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Welcome to  
Co-Cathedral of  

St. John the Evangelist 
 

Our parishioners, the parish staff and 
I, as rector, hope that your visit to 
our church will be a prayerful time 
while at the Mayo Clinic or while you 
are visiting our city for any other 
reason. We encourage you to 
consider Co-Cathedral of the St. John 
the Evangelist as your church away 
from home. If we may serve you with 
any of your needs please do not 
hesitate to contact us at the Parish 
Center. 
 
The Co-Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist Community is committed 
to proclaiming the Good News of 
Jesus Christ as we partner with the 
city and our neighbor, the Mayo 
Clinic. If you have recently moved to 
our city and desire to join the parish 
community, please find a form on 
our web page and register as a 
member. Together we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will lead us in being a 
welcoming Catholic community. 

 
Fr. Jerry Mahon 

Rector 

Welcome to the Co-Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

CO-CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

 
May you be blessed with a deep of awareness of God being born of Mary!!! 
 
The Christmas season calls us to a profound need of once again being 
passionate about the will of God in our lives and following in the example of 
Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds, the Kings and the people of faith across the 
centuries.  We need not be trapped in the sentimentality of the season as 
this leads to nothingness and a shallow path, but our call is to be shaken out 
of our routine of believing and be moved by the reality of God becoming a 
human being.  The “yes” of Mary through the gift of the Spirit needs to be 
our starting point and we recognize how we are looked at by the Spirit of 
Jesus now and long to stay with Mary and learn from her heart.   
 
You may recall the ministry of St. Damian of Molokai to the lepers on the 
Hawaiian Island.  While serving those isolated to the Island, he too became a 
leper and daily repeated: “The good God knows what is best for my 
sanctification.  I daily repeat from my heart, ‘Thy will be done’.”  Of course, 
we say this too every time we pray the Our Father, but often for me it is once 
again a routine phrase that just passes over along with my distractions.  St. 
Catherine of Siena was also a profound example of being open to the will of 
God as she states:  “Do not be satisfied with little things, because God wants 
great things.”  Great things happen when we follow and know the will of God 
in love and we need to be looking from a place of need and longing. 
 
To have a desire to be open to the will of God is not abstract.  I quote from 
an author in this reflection about Mary: “To hope means to trust.  In facing 
an angel – an otherworldly being – Mary trusts.  Greeted with loving 
assurance and told of an incomprehensible role, Mary trusts.  She trusts as 
God who created her, a God who loves her, a God who accompanies her, and 
a God who will deliver her.  She trusts because she knows that the God who 
speaks to her is Truth itself.  And when she confides in her cousin Elizabeth, 
her lips spill forth the greatest of poetry.  Mary speaks of greatness and 
blessing, mercy and holiness, goodness and fullness.  It is the poetry of 
hope.” 
 
This poetry of hope is filled with the promise of all the possibilities that the 
Magnificat offers to us as Mary states: “for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me, and holy is his name.”  Mary calls us not to be afraid and I turn 
to Joseph who received the message from an Angel:  Do not be afraid!  I have 
been so enthusiastic to begin the unfolding as Pope Francis proclaims the 
“Year of St. Joseph”.  In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde, (“With a 
Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a 
tender and loving father, an obedient and accepting father; a father who is 
creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows.  
 
In the Christmas time, I offer one section of the letter from Pope Francis 
about fatherhood:   

“Fathers are not born, but made,” says Pope Francis. “A man does not 
become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by 
taking up the responsibility to care for that child.” Unfortunately, in 
today’s society, children “often seem orphans, lacking fathers” who 
are able to introduce them “to life and reality.” Children, the Pope 
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The Chapel is open for private prayer from 
8:00am-5:30pm Monday thru Friday. 
Please wear a mask and follow the 
guidelines set by the CDC for social 
distancing and hand washing. 
Go to sj.org/announcement/Co-Cathedral-
weekly-updates for public Mass schedules. 
(Registration recommended.) 
  
