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PARISH OFFICE: 
2836 33rd Ave. S. 
Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 
FAX 612-722-9726 
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T thru Th, as we are able. 
 

We are cautiously adding masses which are 
open to the public. The Sunday 9:30 am 
mass continues to be live-streamed on our 
Facebook page.  We are now offering a 
Saturday 5:00 pm mass and a Sunday 
12:00 pm (noon) mass.  
 

In the spirit of trying to make room for those 
who choose to attend, while adhering to the 
requirement to limit to 50% of our capacity, 
we  encourage people to attend based on 
their last names: 

A-G Saturday, 5:00 pm 
H-M Sunday, 9:30 am 

N-Z  Sunday, 12:00 noon 
 

Attendance at mass is NOT required. Please 
make choices that keep you and the commu-
nity safe. 
  
Fr. Joe and the staff hold you all in our 
prayers, and ask that you pray for us and 
for all the essential workers who are striving 
to keep things running. 
 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

Who do 
people say 
YOU are? 

A person of 
PEACE? 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen! Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 

In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including  
Michael Callaghan, Laura Schommer, Eileen Dahill, 
Dick Martin,  Bill Henry, Ann Ahlstrom,  Parker Hal-
ler, Danny Curtsinger, Barb Johnson, Laura Neitz, 
Mary Jane Steinhagen, Judy Corrao. 
 
Please add a prayer for those who have died, in-
cluding Sally Johnson. 
 

We pray also for those on the front lines of the ef-
fort to protect and save lives from COVID19. 
 

Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care 
centers cannot notify us of your need for our pray-
ers or visits unless you direct them to call.  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be in-
cluded in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of 
the Sick, or communion brought to you,  please let 
the office know at 612-724-3643.  If you don’t 
want your name printed or spoken aloud, you can 
always ask to be on the Prayer Chain, a group of 
parishioners who will hold you quietly in their 
prayers. 
 
 
 
 

This week at St. Albert’s 
(masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

During the pandemic, we are offering three mass-
es per weekend to help attendees maintain social 
distancing. Fr. Joe is still celebrating private dai-
ly masses for the intentions below. 
Saturday, Aug. 22 —  Stanley Osgar † 
 

Sunday, Aug. 23 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  Rose Holland † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Our Parish Family 
 
 

Monday, Aug. 24— John Roban † 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 25 — Rose Holland † 
 
 

Thursday, Aug. 27 — Stanley Osgar † 
 

Friday, Aug. 28 —  Dave Volker  † 
 

Saturday, Aug. 29 —  John Roban † 
 

Sunday, Aug. 30 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  John Roban † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Dave Volker † 
 

As you consider returning to in-person mass: 
 

* We are continuing to offer three Masses each weekend for 
those who wish to attend in person at 5 PM Saturday and at 
9:30 and noon on Sunday. We encourage those who are age 
65 or older or who have underlying health conditions to stay 
home and view the 9:30 AM livestream. Anyone with symp-
toms or recent exposure to COVID-19 must remain at home. 

 

* ONLY Front center church doors are open. 
 

* While we have asked that people separate themselves alpha-
betically by last name so we need not turn anyone away, you 
may attend what’s convenient for you. Saturday 5:00 pm: A-G; 
Sunday 9:30 am: H-M; Sunday noon: N-Z. 

 

* The 9:30 AM Mass is the most popular. If you have the flexi-
bility to attend at 5 PM Saturday or noon on Sunday, we in-
vite you to do that. We have not yet had to turn anyone 
away due to overcrowding, but we will regretfully do this if 
we run out of space at any liturgy. 

 

* Thank you for wearing your masks! Most people have com-
plied with this important health measure which is required 
in the state of Minnesota. Please remember that your mask 
must cover both your nose and mouth and that you should 
keep it on for the entire time you are in church except when 
receiving communion. If you need a mask, we have disposa-
ble ones available. 

 

* Please sit in designated spaces only. We have marked 
three spaces in each open pew. Please sit at one of these 
spaces. These spots are marked to ensure that people re-
main six feet apart. Larger families may need to occupy two 
spots. Just pay attention to the 6 foot separation guidelines. 

