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612-724-3643 
FAX 612-722-9726 
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T thru Th, as we are able. 
 

We are cautiously adding masses which are 
open to the public. The Sunday 9:30 am 
mass continues to be live-streamed on our 
Facebook page.  We are now offering a 
Saturday 5:00 pm mass and a Sunday 
12:00 pm (noon) mass.  
 

In the spirit of trying to make room for those 
who choose to attend, while adhering to the 
requirement to limit to 50% of our capacity, 
we  encourage people to attend based on 
their last names: 

A-G Saturday, 5:00 pm 
H-M Sunday, 9:30 am 

N-Z  Sunday, 12:00 noon 
 

Attendance at mass is NOT required. Please 
make choices that keep you and the commu-
nity safe. 
  
Fr. Joe and the staff hold you all in our 
prayers, and ask that you pray for us and 
for all the essential workers who are striving 
to keep things running. 
 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

 

“Take heart,  
it is I;  

do not be afraid.” 
Jesus 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen! Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 

In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including  
Matt Lerner, Billy Scheremet, Russ Sherman, Bill 
Draves, Michael Callaghan, Shannon Stewart, Ben 
Wilkie, Laura Schommer, Eileen Dahill, Andy Cook, 
Frank Bielinski, Linda Will, Joanne Valentine, Dick 
Martin,  Michelle Larson, Melissa Scott, Bill Henry, 
Ann Ahlstrom, Benjamin Desmond, David Gondek. 
 
Please add a prayer for those who have died, in-
cluding Jim Bullock (father of Janel Bullock New-
ell.) 
 

We pray also for those on the front lines of the ef-
fort to protect and save lives from COVID19. 
 

Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care 
centers cannot notify us of your need for our pray-
ers or visits unless you direct them to call.  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be in-
cluded in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of 
the Sick, or communion brought to you,  please let 
the office know at 612-724-3643.  If you don’t 
want your name printed or spoken aloud, you can 
always ask to be on the Prayer Chain, a group of 
parishioners who will hold you quietly in their 
prayers. 

This week at St. Albert’s 
(masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

During the pandemic, we are offering three mass-
es per weekend to help attendees maintain social 
distancing. Fr. Joe is still celebrating private dai-
ly masses for the intentions below. 
 

Saturday, Aug. 8 —  Stanley Osgar † 
 

Sunday, Aug. 9 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  Ed Volker † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Dave Volker † 
 
 

Monday, Aug. 10 — Stanley Osgar † 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 11 — Rose Holland † 
 
 

Thursday, Aug. 13 — Dave Volker † 
 

Friday, Aug. 14 —  Stanley Osgar † 
 

Saturday, Aug. 15 —  Lee Bauers † 
 

Sunday, Aug. 16 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  John Roban † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Ed Volker † 

As you consider returning to in-person mass: 
 

* We are continuing to offer three Masses each weekend for 
those who wish to attend in person at 5 PM Saturday and at 
9:30 and noon on Sunday. We encourage those who are age 
65 or older or who have underlying health conditions to stay 
home and view the 9:30 AM livestream. Anyone with symp-
toms or recent exposure to COVID-19 must remain at home. 

 

* ONLY Front center church doors are open. 
 

* While we have asked that people separate themselves alpha-
betically by last name so we need not turn anyone away, you 
may attend what’s convenient for you. Saturday 5:00 pm: A-G; 
Sunday 9:30 am: H-M; Sunday noon: N-Z. 

 

* The 9:30 AM Mass is the most popular. If you have the flexi-
bility to attend at 5 PM Saturday or noon on Sunday, we in-
vite you to do that. We have not yet had to turn anyone 
away due to overcrowding, but we will regretfully do this if 
we run out of space at any liturgy. 

 

* Thank you for wearing your masks! Most people have com-
plied with this important health measure which is required 
in the city of Minneapolis. Please remember that your mask 
must cover both your nose and mouth and that you should 
keep it on for the entire time you are in church except when 
receiving communion. If you need a mask, we have disposa-
ble ones available. 

 

* Please sit in designated spaces only. We have marked 
three spaces in each open pew. Please sit at one of these 
spaces. These spots are marked to ensure that people re-
main six feet apart. Larger families may need to occupy two 
spots. Just pay attention to the 6 foot separation guidelines. 

