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Since 1935, a welcoming, caring Catholic Community of Faith  
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PARISH OFFICE: 
2836 33rd Ave. S. 
Minneapolis MN 55406 
 

612-724-3643 
FAX 612-722-9726 
Email: info@saintalbertthegreat.org 
 

Office staffed T, W and Th, as we are able. 
 
We continue to offer three masses each 
week to enable people to attend while main-
taining appropriate social distancing. The 
Sunday 9:30 am mass continues to be live 
streamed on our Facebook page. We are 
also offering a Saturday 5:00 pm mass and 
a Sunday 12:00 pm (noon) mass. 
 

Although state capacity restrictions have 
been lifted and masks are not currently re-
quired, we encourage everyone to partici-
pate in ways that are safe and appropriate 
for them. If you wish to maintain physical 
distancing, the noon mass has the lightest 
attendance. We are gradually returning 
elements that have been missing during the 
pandemic. We recently reinstated congre-
gational singing and ushers and are working 
towards the return of lectors and servers. 
 

Fr. Joe, Fr. Jude and the staff hold you all in 
our prayers, and ask that you pray for us 
and for all the essential workers who are 
striving to keep things running. 
 
 

We support the quality, faith-based 
K-8 education at 
Risen Christ Catholic School 
1120 E. 37th St. in Minneapolis. 
612-822-5329 

 
Call the Parish Center 

at 612-724-3643  
to learn more about this  

special ministry of sharing 
 God’s caring presence. 

 

 

Say YES to 
love and peace. 
Amen! Alleluia! 

www.saintalbertthegreat.org 

 
 

“Beloved: 
see what love God has 
bestowed on us that we 

may be called the  
children of God. 
And so we are.” 

1 John 3: 1-2 



 

 

Church of St. Albert the Great Minneapolis, MN 
This week at St. Albert’s 

(masses and intentions are in BOLD type) 
 

Saturday, December 25 
  10:00 am mass  Nancy Bielinski †  
    5:00 pm  vigil mass   For families in peril  
 
 

Sunday, December 26 — The Holy Family 
    9:30 am  mass   Shar Stoddard † 
   12:00 pm mass    Donald Kitzrow † 
 
 

Monday, December 27  
    8:15 am  In thanks for our money counting & data      
entry volunteers 
 
 

Tuesday, December 28 
    8:15 am   Victims of recent tornadoes  
    9:00 am  Staff meeting 
   11:00 am  Celebration of Life for Ben Wilkie 
                   (visitation at 10; luncheon follows funeral) 
 
 

Wednesday, December 29 
 
 

Thursday, December 30 
    8:15 am   Dennis Barta 
   12:00 pm  Crafts & conversation, Social Hall 
 
 

Friday, December 31 
    8:15 am   In thanks for Glenda Huston’s 17 years of 
service as she retires from St. Albert the Great    
    

Saturday, January 1 — New Year’s Day 
    5:00 pm  mass   Patrick Carter †  
 
 

Sunday, January 2 — Epiphany 
    9:30 am  mass   Mike Watowa † 
   12:00 pm mass    Michael Ester † 

 

* We will continue to offer three Masses each weekend 
for as long as the Sunday noon mass remains popular/
practical. We also continue to livestream the 9:30 AM 
liturgy.  

 

* The general dispensation from the Sunday and Holy 
Day obligation has been lifted. The dispensation re-
mains available to people at high risk of developing 
serious illness and for people who care for such indi-
viduals. Anyone with symptoms or recent exposure to 
COVID-19 must still remain at home for the safety of 
all. 

 

* Morning masses in the chapel have resumed at 8:15 
am, with the rosary at 8:00 am. As in the pre-
pandemic past, weekday masses will be Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday. The East door off the back 
parking lot will be open for weekday masses, along 
with the elevator entrance.  

 

* Use of the front center church doors continues to be 
encouraged for weekend masses, along with the eleva-
tor entrance.  

 

* There are no seating restrictions. Please respect the 
desires of those who wish to maintain some physical 
separation.  Hand sanitizer is available. The Sunday 12 
noon mass offers the most spaced seating. 
 

«   Masks are strongly encouraged for all people over the 
age of two. The CDC recommends that all people wear 
masks indoors in areas with high transmission rates of 
covid-19. Currently Hennepin County significantly ex-
ceeds the threshold for high transmission. Masks should 
cover both nose and mouth. We have disposable and 
cloth masks available near the entrance to the church. 

 

 

* We invite you to join us in song.   The hymnals are in 
the pews.  

 
 

* Give the Sign of Peace to those near you in ways oth-
ers appear comfortable with. 

