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A WITNESS OF BELONGING
Dear Friends in Christ:
I just listened to a prayer given by Pope Francis for the United States and the
reality of racism. The Pope mentioned the name of Mr. George Floyd and St.
Paul/Minneapolis, but his message is for all of us in which he calls us to
acknowledge the truth of racism and be open to change. I am sharing part of
an article by Father Bryan Massingale. He is a Theology Professor at
Fordham University, and his words appeared in Catholic Newspapers and
journals with commentaries. The link will be on our website, but you can
find an introduction here as it raises so many of the right questions: “The
assumption of white privilege and what we can do about it.”
Welcome to
Co-Cathedral of
St. John the Evangelist
Our parishioners, the parish staff and
I, as rector, hope that your visit to
our church will be a prayerful time
while at the Mayo Clinic or while you
are visiting our city for any other
reason. We encourage you to
consider Co-Cathedral of the St. John
the Evangelist as your church away
from home. If we may serve you with
any of your needs please do not
hesitate to contact us at the Parish
Center.
The Co-Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist Community is committed
to proclaiming the Good News of
Jesus Christ as we partner with the
city and our neighbor, the Mayo
Clinic. If you have recently moved to
our city and desire to join the parish
community, please find a form on
our web page and register as a
member. Together we pray that the
Holy Spirit will lead us in being a
welcoming Catholic community.
Fr. Jerry Mahon
Rector

“It has never been easy to be black in America. Still, the past few months have
pushed me to depths of outrage, pain and despondency that are unmatched in my
63 years of life. Look at what has transpired:
The COVID-19 pandemic showed that while all might be vulnerable, we are not
equally vulnerable. Blacks, Latinos and Native peoples are the vast
majority of those infected and killed by this virus. In some places, the levels
of "disparity" (such a sanitizing word!) are catastrophic. But as tragic as this
is, it was entirely predictable and even expected. The contributing factors for
this vulnerability have been documented for decades: lack of insurance, less
access to healthcare, negligent treatment from and by healthcare
professionals, overcrowded housing, unsafe and unsanitary working
conditions. All of this compounded by how the least paid and protected
workers are now considered "essential" and must be exposed to the virus'
hazards. As a young black grocery clerk told me, "Essential is just a nice
word for sacrificial." Sacrificed for the comfort of those who can isolate and
work from home, who are disproportionately white.
(The author lists several of the black people who have died most recently, which
includes Mr. George Floyd and then writes about Christian Cooper”
Christian Cooper, a young black man — a birdwatcher — who was reported to
the police May 25 by Amy Cooper (no relation), a young white woman, who
called 911 to say that "an African American man" was threatening her in New
York's Central Park merely because he had the gall to ask her to comply with the
park's posted regulations to leash her dog.
Then it occurred to me. Amy Cooper holds the key.
The event in Central Park is not the most heinous listed above. The black man
didn't die — thankfully. Compared to the others, it has received little attention.
But if you understand Amy Cooper, then all the rest, and much more, makes
sense. And points the way forward.

