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Welcome to the Co-Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist

A WITNESS OF BELONGING
Dear Easter People:
During these COVID-19 days I have been privileged to speak with several medical professionals and frontline
health workers as they take serious precautions in order to serve and care for people. We live in a city with such
medical excellence, but at this time we also need to be aware of their ways to reach out to people with the risk of
being vulnerable and available.
I have some of their experience in hearing confessions and anointing people with a need at this time. Today,
Tuesday, I will have a service at the cemetery for one of our parishioners. Ten people paying attention to physical
distancing and missing a Funeral Mass and way to be embraced by the community of family and friends. We all
have our own stories and way to be serious about the steps that require us to be responsible and respectful of
one another. I offer the following interview from Doctor Francesco Rotatori as he cares for people in Staten
Island, N.Y.
“The most gratifying part of my work has always been seeing
people healed. I take care of them, and they heal. Now it’s
not like that. Almost all of them die. Many come from
nursing homes. Eighty percent of those who are intubated
die. We are living what you have already seen in Italy. Those
who do get through it maybe would have survived anyway.
Tonight, I saw five people pass away. One was a woman to
whom I had promised that everything would go well.”
Francesco Rotatori, from Fano, married with four children, is
an interventional cardiologist at Richmond University
Medical Center in Staten Island, New York. Today, the
world’s attention has moved from Lombardy to the Big
Apple where, as some have said, because of the number of
victims, every day is a new “September 11.”
His daily bread up until the pandemic were angioplasties and
acute heart attacks. Now that his hospital has been converted
for the care of Covid patients, he spends day and night in the
department in front of this emergency.
We reach him at the end of his round tonight. And his story is
one with the story of these days: “I arrived in the United
States in 2005, and I had a unique path. Unlike many of my
Italian colleagues, who landed at prestigious hospitals or
universities, I did not have a brilliant academic career. At
least it seemed so to me. And often I asked myself what I was
doing here in America. What was I doing here in Staten
Island?”
How did you respond?
In a moment like this, you understand what you are here to
do in the world. In 2001, I saw my mother die from a tumor
on her lung. I was with her moment by moment, even on the
night she passed away. Now I am reliving that moment every
day. I see the last breaths of these people. I have a strong
feeling of anger. But I am also sensing a call. A task.
In what sense?
That maybe I am the right person in the right place. That I
was not put here by chance. I don’t know. Some of my
colleagues have pulled back. I am here. Even if tonight I
could have just stayed home.

Why do you stay?
Last night I came across a young doctor finishing his rounds.
His eyes were tired and he looked upset. It is not easy to see
so many people die, but for him it was a trauma. I told him:
“I am going to stay here tonight so that we can be together
when one of the patients dies.” I feel called to be near people
in their suffering. Near to the patients but also to the young
doctors.
What helps you?
I find myself with a positivity that I do not give myself. I
don’t know, maybe it is the education I received from my
family and my faith. But I see that this attitude breaks
through everyone. And here there are people from every
nationality and religion. It is as if this position is what
everyone, or almost everyone, desires deep down.
What are you noticing?
The hospital has seventeen beds for intensive care. The city
of New York asked us to have seventy beds available. And
we only have one intensive care doctor. So we have had to
reinvent everything. And I see that, when I propose
something, people follow me. I may not have had the
authority to do it, but when I proposed that they put up a
plexiglass wall, the administration provided the material. It’s
kind of embarrassing. But that’s how it happens.
Why do you think that is?
We see that the majority of the patients die. Our strength
seems useless. Why is it worth it to give everything anyway?
And I answered this question: because in my life I have seen
that starting from a positive hypothesis makes things more
intelligent and effective. And the culture here in America
appreciates this.
And where do you see the positive in the situation you are
in? Who or what do you look at so that this positivity is
not just an idea?
I think of my wife. I think of the fact that I am loved. And an
interior peace comes out of me that is mysterious. It is not
wishful thinking, because that would not last in front of what
I am seeing.
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If the medicine can do little or
nothing, what can a doctor do?
There was a Covid patient who also had
Parkinson’s and who asked me for a
glass of water. He had it in his head that
he wanted to drink it by himself. But his
hand shook and he couldn’t do it. He
refused to be helped. I said to myself: “I
have other things to do…”. Then I
thought: “But I might be the last person
he sees.” So I stood on one side and,
without him seeing, with a finger I
moved the glass in the right direction. It
took us ten minutes. From the medical
point of view, those were ten minutes
lost. Nothing that could have given him
any hope of surviving. But, in those ten
minutes, I was loving him.

