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Welcome to  
Co-Cathedral of  

St. John the Evangelist 
 

Our parishioners, the parish staff and 
I, as rector, hope that your visit to 
our church will be a prayerful time 
while at the Mayo Clinic or while you 
are visiting our city for any other 
reason. We encourage you to 
consider Co-Cathedral of the St. John 
the Evangelist as your church away 
from home. If we may serve you with 
any of your needs please do not 
hesitate to contact us at the Parish 
Center. 
 
The Co-Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist Community is committed 
to proclaiming the Good News of 
Jesus Christ as we partner with the 
city and our neighbor, the Mayo 
Clinic. If you have recently moved to 
our city and desire to join the parish 
community, please find a form on 
our web page and register as a 
member. Together we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will lead us in being a 
welcoming Catholic community. 

 
Fr. Jerry Mahon 

Rector 

Welcome to the Co-Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

A WITNESS OF BELONGING 

Dear Companions in the Spirit of Jesus: 
 
Come Holy Spirit and fill the hearts of the faithful --- we all ask for a renewed 
awareness and presence of the Spirit in our hearts and minds, but especially in 
this time of searching for meaning and recognizing our powerlessness in the face 
of the Pandemic.  Please know we are studying all of the factors and demands 
that we must meet to re-open the Church, but it will take time as we must be 
totally prepared and not put anyone at risk.  In the meantime we are called upon 
to become aware of the presence of Christ in all the ways of our lives and you 
are doing so well with this challenge before us on a daily basis. 
 
During this time I have posed the question for you:  “What saves us from 
nothingness?”  As a community we need not fear questions, even those that grip 
and disquiet us, wound and shake us.  Much of this reflection is taken from the 
Spanish priest, Father Julián Carrón and the Italian priest, Father Luigi 
Giussani.  The focus is on the question of being rescued from our nothingness 
and we are invited to wrestle with all those questions that we face every day in 
light of our circumstances. 
 

“If we speak about nothingness, it is because the existence of 
contemporary women and men–that is, our personal and social 
existence–in an increasingly clear and forceful way, without particular 
proclamations or clamor, and yet not without visible effects, appears 
marked by nihilism. We are not alluding to a cultural current, but to an 
existential situation. We want to look at the essential features of this 
situation, not for the sake of merely analyzing or describing it, but with 
the passion of those who desire to discover a road that enables the life of 
each of us to move toward fulfillment, in the circumstances given, 
whatever they may be.” 

 
It is always a joy for me to receive honest reflections from young people as they 
are able to articulate their longing in such a true way and it nourishes my soul 
and helps me to not be afraid of my nothingness.  Please find this reflection from 
a young high school student who became aware of herself, stopping to reflect:  
 

“During the first week of quarantine, I believe I experienced like many 
others moments of great dejection. I was terrorized by the idea of 
staying cooped up in my house, not seeing my friends and my boyfriend 
or not being able to go out freely. Then, however, I made a series of calls 
that encouraged me, in particular, a conversation with a friend who, 
when I said, ‘I’m ok, but not too much,’ wanted to dig deeper. Speaking 
with him, I realized that for a long time I had not asked myself questions; 
I just let everything slide by, a bit out of fear, a bit because I didn’t want 
to reach uncomfortable conclusions.  I realized how stupid it was not to 
ask myself questions, if in any case I wasn’t happy. So I began to ask 
myself what truly frightened me, and I realized that what made me the 
most anxious was silence, because it makes me think; it puts me in front 
of my questions. The first reason I’m scared to ask myself questions is 
the fact that I’m afraid I don’t have answers. This explains why I try so 
hard to avoid the inevitable silence that assails me before I go to sleep. 
In order to avoid being overwhelmed and facing myself, I do everything I 
can so my mind is invaded by thoughts of every kind, until sleep takes 
over. I’m worried about the answers to certain questions; I fear they’ll 
force me to deal with parts of myself I don’t want to know, or make me 
undertake a difficult journey. As my friend said, I prefer to live in a 
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bubble made up of smiles and laughs, moments of despondency and 
sadness, all extremely devitalized and made opaque. I live in a carnival 
ride of emotions that bring me high one day, and dump me into the 
darkest despondency the next. I feel exalted while I experience that 
emotion, then set it all aside in the drawer of ‘beautiful experiences.’ But 
I realize that this is not enough for me. I want much more. I want 
something that must necessarily be great, because, as Kierkegaard said, 
‘nothing finite, not even the whole world, can satisfy the human soul that 
feels the need for the eternal’.”  