 

* Communion will be distributed after the dismissal. Please 
exit the church immediately after receiving communion. 
The only people remaining in church will be staff and volun-
teers who are cleaning the church in preparation for the 
next service. You are welcome to have conversations out-
side with appropriate physical distancing. 

 
Access the Facebook Live-streamed mass  
We are continuing to live stream our 9:30 Sunday mass. This 
remains the safest way to enter into the liturgy. Go to https://
www.facebook.com/StAlbertTheGreatMpls/live_videos/ on Sun-
day morning, and if a video is currently streaming, you should 
see it. In recent weeks we have increased the speed of our In-
ternet connection and will soon be installing a new camera 
which we hope will improve the quality of our video. 
 
 
Materials available at the church 
You may pick up a copy of the materials we use for children’s 
faith formation on the table in front of the church on Sundays.  
 
If you are coming to pick up materials but are not attending 
mass, please time your trip so that you do not arrive as others 
are gathering or leaving church, since the front doors are the 
only ones we will have open.   
 

“We Care” Outreach Ministry 
 

During the pandemic, we are still accepting re-
quests for help in the form of gift cards.  Name and 
address and the type of cards desired can be left 
on the We Care voice mailbox (612-724-3643 x110) 
from people who need assistance and have access 
to Cub, Target and Aldi stores that are functioning.  
 
 



 

 

Listening through both the silence and the chaos that surrounded us, 
Jack hesitantly searched for the unwanted truth in this most unexpected 
place. The emergency room drew us together at 3 a.m. on a Monday 
morning and quickly removed the need for any denial. Jack was dying 
and he knew it. Holding my hand after I had anointed him, he simply said, 
“Will the Lord save me?” I have no doubt that the Lord did save Jack that 
morning, even though the ER doctor pronounced him dead. Suddenly the 
mystery of birth, death and resurrection unfolded before me as I released 
my hand from his. As I looked at the serene face of Jack, a fragment of 
one of e.e. cummings’ poems came to mind: 
 

“around me surges a miracle of unceasing 
birth and glory and death and resurrection: 
over my sleeping self float flaming symbols 

of hope, and I wake to a perfect patience of mountains.” 
 
Our liturgical readings for the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time prompt 
a search for the helping hand of God amid the turmoil and storms of life. 
The drama of Matthew’s gospel (14:22-33) account of Jesus’ rescuing his 
disciples from danger finds its parallel in a similar account found in the 
gospel of Mark (6:45-52). Both gospels have the disciples caught in a 
violent storm on the Sea of Galilee. Battered by huge waves and far from 
land, the disciples feared for their lives.  
 
Having spent most of his ministry around the Sea of Galilee, Jesus was 
no stranger to its volatile moods. Sensing the danger of the situation, 
Jesus walked across the raging waters and calmed the storm. Assuring 
his frightened disciples, Jesus said: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
Prior to Jesus getting into the boat with his disciples, Peter cried out, say-
ing: “Lord if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” In re-
sponse to Jesus’ command to “Come”, Peter overcame his fear of the 
storm, got out of the boat and walked on the water. “But when he noticed 
the strong wind, Peter began to sink.” He cried out to Jesus, “Lord save 
me!”  Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him. Once 
Jesus got into the boat with Peter and the other disciples, the wind died 
down and a genuine sense of calm came over the sea and they were able 
to carry on. 
 
I am often reminded of the slogan on the back of the t-shirts worn by the 
servers at a Celtic pub I have frequented on occasion: “Keep Calm and 
Carry On.” Perhaps, we might issue this t-shirt to everyone during this 
Covid-19 pandemic as we look for ways to keep calm and figure out how 
to carry on in the “new now.” Finding an oasis of sanity, whether it’s in a 
pub or a church, offers an edge of hope during the pandemic. Also, by 
maintaining a sense of humor, whether induced by another glass of Guin-
ness or the Serenity Prayer, we can seek the wisdom to change the 
things we can, and abide by the healthy protocols. 
 