White privilege
Let's recall what Amy Cooper did. After a black man tells her to obey the posted
signs that require her to leash her dog in a public park, she tells him she's going
to call the police "and I'm going to tell them that there's an African American
man threatening my life." Then she does just that, calling 911 and saying,
"There's a man, an African American, he has a bicycle helmet. He is recording
me and threatening me and my dog." She continues, in a breathless voice, "I'm
being threatened by a man in the Ramble [a wooded area of Central Park]. Please
send the cops immediately!" This despite the fact that Christian Cooper's camera
records the events and shows that he made no threatening moves toward her,
spoke to her calmly and without insult, and kept his distance from her the whole
time.
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In short, she decided to call the police on a black man for nothing more than
politely asking her to obey the park's rules. And made up a lie to put him in
danger.
She knew what she was doing. And so do we. The situation is completely
"legible" as my academic colleagues would say. What did she and rest of us
know? Why did she act as she did?
She assumed that her lies would be more credible than his truth.
She assumed that she would have the presumption of innocence.
She assumed that he, the black man, would have a presumption of guilt.
She assumed that the police would back her up.
She assumed that her race would be an advantage, that she would be believed
because she is white. (By the way, this is what we mean by white privilege).
She assumed that his race would be a burden, even an insurmountable one.
She assumed that the world should work for her and against him.
She assumed that she had the upper hand in this situation.
She assumed that she could exploit deeply ingrained white fears of black men.
She assumed that she could use these deeply ingrained white fears to keep a
black man in his place.
She assumed that if he protested his innocence against her, he would be seen as
"playing the race card."
She assumed that no one would accuse her of "playing the race card,"
because no one accuses white people of playing the race card when using
race to their advantage.
She assumed that he knew that any confrontation with the police would not
go well for him.
She assumed that the frame of "black rapist" versus "white damsel in
distress" would be clearly understood by everyone: the police, the press and
the public.
She assumed that the racial formation of white people would work in her
favor.
She assumed that her knowledge of how white people view the world, and
especially black men, would help her.
She assumed that a black man had no right to tell her what to do.
She assumed that the police officers would agree.
She assumed that even if the police made no arrest, that a lot of white
people would take her side and believe her anyway.
She assumed that Christian Cooper could and would understand all of the
above.
(And she was right. He clearly knew what was at stake, which is why he had
the presence of mind to record what happened).
I am not a mind reader. I have no access to Amy Cooper's inner thoughts. But I
know, and we all know, that without these assumptions, her words and actions
— her lies — make no sense. We also have to admit that her assumptions are not
unreasonable. In fact, we have to admit that they are well-founded. They match
what we know to be true about how the country works and about how too many
white people think.”
The rest of the article is on our website at www.sj.org.
In the midst of so many questions we are called to be openly honest and
discover the reality of white privilege from so many perspectives.
God’s peace to you,
Father Jerry Mahon

CO-CATHEDRAL OF
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
11 4th Ave. SW - Rochester, MN 55902
507-288-7372 Parish Center
507-288-7373 Fax

www.sj.org
StJohn@sj.org
Most Reverend John M. Quinn
Bishop of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester
The Co-Cathedral is open for private
prayer from 8:00am-5:30pm Monday thru
Friday, from 3:00-6:00pm on Saturdays,
and from 10:30am-1:00pm on Sundays.
Please follow the guidelines set by the
CDC for social distancing and hand
washing.
All public Masses including daily Mass and
weekend Masses and all regularly
scheduled Confession times have been
suspended until further notice.
NEW PARISHIONERS
We welcome and invite all new parishioners. Pick
up a registration form from the Parish Center or
fill one out our web page www.sj.org.

PARISH STAFF
Rector, Rev. Msgr. Gerald A. Mahon
Ext. 4504 - Email: gmahon@sj.org
Deacon, Rev. Mr. Gerald Freetly
Administrator, Margaret Kelsey
Ext. 4506 - Email: mkelsey@sj.org
Social Action, Mary Vlazny
Ext. 4511 - Email: mvlazny@sj.org
Accounting, Debbie Thompson
Ext. 4502 - Email: dthompson@sj.org
RCIA, Adults, Philip Lomneth
Ext. 4510 - Email: plomneth@sj.org
Faith Formation, Maggie DeStazio
Ext. 4501 Email: mdestazio@sj.org
Confirmation/Baptism, Megan Rodriguez
Ext. 4518 - Email: mrodriguez@sj.org
Liturgy & Music, Sebastian Modarelli,
Ext. 4508 - Email: smodarelli@sj.org
Bulletin Editor, Marriage Prep, Cindy Paz
Ext. 4505 - Email: cpaz@sj.org
Facility Manager, Mike Gehring
Ext. 4509 - Email: mgehring@sj.org
Receptionists, Susie Foley, Kim Beery
Ext. 4500 - sfoley@sj.org; kbeery@sj.org
Trustees, George Libera and Mary Kos
St. John School. . . . . . . . . .(507) 282-5248
Calvary Cemetery. . . . . . . . .(507) 273-0140
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Please be patient as we work towards complete implementation of safety protocols and directives that are necessary
for a responsible return to public Masses. We have no dates to announce at this time, but we will use every form of
communication available to us to inform parishioners of our Mass schedule when it has been determined. All are
encouraged to join our live stream Mass at 9:30am on Sundays. May the Peace of Christ be with you.