What amazes you?
There was a young patient who, because
of a lack of oxygen, as often happens,
was hallucinating and tried to take off
his mask. If you get distracted and the
patient takes off the mask, he risks dying
in just a few minutes. Two of these girls,
for an entire hour, held, caressed, and
massaged the hands of that young man. I
know the stories of these young women.
And a gesture like that moved me. The
fact of not being alone is fundamental.
Whether in the relationship with the
patient or among each other as
colleagues. And it is always more
evident to me that it is not a question of
where one comes from culturally or
religiously. It is something that belongs
to man.

And at the hospital, who is helping you
to maintain this position?
It is very strange. Staten Island is an area
where the society is similar to Desperate
Housewives or Jersey Shore. Difficult
situations. It is the area with the highest
rate of opioid abuse. And so many
people who work in hospitals come from
here. In particular, some of the
employees at my clinic amaze me,
because, hearing me talk about those first
days of the emergency, they offered
themselves voluntarily. Now they work
with me with the Covid patients. They
are young people who let themselves be
fascinated by my enthusiasm. But now I
am the one who is amazed by them.

How do you understand this?
The other day the chaplain of the
hospital went on the public service
microphone and said: “Let us unite
ourselves in prayer in this difficult
moment. Each person, to his or her own
God, pray that God may help and
accompany us.” Next to me there were a
Chinese and an Iranian colleague. An
absolute silence fell in that department. It
was clear that all of us had the need to
look at something bigger than death. The
fact that everyone can go to that level
makes me understand that the response
of Jesus is not just something good for
me or for my friends. It is a response for
the heart of everyone.
By Luca Fiore
Translation Courtesy of Matthew Henry

Together, let us be prayerfully mindful of all our medical personnel as they
take steps to re-open, but with high level precautions as they respect the
dignity of each person. We are studying the necessary steps to re-open the
Church and the process is very demanding which leads us to recognize that
this step will be way down the road and not in the immediate future. The
risk is high with community gatherings and I am not comfortable moving in
this direction too early as I would prefer to faulter on the side of caution.
Mary the Mother of Jesus, protect us,
Father Jerry Mahon
Rector

CO-CATHEDRAL OF
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
11 4th Ave. SW - Rochester, MN 55902
507-288-7372 Parish Center
507-288-7373 Fax

www.sj.org
StJohn@sj.org
Most Reverend John M. Quinn
Bishop of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester
The Co-Cathedral is open for private
prayer from 8:00am-5:30pm Monday thru
Friday, from 3:00-6:00pm on Saturdays,
and from 10:30am-1:00pm on Sundays.
Please follow the guidelines set by the
CDC for social distancing and hand
washing.
All public Masses including daily Mass and
weekend Masses and all regularly
scheduled Confession times have been
suspended until further notice.
NEW PARISHIONERS
We welcome and invite all new parishioners. Pick
up a registration form from the Parish Center or
fill one out our web page www.sj.org.

PARISH STAFF
Rector, Rev. Msgr. Gerald A. Mahon
Ext. 4504 - Email: gmahon@sj.org
Deacon, Rev. Mr. Gerald Freetly
Administrator, Margaret Kelsey
Ext. 4506 - Email: mkelsey@sj.org
Social Action, Mary Vlazny
Ext. 4511 - Email: mvlazny@sj.org
Accounting, Debbie Thompson
Ext. 4502 - Email: dthompson@sj.org
RCIA, Adults, Philip Lomneth
Ext. 4510 - Email: plomneth@sj.org
Faith Formation, Maggie DeStazio
Ext. 4501 Email: mdestazio@sj.org
Confirmation/Baptism, Megan Rodriguez
Ext. 4518 - Email: mrodriguez@sj.org
Liturgy & Music, Sebastian Modarelli,
Ext. 4508 - Email: smodarelli@sj.org
Bulletin Editor, Marriage Prep, Cindy Paz
Ext. 4505 - Email: cpaz@sj.org
Facility Manager, Mike Gehring
Ext. 4509 - Email: mgehring@sj.org
Receptionists, Susie Foley, Kim Beery
Ext. 4500 - sfoley@sj.org; kbeery@sj.org
Trustees, George Libera and Mary Kos
St. John School. . . . . . . . . .(507) 282-5248
Calvary Cemetery. . . . . . . . .(507) 273-0140
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CO-CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
SUNDAY LIVE STREAMED MASS FROM THE CO-CATHEDRAL

Join us for Sunday Mass at 9:30am through a live facebook stream that can be found at: https://www.facebook.com/
cocathedralofstjohn/. You can also watch the Mass later on YouTube here: https://tinyurl.com/vl829ym.
When we are unable to receive Holy Communion physically, the Church urges us to consider a “spiritual communion.”
Inviting Jesus into our heart and soul is part of our tradition. We look forward to “seeing” you on Sunday!

