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Office staffed T, W and Th, as we are able. 
 
We continue to offer three masses each 
week to enable people to attend while 
maintaining appropriate social distancing. 
The Sunday 9:30 am mass continues to be 
live streamed on our Facebook page. We 
are also offering a Saturday 5:00 pm mass 
and a Sunday 12:00 pm (noon) mass. 
 

Although state capacity restrictions have 
been lifted, we must still maintain six feet of 
physical distancing between groups, which 
means that our attendance is still limited. The 
9:30 mass is the most popular. When your 
schedule allows, please consider attending 
one of the other two services. 
 

Attendance at mass is still NOT required. 
Please make choices that keep you and the 
community safe. 
  
Fr. Joe and the staff hold you all in our 
prayers, and ask that you pray for us and 
for all the essential workers who are striving 
to keep things running. 
 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

 

 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen! Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 

In our prayers 
We remember those who need healing, including  
Michael Callaghan,  Joan Ellison, Curt Huovie,  John 
Fink, Ben Wilkie,  Marianne Green, Dave Buck, Cop-
per Schadow, Janeen Gault, Steve Bach and Rosella 
Messenbrink. 
 
Please add a prayer for those who have died, includ-
ing Joanie Klopp. 
 

Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care 
centers cannot notify us of your need for our pray-
ers or visits unless you direct them to call.  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be in-
cluded in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of 
the Sick, or communion brought to you,  please let 
the office know at 612-724-3643. Messages are 
checked regularly. 

This week at St. Albert’s
(masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 

 

During the pandemic, we are offering three mass-
es per weekend to help attendees maintain social 
distancing. Fr. Joe is still celebrating private daily 
masses for the intentions below. 
          

Saturday, May 22 — 
      4:00 to 6:15 pm Drive-By Donuts 
     5:00 pm mass  Genevieve McCarr †  
 

Sunday, May 23 — 
     9:00 am until sold out — Drive-By Donuts  
     9:30 am  mass  — Lee Bauers † 
    12:00 pm mass — Genevieve McCarr † 

 

 

Monday, May 24 — Betty White Gettler † 
 

Tuesday, May 25 — Sr. Jean Brennan, O.P. † 
 
 

Thursday, May 27 — Joanie Klopp † 
    12:00 to 3:00 pm  Crafters in the Social Hall 
 

Friday, May 28 —  John Roban † 
     12:00 pm  Funeral for Rose Holland 
     

Saturday, May 29 — 
     5:00 pm mass  Genevieve McCarr †  
 

Sunday, May 30 —  
    9:30 am  mass  — For the Parish  
    12:00 pm mass — Mary Brown † 

As you consider returning to in-person mass: 
 

* We are continuing to offer three Masses each weekend for 
those who wish to attend in person at 5 PM Saturday and at 
9:30 and noon on Sunday. We encourage those who are age 
65 or older or who have underlying health conditions to stay 
home and view the 9:30 AM livestream. Anyone with symp-
toms or recent exposure to COVID-19 must remain at home. 

 

* ONLY Front center church doors are open, along with the 
elevator entrance. (One household at a time in elevator.) 

 

* Although we have previously asked that people separate 
themselves alphabetically by last name, you may attend the 
service that is convenient for you. The 9:30 AM Mass is the 
most popular, and we have recently come close to  capacity 
limits. If you have the flexibility to attend at 5 PM Saturday 
or noon on Sunday, we invite you to do that. We have not 
yet had to turn anyone away due to overcrowding, but we 
will regretfully do this if we run out of space at any liturgy. 

 

* Thank you for wearing your masks! This important health 
measure is still required in the city of Minneapolis until we 
reach vaccination targets. Please remember that your mask 
must cover both your nose and mouth and that you should 
keep it on for the entire time you are in church except when 
receiving communion. If you need a mask, we have disposa-
ble ones available. 

 

* As appealing as our music is at masses with cantors, we ask  
you NOT to sing, even while masked. This is a precaution 
the Archdiocese recommends, as even when we keep six 
feet apart, viruses can still travel further through the air 
when propelled by speech or singing. 

 

* Please sit in marked spaces with members of your group 
only. A group can consist of people from the same house-
hold or from two households that are part of a pre-existing 
“pod.” It can also include any number of individuals who 
attend together and have been fully vaccinated, which 
means that it has been at least two weeks since the final 
vaccine dose. We have marked three spaces in each open 
pew which are spaced out to ensure that people remain six 
feet apart. Please sit  at one of these spaces. Larger groups 
may need to occupy two spots. Do not sit in an available 
spot if you cannot maintain six feet of separation from peo-
ple who are already seated in that pew. 

