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Since 1935, a welcoming, caring Catholic Community of Faith
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PARISH OFFICE:
2836 33rd Ave. S.
Minneapolis MN 55406
612-724-3643
FAX 612-722-9726
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org
Office staffed T, W and Th, as we are able.
We continue to offer three masses each
week to enable people to attend while
maintaining appropriate social distancing.
The Sunday 9:30 am mass continues to be
live streamed on our Facebook page. We
are also offering a Saturday 5:00 pm mass
and a Sunday 12:00 pm (noon) mass.

“...Be doers
of the Word,
not merely
hearers…”

Although state capacity restrictions have
been lifted and masks are not currently required, we encourage everyone to participate in ways that are safe and appropriate
for them. If you wish to maintain physical
distancing, the noon mass has the lightest
attendance. We are gradually returning
elements that have been missing during the
pandemic. We recently reinstated congregational singing and ushers and are working
towards the return of lectors and servers.
Fr. Joe, Fr. Jude and the staff hold you all in
our prayers, and ask that you pray for us
and for all the essential workers who are
striving to keep things running.
We support the quality, faith-based
K-8 education at
Risen Christ Catholic School
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis.
612-822-5329
Call the Parish Center
at 612-724-3643
to learn more about this
special ministry of sharing
God’s caring presence.

www.saintalbertthegreat.org

Say YES to
love and peace.
Amen! Alleluia!

Church of St. Albert the Great
This week at St. Albert’s

(masses and intentions are in BOLD type)
Saturday, August 28
5:00 pm mass John Linsmayer †

Minneapolis, MN
THE NEW NORMAL
* We will continue to offer three Masses each weekend for
as long as the Sunday noon mass remains popular/practical.
We also continue to livestream the 9:30 AM liturgy.
*

The general dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day
obligation has been lifted. The dispensation remains available to people at high risk of developing serious illness and
for people who care for such individuals. Anyone with symptoms or recent exposure to COVID-19 must still remain at
home for the safety of all.

*

Morning masses in the chapel have resumed at 8:15 am,
with the rosary at 8:00 am. As in the pre-pandemic past,
weekday masses will be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. The East door off the back parking lot will be open for
weekday masses, along with the elevator entrance.

Wednesday, September 1

*

Thursday, September 2
8:15 am mass — Arnold Nelson †
12:00 to 3:00 pm Potluck lunch, crafting and
conversation in the Social Hall

Use of the front center church doors continues to be encouraged for weekend masses, along with the elevator entrance.

*

There are no seating restrictions. Please respect the desires of those who wish to maintain some physical separation. Hand sanitizer will be available for the foreseeable
future.

*

Masks are no longer required although of course they are
still encouraged for the unvaccinated and anyone with precarious health. The CDC recommends that all people regardless of vaccination status wear masks indoors in counties
with substantial viral transmission, which currently includes
Hennepin County. We do have disposable masks available.

*

We invite you to join us in song. The hymnals are back in
the pews, and the hymn numbers are posted on the boards
up near the organ. To sing is to pray TWICE!

*

Give the Sign of Peace to those near you in ways others
appear comfortable with.

Sunday, August 29
9:30 am mass John Linsmayer †
10:30 Treats in front of church
12:00 pm mass
Monday, August 30
8:15 am James Otto †
Tuesday, August 31
8:15 am Dorothy Mercedes Rowe †
9:30 am Staff meeting
11:00 am Golf Tournament meeting

Friday, September 3
8:15 am mass Marie Nelson †
Saturday, September 4
5:00 pm mass John Countryman †
Sunday, September 5
9:30 am mass Joe, John & Helen Ziegler †
No Treats today
12:00 pm mass The Poor Claire Nuns of Sauk
Rapids †