 
 

Readings: week of December 26, 2021 
 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 
3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-
28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 
2:41-52  
 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 
20:1a, 2-8 
 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 
2:13-18 
 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 
[11a]/Lk 2:22-35 
 
Thursday:1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 
2:36-40 
 
Friday:  1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 
1:1-18 
 
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-
7/Lk 2:16-21  
 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
 

Please make sure to  
have any financial gifts  
you make to St. Albert’s  

(that you want to be able to 
claim on your 2021 taxes) 

to us by  
Friday, December 31, 2021. 

 
Thank you! 

 



 

 

The final line of one of e.e. cummings’ “little poems” car-
ries this beautiful image of one person carrying another’s 
heart within their own heart. The level of intimacy is 
unique, and the gift of love is forever understood. 
 

“here is the deepest secret nobody knows, 
here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud  

and the sky of the sky of a tree called life; 
which grows higher than soul can hope or mind can hide,  

and this is the wonder that is keeping the stars apart: 
i carry your heart (i carry it in my heart)” 

 
In the time of Jesus, the heart was viewed as the place 
where all emotions and thoughts were to be processed and 
understood. The ancient Hebrew was unaware of how 
blood circulated throughout the body and all the implica-
tions of its physiological functions, but emotional reactions 
were easily assessed and understood in the heart. One 
could have a cheerful heart or experience stubbornness by 
hardening one’s heart. In both the gospels of Luke and Mat-
thew, the heart was understood as the place where any-
thing valuable would be kept. “Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be.”  
 
In today’s gospel reading from St. Luke, Mary “treasured 
all these things in her heart.” The heart reference is con-
sistent, especially in the gospel of Luke, and would become 
a working metaphor for how individuals would reflect upon 
the religious mysteries of life. In this gospel passage, Mary 
and Joseph have been frantically looking for Jesus who was 
lost, and eventually found him teaching in the temple. 
Miffed by his disappearance, both Joseph and Mary were 
astonished by His behavior and Mary said to him: “Child, 
why have you treated us like this? You see that your father 
and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” Jesus 
said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my father’s house?”  Aside from the 
family squabble, the mysterious nature of Jesus’ divinity 
was slowly being revealed to both Joseph and Mary. The 
true understanding of Jesus as the Emmanuel (God with us) 
would be ongoing. It is comforting to know that, even with-
out the intervention of a family therapist or theologian, 
“Jesus went down with them and came to Nazareth and 
was obedient to them.” Luke concludes the passage by 
implying that both Joseph and Mary would treasure all 
these mysteries in their hearts. 
 
Today we are celebrating the Feast of The Holy Family, a 
feast that we celebrate on the Sunday after Christmas. 
There is nothing ancient about this feast since it was intro-
duced to the liturgical calendar by Pope Benedict XV in 
1921; however, the family events that comprise the early 
lives of Jesus, Mary and Joseph were drawn from the first 
century Canonical Scriptures. Stories of the birth of Jesus 
in Bethlehem, the presentation of Jesus in the temple for 
ritual circumcision, the flight into Egypt and the finding of 
Jesus in the temple generate a peek into the Holy Family’s 
day-to-day activities. The chronology of events is a bit hazy 
in the gospels of Luke and Matthew, but the non-canonical 
works of scripture, especially the Gospel of Thomas, offer 
a fanciful portrait of Jesus as a child. However, these 
apocryphal works, while imaginative and entertaining, do 
not pass muster in the world of biblical scholarship.  
 
The chaotic history of the relationship between Mary and 
Joseph around her mysterious pregnancy is portrayed only 

in the gospels of Luke and Matthew, and is often glossed 
over by theologians in favor of some idyllic couple that got 
married, had their baby, and lived in relative obscurity in 
Nazareth. Mary becomes the demur wife, no doubt dressed 
in blue, and Joseph becomes the dutiful carpenter who 
provides a living for the family. In many ways, the beauty 
of including the troubled pregnancy does give hope to the 
angel Gabriel’s words to Mary that “All things are possible 
with God.” When pointed out, this early crisis might pro-
vide genuine hope for non-married teenage mothers.  
 
When Pope John Paul II added the Luminous Mysteries to 
the rosary in 1982, we began to see the adult Jesus emerg-
ing from the Holy Family. As He is baptized by his cousin, 
John the Baptist, in the River Jordan we glimpse the begin-
nings of Jesus’ adult ministry. There would be other family 
events when Mary and Jesus would get into an exchange of 
opinions regarding the lack of wine at the wedding in Cana, 
or when Mary wanted to see Jesus and was told by Jesus, 
“Who is my mother or father or brothers or sisters?” What 
is most interesting psychologically, and which consistently 
threads its way through the four gospels, is the intimate 
role that Mary plays in Jesus’ life from birth to death. Mary 
continues to treasure all the mysteries of Jesus’ life in her 
heart while she shares the joyful, luminous, sorrowful, and 
glorious moments of her life with Jesus.  
 