 
We all desire that which is great, but greatness always needs to be purified as 
anyone of us can be lost as we measure greatness, but the truth of the Spirit leads 
us beyond our smallness and opens our heart for surprises and leads us on a road 
for fulfillment which is something that lasts.  However, the surprise is also 
focused on all that remains with our pain as we must go through it with Christ: 
 

“In front of our incapacity to find a solution for our malaise, that is, the 
problem of the nothingness that corrodes our days, we can decide to 
ignore it, removing it. But–surprise, surprise–the pain remains. And 
how! The heart’s inquietude can be covered but not suppressed; the 
dissatisfaction can be hidden but not eliminated. In the final analysis, 
there is something in us that cannot be silenced. In spite of the masks we 
wear and our efforts to pretend nothing is wrong, forcing ourselves to 
move forward, we are sad and everything is like a millstone that crushes 
us. Out of sight, out of mind just doesn’t work! The pain remains. Why? 
Because there is something inside us that lasts and holds out.  

 
During these days there is a cry in us like that of Bartimaeus as he knew a 
Presence and was not afraid to cry out:  “Jesus, have pity on me!”: 
 

“There is a name for making space in ourselves for this Presence. What is 
it? Silence. “Silence […] is not nothingness. Silence is a prayer. It is the 
awareness of being in front of God. […] It is an entreaty, a prayer.”  We 
waste too much time talking about things of no value, and we fail to offer 
each other help for living.  In front of those who tell us, in the various 
ways in which distraction can be increased, “Don’t cry out! Don’t cry out! 
Don’t cry out!”, we can be like Bartimaeus, who yelled even louder, 
“Jesus, have pity on me!” If we have even a tiny bit of love for ourselves, 
this cry fills our silence. In the inevitable drama of living, we do not have 
to censure or succumb to our vulnerability and powerlessness, because 
there is a Presence who embraces us, who embraces all our confused 
and restless humanity, who leans down over us and our wounds, and 
asks us, “What do you want Me to do for you?”.  

 
In the midst of all of our searching and longing as we face a very different reality 
and a very different way of living we are invited in the midst of our poverty to 
hear Jesus say to us:  “What do you want Me to do for you?” 
 
Father Jerry Mahon 
Rector 
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The Co-Cathedral is open for private 
prayer from 8:00am-5:30pm Monday thru 
Friday, from 3:00-6:00pm on Saturdays, 
and from 10:30am-1:00pm on Sundays.   
Please follow the guidelines set by the 
CDC for social distancing and hand 
washing. 
All public Masses including daily Mass and 
weekend Masses and all regularly 
scheduled Confession times have been 
suspended until further notice. 
  