NEW PARISHIONERS 

We welcome and invite all new parishioners. 
Pick up a registration form from the Parish 
Center or fill one out on our web page 
www.sj.org. 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rector, Rev. Msgr. Gerald A. Mahon 
 Ext. 4504  - Email: gmahon@sj.org 
Deacons, Rev. Mr. Gerald Freetly 
  Rev. Mr. Randy Horlocker 
Administrator, Margaret Kelsey 
 Ext. 4506 - Email: mkelsey@sj.org 
Social Action, Mary Vlazny 
   Ext. 4511 - Email:  mvlazny@sj.org 
Accounting, Debbie Thompson 
 Ext. 4502 - Email: dthompson@sj.org 
RCIA, Adults, Philip Lomneth 
 Ext. 4503  - Email:  plomneth@sj.org 
Faith Formation/Confirmation/Baptism, 
Megan Rodriguez 
 Ext. 4518 - Email:  mrodriguez@sj.org 
Faith Formation K-8  Sharie Furst 
 Ext. 4510  Email: sfurst@sj.org 
Liturgy & Music,  Sebastian Modarelli, 
   Ext. 4508 - Email:  smodarelli@sj.org  
Bulletin Editor, Marriage Prep, Cindy Paz 
    Ext. 4505 - Email:  cpaz@sj.org 
Facility Manager,  Mike Gehring 
   Ext. 4509 - Email:  mgehring@sj.org 
Receptionists, Susie Foley, Kim Beery 
   Ext. 4500 - sfoley@sj.org; kbeery@sj.org 
Trustees, George Libera and Mary Kos 
St. John School. . . . . . . . . .(507) 282-5248 
Calvary Cemetery. . . . . . . . .(507) 273-0140 

 

says, need fathers who will not try to dominate them, but instead 
raise them to be “capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying 
freedom and exploring new possibilities.” 
This is the sense in which St. Joseph is described as a “most chaste” 
father, which is the opposite of domineering possessiveness. Joseph, 
says Pope Francis, “knew how to love with extraordinary 
freedom.  He never made himself the centre of things.  He did not 
think of himself but focused instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.” 
 
Happiness for Joseph involved a true gift of self: “In him, we never 
see frustration, but only trust,” writes Pope Francis. “His patient 
silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust.” Joseph 
stands out, therefore, as an exemplary figure for our time, in a world 
that “needs fathers,” and not “tyrants”; a society that “rejects those 
who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, 
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power 
with destruction.” 
 
True fathers, instead, “refuse to live the lives of their children for 
them,” and instead respect their freedom. In this sense, says Pope 
Francis, a father realizes that “he is most a father and an educator at 
the point when he becomes ‘useless,’ when he sees that his child has 
become independent and can walk the paths of life unaccompanied.” 
Being a father, the Pope emphasizes, “has nothing to do with 
possession, but is rather a ‘sign’ pointing to a greater fatherhood”: 
that of the “heavenly Father”. 

 
Blessings for all of your families and loved ones and please know of our 
prayerful support for all of you.  Special greetings from our entire staff!! 
 
Merry Christmas, 
 
Father Jerry Mahon 
Rector 
 
 
Prayer at Christmas 
Lord, on this Christmas Day, 
in the midst of the joy of our celebrations,  
help us recall what is truly important about this day. 
In the midst of opening presents, 
help us remember the love that each gift represents. 
In the midst of Christmas dinner, 
help us remember that you are the source of all life. 
In the midst of family gatherings, 
help us remember that you are the fullness of all joy. 
And in the midst of Christmas Mass, 
help us remember the supreme act of love, sacrifice,  
and humility that we celebrate on this Christmas day 
when your Son came as a helpless, unknown baby 
and grew to be the life and light of the world. 
Amen. 
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Bishop Quinn has suspended the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holydays until further notice. 
 

PUBLIC MASS SCHEDULE— 
Friday, January 1, 2021—9:30 am Mass—Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 
We have public Masses on Saturdays at 4:30pm and on Sundays at 9:30am. We have daily Masses at 12:10pm on 
Monday thru Thursday. Reservations are recommended for all Masses. Sign up to attend Mass at: https://sj.org/
announcement/mass-sign-up/  where you will also find a tutorial video with instructions for attending Mass and 
receiving Communion at Mass.  All Masses will be in the Church and all attendees must check in before Mass in the 
Gathering Space. Masks are required for Mass attendance. 
On Fridays there is a Word/Communion Service at 12:10 pm offered by Deacon Randy Horlocker.  Sign-up to register 
for this service at https://sj.org/announcement/mass-sign-up/.  (No 12:10 service on Friday, January 1, 2021.) 
 

SUNDAY LIVE STREAMED MASS FROM THE CO-CATHEDRAL   
Join us for Sunday Mass at 9:30am through a live stream on either facebook or YouTube. The facebook 
stream can be found at: https://www.facebook.com/cocathedralofstjohn/. The YouTube live stream (which 
can also be accessed to watch the Mass later) can be found at: https://tinyurl.com/sjeyoutube.  
 

When we are unable to receive Holy Communion physically, the Church urges us to consider a “spiritual communion.” 
Inviting Jesus into our heart and soul is part of our tradition. We look forward to “seeing” you on Sunday!  