When I was child, the standard explanation for Jesus walking on water 
had to do with his knowledge of where the rocks were placed! In the 
unique encounter with Peter’s attempt to walk on water, it was clear that 
he had no idea where the rocks were located. It is only in the gospel ac-
count of Matthew that we find this story and Jesus’ chastisement of Peter 
and, I suspect, of any one of us who doubts Jesus’ invitation to trust: “You 
of little faith, why did you doubt?” This “sink or swim” theological invitation 
is, I believe, an everyday experience. Whether we are trying to navigate a 
terminal diagnosis, a broken relationship, the loss of a loved one, unem-
ployment or discouragement with the local Church we must listen for Je-
sus assurance: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 
As we understand the context of this gospel incident and the test of faith 

that accompanied it, we see the disciples were still reeling from the mira-
cle of the loaves and fishes that had taken place the night before. The 
feeding of thousands, a miracle that is found in all four gospel accounts, 
provided an extraordinary opportunity for testing the faith of the disciples. 
Helping to distribute what appeared to be an unending supply of bread 
and fish, the disciples were invited into helping Jesus in the accomplish-
ment of his mission. It is interesting that only in the gospel of Mark (6:45-
52), is there a report that when Jesus got into the boat and calmed the 
storm: “The disciples were utterly astonished, for they did not understand 
the miracle of the loaves and fishes, but their hearts were hardened.” In 
the account found in Matthew, the disciples simply said: “Truly, you are 
the Son of God.” Even in the face of genuine miracles, there is no set 
formula for absolute belief.  
 
Seamus Haney, a contemporary Irish poet (1939-2013), described his 
faith as: “walking on water against my better judgment.” Like Peter who 
jumped into the water, it was Peter’s fear that overcame his faith and 
caused him to sink. Despite our own ambivalences and cynical attitudes, 
we do have opportunities that prompt us to reach out for the hand of Je-
sus in times of a crisis. The true tests of faith come when we least expect 
them. While the drama of these moments may not be as exciting as Pe-
ter’s invitation to walk on water, all crises offer us an opportunity to 
reevaluate our faith and exercise common sense.  
 
The readings for the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time help us to ex-
plore our relationship with God, especially during this pandemic. Elijah (1 
Kings 19:9-13) is discouraged and frightened for his life but would discov-
er God’s presence in sheer silence. Paul, in his letter to the Romans (9:1-
5), reveals that: “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart 
when people turn away from the saving grace of Jesus.” In retaining a 
steadfast relationship with Jesus, the gospel story of Peter’s reaching out 
becomes a symbolic gesture of hope in what appears to be a hopeless 
situation. I think of Jack in the emergency room clutching my hand and 
crying out: “Will the Lord, save me?” I honestly believed that Jesus’ hand 
was present to him in my hand that early morning. How else will we be 
able to experience the hand of God, except in the hands of one another? 
 
As we try to “Keep Calm and Carry On”, we need faith and common 
sense. Whether it is in caring for one another by wearing masks or by 
maintaining social distancing, the invitation to do the right thing becomes 
paramount in stemming the spread of Covid-19. For Peter, walking on 
water was an invitation from Jesus to do the right thing, to risk everything. 
Like Peter, whenever we get that sinking feeling, reaching for the hand of 
God becomes a metaphor of hope. Everyday miracles come in and 
through the helping hands of those who surround us, so don’t count on 
the parting of the Red Sea or demand some Busby Berkeley Hollywood 
extravaganzas! It is in the discovery of a vaccine for Covid-19, or in seek-
ing solutions to everyday problems, that we can discover the hand of God 
working through the caring hands of human beings. Even Minnesotans 
can learn to walk on water, but only during the frozen months of the year. 
Common sense and faith become the ingredients for keeping calm and 
carrying on, even against our better human judgement. 
 
             “winter by spring, I lift my diminutive spire to 
              merciful God Whose only now is forever; 
              standing erect in the deathless truth of God’s 
              presence, welcoming humbly God’s light 
              and proudly God’s darkness.” 
 
 

Peace, Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.  

“Faith is walking on water against your better judgment.”  



1120 East 37th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

www.risenchristschool.org

Have lunch with students and school leadership!  
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30. RSVP: 612-822-5329

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Albert, Minneapolis, MN A 4C 02-0003

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary
Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Industrial Arts Diamond Horeshoe Barbershop 
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm 

612-702-6770 
2903 27th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55406

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”
612-238-2702

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3900 E Lake St. 
www.peppersandfries.com
Home of the 2016 Twin Cities 

Burger Battle Winner

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

WATCH ALL SPORTING EVENTS
ON LARGE HD 70” SCREENS
$1 OFF Lunch Basket Special

2600 27th Ave S • Mpls.
612-722-3454 

www.hexagonbar.com

 Sushi Beer 
 Tempura Wine 
 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team. 
(612) 385-4359 

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog
Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR

Professional Real Estate Services
5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com

BruceHendrickson.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