NEW PARISHIONERS 

We welcome and invite all new parishioners. Pick 
up a registration form from the Parish Center or 
fill one out our web page www.sj.org. 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rector, Rev. Msgr. Gerald A. Mahon 
 Ext. 4504  - Email: gmahon@sj.org 
Deacon, Rev. Mr. Gerald Freetly 
Administrator, Margaret Kelsey 
 Ext. 4506 - Email: mkelsey@sj.org 
Social Action, Mary Vlazny 
   Ext. 4511 - Email:  mvlazny@sj.org 
Accounting, Debbie Thompson 
 Ext. 4502 - Email: dthompson@sj.org 
RCIA, Adults, Philip Lomneth 
 Ext. 4510  - Email:  plomneth@sj.org 
Faith Formation, Maggie DeStazio  
 Ext. 4501 Email: mdestazio@sj.org 
 Confirmation/Baptism, Megan Rodriguez 
 Ext. 4518 - Email:  mrodriguez@sj.org 
Liturgy & Music,  Sebastian Modarelli, 
   Ext. 4508 - Email:  smodarelli@sj.org  
Bulletin Editor, Marriage Prep, Cindy Paz 
    Ext. 4505 - Email:  cpaz@sj.org 
Facility Manager,  Mike Gehring 
   Ext. 4509 - Email:  mgehring@sj.org 
Receptionists, Susie Foley, Kim Beery 
   Ext. 4500 - sfoley@sj.org; kbeery@sj.org 
Trustees, George Libera and Mary Kos 
St. John School. . . . . . . . . .(507) 282-5248 
Calvary Cemetery. . . . . . . . .(507) 273-0140 
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SUNDAY LIVE STREAMED MASS FROM THE CO-CATHEDRAL   
Join us for Sunday Mass at 9:30am through a live facebook stream that can be found at: https://www.facebook.com/
cocathedralofstjohn/.  You can also watch the Mass later on YouTube here:   https://tinyurl.com/vl829ym. 

When we are unable to receive Holy Communion physically, the Church urges us to consider a “spiritual communion.” Inviting 
Jesus into our heart and soul is part of our tradition. We look forward to “seeing” you on Sunday!  

 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

CHURCH HOURS 
Our church remains open for private prayer and reflection Monday thru Friday 8:00am-5:30pm, Saturdays 3:00-6:00pm and 
Sundays 10:30am-1:00pm.  
Our Parish Center is currently closed to walk-in traffic, but our staff remains available to minister to the needs of our 
community.  Please call 507-288-7372 or email stjohn@sj.org and we will respond to your message. 
 

WEEKLY E-MAIL UPDATES 
Are you getting our weekly e-mail updates that are sent to parishioners every Thursday? Please contact Cindy Paz at 
cpaz@sj.org if you are not receiving these weekly e-mails so we can be sure all of your contact information is up to date. 
Important messages and updates are sent this way every week! If you are not a registered parishioner but are interested in 
formally joining the parish, you can register online at www.sj.org or send an email to stjohn@sj.org.  
 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES OR ELECTRONIC GIVING 
To keep the much-needed donation consistency for the operation of our Church, please consider mailing in your weekly 
envelopes or signing up for the convenience of Electronic Giving.  It’s easy and it’s free.  Simply go to our website, sj.org 
and click on Contribute.  From there you will create a sign in and password.  At this time, the funds that are available for 
electronic donation are:  General Fund, Building Fund, St. John Charity Fund, St. John Outreach Fund, and St. Vincent 
DePaul Fund.  Donations can be accepted from a checking/savings account or a major credit card.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Debbie Thompson at (507) 288-7372 x4502 or dthompson@sj.org. 

EMAIL AND PHONE SCAMS 
We are seeing an increase in scamming activity, please know that our priest, staff, and parishioners will never email 
or call you asking for gift cards or to send money somewhere. Please pass on this message to anyone who does not 
have computer access or who is vulnerable. Our elderly population is especially susceptible to these types of scams. 
Let's all look out for one another! 
 
 

CO-CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

 

Blessings and Congratulations to  
 

Jordan Recker and Kristin Wilfert 
who were united in the sacrament of matrimony. 