SUNDAY LIVE STREAMED MASS FROM THE CO-CATHEDRAL

Join us for Sunday Mass at 9:30am through a live facebook stream that can be found at: https://www.facebook.com/
cocathedralofstjohn/. You can also watch the Mass later on YouTube here: https://tinyurl.com/vl829ym.
When we are unable to receive Holy Communion physically, the Church urges us to consider a “spiritual communion.”
Inviting Jesus into our heart and soul is part of our tradition. We look forward to “seeing” you on Sunday!

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.

CHURCH HOURS

Our church remains open for private prayer and reflection Monday thru Friday 8:00am-5:30pm, Saturdays 3:006:00pm and Sundays 10:30am-1:00pm.
While the Parish Center remains closed to walk-in traffic, our parish staff is available and is following a schedule
which allows us to stagger our hours in the office. Please don’t hesitate to call or email if you have questions,
comments or suggestions and we will respond and do our best to accommodate your needs. If an appointment or
time is scheduled with a staff member here at the Parish Center, please remember to wear your mask and to practice
social distancing. If you are not feeling well or have a fever, please stay home and contact your health care provider.
Our staff is following the same protocols and procedures. Contact us at 288-7372 or stjohn@sj.org

WEEKLY E-MAIL UPDATES

Are you getting our weekly e-mail updates that are sent to parishioners every Thursday? Please contact Cindy Paz at
cpaz@sj.org if you are not receiving these weekly e-mails so we can be sure all of your contact information is up to
date. Important messages and updates are sent this way every week! If you are not a registered parishioner but are
interested in formally joining the parish, you can register online at www.sj.org or send an email to stjohn@sj.org.

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES OR ELECTRONIC GIVING
To keep the much-needed donation consistency for the operation of our Church, please consider mailing in your
weekly envelopes or signing up for the convenience of Electronic Giving. It’s easy and it’s free. Simply go to our
website, sj.org and click on Contribute. From there you will create a sign in and password. At this time, the funds that
are available for electronic donation are: General Fund, Building Fund, St. John Charity Fund, St. John Outreach Fund,
and St. Vincent DePaul Fund. Donations can be accepted from a checking/savings account or a major credit card. If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Debbie Thompson at (507) 288-7372 x4502 or dthompson@sj.org.

BAPTISM FORMATION
If you have a new little one or are expecting a child and thinking about baptism, please contact us. Baptism
Formation is looking a bit different these days but we are still working with parents to prepare for and schedule
baptisms. Reach out to Megan Rodriguez at mrodriguez@sj.org for more information.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS LIVE!

This year VBS will take on a different look and be over the course of 4 weeks
this summer. Each week will focus on a different virtue and there will be
music & dances, a craft, a memory verse and opportunities to engage in live
virtual videos and engage in service projects as a family. We are all learning
as we go and are excited to bring families the joy and love of Christ through
VBS this summer. We are partnering with St. Pius X to bring families this
opportunity. Please register online by June 19th, there is no fee to register
and we will follow up with more information once you register. You can
register
here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0a4bada729a3fe3-virtual1
The weeks and themes are as follows:
Charity: June 22-25
Gratitude: June 29-July 2
Courage: July 6-9
Perseverance: July 13-16
Contact Megan Rodriguez at mrodriguez@sj.org with
any questions or if you are interseted to volunteer!

WEEKLY ROSARY ON FACEBOOK LIVE
Every Wednesday evening at 7pm we hope to have different parishioners
individually or as a family leading our community in a live Rosary or Divine
Mercy Chaplet; we hope you'll join us! If you would be interested and willing
to lead sometime, please contact Megan Rodriguez at mrodriguez@sj.org. As
long as you have a facebook account we can show you the ropes so you
would be able to lead!

CONSIDERING ADOPTION?

Catholic Charities offers free adoption information meetings to help you
learn about the process to begin building your family. We have adoption
social workers in Winona, Rochester, Mankato and Worthington who offer
home studies for international and domestic infant adoption. Please email
adoption@ccsomn.org or call 507-287-2047 to schedule an information
meeting.

