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The Church of

the
St. albert great
Since 1935, a welcoming, caring Catholic Community of Faith
o n E . 2 9 th S tr e et a t 32 n d A v e n ue. S . i n Mi nn e apo li s , Mi n n es o ta

PARISH OFFICE:
2836 33rd Ave. S.
Minneapolis MN 55406
612-724-3643
FAX 612-722-9726
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org
Office staffed T, W and Th, as we are able.
We continue to offer three masses each
week to enable people to attend while
maintaining appropriate social distancing.
The Sunday 9:30 am mass continues to be
live streamed on our Facebook page. We
are also offering a Saturday 5:00 pm mass
and a Sunday 12:00 pm (noon) mass.

“We have come to
believe and know
that you are

the Holy One
of God.”

Although state capacity restrictions have
been lifted and masks are not currently required, we encourage everyone to participate in ways that are safe and appropriate
for them. If you wish to maintain physical
distancing, the noon mass has the lightest
attendance. We are gradually returning
elements that have been missing during the
pandemic. We recently reinstated congregational singing and ushers and are working
towards the return of lectors and servers.
Fr. Joe, Fr. Jude and the staff hold you all in
our prayers, and ask that you pray for us
and for all the essential workers who are
striving to keep things running.
We support the quality, faith-based
K-8 education at
Risen Christ Catholic School
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis.
612-822-5329
Call the Parish Center
at 612-724-3643
to learn more about this
special ministry of sharing
God’s caring presence.

www.saintalbertthegreat.org

Say YES to
love and peace.
Amen! Alleluia!

Church of St. Albert the Great
This week at St. Albert’s

(masses and intentions are in BOLD type)
Saturday, August 21
5:00 pm mass For Our Parish Family
Sunday, August 22
9:30 am mass Ray and Michael Enz ††
10:30 Treats by the gazebo, provided by Betty
Enz in honor of her late husband and son
12:00 pm mass John Linsmayer †
Monday, August 23
8:15 am Mary Boisvert †

Minneapolis, MN
THE NEW NORMAL
* We will continue to offer three Masses each weekend for
as long as the Sunday noon mass remains popular/practical.
We also continue to livestream the 9:30 AM liturgy.
*

The general dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day
obligation has been lifted. The dispensation remains available to people at high risk of developing serious illness and
for people who care for such individuals. Anyone with symptoms or recent exposure to COVID-19 must still remain at
home for the safety of all.

*

Morning masses in the chapel have resumed at 8:15 am,
with the rosary at 8:00 am. As in the pre-pandemic past,
weekday masses will be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. The East door off the back parking lot will be open for
weekday masses, along with the elevator entrance.

*

Use of the front center church doors continues to be encouraged for weekend masses, along with the elevator entrance.

*

There are no seating restrictions. Please respect the desires of those who wish to maintain some physical separation. Hand sanitizer will be available for the foreseeable
future.

*

Masks are no longer required although of course they are
still encouraged for the unvaccinated and anyone with precarious health. The CDC recommends that all people regardless of vaccination status wear masks indoors in counties
with substantial viral transmission, which currently includes
Hennepin County. We do have disposable masks available.

*

We invite you to join us in song. The hymnals are back in
the pews. To sing is to pray TWICE!

*

Give the Sign of Peace to those near you in ways others
appear comfortable with.

Tuesday, August 24
8:15 am Robert Boisvert †
Wednesday, August 25
Thursday, August 26
8:15 am mass — John Linsmayer †
12:00 to 3:00 pm Potluck lunch, crafting and
conversation in the Social Hall
Friday, August 27
8:15 am mass Ed O’Hara †
Saturday, August 28
5:00 pm mass John Linsmayer †
Sunday, August 29
9:30 am mass John Linsmayer †
10:30 Treats by the gazebo