[TV Mass from the Diocese of Winona-Rochester can be found on Channel 3 KIMT Sunday at 7:30am and Channel 3.2 
MyTV at 9:00am.] 

 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 
into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You. 
 

 

RECONCILIATION— 
Reconciliation is offered on Thursdays before the 12:10 pm Mass starting at 11:15 am.  Come to the south Chapel 
entrance. 

 
ONLINE PRAYER REQUESTS 
On our website you can enter prayer requests and we would be happy to hold you in prayer. Visit www.sj.org/submit
-prayer-requests/ 
 
CHURCH HOLIDAY HOURS—The Parish Center office will be closed New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.  
The Chapel will be open for private prayer from Noon-3:30pm on Saturday and from 11am-1:00pm on Sunday as well 
as 8am-5:30 pm December 28, 29, and 30.  Enter the Chapel directly from 4th Avenue entrances and please wear 
masks and follow guidelines for social distancing.  The Church space will no longer be open for private prayer and 
reflection to allow for cleaning, sanitization, and set up of the space for Masses.   
 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES OR ELECTRONIC GIVING 
To keep the much-needed donation consistency for the operation of our Church, please consider mailing in your 
weekly envelopes or signing up for the convenience of Electronic Giving.  It’s easy and it’s free.  Simply go to our 
website, sj.org and click on Contribute.  From there you will create a sign in and password.  At this time, the funds that 
are available for electronic donation are:  General Fund, Building Fund, St. John Charity Fund, St. John Outreach Fund, 
and St. Vincent DePaul Fund.  Donations can be accepted from a checking/savings account or a major credit card.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Debbie Thompson at (507) 288-7372 x4502 or dthompson@sj.org. 

CO-CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
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CO-CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK: 
Adults: In what ways and to whom can you testify to the light in the coming week? 
Children: What can you say or do to share the light of Christ with your parents, 
friends, classmates, and neighbors?  

 

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS 
Contributions for the 2020 calendar year must be postmarked or received 
no later than Thursday, December 31, 2020.  Contributions received or 
postmarked after that date must be credited in the 2021 calendar year.  
Thank you for bringing your pledges for 2020 up to date.  We are sincerely 
grateful for your financial support. 
 
CHRISTMAS FLORAL MEMORIALS  
You are invited to remember or honor a loved one with a 
Christmas Floral Memorial by making an offering toward the 
beautiful plants and flowers that will help to enhance the 
Christmas season. Envelopes are available at the sign-in 
desk in the Gathering space, in the Parish Center, and on-line 
at : https://sj.org/advent-christmas-flower-offering/. 
They may be dropped in the collection basket or left at the Parish Center. 

Memorials will be included in a bulletin insert on the weekend of January 9, 

2021. Thank you for helping to create a beautiful environment for prayer 

and worship. 

 

SEEDS OF WISDOM STORIES 
Samuel Lemi is a 16 year old orphan. He lost his father years ago. His mother 
is alive, but is in very poor health. His 
father’s death and mother’s poor 
health condition have been very 
traumatic for Samuel. Last year, in 
August 2019 while picking students to 
come to boarding school, Samuel 
refused to join his classmates. He 
wanted to quit learning because of the 
mother’s ill health. It took us one 
week to convince him to come to 
school. Once we got him to the school, 
the teachers and staff took special interest in him and gave him the support 
that he needed.  Samuel now has a very strong passion to learn.  His 
performance in class is excellent. He is in primary six, but has decided to 
register for the national exams. The teachers say that he is doing great in 
class and they are confident he will pass and join high school next 
year.  Samuel loves science and mathematics and he wants to become a 
motor engineer when he finishes school.  
Thank you Samuel for your story and for not giving up and for our teachers 
for loving and investing in our young people. As we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, join us in praying for Samuel and all children who need the love and 
hope of Christ to help them not to give up! 

Mass Intentions 
Thursday, December 24 
 4:00 pm Michael McCoy † 
  Kerry Loeffelman † 
 9:00 pm Marv Miller † 
Friday, December 25 
 10:30 am Scott Mault † 
Saturday, December 26 
 4:30 pm People of the Parish 
Sunday, December 27 
 9:30 am 
  Michael Fredricksen† 
  Marie Mesarchik † 
  Marian Taylor † 
Monday, December 28 
 12:10 pm  William Faubion Sr. † 
Tuesday, December 29 
 12:10 pm  Virginia Pierucci † 
Wednesday, December 30 
 12:10 pm  Loreta L. DeMarco † 
Thursday, December 31 
 12:10 pm  George Foley 
Friday, January 1 
 9:30 am  Mary Jo Martin  † 

 

Readings for the week  
of December 27, 2020 

 

Sunday, December 27 
Is 52:7-10;/Ps 97/1 Jn1:1-4; Jn 20:1a 
and 2-8. 

