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The Church of 

St. albert    great the 
Since 1935, a welcoming, caring Catholic Community of Faith  
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PARISH OFFICE: 
2836 33rd Ave. S. 
Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 
FAX 612-722-9726 
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T thru F, 9 am - 3:30 pm 
 

MASSES: 
Saturday .................................................. 5:00 pm 
Sunday ...................................................... 9:30 am 
Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri ........................... 8:15 am 
(preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 am) 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  First Friday of each 
month, 9 am to noon in the chapel. 
 

 

Individual Reconciliation 
by appointment.  Community Reconciliation  & 
Healing services held quarterly.  
 

Call the Parish Center 
for information on 
Baptisms, Confirmation 
Marriage,  Funerals 
(RCIA) Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  
Faith Formation programs for children, 
youth & adults. 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

 
  Find us on Facebook 
and visit our website: 

 

 

If you trust in 
God, 

you, too, shall 
live. 

 

 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen!  Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 
In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including  Mariah 
Popp, Lee Bauers, Julia Kallenberg, Mary Jane Steinhagen, 
Michael Callaghan, Terry Fausz, Kathy Thompson, Laura 
Schommer and Janelle Heikkila. 
 
Please add a prayer for those who have died, including 
John Lindsmeyer. 
 
Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care cen-
ters cannot notify us of your need for our prayers or visits 
unless you direct them to call.  
 
If you or a family member or friend would like to be in-
cluded in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of the Sick, 
or communion brought to you,  please let the office know 
at 612-724-3643.  If you don’t want your name printed or 
spoken aloud, you can always ask to be on the Prayer 
Chain, a group of parishioners who will hold you quietly 
in their prayers. 

This week at St. Albert’s 
(Masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

Saturday, February 15 — BUS 
8:15 am  Bus to Lumen Christi for Synod meeting 
5:00 pm Mass    Felix Leonard Fettig † 
 

DONUT WEEKEND — fresh donuts available 
before & after weekend masses, $5 a dozen  

 
Sunday, February 16  
9:30 am  Dan Sawyer † 
10:30 am  Donuts and conversation in the Social Hall, 
along with opportunities to buy Risen Christ Gala raffle 
tickets. 
11:15 am  Faith Formation for youth and children 
11:15 am  Adult Faith Formation 
 
Monday, February 17 —  Parish Office closed  
7:30 am  Dominican Office prayers — all are welcome 
8:00 am  Praying of the Rosary 
8:15 am Mass   Healing for Lee Bauers 
5:15 pm Dominican Community Mass in the chapel  
 
Tuesday, February 18  
7:30 am  Dominican Office prayers — all welcome 
8:00 am  Praying of the Rosary 
8:15 am Mass    Michelle Nies † 
9:00 am  Staff meeting 
1:00 pm  Handcrafters Guild — join others in the Social 
Hall to sew, embroider, knit, crochet, etc. 
5:15 pm  Dominican Office prayers in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, February 19 
7:30 am  Dominican Office prayers — all are welcome 
5:15 pm  Dominican Office prayers in the Chapel 
7:00 pm  Adult Choir rehearsal  
 
Thursday, February 20 
7:30 am  Dominican Office prayers — all are welcome 
8:00 am  Praying of the Rosary 
8:15 am Mass   Dorothy Book † 
5:15 pm  Dominican Office prayers in the Chapel 
 
Friday, February 21 
7:30 am  Dominican Office prayers — all are welcome 
8:00 am  Praying of the Rosary 
8:15 am Mass   Healing for Julia Kallenberg 
1:00 pm  Gentle Yoga in the Blye Room 
5:15 pm  Dominican Office prayers in the Chapel 
8:00 pm  Friday Friends AA in the Social Hall 
 
Saturday, February 22  
5:00 pm Mass   Jeanne Schoeneberger † 

         
Sunday, February 23 — BUS 
9:30 am  Del Sawyer †, Paul Schoeneberger † 
10:30 am  Treats and conversation follow Mass 
11:15 am  Faith Formation for children & youth 
 
Note:  Lee Bauers has a CaringBridge website if you want 
to check in on him:  CaringBridge.org/visit/LeeBauers. He 
misses St. Albert’s and would love to hear from us. 

Ash Wednesday Masses with ashes 
Wednesday, February 26 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning 
of the liturgical season of Lent. The Day of Ashes helps to 
focus the Christian’s heart on prayer and on asking for-
giveness for those things we do, or fail to do, which harm 
ourselves and others, and take us away from our relation-
ship with God. 
 

Our masses are at 8:15 am and 7:00 pm. 
 