 

* Communion will be distributed after the dismissal. Please 
exit the church immediately after receiving communion. 
The only people remaining in church will be staff and volun-
teers who are cleaning the church in preparation for the 
next service. You are welcome to have conversations out-
side with appropriate physical distancing. 

 
Access the Facebook Live-streamed mass  
We are continuing to live stream our 9:30 Sunday mass. This 
remains the safest way to enter into the liturgy. Go to https://
www.facebook.com/StAlbertTheGreatMpls/live_videos/ on Sun-
day morning, and if a video is currently streaming, you should 
see it. In recent weeks we have increased the speed of our In-
ternet connection and will soon be installing a new camera 
which we hope will improve the quality of our video. 
 
 
Materials available at the church 
You may pick up a copy of the materials we use for children’s 
faith formation on the table in front of the church on Sundays.  
 
If you are coming to pick up materials but are not attending 
mass, please time your trip so that you do not arrive as others 
are gathering or leaving church, since the front doors are the 
only ones we will have open.   
 

“We Care” Outreach Ministry 
 

During the pandemic, we are still accepting re-
quests for help in the form of gift cards.  Name and 
address and the type of cards desired can be left 
on the We Care voice mailbox (612-724-3643 x110) 
from people who need assistance and have access 
to Cub, Target and Aldi stores that are functioning.  
 
 



 

 

The customer line did not look that long, but on a hot day any length of 
line to the Dairy Queen window appeared to be worth the wait. I had an 
hour before meeting friends for dinner and, justifying my hankering for a 
cone with the slogan: “Life is uncertain, so eat dessert first”, I placed my 
order for a small cone and patiently waited for the treat. I found a way 
through the long line of customers and, as I turned to exit the line, a large 
black dog jumped up and snatched the cone from my hand. As I blurted 
out, “Jesus, Mary and Joseph!” a small girl looked up at me and said: “We 
only call him Joseph, and not Jesus and Mary.” This Joseph ordered an-
other cone and cautiously avoided the other Joseph, the ice-cream loving 
hound of heaven!  
 
In today’s gospel reading, Matthew 16:13-20, Jesus raises a very interest-
ing identity question for his disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” The 
array of given answers indicated an uncertainty regarding Jesus’ identity: 
“And they said, some say John the Baptist, but others say Elijah, but still 
others say Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” However, when Jesus 
asked Simon Peter, “Who do you say that I am?”, Peter answered: “You 
are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus verified the revelation offered to 
Peter and acknowledged that the other disciples were forced to wonder 
who Jesus really was. Capturing the imagination of his disciples through 
his miracles, Jesus provided a mysterious identity so strong and enigmat-
ic that people were uncertain if he was the Messiah to come or some 
healing prophet or magician. 
 
The question, of course, “Who do  you say that I am?” wasn’t just a ques-
tion posed to his disciples thousands of years ago, but one that is ad-
dressed to you and to me in our contemporary world. The question is no 
longer about Jesus, but about what you and I believe about Jesus and 
how that belief shapes and brings about the Kingdom of God. Recogniz-
ing the appointment of Peter as the first Pope, we continue to seek in the 
leadership of our current Pope Francis to help sort out the process of 
understanding what the Kingdom of God is all about. Pope Francis, num-
ber 266 in the line of popes from Peter, has captured our hearts with his 
humility, love and enthusiasm. Like Peter, Francis has struggled with the 
“gates of Hades” and all forms of diabolical evil that threaten the coming 
of the Kingdom of God on this earth. On many of his trips abroad, Pope 
Francis has addressed the “mind-set of suspicion and confrontation” that 
has clouded peaceful relationships between countries. Despite levels of 
persecution and saber rattling, Francis remains a voice of mercy and 
hope. 
 