Monday, December 28 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/
Mt 2:13-18 

Tuesday, December 29 
1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 
[11a]/Lk 2:22-35 

Wednesday December 30 
1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/
Lk 2:36-40 

Thursday, December 31 
1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/
Jn 1:1-18 

Friday, January 1 
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 
4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

Saturday, January2 
1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 
[3cd]/Jn 1:19-28 

Next Sunday, January 3 
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
 
©Liturgical Publications Inc. 
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HAPPY FEAST OF OUR PATRON - ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST!  
Learn about our Patron:  
Saint John the Evangelist—Feast Day December 27th. 
St. John was also known as the "beloved disciple" or "the disciple Jesus loved." He is an example of someone 
who lived with a simple, but deep love for Jesus. He encouraged all believers to love Jesus and to love one 
another. Church tradition has held that he is the author of the Gospel of John and four other books of the 
New Testament — the three Epistles of John and the Book of Revelation. John was the only one of the 
Twelve Apostles who did not leave Jesus during His final hour on the cross before he died. John stood 
faithfully at the cross where Jesus gave his mother to John and to all of us. John stayed with Mary and 
continued to take care of her. As you may know we have a devotional space dedicated to St. John the 
Evangelist and Mary that depicts a beautiful interpretation of their relationship. 
 

Idea to Celebrate our Patron's feast:  
St. John's Day was a general day of celebration in medieval times, not only as the third day of Christmas but 
also to celebrate the Feast day of St. John the Evangelist/Apostle. The significant part of the traditional 
celebration was the blessing and drinking of wine. This is because, according to legend, St. John once drank 
a cup of poisoned wine without suffering any harm. In central Europe people still practice the custom of 
bringing wine and cider into the church to be blessed. While this year we won't be inviting you to come to 
the Church to have wine blessed (hopefully next year!) you could still celebrate our Patron St. John the 
Evangelist in your home on December 27th by toasting a glass of red wine or of some sparkling cider! As 
you toast St. John snap a picture to send to us (stjohn@sj.org), we would love for you to share your at-home 
celebrations!   
 
 
 

Prayer to St. John: 
 
O Glorious Saint John, you were so loved by Jesus that you 
were merited to rest your head upon his breast, and to be 
left in his place as a son to Mary. Obtain for us an ardent 
love for Jesus and Mary. Let me be united with them now 
on earth and forever after in heaven. 
 
St. John the Evangelist, Pray for us. 
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JOB POSTING 
Pax Christi Parish, a vibrant, diverse Catholic parish of 1600 families in 
Northwest Rochester, MN, seeks a full-time Director of Liturgy and Pastoral 
Ministry to plan and coordinate liturgical and pastoral ministries as well as 
recruit, train, and schedule liturgical and pastoral ministers.   The ideal 
candidate will possess a degree in theology, liturgy or pastoral ministry or 
equivalent experience and have excellent organizational and 
communication skills.  Please send cover letter, resume, and three 
professional references (including, if possible, a Catholic priest for whom 
you’ve worked) to:  Jessica Scully, Parish Administrator, Pax Christi Parish, 
4135 18th Ave NW, Rochester, MN 55901, or email to 
Jessica.Scully@PaxChristiChurch.org by January 4.  Full position description 
is available: www.paxchristichurch.org/employment  
 
 
 

 

CONSIDER ADOPTION 
THROUGH CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 
Thinking about adoption but not sure where 

to start? Catholic Charities offers free adoption informational meetings to 
help you learn about the process to begin building your family. We have 
adoption social workers in Winona, Rochester, Mankato, and Worthington 
who can walk you through the process of international or domestic infant 
adoption. Please email adoption@ccsomn.org or call 507-287-2047 to 
schedule an informational meeting. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANOPY CANDLES 
 

December 26, 2020—January 1, 
2021 

 
In memory of Anna Marie Meyerle 

 
In honor of the Holmes’ Healthy 

Holidays 

Canopy candles are located 
above the baptismal font and 

are lit for one week for an 
offering of $25.  It is a beautiful 
way to honor a special person 
or occasion.  Visit www.sj.org 
for the candle request forms.  
Gift cards are available in the 

Parish Center. 

REST IN PEACE 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Richard Emslander 

 

PRAYER TO END A PANDEMIC 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of 

the Father and to do what Jesus tells us. For he took upon himself our 

suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows to bring us, 

through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

 

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; Do not despise our 

petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

Pope Francis 
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