettled families. 
Finding a solution to the dilemmas of displaced refugees becomes the on- 
going challenge of our Church and government.  
 
Taking seriously the abysmal problems of immigrant families, it is impera-
tive that we adopt the United States Catholic Bishops’ statement on Mi-
gration: “We must create a world where immigrants, refugees, migrants 
and people on the move are treated with dignity, respect, welcoming and 
a sense of belonging.” I think of the wonderful scene where the little boy, 
who was playing the inn keeper in the Christmas pageant, rattled off his 
refusal statement to Joseph and Mary: “Sorry, but here is no room in the 
inn!” The saving grace came when he adlibbed: “But if you would like to 
come in for a drink that would be alright.” Maybe he had in mind a cup of 
tea and sympathy.   
 
Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker Movement, was fond of say-
ing: “We may never see the good outcome of the good we can do, but we 
must do it anyway.” Finding a way to persevere in “doing good” seems a 
reasonable way to operate. Encouraging families to find hope in the will-
ingness of governments and churches to help solve problems, demands 
that institutions move beyond rhetoric and find ways to help. Rebuilding 
the Kingdom of God on this earth, the family will be the glue that will hold 
it all together.  
 
Pope Francis, during the World Youth Day in Brazil (2013), reminded the 
world: “How precious is the family as the privileged place for transmitting 
the faith. How important parents and grandparents are for family life, 
passing on the human and religious heritage which is so essential for 
society. How important it is to have intergenerational exchanges and dia-
logue.” 
 
Maybe it is time for a post Christmas cup of tea. I wouldn’t mind having it 
with Pope Francis, Dorothy Day, the Holy Family and you. Despite the 
tragedies and grief filled losses that might surround us, there is so much 
to be thankful for as we move into this next year. Rediscovering an atti-
tude of gratitude might just be the outcome of taking some time out to risk 
having a Christmas cup of tea everyday in the year. 
 
Peace, 
 
Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P. 

“A cup of Christmas tea: Preparing for the New Year.” 



1120 East 37th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

www.risenchristschool.org

Have lunch with students and school leadership!  
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30. RSVP: 612-822-5329

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Albert, Minneapolis, MN A 4C 02-0003

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

• Family Eyecare • Optical, Designer Frames 
• Eye Injuries • Treatment of Eye Disease

Evening Appointments Available
4323 E. Lake Street 722-1003

Clean Cut Painting
Bobby McGregor
612-770-2341

Free Estimate                      Parishioner

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary
Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Industrial Arts Diamond Horeshoe Barbershop 
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm 

612-702-6770 
2903 27th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55406

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”
612-238-2702

Kevin GaraGhty
Call for Estate Planning, 

Probate, Elder Law, Taxes
612-483-4748

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3900 E Lake St. 
www.peppersandfries.com
Home of the 2016 Twin Cities 

Burger Battle Winner

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

WATCH ALL SPORTING EVENTS
ON LARGE HD 70” SCREENS
$1 OFF Lunch Basket Special

2600 27th Ave S • Mpls.
612-722-3454 

www.hexagonbar.com

*Kids eat free on Sundays*

 Sushi Beer 
 Tempura Wine 
 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

Hudson Hardware
Jim Hudson

Your Neighborhood Hardware Store
(612) 722-8602 • 2900 E. 42nd St. • Minneapolis

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team. 
(612) 385-4359 

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog
Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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Powering Communities Since 1927
Industrial Electrical &

Technologies Provider

(763) 571-8000 
www.ParsonsCorp.com

BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR

Professional Real Estate Services
5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com

BruceHendrickson.com