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You.

CHURCH HOURS
Our church remains open for private prayer and reflection Monday thru Friday 8:00am-5:30pm, Saturdays 3:006:00pm and Sundays 10:30am-1:00pm.
Our Parish Center is currently closed to walk-in traffic, but our staff remains available to minister to the needs of
our community. Please call 507-288-7372 or email stjohn@sj.org and we will respond to your message.

DID YOU KNOW?
St. John's has a handful of adult Bible studies going on, and you're more than welcome to join! Join via video or
phone to reflect on Scripture and learn more about the Bible. If you're interested in any of the studies below,
please contact Philip at pLomneth@sj.org!
Tuesday 10am Bible Study: Topical (right now looking at the Deuterocanonical books, soon to learn about Islam
and the Church's interactions with this faith)
Saturday 4:30pm: Reading and reflecting on the Sunday Scriptures
1st and 3rd Sundays 11am: Reading and reflecting on the Sunday Gospel (focus for people unfamiliar with
Scripture or the Church)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Vacation Bible School will take on a new look this summer! We will not gather on June 22-25 as originally planned
but will still offer VBS-like opportunities throughout the summer. This will include some virtual ways to connect
and share the love of God with our children and materials to allow participation at home. As we continue to learn
what people's needs are and how to keep everyone safe, we will keep you updated on plans and ways to be
involved! Please contact Megan Rodriguez at mrodriguez@sj.org with questions, ideas, and if you want to help out
with our new plans.

EARTH DAY AT 50—LAUDATO SI AT 5

An Urgent Call to Action on behalf of our common home and all its inhabitants. We are reminded in our Eucharistic
Prayer, “You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all creation rightly gives you praise, for through your Son our Lord Jesus
Christ, you give life to all things and make them holy…”

“I renew my urgent call to respond to the ecological crisis, the cry of
the Earth and the cry of the poor cannot continue. Let's take care of
creation, a gift of our good Creator God.” ~Pope Francis, in his
video message encouraging participation in Laudato Si’ Week.
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CO-CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES OR ELECTRONIC GIVING

To keep the much-needed donation consistency for the operation of our
Church, please consider mailing in your weekly envelopes or signing up for
the convenience of Electronic Giving. It’s easy and it’s free. Simply go to our
website, sj.org and click on Contribute. From there you will create a sign in
and password. At this time, the funds that are available for electronic
donation are: General Fund, Building Fund, St. John Charity Fund, St. John
Outreach Fund, and St. Vincent DePaul Fund. Donations can be accepted
from a checking/savings account or a major credit card. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Debbie Thompson at (507) 288-7372
x4502 or dthompson@sj.org.

Readings for the week
of May 17, 2020
Sunday, May 17

Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1
Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12

Monday, May 18

Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16
[1ab]/Jn 14:21-26

Tuesday, May 19

Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab,
21 [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday, May 20

Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5
[cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8

Thursday, May 21

BREAD BAKERS

Parishioners Peggy and Ed Creagan share a photo of their
bread as they show us that not only First Eucharist
families have been baking during the pandemic. It looks
beautiful AND delicious!

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 56, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17

Friday, May 22

Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12
[10a]/Jn 15:12-17

Saturday, May 23

Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 [2a]/Jn
15:18-21

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

Next Sunday, May 24

On this sixth Sunday of Easter, our readings remind us that God must come
first in our lives, and that love of God shows itself in concrete actions — this
is precisely why the stewardship way of life is so necessary.
Our second reading, from St. Peter challenges us to, “Sanctify Christ as Lord
in your hearts.” In other words, we are to put Christ first above all else in our
lives. His role is not merely as Savior of our lives, as significant as that role is
— He is to be “Lord” of our lives as well. As His disciples, we are called to
make Him ruler of all aspects of our lives — our time, talents and treasure.
The beauty of the stewardship way of life is that it offers us a concrete
means to show that Christ truly is Lord of our lives, to “prove” our love, in a
manner of speaking, because true love is not mere sentiment. “Whoever has
my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me,” Jesus tells
us in our Gospel passage from John.

