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The Church of 

St. albert    great the 
Since 1935, a welcoming, caring Catholic Community of Faith  

o n  E .  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  a t  3 2 n d  A v e n u e .  S .  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a  
 

PARISH OFFICE: 
2836 33rd Ave. S. 
Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 
FAX 612-722-9726 
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T thru F, 9 am - 3:30 pm 
 

MASSES: 
Saturday .................................................. 5:00 pm 
Sunday ...................................................... 9:30 am 
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri ........................... 8:15 am 
(preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 am) 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  First Friday of each 
month, 9 am to noon in the chapel. 
 

 

Individual Reconciliation 
by appointment.  Community Reconciliation  & 
Healing services held quarterly.  
 

Call the Parish Center 
for information on 
Baptisms, Confirmation 
Marriage,  Funerals 
(RCIA) Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  
Faith Formation programs for children, 
youth & adults. 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

 
  Find us on Facebook 
and visit our website: 

 

 

Be a  
Light to  

the Nations. 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen!  Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 
In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including Mary 
Jane Steinhagen, Julia Kallenberg, Kathy Thompson, Rich-
ard Bruce, Michael Callaghan, John Lindsmeyer, Joan El-
lison, Al McMurray, Jerry Shannon, Marion Williams, 
Shirley Pharr, Dick Heider, and Janelle Heikkila. 
 
Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care cen-
ters cannot notify us of your need for our prayers or visits 
unless you direct them to call.  If you or a family member 
or friend would like to be included in our prayers, or have 
the Sacrament of the Sick, or communion brought to you,  
please let the office know at 612-724-3643.  If you don’t 
want your name printed or spoken aloud, you can always 
ask to be on the Prayer Chain, a group of parishioners 
who will hold you quietly in their prayers. 

This week at St. Albert’s 
(Masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

Pray the Rosary at 8:00 am before weekday masses. 
 
Saturday, January 18 — BUS 
5:00 pm Mass    Emily Ott †  
 

DONUT WEEKEND in the Social Hall 
buy yours before & after masses 

                          
Sunday, January 19 
9:30 am  Lois Falk † 
10:30 am  Donuts and conversation in the Social Hall 
11:15 am  Faith Formation for pre-K through 3rd grade 
11:15 am  Training & refreshers for the mass ministries: 
servers, Eucharistic ministers, ushers, lectors, sacristans, 
etc.  Meet in church. 
 
Monday, January 20 —  Parish Office closed  
8:15 am Mass   Cathy Cullen † 
 
Tuesday, January 21  
8:15 am Mass    Jeff Fridlund † 
                         Laurene Wolf † 
9:30 am  Staff meeting 
1:00 pm  Handcrafters Guild — join others in the Social 
Hall to sew, embroider, knit, crochet, or do whatever 
handcraft suits YOU.  Warm welcome and conversation 
guaranteed. 
 
Wednesday, January 22 
1:00 pm  “We Care” Outreach Ministry available; Mtg.Hse 
7:00 pm  Adult Choir 
 
Thursday, January 23 
8:15 am Mass   Healing for Julia Kallenberg 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm  Book study group meets in the Blye 
Room 
 
Friday, January 24 
8:15 am Mass   Peter Fabio † 
1:00 pm  Gentle Yoga in the Blye Room 
8:00 pm  Friday Friends AA in the Social Hall 
 
Saturday, January 25  
5:00 pm Mass   Thanksgiving for Jim Curran and the 
                        “We Care” team 
6:00 pm  We Care dinner fundraiser in the Social Hall    
                          
Sunday, January 26 — BUS 
9:30 am  Brad Waryan † 
10:30 am  Treats and conversation in the Social Hall 
11:15 am  Faith Formation for children & youth 
 
Liturgy Assistants Training, Jan. 19 
 

Sacristans, Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors and both adult 
and youth Servers also have specific tasks that help make 
the mass run smoothly and prayerfully.  All these volun-
teers are asked to come on Sunday, Jan. 19 at 11:15 am 
for refresher/training and scheduling discussions.  For 
youth and adults, this takes the place of Faith Formation. 

Meals on Wheels volunteers needed 
Our Meals on Wheels coordinator, Al McMurray, will be off 
for about six weeks following back surgery. While our cur-
rent volunteers are covering for him, he invites you to 
consider becoming part of the team… either a regular 
team member or a back-up. 
 
