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612-724-3643 
FAX 612-722-9726 
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T thru Th, as we are able. 
 

We are cautiously adding masses which are 
open to the public. The Sunday 9:30 am 
mass continues to be live-streamed on our 
Facebook page.  We are now offering a 
Saturday 5:00 pm mass and a Sunday 
12:00 pm (noon) mass.  
 

In the spirit of trying to make room for those 
who choose to attend, while adhering to the 
requirement to limit to 50% of our capacity, 
we  encourage people to attend based on 
their last names: 

A-G Saturday, 5:00 pm 
H-M Sunday, 9:30 am 

N-Z  Sunday, 12:00 noon 
 

Attendance at mass is NOT required. Please 
make choices that keep you and the commu-
nity safe. 
  
Fr. Joe and the staff hold you all in our 
prayers, and ask that you pray for us and 
for all the essential workers who are striving 
to keep things running. 
 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

Be transformed 
by the renewing 
of your minds… 
discern what is 

the will of 
God. 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen! Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 

In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including  
Michael Callaghan, Laura Schommer, Eileen Dahill, 
Dick Martin,  Ann Ahlstrom,  Parker Haller,  Barb 
Johnson, Laura Neitz, Mary Jane Steinhagen, Judy 
Corrao. 
 
Please add a prayer for those who have died, in-
cluding Bill Henry, uncle of Terri Yellowhammer, 
and Teresa Bear Ribs. 
 

We pray also for those on the front lines of the ef-
fort to protect and save lives from COVID19. 
 

Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care 
centers cannot notify us of your need for our pray-
ers or visits unless you direct them to call.  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be in-
cluded in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of 
the Sick, or communion brought to you,  please let 
the office know at 612-724-3643.  If you don’t 
want your name printed or spoken aloud, you can 
always ask to be on the Prayer Chain, a group of 
parishioners who will hold you quietly in their 
prayers. 
 

This week at St. Albert’s 
(masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

During the pandemic, we are offering three mass-
es per weekend to help attendees maintain social 
distancing. Fr. Joe is still celebrating private dai-
ly masses for the intentions below. 
 

Saturday, Aug. 29 —  John Roban † 
 

Sunday, Aug. 30 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  John Roban † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Dave Volker † 
 
 

Monday, Aug. 31— Stanley Osgar † 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 1 — Rose Holland † 
 
 

Thursday, Sept. 3 —  Rose Holland † 
 

Friday, Sept. 4 —  Ed Volker  † 
 

Saturday, Sept. 5 —  John Roban † 
 

Sunday, Sept. 6 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  John Andrews † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Bill Henry † 

As you consider returning to in-person mass: 
 

* We are continuing to offer three Masses each weekend for 
those who wish to attend in person at 5 PM Saturday and at 
9:30 and noon on Sunday. We encourage those who are age 
65 or older or who have underlying health conditions to stay 
home and view the 9:30 AM livestream. Anyone with symp-
toms or recent exposure to COVID-19 must remain at home. 

 

* ONLY Front center church doors are open. 
 

* While we have asked that people separate themselves alpha-
betically by last name so we need not turn anyone away, you 
may attend what’s convenient for you. Saturday 5:00 pm: A-G; 
Sunday 9:30 am: H-M; Sunday noon: N-Z. 

 

* The 9:30 AM Mass is the most popular. If you have the flexi-
bility to attend at 5 PM Saturday or noon on Sunday, we in-
vite you to do that. We have not yet had to turn anyone 
away due to overcrowding, but we will regretfully do this if 
we run out of space at any liturgy. 

 

* Thank you for wearing your masks! Most people have com-
plied with this important health measure which is required 
in the state of Minnesota. Please remember that your mask 
must cover both your nose and mouth and that you should 
keep it on for the entire time you are in church except when 
receiving communion. If you need a mask, we have disposa-
ble ones available. 

 

* Please sit in designated spaces only. We have marked 
three spaces in each open pew. Please sit at one of these 
spaces. These spots are marked to ensure that people re-
main six feet apart. Larger families may need to occupy two 
spots. Just pay attention to the 6 foot separation guidelines. 