In our prayers

We remember those who need healing, including
Roger Cole, John Hall, Ben Wilkie, Ron Mandery,
Bill Bowen, Dick Martin, Genevieve Strauss, Joan
Ellison, Curt Huovie, Tim Moore, Mark Henry, Jo
and Dennis Neal, John Syversion, Gretchen Cimaglio, and Joe Golish.
Please add a prayer for those who have died, and for
the hundreds of thousands around the world who are
victims of natural and man-made disasters.
Due to HIPAA privacy standards, hospitals and care
centers cannot notify us of your need for our prayers or visits unless you direct them to call.
If you or someone you know would like to be included in our prayers, or have the Sacrament of
the Sick, or communion brought to you, please let
the office know at 612-724-3643.
Call Fr. Joe at 612-245-3345 or Jim Curran at
612-483-1546 if you would like the Eucharist
brought safely to you at home.

Are you on the “Friday Blast” list?

During the Covid-19 quarantine, the parish began a weekly email
on Fridays with attachments of the weekly Bulletin and the
weekend’s scripture readings. We use it as well for updates on
news that may have occurred since the Bulletin’s Wednesday
printing, as well as poems and other inspirational messages.
We began by using all the email addresses we have on file. If
you don’t receive “The Blast” and would like to, please email
Erin at e.sim@saintalbertthegreat.org.
.

“Employees must wash hands before leaving the restroom.”
The father of the ten-year-old boy became concerned
when his son had not returned from using the bathroom in
the restaurant. Upon entering the bathroom the father was
thankful, but a bit puzzled, to see his son standing in front
of a sign while holding up his hands. “What are you doing?”
the father said. “I am waiting for an employee to wash my
hands.” While it might be mandatory that “Employees must
wash hands before leaving the restroom,” it isn’t necessary
that an employee wash the hands of customers attempting
to leave the restroom. Sometimes the letter of the law can
be a bit perplexing, especially when there is some confusion regarding its personal application.
The washing of hands, especially during this time of the
pandemic, provides a natural segue into the readings for
this Sunday. In the gospel of Mark, a group of Pharisees and
Scribes came down from Jerusalem to verify the miraculous
healings of Jesus. While they observed Jesus, they noticed
that His disciples “were eating with defiled hands, that is,
without washing them.” The legal beagles were sticklers
for ritual observances, demanding that all traditions be
followed. Wishing to trap Jesus in His lack of ritual observance, they asked, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled
hands?” Jesus wasted no time in calling them hypocrites,
(the Greek word used for those who hide behind masks)
and quoting the prophet Isaiah, said, “These people honor
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in
vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as human doctrines. You abandon the commandment of God and
hold to human tradition.” Jesus challenged the anointed
legal guardians and offered a critical distinction that would
polarize the old dietary and purity laws: “There is nothing
outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things
that come out are what defile.”
The reading from Deuteronomy does shed light on the rather obsessive adherence that the Israelites were told to
maintain in order to enter the Promised Land. Moses spoke
to the people, “So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes
and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe. You
must neither add to what I command you nor take away
anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord
your God with which I am charging you.” The differentiating factor for Jesus would be that everyone should observe
the Lord’s commandments and not confuse these with an
ever-growing plethora of human traditions. By the time
Jesus would appear on the scene, there were over six hundred observances and dietary restrictions that would clog
ordinary life. Jesus’ iconoclastic style was an invitation to
jettison those prescriptions that had nothing to do with the
original commandments. The Parable of the Good Samaritan would highlight the constricting behavior imposed upon
the temple priest and Levite who could not risk ritual impurity by helping a wounded person. For Jesus, compassion
would always trump the fear of ritual defilement.
Bridging the ritual controversies of both Deuteronomy and
the gospel of Mark is the practical and prickly Letter of St.
James. Regardless of true authorship, this epistle has a
universal quality about it that puts the spirit of the gospel
and the law of Hebraic scripture into some very wise pasto-