The commitment takes only about an hour and a half once 
a month. St. Albert’s folks  deliver hot meals and warm 
smiles on the second weekdays of each month’s calen-
dar… for instance, in January it was the 9th through the 
15th.  Email Al to express your willingness to help: 
alroyiowa@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

 
Creating Safe Environments - Where Do 
We Go from Here? 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020, 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Odilia 
Church, 3495 North Victoria Street, Shoreview  
 
Please join us for an update and open discussion about 
creating and maintaining safe environments in our parish-
es and schools. Ramsey County Attorney John Choi, Bishop 
Andrew Cozzens and Tim O’Malley, Director of the Archdi-
ocese’s Office of Ministerial Standards and Safe Environ-
ment will lead the presentation. 

 

Financial Stewardship 
 

 

Weekend of January 12, 2020 
 

Weekly stewardship/ Feast Day  envelopes              $2,428 
Loose cash                                                                  244  
Christmas envelopes                                                     10 
Legacy envelopes                                                         35 
Risen Christ envelopes/Wish List                                 109 
“We Care” envelopes                                                  120 
Heating & Cooling                                                         95 
Faith Formation                                                            50 
Prayer Shawls                                                               60 
 
 

Thank you for your many forms of stewardship. 
2019 Tax statements are in process and are    

being mailed in the coming days. 



 

 

The airline pilot’s words were not that comforting, especially since we had 
already been delayed for almost two hours. Winter weather and mechanical 
trouble kept us on the tarmac in a kind of unpredictable state of hibernation. 
Clearly sensing the growing impatience of the passengers, the pilot blurted 
out: “I would like to offer everyone a rational explanation for the delay, but I 
can’t figure it out!” In reply, one irate passenger shouted out: “Well, the 
least you could do is serve us a free cocktail!”  
 
Even though it was only eight o’clock in the morning, I was just about to 
agree with the frustrated passenger when the pilot jubilantly announced, 
“Heads up, we have been given clearance to take off.” Cheers from the 
passengers resurrected hope and, with or without any rational explanation 
or free cocktails, all our fears seemed to melt like lemon drops. I remember 
waking up from a deep sleep when the plane finally touched down in Min-
neapolis two hours later and thinking, sometimes it’s just best to “let go and 
let God.”  
 
Searching for rational explanations for why things happen the way they do 
will, no doubt, keep us busy for the rest of our lives. Letting life unfold re-
gardless of whether we are in control or not demands a willingness to let go 
of our pretentious illusions that we need to understand everything and to 
imagine that we are in control of the universe. Shortly after I was ordained 
a priest, a friend offered me a bit of humorous advice: “The difference be-
tween God and a priest is that God doesn’t think that He is a priest!”  Yes, it 
is comforting to know how things work in this world, but to assume that it is 
always necessary to have a rational explanation for everything is, in my 
experience, a recipe for disaster.  
 
Concluding that God’s definition of success and failure is quite different 
from our own, we might try to seek a genuine sense of tranquility and 
peace of mind without capitulating our ability to think rationally. “Letting go 
and letting God” is not a rationalization for abdicating personal choice, but a 
willingness to trust in a Power greater than ourselves. Discovering the ex-
traordinariness of God’s presence in the ordinariness of our lives is not only 
a challenge, but a blessing as well. 
 
Liturgically speaking, we are in Ordinary Time. We are moving into the run-
of-the-mill practice of the faith. Calming down from all the extraordinary 
Christmas and New Year’s feasts, we are invited into a timeout of sorts. 
While the invitation to transformation always surrounds us, the Second 
Sunday of Ordinary Time gives us permission to deal with the ordinary 
tasks of life without the need for excessive celebrations. We have opportu-
nities to examine our faith in a leisurely way. When doubts might creep in, 
we need not be afraid of God abandoning us, even if we might disagree 
with how things are happening. It is easy to imagine God’s laughter, espe-
cially when we tell God our plans. Learning to accept God’s definition of 
success rather our own might require a life time of trial and error. However, 
instead of brooding over our failures and mistakes, God has a way of inter-
acting with us through other ordinary people and encouraging us to be-
come extraordinary human beings. 
 
Our gospel reading from John (1:29-34) introduces us to an extraordinary 
metaphor used by John the Baptist to describe the role of Jesus in the 
ordinariness of the “flock”: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.”  Immediately after Jesus’ baptism, John introduces Jesus 
as the “Lamb of God”, a clear reference to his role as the messianic sacrifi-
cial lamb who would take away the consequences of Original Sin (“the sin 
of the world”).  
 
While the title of “Lamb of God” is only found in the gospel of John, the 
baptism account of Jesus is found in all four gospel accounts (Matthew 
3:13-17; Mark 1:19-11; Luke 3 21-23). The descent of the dove and the 
heavenly voice declaring that Jesus was God’s beloved Son is reported in 

all four gospels and implies that Jesus was the “chosen one” and the fulfill-
ment of the messianic prophecy. 
 