THE CATHOLIC MARRIAGE SUMMIT

If you are...
•
Excited about making the good parts of your marriage great...
•
Committed to making the weak parts strong...
•
And open to renewing all the things in between…
The 2020 Catholic Marriage Summit will show you how to get the marriage
you want from the marriage you have! Never before have so many amazing
Catholic couples come together to be inspired and learn from some of the
most well-known and loved experts in the world!
Register for FREE at https://www.joyfuleverafter.org/.
Over 60+ experts presenting as couples, sharing their hearts and advice on
dealing with every day issues. Hosted by us, Damon & Melanie Owens, and
featuring: Scott/Kimberly Hahn, Edward/Beth Sri, Chris/Natalie Stefanick,
Jackie & Bobby Angel, & more!

Readings for the week
of June 14, 2020
Sunday, June 14

Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,
19-20 [12]/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58

Monday, June 15

1 Kgs 21:1-16/Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7
[2b]/Mt 5:38-42

Tuesday, June 16

1 Kgs 21:17-29/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and
16 [cf. 3a]/Mt 5:43-48

Wednesday, June 17

2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Ps 31:20, 21, 24 [25]/
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday, June 18

Sir 48:1-14/Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7 [12a]/
Mt 6:7-15

Friday, June 19

Dt 7:6-11/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 10 [cf.
17]/1 Jn 4:7-16/Mt 11:25-30

Saturday, June 20

2 Chr 24:17-25/Ps 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7,
8abcd [cf. 1]/Lk 2:41-51

Next Sunday, June 21

Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35
[14c]/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33
©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, June 13
People of the Parish
Sunday, June 14
Teddy Foley
Char Peterson
Tony & Florence Anniversary
Monday, June 15
Jason Kaiya
Tuesday, June 16
Arturo Bertha & Edith Lopez†
Wednesday, June 17
Kristimari Kaiya
Thursday, June 18
Stephen Schaaf †
Friday, June 19
Alisa Becker-Dunn
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June 14, 2020

LITANY OF SAINTS

This Sunday, June 14 we celebrate Corpus Christi, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, when we
give praise and thanks to God for the gift of the Eucharist. As we recognize the longing we have to receive the Body
and Blood of Jesus, we will offer Eucharistic Adoration from 10:30am-5:00pm on this Sunday, June 14. Whether you
stop in to the church or stay at home, please take time to be united in prayer for all who have been affected by the
virus of COVID 19 and by the virus of racism and injustice, for all who are on the front lines responding with care for
all who suffer, for all in our St. John the Evangelist Co-Cathedral community, for all who belong to the body of
Christ. (Please remember, if coming to the church to pray, to wear a mask, to sit only in open pews and to follow the
guidelines for social distancing.)
Let us Pray….

San Riccardo Pampuri – The real mission of service in healing, comfort and care for those who are sick…Pray for us
Saint Josephine Bakhita. Patron saint of Sudan and our Seeds of Wisdom South Sudan community. Bakhita's legacy
is that transformation is possible through suffering…Pray for us
St Joseph – Protector of families and Patron of Universal Church…Pray for us
St John the Evangelist – Patron of our home parish…Pray for us
Our Lady of Guadalupe – Mother of the Americas and Indigenous Peoples, Our Mother…Pray for us
Mary Waiting – a companion of compassion, assurance, and hope…trusting in God’s abiding love and mercy…Pray
for us
St. John and Mary - John the Apostle and Evangelist, and Mary, the Mother of Jesus, together after the Resurrection,
… taking care of one another as Christ had called for them to do from the Cross… ‘in the Christian tradition that bears
witness to courage and vulnerability, and whose mandate is demonstrating love. …this shared Love is the answer.’…
Pray for us
St. Luke – Patron St of Physicians…Pray for us
St. Raphael – Patron Saint of Healing…Pray for us
Sacred Heart of Jesus – Have Mercy on us.
Memorare – Remember O most gracious Virgin Mary that never was it known that anyone who fled to your
protection, implored your help, or sought your intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to
you, O Virgin of virgins, my mother. To you do I come; before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. Mother of the Word
Incarnate, despise not my petitions but in your mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

11 4th Avenue SW • Rochester, MN 55902
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Mike Busch

MACKEN
FUNERAL HOME
Since 1909 282-1075

507-281-1210

www.mikebusch.org
Parishioner for 35 Years

Adamson

Throndson Oil & LP Gas Co.
THE QUALITY PEOPLE OF ROCHESTER
L.P. Gas & Tanks & Diesel & Heating Oils
Kerosenes & Solvents | Gasoline & Lube Oils
RELIABLE
Rochester 289-2519 Byron 775-2246