 

* We have been blessed recently with some delightful weath-
er, but we expect to see a variety of temperatures in the 
coming months. Please dress appropriately for a church 
that will have its front door and all of its windows open even 
when we would normally be running the heat or the air con-
ditioning. Also, please do not close or adjust the windows. 

 

* We have resumed the distribution of communion during 
its proper place in the liturgy. You may return to your 
seats after receiving communion. If you are not comfortable 
with this, you may also leave immediately after reception. 

 

* Please exit the church immediately after the dismissal and 
move away from the front doors to ensure a path for other 
people to exit. The only people remaining in church will be 
staff and volunteers who are cleaning the church in prepara-
tion for the next service. You are welcome to have conver-
sations outside with appropriate physical distancing. 

 A new request for mass-goers: 
 
Because the 9:30 am Sunday mass is getting so popu-
lar, we ask that those who arrive first fill in the MID-
DLE designated spots in a pew.  This will help keep 
all available spots accessible. Please cooperate with 
ushers who may ask this of you.  Thanks! 

 
To request that the Eucharist be brought to you at 

your home, please contact Fr. Joe at 
612-245-3345, or Jim Curran at 612-483-1546.  

Volunteers will mask and safely deliver communion 
to you. 



 

 

As background to the Feast of Pentecost, the parish priest had just fin-
ished telling the school children that Jesus had to ascend to heaven be-
fore the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, would descend like a dove upon the 
Church. If Jesus failed to go to heaven, then the Paraclete would never 
come to them. One of the young children raised his hand, and the priest 
acknowledged the question. The child asked: “If the Holy Spirit descend-
ed like a dove, why did Jesus send a parakeet?” 
 

In searching for the right metaphor to capture the descent of the Holy 
Spirit (the Paraclete), the image of a dove seems theologically appropri-
ate. While the confusion of the word parakeet with Paraclete became the 
basis for humor, one might conclude that a theology without humor is 
strictly for the birds! While the need to occasionally ground our theology in 
humor does provide a saving grace from the dullness of theological and 
ontological argumentation, we can never lose sight of the seriousness of 
what Jesus’ life, death and resurrection has done for us. Jesus, making 
good on his word, sends the Holy Spirit among us as a lifeline of hope 
and joy. 
 

In one of my all-time favorite films, Tender Mercies, Robert Duvall plays a 
struggling country singer trying to regain his dignity while battling the de-
mons of alcoholism. Searching for hope in the tender mercies of his wife, 
Duvall captures the death and resurrection of a sinner in need of redemp-
tion. In one poignant scene, Duvall sings: “When troubles surround us, 
and when evils come, the body grows weak, the spirit grows numb. When 
these things beset us, God does not forget us, He sends down His love 
on the wings of a snow-white dove. On the wings of a snow-white dove, 
God sends His pure sweet love, a sign from above.” 
 
The invitation to conversion is at the heart of the Feast of Pentecost, and 
the sending down of the Holy Spirit on the “wings of a snow-white dove” 
would provide a reasonable alternative to the wings of a parakeet. So 
often in scripture, the Holy Spirit is depicted in the form of a dove. In all 
the baptismal accounts of Jesus found in the Synoptic gospels (Matthew 
3:13-17; Luke 3:21-22; Mark 1:9-11) we find almost identical wording: 
“And when Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit descending 
like a dove and alighting on him; and a voice from heaven saying, this is 
my beloved Son with home I am well pleased.” 
 
However, the Holy Spirit takes on a new image in the Acts of the Apostles (2:1
-11) and appears as a “tongue of fire”: “And suddenly from heaven there came 
a sound like rushing wind, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Di-
vided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
St. Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians (12:3-13), picks up on this 
extraordinary sense of personal conversion and recognized that “each 
person is given the manifestation of the Holy Spirit for the common good.” 
Paul’s emphasis was on the unity of gifts manifesting the common good 
of the community: “To one is given the utterance of wisdom, another 
knowledge, another faith, another healing, another prophecy, another the 
discernment of spirits, another the working of miracles and to others 
speaking in tongues and to others the interpretation of tongues. All these 
were activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individ-
ually as the Spirit chooses.” 
 
