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PARISH OFFICE: 

2836 33rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 

FAX 612-722-9726 

Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T thru Th, as we are able. 
 

We are cautiously adding masses which are 

open to the public. The Sunday 9:30 am 

mass continues to be live-streamed on our 

Facebook page.  We are now offering a 

Saturday 5:00 pm mass and a Sunday 

12:00 pm (noon) mass.  
 

In the spirit of trying to make room for those 

who choose to attend, while adhering to the 

requirement to limit to 50% of our capacity, 

we  encourage people to attend based on 

their last names: 

A-G Saturday, 5:00 pm 

H-M Sunday, 9:30 am 

N-Z  Sunday, 12:00 noon 
 

Attendance at mass is NOT required. Please 

make choices that keep you and the commu-

nity safe. 
  
Fr. Joe and the staff hold you all in our 

prayers, and ask that you pray for us and 

for all the essential workers who are striving 

to keep things running. 

 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 

K-8 education at 

Risen Christ Catholic School 

1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 

612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  

to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 

 God’s caring presence. 

 

“Forgive your 

neighbor 

the wrong 

that is done.” 
Sirach 27 

 

Say YES to 

love and peace. 

Amen! Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 

In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including  
Michael Callaghan, Doug Bulthaus, Eileen Dahill, 
Dick Martin, Barbara Roban, Parker Haller, Mo Sel-
ner, Toni Ziegler, Mary Jane Steinhagen.  
 

Please add a prayer for those who have died. 
  

We pray also for those on the front lines of the ef-
fort to protect and save lives from COVID19. 
 

Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care 
centers cannot notify us of your need for our pray-
ers or visits unless you direct them to call.  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be in-
cluded in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of 
the Sick, or communion brought to you,  please let 
the office know at 612-724-3643.  If you don’t 
want your name printed or spoken aloud, you can 
always ask to be on the Prayer Chain, a group of 
parishioners who will hold you quietly in their 
prayers. 

This week at St. Albert’s 
(masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

During the pandemic, we are offering three mass-

es per weekend to help attendees maintain social 

distancing. Fr. Joe is still celebrating private dai-

ly masses for the intentions below. 
 

Saturday, Sept. 12 —  Ed Volker † 
 

Sunday, Sept. 13 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  John Roban † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Ed Volker † 
 

 

Monday, Sept. 14— Paul Hagen (healing)  
 

Tuesday, Sept. 15 — Alice White † 
 
 

Thursday, Sept. 17 —  Sally Jonson † 
 

Friday, Sept. 18—  John Roban † 
 

Saturday, Sept. 19 —  Jeffrey Fridlund † 
 

Sunday, Sept. 20 —  
 9:30 am (live streamed) —  Betty Schuster † 
 
 

12:00 pm —  Our First Communicants 

As you consider returning to in-person mass: 
 

 We are continuing to offer three Masses each weekend for 
those who wish to attend in person at 5 PM Saturday and at 
9:30 and noon on Sunday. We encourage those who are age 
65 or older or who have underlying health conditions to stay 
home and view the 9:30 AM livestream. Anyone with symp-
toms or recent exposure to COVID-19 must remain at home. 

 

 ONLY Front center church doors are open. 
 

 While we have asked that people separate themselves alpha-
betically by last name so we need not turn anyone away, you 
may attend what’s convenient for you. Saturday 5:00 pm: A-G; 
Sunday 9:30 am: H-M; Sunday noon: N-Z. 

 

 The 9:30 AM Mass is the most popular. If you have the flexi-
bility to attend at 5 PM Saturday or noon on Sunday, we in-
vite you to do that. We have not yet had to turn anyone 
away due to overcrowding, but we will regretfully do this if 
we run out of space at any liturgy. 

 

 Thank you for wearing your masks! Most people have com-
plied with this important health measure which is required 
in the state of Minnesota. Please remember that your mask 
must cover both your nose and mouth and that you should 
keep it on for the entire time you are in church except when 
receiving communion. If you need a mask, we have disposa-
ble ones available. 

 As appealing as our music is at masses with cantors, we en-
courage you NOT to sing, even while masked.  It’s an extra 
precaution, but St. Albert’s has been VERY fortunate in 
avoiding Covid-19 spread so far. 

 

 Please sit in designated spaces only. We have marked 
three spaces in each open pew. Please sit at one of these 
spaces. These spots are marked to ensure that people re-
main six feet apart. Larger families may need to occupy two 
spots. Just pay attention to the 6 foot separation guidelines. 