In our prayers

We remember those who need healing, including
Roger Cole, John Hall, Ben Wilkie, Ron Mandery,
Bill Bowen, Dick Martin, , Joan Ellison, Curt Huovie,
Gail Balego, Marianne Green, Harry Duskin, Tim
Moore, Mark Henry, Jo and Dennis Neal, John Syversion and Laine Grace Dahlberg (born at 21 weeks.)
Please add a prayer for those who have died, including Marge McInerney, Steve Levi and Ed O’Hara.
Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care
centers cannot notify us of your need for our prayers or visits unless you direct them to call.
If you or someone you know would like to be included in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of
the Sick, or communion brought to you, please let
the office know at 612-724-3643.
Call Fr. Joe at 612-245-3345 or Jim Curran at
612-483-1546 if you would like the Eucharist
brought safely to you at home.

“I am your servant, Lord.”

Would you like deeper involvement in the mass? To understand
why Catholics do what we do during the celebration? In September, we’ll offer training for the important role of altar server. It’s open for 4th graders through adults. (Adults who could
be available to serve daytime funerals are especially welcome,
and there are a couple of additional tasks for funeral servers.)
Give some thought to whether you or your children feel called
to help in the liturgy, and watch for the announcement of training dates. If you have questions, contact Janelle or Fr. Joe.

Are you on the “Friday Blast” list?

During the Covid-19 quarantine, the parish began a weekly email
on Fridays with attachments of the weekly Bulletin and the
weekend’s scripture readings. We use it as well for updates on
news that may have occurred since the Bulletin’s Wednesday
printing, as well as poems and other inspirational messages.
We began by using all the email addresses we have on file. If
you don’t receive “The Blast” and would like to, please email
Erin at e.sim@saintalbertthegreat.org.

“I always start my dreams before I fall asleep, and then they just continue.”
While waiting for the bank deposit to be counted, I overheard a young girl
telling her mother: “Mommy, I always start my dreams before I fall asleep,
and then they just continue.” The mother, who was reading an article
about dreaming found in the St. Paul Pioneer Press, had asked her if she
started her dreams before she went to sleep. Sarah said to her mom: “I
always dream that Daddy will come home safely, and I know that God will
protect him all night long if I dream about him.”
Sarah, age seven, and her mother, Meg, lived in the “Frogtown” neighborhood of St. Paul where we share the same bank. It turned out that Sarah’s father was deployed to Afghanistan for the last eleven months and is
due to come home in September as the 20-year-old war comes to an end.
Given the sad facts that 2,312 American soldiers have been killed and
20,066 wounded, I wanted to dream and pray that Sarah’s father would
be safe and that the war would soon be over. When I mentioned “my
dream/prayer” to Sarah, she said: “O.K., Father, let’s dream tonight that
my Daddy will be safe. We could start to dream at 8:30 P.M. because
that’s when I get ready for bed.” I did not have the heart to tell her when I
normally go to bed, but I know that if I keep my promise to her, then God
will be busy all night long.
I was reminded of the French poet, Charles Peguy, and his poem entitled:
“God’s Dream.” After years of uneasy agnosticism, Peguy found his way
back to the Church and was comfortable letting God share dreams with
him. Prior to his death on September 5, 1914, during World War I, he
produced several books of poetry and philosophical essays. In his poem,
“God Speaks”, Peguy challenges the reader to let God speak:
“The Lord God said: I myself will dream a dream
within you. Good dreams come from me, you know.
My dreams seem impossible, not practical nor for
the cautious man or woman. My dreams are a little
risky sometimes, a trifle brash perhaps.”
Perhaps Sarah had not found ways to keep God’s dreams out of her life.
As brash as her belief seemed to be, her refreshing trust had the power to
stem the on-rush of nightmares and enter, gladly, the gift of sleep and
sweet dreams.
Our readings for the Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time could very
well prove to be invitations to both dreaming and praying. In Paul’s Letter
to the Ephesians (4:32-51), he prays: “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, and forgiving of one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.
Therefore, be imitators of God and live in love, as Christ loved us and
gave his life for us. Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.”
Paul was no dreamer when it came to his belief that we are capable of
“being kind, tenderhearted and forgiving of one another.” However, his
recurring nightmare came when people chose to be mean and disrespectful of one another. When members of the church, husbands or wives, no
longer respected each other, then the very heart of the Christian Community was jeopardized. For Paul, a prayerful community built upon love,
respect and forgiveness was his dream and his prayer.
The gospel reading from John (6:53,60-69) escalates into a “nightmare of
sorts” when several of Jesus’ followers begin to doubt his teaching about
the Eucharist. “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” Jesus is
aware of their skepticism and complaints, but, nonetheless, pursues a
course of action that pushes the disciples into two categories: those who
believe and accept the teaching even with their doubts, and those who
understand the teaching but can’t accept it. Prior to this teaching moment,
the regular disciples of Jesus were “hanging in there” despite the scandal-