Since we were children, many of us have “given up some-
thing” for Lent. It’s a good practice to sacrifice, but if 
you hate lima beans, there’s no point in giving them up 
for Lent!  But feel free to give up anger, partisanship and 
negativity.  Give up addictive shopping, social media use 
that keeps you from actual time spent with family or 
friends, or let go of junk food.  Pick a charity to support 
with the money you save by “giving up” fancy coffees. 
Spend time with a lonely neighbor.  Give yourself time to 
listen for the voice of God in your life.  Blessed Lent! 

 

Financial Stewardship 
 

 

Weekend of Feb. 9, 2020 
 

Weekly stewardship/ Feast Day  envelopes              $6,890 
Loose cash                                                                  482 
Legacy envelopes                                                          90 
Risen Christ envelopes                                                 250 
“We Care” envelopes                                                  225 
Heating & Cooling envelopes                                         25 
Donation to landscaping                                           1,005 
 
 

Thank you for your many forms of stewardship. 
 

Remember to get your 
Fish Dinner raffle ticket 
money and stubs in to 

the office by Feb. 21 to 
be eligible for the $25 

Early Bird prize! 



 

 

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better known as Mark Twain, died on April 
21, 1910 at the age of 85 years. While his death has been verified and 
not exaggerated, some of his famous quips live on and might be greatly 
exaggerated. No lover of organized religion, Twain rebelled early on sug-
gesting that, “If Christ was here now, there is one thing he wouldn’t be 
and that is a Christian.”  
 
When asked what he thought about his chances of getting into heaven 
might be, Twain, a hard drinking and cigar smoking character, responded 
“Go to heaven for the climate. Go to hell for the company.” During these 
frigid months of a very long Minnesota winter, I think I would opt to go to 
heaven for the climate and concentrate on making new friends! 
 
Our readings for the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time offer us some sure- 
fire opportunities and methodologies for getting into heaven. If we play 
our cards right, who knows: maybe a band of angels and a chariot will 
carry us home to heaven in grand style? Our reading from the Book of 
Sirach (15:15-20) states clearly: 
 

“If you choose, you can keep the commandments, and they will save you. 
If you trust in God, you too shall live. Before each person are life and 
death, good and evil and whichever you choose, that shall be given.” 
 
As part of the Wisdom literature of the Old Testament (Hebraic Scrip-
tures), the Book of Sirach spelled out Jewish traditions and rabbinic 
teachings that offered guidelines for living rightly in “God’s eyes.” The 
introduction of free choice (“whichever you choose, that shall be given”) 
would be the harbinger of Jesus’ teaching regarding free will. While Si-
rach leaves no room for ambiguity, the messianic mission of Jesus would 
remove the deadly conclusion of Original Sin and offer the freedom of 
choice. The absolute human freedom of choice found in Sirach’s conclu-
sion would stand in juxtaposition with Jesus’ acknowledgement of the 
need to first remove the crippling power of Original Sin if freedom of 
choice is to be had on a human level. However, the clarity of choice is 
and must remain a human choice. Adding the power of “God’s saving 
grace” becomes the path to removing stumbling blocks to freedom of 
choice. This “liberation theology” would be the professed messianic mis-
sion of Jesus. We can and need to take responsibility for our choices and 
stop blaming God as the avenger and damnation dispenser. My, what a 
novel and liberating idea! 
 
St. Paul, in his First Letter to the Corinthians (2:6-10), pursues the theme 
of God’s wisdom and the revelation of it in the local church. Discovering a 
maturity of choice to do the “right thing” relies upon a willingness to 
acknowledge the spirit of God’s grace within us. Tapping into the wisdom 
of grace allows an individual and community the freedom, “To see what 
no human eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love God.” Paul’s conflict with the 
local Gnostic Community was around the definition of wisdom, which 
would be a source of on-going exacerbation. While the Gnostics failed to 
appreciate Paul’s theology of the cross, they rather liked the idea of the 
resurrection.  According to Paul, however, true freedom of choice is 
achieved only when individuals understood the supreme and lasting sig-
nificance of, first, the Cross and then the Resurrection.  
 
In this week’s reading from the Gospel of Matthew (5:17-37), there is a 
surprise twist in Jesus’ admiration for his future opposition. Using the 
Scribes and the Pharisees as models of good Jews, Jesus makes it clear 
that to enter the Kingdom of God, “Your righteousness must exceed that 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, otherwise you will never enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” Jesus made it clear that whoever breaks one of the least 
religious prescriptions (all 613), and teaches others to do so, will be called 
least in the Kingdom. Jesus’ fidelity to the Law is not surprising, nor were 

his demands for his disciples. In the gospel of Matthew, we see the evan-
gelist writing to the Jewish Christian community, essentially Jews for Je-
sus. Jesus was a reformer of Judaism and did not appear to have any 
intention of founding the Catholic Church, especially the monolithic organ-
ization we have come to know. Jesus expected his disciples to integrate 
his teachings and lifestyle into the Jewish faith they had been practicing.  
 