The descriptive metaphor, “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world” draws on rich symbolism found in the Old Testament. The “blood of 
the lamb” would be the protecting and saving grace of the Israelites during 
the Passover found in the Book of Exodus (12:1-13). In the Book of Leviti-
cus (4:32-35), the sacrifice of lambs would provide a sin offering as a 
means of atonement for sin. In Isaiah (53:7), the image of the “suffering 
servant” would become a dominant metaphor for the messiah as one who 
would die for the sins of the people. The “suffering servant” would be com-
pared to an unblemished lamb quietly being led to slaughter. The image of 
Jesus as being the “Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the 
world” would become the dominant symbol for understanding Jesus’ role in 
the atonement theology of the Catholic Mass.  
 
While Jesus is referred to by John the Baptist as the “Lamb of God”, 
there are other references referring to Jesus as the “Servant of God”, the 
“Son of God” and the “Child of God.” In the Aramaic language, the lan-
guage most likely spoken by Jesus and John the Baptist, the word “talya” 
used by John the Baptist could be translated as child, servant, boy or 
lamb. The “lamb” metaphor makes more theological sense, especially 
about the prophetic image of the messiah as a sacrificial lamb offered for 
the sins of the people. 
 
The image of the “Lamb of God” appears in early fifth century Christian art 
more as a triumphal symbol than a sacrificial blood-letting. Incorporating 
the phrase “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” into the 
Roman Mass dates to the seventh century. Whether the Christian commu-
nity is celebrating an elaborate feast (Christmas or Easter) or the liturgies 
of Ordinary Time, the “Lamb of God” is an integral symbol of the redeeming 
role of Jesus as one who embodies forgiveness, reconciliation and peace. 
Liturgically, Ordinary Time designates the period between the Baptism of 
Jesus and Lent and between Pentecost and Advent. The Ordinary Time 
cycle was introduced after Vatican II as a way of recognizing Jesus in the 
ordinariness of life. However, the gift of the “Lamb of God” in every liturgy is 
a constant reminder of God’s extraordinary gifts of forgiveness and sacri-
fice in the person of Jesus Christ.  
 
Yes, I would like to offer you a rational explanation for the “Lamb of God” in 
your lives, but I am trusting that you can figure it out for yourselves. Allow-
ing Jesus to enter our ordinary lives will provide us with an extraordinary 
level of perseverance while we are waiting for our lives to “take off”, wheth-
er in an airport, at home or in the work place. While “letting go and letting 
God” might be perceived as a cliché in the world of bumper-sticker theolo-
gy, trusting in God is not a surrendering of personal choice, but a blessing. 
Not unlike the Serenity Prayer, “letting go and letting God” is an invitation to 
tranquility, wisdom and peace.  
 
Perhaps St. Peter (1 Peter 3:15) said it best: “Always have an answer 
ready for people who ask you the reason for the hope that is within you, but 
always give it with courtesy and respect.”  How wonderful it would be if we 
could maintain this courtesy and respect, whether in Rome or Washington, 
D.C. 
                                       
 
Peace,   
 
Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P. 

“I would like to offer you a rational explanation, but I can’t figure it out.” 



1120 East 37th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

www.risenchristschool.org

Have lunch with students and school leadership!  
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30. RSVP: 612-822-5329
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Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

• Family Eyecare • Optical, Designer Frames 
• Eye Injuries • Treatment of Eye Disease

Evening Appointments Available
4323 E. Lake Street 722-1003

Clean Cut Painting
Bobby McGregor
612-770-2341

Free Estimate                      Parishioner

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary
Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Industrial Arts Diamond Horeshoe Barbershop 
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm 

612-702-6770 
2903 27th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55406

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”
612-238-2702

Kevin GaraGhty
Call for Estate Planning, 

Probate, Elder Law, Taxes
612-483-4748

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3900 E Lake St. 
www.peppersandfries.com
Home of the 2016 Twin Cities 

Burger Battle Winner

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

WATCH ALL SPORTING EVENTS
ON LARGE HD 70” SCREENS
$1 OFF Lunch Basket Special

2600 27th Ave S • Mpls.
612-722-3454 

www.hexagonbar.com

*Kids eat free on Sundays*

 Sushi Beer 
 Tempura Wine 
 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

Hudson Hardware
Jim Hudson

Your Neighborhood Hardware Store
(612) 722-8602 • 2900 E. 42nd St. • Minneapolis

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team. 
(612) 385-4359 

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog
Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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Powering Communities Since 1927
Industrial Electrical &

Technologies Provider

(763) 571-8000 
www.ParsonsCorp.com

BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR

Professional Real Estate Services
5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com

BruceHendrickson.com