ized crowds who thought Jesus must be joking about the cannibalistic
components of “eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of
Man.” During the controversy Jesus asked the twelve disciples: “Do you
also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered Jesus: “Lord to whom can
we go? You have the words of eternal life.”
In the final analysis, Jesus’ teaching about the Eucharist remains difficult
to understand and to accept. In exploring the revelation of Sacred Scripture, we must consider the cultural assumptions in which it was embedded. For the Jews of Jesus’ time, “eating human flesh and drinking human
blood” was abhorrent and an abomination. Taking the literal interpretation
of Jesus’ words would, indeed, be a “difficult teaching” and a genuine
point of confusion. No wonder “many of his disciples turned back, and no
longer went about with him.” Discovering our own biases and fears is
important as we examine the historical context of Jesus’ times, but I think
it fair to conclude that this teaching remains “difficult” and hard to understand, even if we were working on a metaphorical level of acceptance.
Jesus was no stranger to controversy and was used to skepticism. However, the confusion surrounding the “eating of his flesh and the drinking of
his blood” as a prerequisite for attaining eternal life was a showstopper for
many of his followers, both then and now. In retrospect, the followers of
Jesus did not a have a clue about the nature of the sacrifice of his “body
and blood” on the cross as a lasting sign of redemption and a living sign
of his presence among them. Remaining clueless about the institution of
the “Last Supper” as a meal that would create a sacramental presence of
Jesus’ “body and blood” within the community of believers, it would take
the post-resurrection community of the early church to reenact the sacrifice of the cross around the table (altar).
When we acknowledge Jesus as “the Bread that comes down from heaven,” all who gather around the table receive the invitation to be fed by
Jesus. Scandalized by what sounded like blasphemy and utter lunacy,
believers were asked to acknowledge that those who received the Eucharist would never hunger or thirst again. Even before the miraculous feeding of the multitudes prior to his teachings of the “I am the Bread of Life”
controversy, Jesus was aware of the doubts and self-serving motivations
of the crowds for more “bread and circus” rather than an understanding of
his eternal message. It continues to take genuine faith to move beyond
our own selfish pursuits of getting what we want immediately and to seek
the food that will not perish and leads to eternal life.
Jesus’ statement, “I am the Bread of Life”, is worth pursuing whether we
start our dreams before we fall asleep or wake up to the reality of Jesus’
presence among us. Like Sarah’s dream about her father’s safety, the
conscious reality of prayer allows us to fall asleep and wake up knowing
that our dreams are our prayers, and our prayers are our dreams. Morning or night, Jesus’ promise to be with us is a source of comfort and assurance as we await the end of wars, poverty, injustices, pandemics and
other nightmares that allow things to go bump in the night and scare the
wits out of us. I wish you good dreams and creative prayers.
As you fall asleep tonight, take some time to start your dreams about
peace and justice and continue to dream that all will be well. And. Oh yes,
don’t forget to include Sarah’s father and all our military personnel who
need prayer and remain in harm’s way.
Peace , Fr, Joe Gillespie, O.P.
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