True love is an act of the will. It requires obedience to all of God’s
commandments. This requires courage, humility and deep trust in Him.
But the rewards of this kind of love are indescribably wonderful. Christ tells
us Himself, “Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
him and reveal myself to him.”
Could there be anything more satisfying to live in such a way that the God of
the universe is pleased to reveal more and more of Himself to us?
Catholic Stewardship Consultants

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7,
16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21
©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 16
People of the Parish
Sunday, May 17
Loretta Lupo†
Kristi Mari Kaiya
In reparations for our sins
Monday, May 18
Thomas McDonald, M.D. †
Tuesday, May 19
William J. and Jeanne E.
Holmes †
Wednesday, May 20
Sr. Mary Emily Kenkel
Thursday, May 21
Chris Landon †
Char Peterson †
Friday, May 22
Waldemar Kapusniak †

REST IN PEACE
John H. Hanlon
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Cemetery Directory Coming Soon

Fresh flowers and plants are allowed throughout the
year. Flowers planted in vases and urns, on
approved pronged stands only, are also allowed. The
vases and urns are the responsibility of the lot
owner. The vases and urns shall be removed when
not planted.
Artificial flowers are allowed in vases and urns that
are on approved pronged stands only. Time and
weather worn artificial flowers shall be removed and
replaced by lot owner or will be removed by
cemetery staff.
Ground level artificial flowers and decorations are
allowed from May 16th to June 15th and will be
removed by cemetery staff after that period. Planting
of flowers, trees, shrubs or bushes of any kind is not
allowed.
The placing of boxes, toys, stuffed animals, metal
designs; chairs, wind socks, lawn edging, gravel,
shells, hats, crushed rock, solar powered lights and
similar articles upon lots are not permitted.

Calvary Cemetery is pleased to announce a directory
is being installed near the maintenance building to
assist in locating family and friends interned within our
13-acre setting. A special thanks to the Knights of
Columbus for the donation to make this project
possible. When finished we will have a covered
accessible space with a structure to hold a directory
booklet, a printed and laminated directory booklet,
new signage and a map of the cemetery. Our goal
was to be completed for Memorial Day, but the
current situation has caused some delays.
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Board Of Directors
The affairs of Calvary Cemetery Rochester are
administered by a Board of Directors with
representation from each of the Catholic parishes in
Rochester.
Therese Moore - Co-Cathedral of St John’s
J.R. Miller - Resurrection
Rosemary Bengal – Secretary - St Francis
Dennis Laudon - St Pius X
Gary Niichels - President-Pax Christi
Janice Ableitner - Holy Spirit
Msgr. Gerald Mahon - Pastoral Councilor

Monument Cleaning

Why Choose A Catholic Cemetery?
First and foremost, Catholic cemeteries are a vital
part of our Church’s heritage of caring for and burying
the bodies of the dead in blessed ground — one of
the corporal works of mercy. Since our cemeteries
are an extension of the ministry provided in your
parish community, our Catholic cemetery is a
gathering place of remembrance, consolation and
communal support. Religious symbols, which are
expressive of our heritage of faith, are seen
throughout our cemetery. A caring staff dedicated to
the mission of serving God’s people tends the
grounds and office. Choosing a Catholic cemetery as
a final resting place is a statement of your belief that,
even in death, the people of God await the
resurrection of the body and everlasting life. Your
Catholic cemetery gives you a place where your
loved ones can come to remember you and all
generations past and future.
Copied with permission from Resurrection Cemetery

Permanent Care at Calvary includes mowing and
trimming and general care of the grounds. Cleaning
and repair of monuments and markers are the
responsibility of the lot owners. To clean a family
monument always check out the stability of the stone
first to make certain it is a candidate for washing.
Ask yourself why and if washing is really necessary.
Use only soft bristle brushes, if you wouldn’t use it
on your face, don’t think about using it on a stone.
Often water, a soft brush and a wooden popsicle
stick (for scrubbing), is all that is needed. If a
chemical cleaner is needed, consult a stone
conservator, who will match the soiling with the right
cleaner.
Sand blasting, regardless of the grit or the pressure
is far too extreme and will irreparably damage the
stone. High pressure water can also cause spalling
(spalling is to break off chips, scales, or slabs) of the
stone. The use of bleach will stain and cause
spalling of the stone as chlorides attempt to
resurface. Acid cleaning etches marble, resulting in a
distinctive, glossy surface and should never be used
on historic stones. Never attempt to clean a stone
that is spalling, flaking, delaminating (delaminating is
a separation into layers) or otherwise damaged.
Consult a conservator instead. If you would like the
staff at Calvary to perform the cleaning for you
please contact us for an estimate of cost.