 

 Communion will be distributed after the dismissal. Please 
exit the church immediately after receiving communion. 
The only people remaining in church will be staff and volun-
teers who are cleaning the church in preparation for the 
next service. You are welcome to have conversations out-
side with appropriate physical distancing. 

 
Access the Facebook Live-streamed mass  
We are continuing to live stream our 9:30 Sunday mass. This 
remains the safest way to enter into the liturgy. Go to https://
www.facebook.com/StAlbertTheGreatMpls/live_videos/ on Sun-
day morning, and if a video is currently streaming, you should 
see it. In recent weeks we have increased the speed of our In-
ternet connection and will soon be installing a new camera 
which we hope will improve the quality of our video. 

“We Care” Outreach Ministry 
During the pandemic, we are still accepting re-
quests for help in the form of gift cards. 
 

Name and address and the type of cards desired 
can be left on the We Care voice mailbox (612-724-
3643 x110) from people who need assistance and 
have access to Cub, Target and Aldi stores that are 
functioning.  

Materials available at the church 
You may pick up a copy of the materials we use for children’s faith formation on the table in front of the church on Sun-
days. If you are coming to pick up materials but are not attending mass, please time your trip so that you do not arrive as 
others are gathering or leaving church, since the front doors are the only ones we will have open.   



 

 

The Chinese get blamed for a lot of things, especially in the business world of 
inequitable business tariffs, in their unwillingness to take a leading role in the 
sanctioning of North Korea, in security concerns over TikTok and, most re-
cently, in the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic. Aside from the seriousness of 
the economic and health disasters, it is hard to fault with the many wise max-
ims found in traditional Chinese fortune cookies.  
 

While most fortune cookies taste like cardboard, the hidden treasures 
found within offer happy go lucky invitations to kick-start your wistful be-
lieve that, “You will meet someone who will give you a lot of money.”  
Granted, most of the “fortunes” found in the cookies are rather innocuous, 
but some border on a slice of wisdom that seems applicable to one’s life. 
However, the Chinese philosopher Confucius, who lived from 551-479 
B.C., gets the credit for some of the wisest of the sayings found in cook-
ies: “Choose a job you love and you will never have to work a day in your 
life” or “There is no mistake so great as that of a human being who is 
always right.” Some of these “fortunes” provide hopeful thoughts.  
 

I was once invited to a Chinese cooking class entitled, “How to throw a 
Dim Sum Party.” After tasting many remarkable Chinese foods, little 
handmade fortune cookies were served. I remember three of the more 
perplexing fortunes: “Marriage lets you annoy one special person for the 
rest of your life”, “The end is near and it’s all your fault.” and “It wasn’t real 
chicken!” I would not credit these fortunes to Confucius, but rather to 
some cynical wag who, after enough Tsingtao (the Budweiser of China), 
attempted some humor.  
 

Seeking wisdom is not always easy, but it can be found in unlikely places. 
A bumper-sticker on a car in front of me offered some sage advice at-
tributed to Confucius: “The person who seeks revenge must be prepared 
to dig two graves.” Indeed, this insight would find an almost immediate 
application in my life. The driver bearing the bumper-sticker was on his 
cell, smoking a cigarette and drinking a beverage when he slammed into 
the car in front of him, creating grid-lock. One irritated driver approached 
the stalled car and threw the driver’s cell phone into the line of traffic. This 
gesture prompted a punching fest between the two drivers until a state 
trooper arrived and arrested both drivers. Indeed, “the person seeking 
revenge must be prepared to dig two graves.” 
 

Our readings for this Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time address the 
need for wisdom in the process of forgiveness. In the book of Sirach 
(27:30; 28:7), we are led to believe that forgiveness of one’s neighbor’s 
transgression comes first before we can ask for forgiveness of our own 
sins. Reinforcing the concept that our own wrath and resentment must 
give way to mercy, the passage upholds that we must learn to first offer 
forgiveness and then seek it in relation to God and one’s neighbor: “Anger 
and wrath, these are abominations, yet a sinner holds onto to them. For-
give your neighbor the wrong that is done, and then your sins will be par-
doned when you pray. Remember the commandments and do not be 
angry with your neighbor; remember the covenant of the Most High, and 
overlook faults.” 
 