 

* Communion will be distributed after the dismissal. Please 
exit the church immediately after receiving communion. 
The only people remaining in church will be staff and volun-
teers who are cleaning the church in preparation for the 
next service. You are welcome to have conversations out-
side with appropriate physical distancing. 

 
Access the Facebook Live-streamed mass  
We are continuing to live stream our 9:30 Sunday mass. This 
remains the safest way to enter into the liturgy. Go to https://
www.facebook.com/StAlbertTheGreatMpls/live_videos/ on Sun-
day morning, and if a video is currently streaming, you should 
see it. In recent weeks we have increased the speed of our In-
ternet connection and will soon be installing a new camera 
which we hope will improve the quality of our video. 
 
 
Materials available at the church 
You may pick up a copy of the materials we use for children’s 
faith formation on the table in front of the church on Sundays.  
 
If you are coming to pick up materials but are not attending 
mass, please time your trip so that you do not arrive as others 
are gathering or leaving church, since the front doors are the 
only ones we will have open.   
 

“We Care” Outreach Ministry 
 

During the pandemic, we are still accepting re-
quests for help in the form of gift cards.  Name and 
address and the type of cards desired can be left 
on the We Care voice mailbox (612-724-3643 x110) 
from people who need assistance and have access 
to Cub, Target and Aldi stores that are functioning.  
 
 



 

 

Openly lamenting his faithful service to God, Jeremiah, the reluctant 
prophet, takes responsibility for his choice in answering the call to serve 
God. Struggling with a compulsion to answer God’s call, Jeremiah’s am-
bivalence builds once he realizes the consequences of doing so. As a 
prophet, Jeremiah’s role was to chastise people for their frequent lapses 
into idolatry and the lack of faithfulness to God’s covenant with them. For 
his trouble, Jeremiah was beaten, threatened, put into stocks and tossed 
into a cistern. Realizing his desire to “speak for God” despite the tortuous 
consequences, Jeremiah’s fears are trumped with an inner conviction: 
 

“If I say that I will not mention Him, or speak anymore His name, then 
within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am 
weary with holding it in, and I cannot.” 
 
As we ease into some very dramatic scriptural readings for the Twenty 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, it becomes obvious that accepting the 
role of a prophet is no easy task. One might even conclude that anyone 
eager to play the role of a prophet is likely to be a false prophet.  
 
In a more contemporary analysis, the modern prophet is more akin to the 
role of a “whistle blower.” Telling the truth about corrupt and evil practic-
es, while laudable, does have its consequences. Whether in government, 
medicine, business or church related institutions, nothing is so sacred that 
it cannot be exposed to the light of truth. However, the personal price paid 
for exposing levels of hypocrisy or corruption can compromise even the 
loftiest ideals of a “do gooder.” The prophet Jeremiah struggled with the 
consequences of being a truth teller, but an overwhelming and consuming 
“fire burning in his heart” demanded that he risk everything, even his life, 
to tell the truth. This desire to tell the truth would be the motivating and 
compelling dynamic of Jesus, Peter, Paul and all who take the gospel 
seriously.  
 
In today’s reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (12:1-2) we hear: 
 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you might discern what is the will of God, what is 
good, acceptable and perfect.” 
 
Transforming our souls and minds to be “truth tellers”, while noble and 
commendable, demands a process of discernment that can be painful 
and humiliating. Willingly carrying a cross of such magnitude can certainly 
interrupt a world of personal comfort. Disturbing the comfortable lives of 
those who are perpetuating dishonest institutional practices can have dire 
consequences (read astronomical legal fees). Maintaining an obligation to 
tell the truth, despite the personal risk, demands a willingness to “take up 
the cross” of integrity, honesty and truthfulness. Prophets (truth tellers) 
provide “consciences” for those in denial. Recent scandals (financial, 
sexual, political) in our governmental and religious institutions provide 
ample examples of greed, sexual exploitation and corruption. 
 