Please be patient as we work towards complete implementation of safety protocols and directives that are necessary 
for a responsible return to public Masses. We have no dates to announce at this time, but we will use every form of 
communication available to us to inform parishioners of our Mass schedule when it has been determined.  All are 
encouraged to join our live stream Mass at 9:30am on Sundays. May the Peace of Christ be with you.   
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DID YOU KNOW? 
St. John's has a handful of adult Bible studies going on, and you're more than 
welcome to join!  Join via video or phone to reflect on Scripture and learn 
more about the Bible.  If you're interested in any of the studies below, please 
contact Philip at pLomneth@sj.org! 
Tuesday 10am Bible Study: Topical (right now looking at the 
Deuterocanonical books, soon to learn about Islam and the Church's 
interactions with this faith) 
Saturday 4:30pm: Reading and reflecting on the Sunday Scriptures 
1st and 3rd Sundays 11am: Reading and reflecting on the Sunday Gospel 
(focus for people unfamiliar with Scripture or the Church) 
 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR—KATE PIDERMAN 
Spiritual direction is an opportunity to listen and respond more fully to the 
movement of the Spirit within us through prayer and conversation with a 
spiritual director.  Katherine (Kate) Piderman, member of Holy Spirit parish 
and friend of us at the Co-Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, is participating 
in a spiritual direction training program through the Ignatius Jesuit Centre in 
Guelph, Ontario.  She is currently offering spiritual direction under the 
supervision of S. Mary Kathryn Fogarty, FSPA from the Franciscan 
Spirituality Center in LaCrosse and Maggie Klaers from Sacred Ground in St. 
Paul.  Kate has advanced degrees in pastoral ministry, scripture, and 
psychology.  She served in various roles in Catholic parishes in rural Illinois 
for 20 years, and ministered as a chaplain for an additional 25 years, most of 
them at Mayo Clinic.  She has also coordinated several research projects 
related to spirituality and well-being.  Kate has always loved her ministry, 
and experiences spiritual direction as a call that invites her to use her gifts to 
support and encourage others as she and they grow ever closer to a loving 
God. Her particular interest is in Ignatian spirituality and her training 
involves guiding people through the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius in 
daily life.  If you would like to know more about spiritual direction with Kate, 
please contact her at kmpiderman@gmail.com. 
 

We congratulate … 
 

Nicholas and Teresa Bowman on the baptism of their daughter, 
Helen Bowman; 

 
Georges and Erin Montillet on the baptism of their son,  

Joseph Antoine Montillet. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, May 30  
                  Loreta L. De Marco† 
Sunday, May 31 
 People of the Parish 
 George Foley 
 Teresa Lynch † 
Monday, June 1 
 Mrs. Mary Schembri † 
Tuesday, June 2 

  John Plansky † 
Wednesday, June 3 
  Maynard Welscher 
Thursday, June 4 
              Waldemar Kapusniak  † 
Friday, June 5  
 Thanksgiving for departed 

parents 
 Jerry Stolp † 

 

Readings for the week  
of May 31, 2020 

 

Sunday, May 31 
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b 
or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 
35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/
Jn 7:37-39. Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/
Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 19:3-8a, 
16-20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 
19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4
-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 
35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/
Jn 7:37-39. Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 
24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 
12-13/Jn 20:19-23 

Monday, June 1 
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-
2, 3 and 5, 6-7/Jn 19:25-34 

Tuesday, June 2 
2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 10, 
14 and 16 [1]/Mk 12:13-17 

Wednesday, June 3 
2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Ps 123:1b-2ab, 2cdef 
[1b]/Mk 12:18-27 

Thursday, June 4 
2 Tm 2:8-15/Ps 4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 
[4]/Mk 12:28-34 

Friday, June 5 
2 Tm 3:10-17/Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 
165, 166, 168 [165a]/Mk 12:35-37 

Saturday, June 6 
2 Tm 4:1-8/Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 
22 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 12:38-44 

Next Sunday, June 7Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/
Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/2 Cor 
13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18 
©Liturgical Publications Inc. 
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Canopy candles are located 
above the baptismal font and 

are lit for one week for an 
offering of $25.  It is a 

beautiful way to honor a 
special person or occasion.  

Visit www.sj.org for the 
candle request forms.  Gift 
cards are available in the 

Parish Center. 
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31 Years of Experience 
Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured

• Free Estimates • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

ASHLEY’S

Trendy, Unique Gifts
2950 41st St. N.W. 252-5000

Throndson Oil & LP Gas Co.
THE QUALITY PEOPLE OF ROCHESTER

L.P. Gas & Tanks & Diesel & Heating Oils 
Kerosenes & Solvents | Gasoline & Lube Oils

RELIABLE  
Rochester 289-2519   Byron 775-2246

for Safety, Savings, Service & Honesty
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Adamson
Hyundai • Lincoln • Dodge 