ral applications. The challenge for James is, “being doers
of-the-word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and
to keep oneself unstained by the word.”
Searching for a practical expression of religion without the
hypocrisy of “hearing the word but never being doers,”
James helps us to recognize the traditional corporal works
of mercy found in both the Old and New Testaments. Feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the imprisoned,
visiting the sick, sheltering the homeless and giving drink
to the thirsty become the priorities of Jesus’ teaching and
ministry. Practicing our Christianity demands that we never
wash our hands of caring for the most vulnerable “widows
and orphans” among us. The compassionate spirit of Jesus
invites the hearers to be doers, and the doers to actively
remove the humanly contrived obstacles that block authentic faith responses of justice, mercy and peace.
Being a follower of Jesus does not necessitate an obligation
to wash or not wash our hands; however, common sense
hygiene demands personal responsibility when it comes to
sharing space with others. I remember being invited to
take tea with an elderly widowed grandmother who was
caring for her four AIDS “orphaned” grandchildren in a
small Zulu village in South Africa. When asked if I wanted a
biscuit with my tea, she insisted that I wash my hands lest I
spread any germs to the grandchildren who were, at that
time, sitting on the dirt floor petting a dog with the
mange. Where she got the hand sanitizer, I don’t know.
However, when two of the children sat on my lap and politely shared their biscuits with me, I gladly accepted their
generosity. That was fifteen years ago, and I am still alive
and healthy.
I admit to washing my hands before leaving restrooms, and
I have never presumed that an employee would wash them
for me, but I know that many individuals seem to ignore
the basic protocols of health, even during this time of pandemic. While germs abound in the world and the current
Covid-19 Virus, the Delta strain included, create uncertainty, there are ways in which we must care for the health of
one another without adding excessive burdens or putting
one another in harm’s way. Whether I wash my hands or
not, I am thankful to be alive. I am not interested in washing my hands of people or of those who don’t agree with
me; however, I am willing to trust in the science of medicine and invite others to do the same. I often think of my
cup of tea and the shared biscuits in South Africa and a
willingness to experience the hand of God in the cleanest
and the dirtiest of places. Perhaps faith and compassion
will always prove to be the most antiseptic of all the rituals we need to observe.

Peace , Fr, Joe Gillespie, O.P.

Free Landscape Design
Consultation

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

YOUR
REALTY

(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384

612-710-7211
Info@arvoldlandscaping.com
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406

Proud to be family owned and operated
Our Proud Heritage • McDivitt-Hauge

Henry W. Anderson Mortuary

BUYING OR SELLING

3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com
BruceHendrickson.com

Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR
Professional Real Estate Services

Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones

www.yourrealty.org

5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

R E S T A U R A N T
MARKET AND DELI

612-721-6211

keith@memorylanesmpls.com

CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES

Authentic Mexican Cuisine

RandTCement@yahoo.com

Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

612-721-5291

Hugo

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

Sushi

Beer

STOP LIVING WITH
PROPERTY DAMAGE

Noodles

Saké

Call 651-269-5157
John Kieser
Public Claims Adjuster

Tempura

Wine

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011
www.floatingworldcafe.com

Kieser4@gmail.com

Parishioner
Real Estate Agent

Home Medical Equipment

• Family Eyecare
• Eye Injuries
• Optical, Designer Frames
• Treatment of Eye Disease
Evening Appointments Available

4323 E. Lake Street

722-1003

Riverlakeclinic.com

An Irishman on your home team.

(612) 385-4359

“A Campus for all Care Levels”

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

612-238-2702

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606
www.soderbergsflorist.com

3115 E 38TH STREET
MPLS MN 55406
612-722-9000 Main
Web: apamedical.com

Industrial Barber Shop

Call for a Free Product Catalog

Call for Appt.

Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed

612-702-6770

3916 E. Lake St.

Never Doubt Your Goodness!

(612) 724-5467

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

EAST
LAKE LIQUOR

*Kids eat free on Sundays*

$

1.00 OFF WITH AD
3352 Minnehaha Ave. S Mpls

612-729-5205
www.bigbellicecream.com

Contact Jim Byrne to
place an ad today!
jbyrne@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2596

“Thanks For Putting
Your Trust In Us.”
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