Jesus would encourage his disciples to follow all the precepts of the To-
rah. Jesus did not see himself as an obstacle to the Law, but the fulfill-
ment of the Law. His growing oppositional responses to the Jewish reli-
gious leaders would focus upon their hypocrisy and slavish adherence to 
placing undue legal burdens on ordinary Jews. Jesus’ unique interpreta-
tion of the Torah would emphasize a compassionate understanding of the 
Torah and respect for the Ten Commandments. 
 
While the gospel of Matthew provides a passionate preservation of the 
Law, both the gospels of Mark (10:11-12) and Luke (16:18) extend the 
compassionate interpretation to their listeners. The Synoptic gospels pick 
up on Jesus’ use of the phrase: “You have heard that it was said to those 
of ancient times, you shall not murder, but I say to you that the one who is 
angry with their brother or sister will be liable to judgment.” Jesus ups the 
ante when it comes to demanding responsibility for one’s actions as well 
as one’s thoughts. 
 
Moving beyond just obeying the legal requirements of the Law, Jesus 
invites the “Jews for Jesus” to respect the integrity of the Law and to take 
moral responsibility for repressed and devious attempts to dismiss the 
Law. In many ways, Jesus becomes the new Moses, dispensing a com-
passionate framework for creating an interior purity of heart and an hon-
est sense of personal culpability. While knowing the Law remained an 
imperative, scrupulously adhering to it was not Jesus’ intent. Removing 
the façade of contrived perfection, Jesus exposed his disciples to the 
interior discipline of the law while preserving the over-riding need for com-
passion and forgiveness. Indeed, justice and mercy must prevail if one is 
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Current legal controversies over immigrants entering the United States 
have created a constitutional crisis between the executive and the judicial 
branches of our government. Finding ways of preserving an attitude of 
compassion rather than one of paranoia demands a review of our immi-
gration policies. Profiling Muslim-Majority countries, Mexican or Central 
American immigrants only serves to polarize an on-going nightmare of 
fear. Applying an attitude of compassionate justice does not exclude ap-
propriate assessment of those in search of freedom. The plaque at the 
base of the Statue of Liberty begins with these words: “Give me, your 
tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” Maintain-
ing an attitude of gratitude for the hospitality extended to our ancestors, 
we must find ways to empathically hear the cry of the poor and tear down 
the walls that separate us. 
 
Mark Twain, when asked if he would like to go to heaven, responded 
“Only if cigar smoking is permitted.” Without standing in judgment, I think 
he made a choice to be with his friends, where lighting cigars would never 
prove to be a problem. While being a cigar aficionado myself, I am 
pleased that a heavenly smoke free atmosphere is far more appealing to 
me. Thank God for choices and the freedom to choose a safe place not 
only for ourselves, but for those strangers in need of hope.  
 
 
Peace,   
Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P. 

“Go to heaven for the climate. Go to hell for the company.” 



1120 East 37th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

www.risenchristschool.org

Have lunch with students and school leadership!  
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30. RSVP: 612-822-5329
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Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

• Family Eyecare • Optical, Designer Frames 
• Eye Injuries • Treatment of Eye Disease

Evening Appointments Available
4323 E. Lake Street 722-1003

Clean Cut Painting
Bobby McGregor
612-770-2341

Free Estimate                      Parishioner

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary
Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Industrial Arts Diamond Horeshoe Barbershop 
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm 

612-702-6770 
2903 27th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55406

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”
612-238-2702

Kevin GaraGhty
Call for Estate Planning, 

Probate, Elder Law, Taxes
612-483-4748

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3900 E Lake St. 
www.peppersandfries.com
Home of the 2016 Twin Cities 

Burger Battle Winner

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

WATCH ALL SPORTING EVENTS
ON LARGE HD 70” SCREENS
$1 OFF Lunch Basket Special

2600 27th Ave S • Mpls.
612-722-3454 

www.hexagonbar.com

*Kids eat free on Sundays*

 Sushi Beer 
 Tempura Wine 
 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

Hudson Hardware
Jim Hudson

Your Neighborhood Hardware Store
(612) 722-8602 • 2900 E. 42nd St. • Minneapolis

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team. 
(612) 385-4359 

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog
Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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Powering Communities Since 1927
Industrial Electrical &

Technologies Provider

(763) 571-8000 
www.ParsonsCorp.com

BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR

Professional Real Estate Services
5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com

BruceHendrickson.com