Hyundai • Lincoln • Dodge
Chrysler • Jeep • Ram

www.adamsonmotors.com
289-4004
4800 Highway 52 N

for Safety, Savings, Service & Honesty
Agricultural•Commercial•Industrial•Recreational•Residential

Residential • Commercial • Sales & Service

289-0124 • 24 Hour Service Available

3 OFF any Signature Cake or Pie

$

James M. Gores D.D.S.
Margaret S. Scott D.D.S.
Lucy M. Meyer, D.D.S.
Aimee C. Sims, D.M.D.
New Patients Always Welcome
24 West Silver Lake Dr.

(excludes Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

282-8222

Plu# 28 11/30/20

3780 Marketplace Dr Nw
2650 S Broadway Ave, Apache Mall

Office • Retail • Warehouse Space
Property Management
Tom Fitzgerald
(507) 282-8700

WENDLAND UTZ

RESTOVICH BRAUN & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

Simplify your financial life.

117 E. Center St., Rochester • 288-4840

(507) 289-3601

George F. Restovich – 1946-2008
Anna Restovich Braun- Parishioner
Thomas R. Braun, Parishioner

Attorneys at Law
21 First St. SW, Suite 300
Tel: (507) 288-5440 • Utz@wendlaw.com

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President,
Financial Advisor

3000 43rd Street NW • Rochester

(507) 287-8320

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.

www.Apollodentalcenter.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Mark E. Utz – Parishioner, 3rd Generation

Praska Orthodontics
Charles E. Praska D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Orthodontics TMJ Orthopedics
15 7th Ave NW • 288-8844
www.praskaorthodontics.com

BRUCE FUJAN

ASHLEY’S
Visit our showroom at
3021 43rd St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901
31 Years of Experience
Trendy, Unique Gifts

2950 41st St. N.W.

252-5000

Your Complete Skating, Dance & Gymnastic Store

Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured
• Free Estimates • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

Open year round
Downtown DQ
Lower level Marriott Hotel

Good for 1 Small Cone

507-281-5194 • bruce@brucefujan.com • www.brucefujan.com

Quality Monuments Since 1870

507.282.7502

$150 OFF

any memorial purchase of $1,000 or more

AndersonMemorialsInc.com

Exp 12-31-2020 applies to new orders made in 2020
Other Restrictions may apply. See store for details.

Scott & Ginger Knapp, Owners/Parishioners
Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

Ranfranz & Vine
Funeral Homes

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318
1-800-201-2392 • VOICEMAIL #206

Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th Street N.W.
5421 Royal Place N.W.

289-3600

with $5 Purchase

Ahlstrom Plumbing
507-285-1710
Residential • Remodeling
Boilers • Water Heaters
Softeners • In-Floor Heat

Anthony Shirek

Heating, Air Conditioning

1712 3rd Ave. SE
Roofing & Service Since 1902
Rochester, MN 55904

507.280.4201
www.whvr.com

Ted W. Smith • 507-252-4640
3228 6th Ave NE #A Rochester, MN 55906

ted@twsagency.com • www.twsagency.com

www.ellingsongrp.com

(507) 258-4640
Home of the Authentic NY Style Pizza
Pick Up &
Frozen Meals
Available

100% confidential.
June 5-7, 2020
Help For Your Marriage

$5.00 OFF $25 Spent
With bulletin. Expires 10/6/20
507.424.7800 |
| www.PNPizza.com

info@tcr-mn.org 800-470-2230 www.tcr-mn.org

Rochester’s Marketing, Print, Mail
Resource with Measurable Results
507-282-6112 | www.allegrarochestermn.com

Now Enrolling
Preschool - Grade 12
rcsmn.org/admissions

Minnesota

507-424-1817

SURETY WATERPROOFING CO.
SINCE 1946
Complete Masonry Restoration
Tuckpointing, Caulking, Cleaning
& Chimney Repair

Monte Gunderson
Parishioner

CatholicMatch.com/MN

(507) 289-9142

Your Prime Source for Plans
That Work with Medicare

Mike Salscheider, RHU, CLU
2048 Superior Dr NW, Suite 100
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 280-8232
msalt@pthealth.com
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