The Feast of Pentecost is celebrated fifty days after Easter and marks the 
official beginning of the Church. This “birthday” signifies an ecclesiology 
of acceptance and brings together both Jews and Gentiles. The accounts 
found in the Acts of the Apostles (2:1-11) and in the Gospel of John 
(20:19-23) depict the disciples as fearful individuals who had locked them-

selves in rooms for fear of persecution. In the gospel account, Jesus 
would offer the disciples the assurance of his peace and breathed on 
them saying: “Receive the Holy Spirit.” In the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Holy Spirit (the Paraclete) gave the disciples newly found courage as well 
as the ability to speak in different languages. In medieval iconography, 
the Tower of Babel is often pictured alongside the Pentecostal event. In 
the account of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:19), the people were trying 
to build a tower to reach heaven and God punished them for their arro-
gance by making it impossible for them to understand one another. In the 
Pentecost account, the disciples spoke in many languages and were un-
derstood by everyone. 
 
In the early Western Church, Pentecost was known as “Whitsunday” and 
was an occasion for the baptism of new converts. Wearing white robes, 
these converts to the faith were dunked in the baptismal pools of local 
cathedrals. Following the high drama of Pentecost, the Monday following 
Pentecost initiates “Ordinary Time” and signals the spring season, a time 
of new beginnings, new plantings. The official liturgical color for vest-
ments is green, a reflection of spring. During the early history of the 
Church, Pentecost was viewed as second only to Easter as an important 
liturgical event. 
  
Understanding the rebirth of the Church on its annual “birthday” offers 
hope in a world that continues to value war over peace, personal greed 
over the collective sharing of wealth, institutional power over corporate 
responsibility, grudge bearing over mercy and forgiveness. In search of a 
contemporary angel of hope, the Church has been blessed with Pope 
Francis whose daring preaching of the Good News reaches beyond en-
cyclicals and the “talking heads” of the Vatican. Never afraid to search for 
the truth, Pope Francis has confronted world governments regarding their 
personal greed and unwillingness to negotiate peace. The Pope’s tena-
cious pursuit of mercy as remedial source of insuring peace must trans-
cend the petty self-interests of egocentric and narcissistic individuals and 
nations. Indeed, the current chaos exploding in the Mideast between Is-
raelis and Palestinians is simply one more example of the failure to recog-
nize the need for individual autonomy. 
 
In the Book of Genesis, Noah (who was only 600 years old when the 
great flood occurred) toughed out forty days and nights with his immedi-
ate family in an ark full of noisy creatures. Eventually, Noah sent out a 
white dove (not a parakeet) who returned to the ark bearing an olive 
branch in its beak. The symbolism of the dove with the olive branch re-
mains an international symbol of safety, peace and salvation. Visualizing 
the Holy Spirit coming upon us at Pentecost might prompt all of us to 
become angels of peace; however, the image of the Holy Spirit as a dove 
seems far more appealing than a tongue of fire. The danger of mixing 
metaphors (images) of a dove and a fiery tongue might leave us with a 
barbecued dove.  
 
The lyrics of “On the Wings of a Snow-White Dove” conclude: “When 
Noah had drifted on the flood for many days, he searched for land in vari-
ous ways. Troubles he had some but wasn’t forgotten by God who sent 
him His love on the wings of a snow-white dove.” 
 

Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the earth! Happy Birthday to our 
Mother Church and to all who find the courage to stay within it. 

 
Peace,  

Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P. 

“If the Spirit descended like a dove, why did Jesus send a parakeet?” 
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CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”

612-238-2702

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

 Sushi Beer  

 Tempura Wine  

 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011 
www.floatingworldcafe.com

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606

www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner 
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team.

(612) 385-4359

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

UPTOWN CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Call for a Free Product Catalog

Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery 
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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Y Henry W. Anderson Mortuary

Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones
3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR 

Professional Real Estate Services

5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136 
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com 

BruceHendrickson.com

STOP LIVING WITH 
PROPERTY DAMAGE

Call 651-269-5157
John Kieser 

Public Claims Adjuster
 Kieser4@gmail.com

*Kids eat free on Sundays*

“Thanks For Putting 
Your Trust In Us.”

612-721-3303

3232 E. Lake St.

Industrial Barber Shop

Call for Appt. 

612-702-6770
Never Doubt Your Goodness!

• Family Eyecare 
• Eye Injuries 
• Optical, Designer Frames 
• Treatment of Eye Disease

Evening Appointments Available

4323 E. Lake Street
722-1003    Riverlakeclinic.com