Chrysler • Jeep • Ram

www.adamsonmotors.com
289-4004

4800 Highway 52 N

Office • Retail • Warehouse Space
Property Management

Tom Fitzgerald (507) 282-8700

RESTOVICH BRAUN & ASSOCIATES

Attorneys At Law

117 E. Center St., Rochester • 288-4840

George F. Restovich – 1946-2008  
Anna Restovich Braun- Parishioner 

Thomas R. Braun, Parishioner

BRUCE FUJAN

507-281-5194 • bruce@brucefujan.com • www.brucefujan.com

3000 43rd Street NW • Rochester

(507) 287-8320
www.Apollodentalcenter.com

Praska OrthOdOntics

Charles E. Praska D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Orthodontics TMJ Orthopedics

15 7th Ave NW • 288-8844 
www.praskaorthodontics.com

Ahlstrom Plumbing
507-285-1710
Residential • Remodeling 
Boilers • Water Heaters 

Softeners • In-Floor Heat

Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318
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RanfRanz & Vine 
funeRal Homes

Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th Street N.W.   
5421 Royal Place N.W.

289-3600

 
Ted W. Smith • 507-252-4640

3228 6th Ave NE #A  Rochester, MN  55906

ted@twsagency.com • www.twsagency.com www.ellingsongrp.com (507) 258-4640

 MACKEN 
FUNERAL HOME
Since 1909   282-1075

Rochester’s Marketing, Print, Mail

Resource with Measurable Results

507-282-6112 | www.allegrarochestermn.com

SURETY WATERPROOFING CO.
SINCE 1946

Complete Masonry Restoration 
Tuckpointing, Caulking, Cleaning 

& Chimney Repair

Monte Gunderson 
Parishioner (507) 289-9142

Now Enrolling
Preschool - Grade 12
rcsmn.org/admissions

507-424-1817

SCHMITT Automotive Repair
Full Service Auto Repair 
In Downtown Rochester

Alignments, Tires, Brakes, Oil Changes & More!

507-288-2696 • schmittautomotiverepair.com

Your Prime Source for Plans 

 That Work with Medicare  

Mike Salscheider, RHU, CLU
2048 Superior Dr NW, Suite 100  
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 280-8232
msalt@pthealth.com

Anthony Shirek

1712 3rd Ave. SE
Rochester, MN 55904

507.280.4201
www.whvr.com

Heating, Air Conditioning
Roofing & Service Since 1902

Residential • Commercial • Sales & Service
289-0124 • 24 Hour Service Available

Mike Busch
 

507-281-1210      www.mikebusch.org 
Parishioner for 35 Years

WENDLAND UTZ 
Attorneys at Law

21 First St. SW, Suite 300

Tel: (507) 288-5440 • Utz@wendlaw.com

Mark E. Utz – Parishioner, 3rd Generation

Your Complete Skating, Dance & Gymnastic Store 

Scott & Ginger Knapp, Owners/Parishioners

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.

Simplify your financial life.
(507) 289-3601

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President,  
Financial Advisor

$3 OFF any Signature Cake or Pie
(excludes Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

3780 Marketplace Dr Nw 
2650 S Broadway Ave, Apache MallPlu# 28 11/30/20

100% confidential.
June 5-7, 2020

Help For Your Marriage
info@tcr-mn.org  800-470-2230  www.tcr-mn.org

Open year round

Downtown DQ
Lower level Marriott Hotel

Good for 1 Small Cone

with $5 Purchase

James M. Gores D.D.S.
Margaret S. Scott D.D.S.
Lucy M. Meyer, D.D.S.
Aimee C. Sims, D.M.D.

New Patients Always Welcome
24 West Silver Lake Dr. 

282-8222

Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

$$150150 OFF OFF
any memorial purchase of $1,000 or more

Exp 12-31-2020 applies to new orders made in 2020 
Other Restrictions may apply. See store for details.

Quality Monuments Since 1870

507.282.7502 
AndersonMemorialsInc.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Home of the Authentic NY Style Pizza 

$5.00 OFF $25 Spent 
With bulletin. Expires 10/6/20

507.424.7800 |                  | www.PNPizza.com

Pick Up & 
Frozen Meals 

Available