Contact Us By
Phone: (507) 273-0140
E-mail: calvarydirector@gmail.com
Mail:
1700 North Broadway, suite 154
Rochester, MN 55906

Mike Busch

MACKEN
FUNERAL HOME
Since 1909 282-1075

507-281-1210

www.mikebusch.org
Parishioner for 35 Years

Adamson

Throndson Oil & LP Gas Co.
THE QUALITY PEOPLE OF ROCHESTER
L.P. Gas & Tanks & Diesel & Heating Oils
Kerosenes & Solvents | Gasoline & Lube Oils
RELIABLE
Rochester 289-2519 Byron 775-2246

Hyundai • Lincoln • Dodge
Chrysler • Jeep • Ram

www.adamsonmotors.com
289-4004
4800 Highway 52 N

for Safety, Savings, Service & Honesty
Agricultural•Commercial•Industrial•Recreational•Residential

Residential • Commercial • Sales & Service

289-0124 • 24 Hour Service Available

3 OFF any Signature Cake or Pie

$

James M. Gores D.D.S.
Margaret S. Scott D.D.S.
Lucy M. Meyer, D.D.S.
Aimee C. Sims, D.M.D.
New Patients Always Welcome
24 West Silver Lake Dr.

(excludes Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

282-8222

Plu# 28 11/30/20

3780 Marketplace Dr Nw
2650 S Broadway Ave, Apache Mall

Office • Retail • Warehouse Space
Property Management
Tom Fitzgerald
(507) 282-8700

WENDLAND UTZ

RESTOVICH BRAUN & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

Simplify your financial life.

117 E. Center St., Rochester • 288-4840

(507) 289-3601

George F. Restovich – 1946-2008
Anna Restovich Braun- Parishioner
Thomas R. Braun, Parishioner

Attorneys at Law
21 First St. SW, Suite 300
Tel: (507) 288-5440 • Utz@wendlaw.com

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President,
Financial Advisor

3000 43rd Street NW • Rochester

(507) 287-8320

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.

www.Apollodentalcenter.com

BRUCE FUJAN

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Mark E. Utz – Parishioner, 3rd Generation

Praska Orthodontics
Charles E. Praska D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Orthodontics TMJ Orthopedics
15 7th Ave NW • 288-8844
www.praskaorthodontics.com

SCHMITT Automotive Repair

ASHLEY’S
Visit our showroom at
3021 43rd St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901
31 Years of Experience
Trendy, Unique Gifts

2950 41st St. N.W.

252-5000

Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured
• Free Estimates • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

Open year round

Your Complete Skating, Dance & Gymnastic Store

Downtown DQ

Full Service Auto Repair
In Downtown Rochester

Lower level Marriott Hotel

Alignments, Tires, Brakes, Oil Changes & More!

507-281-5194 • bruce@brucefujan.com • www.brucefujan.com

Quality Monuments Since 1870

507.282.7502

$150 OFF

any memorial purchase of $1,000 or more

AndersonMemorialsInc.com

Exp 12-31-2020 applies to new orders made in 2020
Other Restrictions may apply. See store for details.

Good for 1 Small Cone

507-288-2696 • schmittautomotiverepair.com

Scott & Ginger Knapp, Owners/Parishioners

Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

Ranfranz & Vine
Funeral Homes

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318
1-800-201-2392 • VOICEMAIL #206

Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th Street N.W.
5421 Royal Place N.W.

289-3600

with $5 Purchase

Ahlstrom Plumbing
507-285-1710
Residential • Remodeling
Boilers • Water Heaters
Softeners • In-Floor Heat

Anthony Shirek

Heating, Air Conditioning

1712 3rd Ave. SE
Roofing & Service Since 1902
Rochester, MN 55904

507.280.4201
www.whvr.com

Ted W. Smith • 507-252-4640
3228 6th Ave NE #A Rochester, MN 55906

ted@twsagency.com • www.twsagency.com

www.ellingsongrp.com

(507) 258-4640
Home of the Authentic NY Style Pizza
Voted #1 Best Pizza in Rochester
Pick Up & Frozen Meals
Available

100% confidential.
June 5-7, 2020
Help For Your Marriage

$5.00 OFF $25 Spent
With coupon. Expires 6/17/20

info@tcr-mn.org 800-470-2230 www.tcr-mn.org

507.424.7800 |

Rochester’s Marketing, Print, Mail
Resource with Measurable Results
507-282-6112 | www.allegrarochestermn.com

Now Enrolling
Preschool - Grade 12
rcsmn.org/admissions

| www.PNPizza.com

Minnesota

507-424-1817

SURETY WATERPROOFING CO.
SINCE 1946
Complete Masonry Restoration
Tuckpointing, Caulking, Cleaning
& Chimney Repair

Monte Gunderson
Parishioner

CatholicMatch.com/MN

(507) 289-9142

Your Prime Source for Plans
That Work with Medicare

Mike Salscheider, RHU, CLU
2048 Superior Dr NW, Suite 100
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 280-8232
msalt@pthealth.com
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