The absence of any mention of Joseph beyond the early 
days in Nazareth provides room for speculation and conjec-
ture. I recently stared long at a beautiful stained-glass win-
dow depicting the death of Joseph, in which the artist has 
Mary and Jesus comforting him in his final hour. While 
there is no place in the gospels where this scene is veri-
fied, the reality of such an intimate Holy Family portrait 
would easily have family members caring for one another 
in moments of life as well as death. The depiction of Mary 
at the foot of the cross when Jesus is dying creates an ev-
erlasting image of Mary carrying the heart of her son Jesus 
in her sorrowful heart. 
 
Despite the frightening statistics of families plagued with 
dysfunctional relationships, the ideal of “The Holy Family” 
is worth pursuing. In Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he ex-
horts his listeners to “Clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness and patience. Bear with one 
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” 
 
What a beautiful “family plan” for happiness and for an 
opportunity to carry the hearts of one another into a world 
of peace, justice, and harmony. Finding ways to translate 
the ideal into the real becomes the ongoing challenge of 
the church and society. We desperately need the ideal of a 
Holy Family as a model place where all of us, like Jesus in 
Nazareth, “can increase in wisdom and in years, and in 
favor with God and human beings.” 
 

“and this is the wonder that’s keeping the stars apart 
I carry your heart (I carry it in my heart)” 

 
Peace and best wishes for a blessed New Year, 
Fr. Joe Gillespie, O.P. 

 

“i carry your heart (i carry it in my heart)” 
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CEMENT WORK OF ALL TYPES • FREE ESTIMATES
RandTCement@yahoo.com

Hugo 612-721-5291

EAST 
LAKE LIQUOR
3916 E. Lake St. 
(612) 724-5467

“A Campus for all Care Levels”

612-238-2702

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 9pm • Closed on Sunday

4000 E. Lake St. • 612-722-6888

R E S T A U R A N T

M A R K E T  A N D  D E L I

Free Landscape Design 
Consultation 
612-710-7211 

Info@arvoldlandscaping.com 
www.arvoldlandscaping.com

612-721-6211
keith@memorylanesmpls.com

 Sushi Beer  

 Tempura Wine  

 Noodles Saké 

2629 East Lake St. • 612-721-3011 
www.floatingworldcafe.com

800-447-1846 | 612-724-3606

www.soderbergsflorist.com

St. Albert Parishioners receive 30% discount on all in-store purchases 
A REAL Mpls neighborhood florist, you have been able to trust since 1924.

Parishioner 
Real Estate Agent

An Irishman on your home team.

(612) 385-4359

michaeltierney@edinarealty.com

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

DAVIES CHAPEL
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Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services
washburn-mcreavy .com

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

2301 Dupont Avenue S
612.377.2203

DAVIES CHAPEL NOKOMIS PARK CHAPEL
1838 E Minnehaha Parkway

612.721.1651
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Frank Bielinski
(612) 782-9168 
Julie Bielinski Janssen
(651) 491-1384
www.yourrealty.orgYO
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Whether starting a new tradition or keepin old ones
3640 23rd Ave South • 612-729-2331

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services
Funerals • Cremation • PrePlansm • Grief Resource Service

3131 Minnehaha Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 724-3621• Visit our website: www.bradshawfuneral.com

Proud to be family owned and operated 
Our Proud Heritage  •  McDivitt-Hauge

BUYING OR SELLING
Bruce A. Hendrickson, CRS, CBR 

Professional Real Estate Services

5318 Lyndale Ave. So.

Dir: 612.821.4215 • Cell:612.750.2136 
brucehendrickson@edinarealty.com 

BruceHendrickson.com

*Kids eat free on Sundays*

“Thanks For Putting 
Your Trust In Us.”

612-721-3303

3232 E. Lake St.

Industrial Barber Shop

Call for Appt. 

612-702-6770
Never Doubt Your Goodness!

• Family Eyecare 
• Eye Injuries 
• Optical, Designer Frames 
• Treatment of Eye Disease

Evening Appointments Available

4323 E. Lake Street
722-1003    Riverlakeclinic.com

Contact Jim Byrne to 
place an ad today! 

jbyrne@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2596

Home Medical Equipment

3115 E 38TH STREET  
MPLS MN 55406 

612-722-9000 Main 
Web: apamedical.com

Hiring Customer Service  
& Mobility Repair Techs 
APPLY ONLINE

Ramps, Lift chairs, Home Delivery  
Incontinence, Safety Bars Installed