As irritating as prophets can be, they are asking us to tell the truth. 
Whether it is a willingness to “take up our cross and follow Jesus” or a 
willingness to help others carry their crosses, we have the example of 
Jesus who was willing to die upon his cross. Perhaps a contemporary 
“prophet” reflecting this call to the cross was The Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Despite the allurement of finding safety in relinquishing his de-
mand of non-violence as a way of life, King did not shrink from being a 
truth teller even when it cost him his life. Racial disturbances and white 
supremacists’ conflicts in recent outbreaks of violence in Portland, Minne-
apolis, Washington D.C., New York City and other cities throughout 
America continue to reflect the suppressed desire to use violence as a 
solution to settling power struggles. Rediscovering the voice of sanity 

amid any situation could use the prophetic voice of a Jeremiah, Jesus, St. 
Paul, Dr. King, Dorothy Day, Mother Teresa or a Pope Francis. 
 
 Despite the ambivalences generated by personal fears, we must recog-
nize that “there is something like a burning fire shut up in our bones” that 
forces us to be truth tellers. Jesus was honest with his disciples when he 
told them, “I must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders, chief priests and scribes and be killed.” This predic-
tion was a recognition that in choosing to follow Jesus there was a “no 
pain, no gain “invitation. When Peter tried to persuade Jesus to jettison 
this nutty idea, Jesus turned to Peter and said: “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are thinking not as God does, 
but as humans do.” Jesus did not need Peter or any of the other disciples 
to dilute his resolve to lay down his life for the sake of truth. The cost of 
discipleship would be uncompromising and life threatening. 
 
Launching into the demands of discipleship, Jesus threw down the gaunt-
let of real membership (Matthew 16;21-27): 
 

“If anyone wants to be my follower, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, and 
whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit any-
one to gain the whole world, but forfeit their life?” 
 
Jesus’ invitation to his disciples remains the same: we must be willing to 
take up our crosses and follow him. Unfortunately, there is no escaping 
the painful reality of suffering and death as a part of life. In a revival of an 
ancient form of Japanese poetry called, Tanka, the Benedictine priest, 
Neal Lawrence, recaptures the simplicity of understanding suffering as a 
normal “prophetic truth” in life: 
 

“Hurrying in rain, jumping to evade puddles 
I sprained my ankle; life is rushing amid tears, 

Dodging ills, we still suffer.” 
 
The example of Jesus, Jeremiah, Paul and so many other men and wom-
en have helped us to embrace suffering as a redemptive part of life. 
Avoiding some pathetic form of romancing suffering for the sake of suffer-
ing (put away the hair shirts and flagellation kits), Jesus risked telling the 
truth despite the consequences of suffering. Truth tellers never avoid or 
gloss over the prophetic invitations that understand that life is “rushing 
amid tears.”  
 
During our own pain and suffering we must never lose sight of the beauty 
that surrounds our creative imaginations. In the words of an anonymous 
piece of poetry found in a children’s death camp in Nazi Germany, hope 
springs eternally:  
 
               “Hey, try to open up your heart to beauty; 
                Go to the woods someday and weave a wreath 
                Of memory there. Then if the tears obscure your way 
                You’ll know how wonderful it is to be alive.” 
 
All prophets and truth tellers have provided us with hope, even in the face 
of suffering and death. At some point, however, when we can admit that 
“You duped us, O Lord, and we allowed ourselves to be duped”, we can 
enter the embracing gift of God’s grace and hope for the best! 
 
 
Peace, Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P.  

“You duped me, O Lord, and I allowed myself to be duped.” 



1120 East 37th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

www.risenchristschool.org

Have lunch with students and school leadership!  
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30. RSVP: 612-822-5329
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Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary
Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Industrial Arts Diamond Horeshoe Barbershop 
Tues-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm 

612-702-6770 
2903 27th Ave. S. • Minneapolis, MN 55406

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”
612-238-2702

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3900 E Lake St. 
www.peppersandfries.com
Home of the 2016 Twin Cities 

Burger Battle Winner

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

WATCH ALL SPORTING EVENTS
ON LARGE HD 70” SCREENS
$1 OFF Lunch Basket Special

2600 27th Ave S • Mpls.
612-722-3454 

www.hexagonbar.com

 Sushi Beer 
 Tempura Wine 
 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team. 
(612) 385-4359 

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog
Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR

Professional Real Estate Services
5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com

BruceHendrickson.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