In the reading from Romans 14:7-9, Paul continues to urge his congrega-
tion to observe the catechetical wisdom that all the commandments of 
God are summed up in the phrase, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” In 
Paul’s theology, all our behavioral decisions must be based upon God’s 
love for us. The willingness to love God and neighbor flow from first hav-
ing been loved by God.  Modeling our lives upon that of Jesus’ life means 
moving beyond our petty disagreements and searching for the common 
good. Paul summarizes his theology of forgiveness when he said, “We do 
not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 
the Lord; so that when we die, we are the Lord’s.” Being merciful is a 
selfless reflection of Jesus and letting go of the need for revenge be-

comes the epitome of the command, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 

In the gospel reading from Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus surprises his disci-
ples with an exaggerated sense of forgiveness. The traditional under-
standing of forgiveness in Old Testament was related to Leviticus 24:20, 
where “an eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth” became a measure of “just 
revenge.” Restraining oneself even from this strict sense of legitimate 
measure of retribution became the basis for Jesus’ teaching on for-
giveness.  Refraining from a “just revenge” or appropriate retaliation is 
hardly the basis for forgiveness. Jesus introduces a dangerous teaching 
to forgive an endless number of times. When Peter asked Jesus the 
question, “Lord, how often should I forgive my brother or sister if they sin 
against me?” he was not expecting such an outrageous response from 
Jesus. Peter was being magnanimous when he said, “As many as seven 
times?” This would have been a significant step up from the “eye for eye” 
understanding of justifiable behavior, but Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.” The number seventy-seven 
symbolized forgiveness without end and would challenge even the most 
lenient of Jesus’ disciples. Opening the door to endless forgiveness can 
create a perceived naiveté regarding the complexity of reconciliation and 
a formulaic simplicity of “cheap grace.” 
 

On September 11, 2001, the nation was challenged with a genuine test of 
its religious values regarding forgiveness. Not unlike the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor (December 7,1941), 9/11 came to symbolize a day of infamy and 
the opening of an “unforgivable wound.” Both events prompted “justifiable 
vengeance” with predictable catastrophic outcomes. The lingering 
“revenge” of 9/11 initiated the Iraq war (March 19, 2003 – December 18, 
2011) and Afghanistan (ongoing since October 7, 2001) war stretching 
three times beyond the years of World War II. Unfortunately, the digging 
of graves continues, and the current escalation of nuclear war pushes the 
world to the edge of insanity.  
 

Finding a way to let Peter’s question of “Lord, how often should I forgive?” 
penetrate our moral psyches becomes an on-going challenge. Jesus’ 
response takes the ordinary need for justifiable revenge to new levels of 
insanity regarding forgiveness. Jesus insists that it is only with faith we 
can catapult beyond the human cry for revenge. There is no way to ever 
measure an accurate “pound of flesh” when it comes to exacting human 
justice. Extending mercy and forgiveness must move us beyond the well-
kept ledgers of revenge, avoiding at all cost the hardening of our hearts 
which so easily allow an endless cycle of violence to continue. Indeed, 
“The person seeking revenge must be prepared to dig two graves.” 
 

The heartbreak of 9/11 or any other tragedy is an absolute test of one’s 
faith. Every crisis endangers our sense of hope and shatters the illusion 
that nothing bad will happen to good people. Regaining our sense of nor-
mality or ever being able to trust again creates the need for faith and the 
grace of God’s presence, even when God appears to be absent. Every 
crisis produces an environment of danger as well as opportunity for grace 
to abound. Being overwhelmed by danger can easily disguise the oppor-
tunity for change, forgiveness and the chance to live again.  
 

No fortune cookie will ever provide a simple solution to a complex prob-
lem nor will one scriptural response make evil go away. However, Jesus’ 
solution to forgiveness remains an optimistic invitation to remember that 
there is no limit to the times we must try to forgive. Whether we are ever 
successful in extending the “tender mercy of God” to our enemy will de-
pend, I believe, upon accepting God’s mercy for ourselves. I am putting 
my confidence more in the sayings of Jesus than in Confucius, but I have 
no doubt God can speak to us in a fortune cookie, from a bumper-sticker 
or in the midst of wanting to seek revenge.  Peace, not war must always 
be the desired outcome, even when the fortune cookie crumbles. 

 “The person seeking revenge must be prepared to dig two graves.”     By Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P. 



1120 East 37th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

www.risenchristschool.org

Have lunch with students and school leadership!  
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30. RSVP: 612-822-5329
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Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary
Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”
612-238-2702

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3900 E Lake St. 
www.peppersandfries.com
Home of the 2016 Twin Cities 

Burger Battle Winner

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

WATCH ALL SPORTING EVENTS
ON LARGE HD 70” SCREENS
$1 OFF Lunch Basket Special

2600 27th Ave S • Mpls.
612-722-3454 

www.hexagonbar.com

 Sushi Beer 
 Tempura Wine 
 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team. 
(612) 385-4359 

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog
Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR
Professional Real Estate Services

5318 Lyndale Ave. So.
Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136

brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com
BruceHendrickson.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