It is interesting that Peter’s answer to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say 
that I am?” finds credence in all four gospels (Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 
8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21; John 6:67-71). However, it is only in the gospel of 
Matthew that we find a “reward” for the right answer is a position of lead-
ership (pope). In the early politics of the church, one could imagine a 
need for a centralized authority to maintain a sense of continuity in the 
traditional Jewish community and the emerging Gentile community. Ris-
ing above the primacy of politics, Matthew’s gospel was written about 
twenty years later than Mark’s gospel and formulated a model of leader-
ship that upheld Peter’s role in the Jewish wing of early Christian church. 
In all actuality, the revelation of Jesus’ identity as the Messiah has to do 
with Jesus’ leadership and not Peter’s. Jesus extended to Peter a model 
of leadership that was based upon the centrality of Jesus: “And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 
 

Searching for an understanding of a shared mission statement was at 
stake in the early Church and remains an on-going invitation to our con-
temporary Church. Rising above the pettiness of political factions and 
helping problematic political wings within the Church and our nation to 
“cool their jets”, we must continue to find ways to break-down the mind-
set of suspiciousness that inhibit the way to forging peace. The recent 
death of George Floyd in Minneapolis sparked a world-wide awareness 
that Black Lives Matter and that we are responsible for our sisters and 
brothers. Acknowledging the diverse voices of generations that have 
gone before us, we need to explore our “scars and kisses,” and rise 
above denial. It is comforting to have someone like Pope Francis who 
values mercy more than power. 
 
Avoiding another confrontation with Joseph, the ice-cream loving dog, I 
strolled around the neighborhood enjoying the coolness of a Dairy Queen 
on a very warm day. I was thinking about the question posed in the gos-
pel reading, “Who do people say that I am?” when I discovered I was 
standing in front of the house in which I first lived. Things have changed 
at 2932 42nd Avenue South and so have I. Having no recollections of this 
home (I was three months old when my family moved away); I have often 
thought how our identities are shaped by the circumstances of our daily 
lives. My parents are now dead as well as all my aunts and uncles, but a 
living faith remains within me and continues to shape me over these 
many years. Ironically, I have come full circle to the neighborhood in 
which I was born.  
 
As I reminisced in front of the house, a young woman, surrounded by four 
children, came to the door and asked: “Can I help you?” For a moment, I 
thought of my mother, Mary, with her four children (Molly, Bill, Katie and 
Joe) who, no doubt stood in that same doorway many times. I waved and 
said, “No, I am just on my way home.” As I walked toward Lake Street, I 
was reciting Robert Mazzocco’s poem: “Dynasty”: 
 

“Family voices, you can still hear them, 
ever so dimly, there in your own voice. 

Your father’s voice, even you mother’s voice. 
the older we get, the more you hear them, 

though no one else does. Just as you can see 
them, all over your body, though of course, no 
one else must: family scars and family kisses.” 

 
Who do people say that you are? I would hope that we would be known 
as individuals who value peace rather than violence, compassion rather 
than power and love rather than hate. Eradicating traces of insidious rac-
ism, we must realize during this time of the pandemic that we are all in 
this together. In the midst of our personal doubts and uncertainties, we all 
need to acknowledge our “scars and kisses” and find our way home in 
company of one another.  
 
I hope there are plenty of churches and Dairy Queens along the way and, 
even though life is uncertain, we will find the time to break bread together 
and share dessert. 
 
 

Peace, Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.  

“Finding a way home.” 



1120 East 37th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

www.risenchristschool.org

Have lunch with students and school leadership!  
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30. RSVP: 612-822-5329
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Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary
Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Industrial Arts Diamond Horeshoe Barbershop 
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm 

612-702-6770 
2903 27th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55406

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”
612-238-2702

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3900 E Lake St. 
www.peppersandfries.com
Home of the 2016 Twin Cities 

Burger Battle Winner

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

WATCH ALL SPORTING EVENTS
ON LARGE HD 70” SCREENS
$1 OFF Lunch Basket Special

2600 27th Ave S • Mpls.
612-722-3454 

www.hexagonbar.com

 Sushi Beer 
 Tempura Wine 
 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team. 
(612) 385-4359 

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog
Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR

Professional Real Estate Services
5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com

BruceHendrickson.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


