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MAY 3, INVENTIO CRUCIS,�

THE FINDING OF THE TRUE CROSS�

�

The Disappearance of the Cross.  A�er Jesus died, the Cross was removed at some unspecified �me and it was placed 

somewhere, but its whereabouts remained unknown.  Great upheaval ensued.  Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans �

in 70 AD and the city was le� a smoldering pile of rubble.  Under the Emperor Hadrian (117�138) Jerusalem was rebuilt �

and renamed Aelia Capitolina and a temple to the pagan goddess Venus was built over Calvary (c. 135).  The reconfigured 

contour of the city hampered any effort to seek and find the True Cross, and the search went on for almost two �

more centuries.�

�

The Pursuit of the Cross.  Queen St. Helena (255�330), the mother of the Emperor Constan�ne, converted to Chris�anity�

 in 318, and in her fervor decided to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 320.  She had a par�cular yearning to find the 

Cross.  Upon her arrival, she asked the local Chris�an residents to point out the loca�on of Calvary.  Despite hardship and 

persecu�on, there had been a con�nuous Chris�an presence in Jerusalem, and informa�on about the loca�on of Calvary 

had passed by word of mouth from one genera�on to the next.  She was informed to her chagrin that the Temple of Venus 

stood over Calvary.  The pagan shrine was an outrage to Chris�ans and, at the order of her son, the emperor, �

it was demolished.�

�

An Amazing Discovery.  The year most likely was 320, although various 

historical records also men�on 322 and 326.  As the workers excavated the site, 

or as they dug the founda�ons for the new Chris�an basilica, they broke into an 

old cistern slightly to the east of Calvary that had been used as a garbage dump.  

There in the midst of the debris were three wooden crosses.  It is plausible that 

the Roman soldiers had discarded the crosses in such a handy loca�on.  Since 

Jesus was crucified between two criminals, and because three crosses were 

found, Helena and her workforce believed their discovery was no mere 

coincidence and regarded the crosses as authen�c.  The discovery is called the 

inveno crucis, the Inven�on or Discovery of the True Cross, a landmark 

historical moment for all Chris�anity commemorated each year on May 3.  

Next, Helena had to determine which of the crosses belonged to Jesus and was 

the True Cross, and there are several legends about how this was accomplished.�

�

The First Legend.  One cross reportedly s�ll had the wooden placard a;ached, the tulus, inscribed with the formal 

charges that Pilate had ordered wri;en, “Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews” (Jn 19:19), and it subsequently was 

declared the True Cross.�

�

The Second Legend.  According to this account, Helena prayed to God for guidance for how to determine which cross was 

the Cross of Christ.  A man recently had died, and with divine inspira�on, she decided that his corpse should be touched by 

all three crosses.  When the body came in contact with the crosses of the two criminals, nothing happened, but when the 

corpse came in contact with the third cross, the man miraculously came back to life.  Thus, the third cross was declared the 

True Cross.�

�

The Third and Most Popular Legend.  According to this version, Helena decided to approach Bishop Macarius of Jerusalem 

to seek his advice.  The bishop suggested that the queen find someone who was gravely ill to test the three crosses.  

Fortuitously, there was a woman who was near death, and all three crosses were brought to her bedside.  When she was 

touched by the first two crosses her condi�on remained unchanged, but when she was touched by the third, she sat up, 

her strength was restored, she glorified God, and she proceeded to run about the house with even greater agility than 

before her illness.  Thus, the last Cross was declared the True Cross.�

“The Discovery of Three Crosses”�

Basilica Santa Croce, Gerusalemme�



Sunday:� Acts 2:14a, 36�41/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 5, 6 [1]/1 

� � Pt 2:20b�25/Jn 10:1�10 �

Monday:� Acts 11:1�18/Ps 42:2�3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/�

� � Jn 10:11�18�

Tuesday:� Acts 11:19�26/Ps 87:1b�3, 4�5, 6�7 �

� � [Ps 117:1a]/Jn 10:22�30�

Wednesday:� Acts 12:24�13:5a/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/�

� � Jn 12:44�50�

Thursday:� Acts 13:13�25/Ps 89:2�3, 21�22, 25 and 27 [2]/

� � Jn 13:16�20�

Friday:� � Acts 13:26�33/Ps 2:6�7, 8�9, 10�11ab [7bc]/�

� � Jn 14:1�6�

Saturday:� Acts 13:44�52/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 [3cd]/�

� � Jn 14:7�14�

Next Sunday:� Acts 6:1�7/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 18�19 [22]/�

� � 1 Pt 2:4�9/Jn 14:1�12�

WEEKLY READINGS 

FR. MIKE VAN SLOUNAO 

2�

I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, �

you should also do.   John 13:15�

May 2, St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church�

�

St. Athanasius was born in Alexandria, Egypt, in 295.  He had a strong Chris�an 

upbringing, was educated in theology and Scripture, was ordained a deacon in 318, and 

became secretary to Bishop Alexander, the bishop of Alexandria.�

�

St. Athanasius accompanied Bishop Alexander to the Council of Nicea in 325.  There was 

a fierce ba;le between the orthodox bishops that upheld the teaching that Jesus has two 

natures, divine and human, and that he is true God and true man, and the Arians who 

insisted that Jesus is less than God, not divine, and the greatest of all human beings.  �

The Council promulgated the Nicene Creed, condemned Arianism as a heresy, �

and excommunicated Arius.�

�

Bishop Alexander died in 328 and St. Athanasius was elected his successor at the age �

of 33, the spiritual leader of the city of Alexandria, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the monks �

in the desert.  Even though Arianism had been rejected by the Council, many s�ll 

espoused the heresy, opposed St. Athanasius, and did everything possible to discredit 

him and undermine his authority.�

�

Over the forty�five years that he served as bishop, his opponents had him exiled five 

�mes.  On the first occasion his Arian adversaries falsely accused him of personal 

misconduct, mul�ple crimes, and collusion in the death of Arsenius, a prominent Arian 

bishop, who was alive and in hiding.  The emperor Constan�ne summoned him to �

the Council of Tyre in 335.  The bishops, most who were Arians, condemned him, and the emperor who had acqui;ed �

him ini�ally reversed himself and had him exiled to Trier, Germany, in 336.�

�

A�er Constan�ne died, his son, Constan�us II, allowed St. Athanasius to return to Alexandria in 338.  The same year �

a synod was called in An�och, deposed him as bishop, and sent him into exile.  An Arian bishop was installed in his place �

who later died in 346, and St. Athanasius was permi;ed to return a second �me.  He remained in Alexandria for ten years, 

but his opponents were relentless.�

�

Two more councils were called, the first in Arles in 353, the second in Milan in 355, and the Arian majori�es condemned �

St. Athanasius each �me.  Subsequently a band of soldiers a;acked his church in 356, he escaped to the Libyan desert, �

and spent six years in hiding, protected by his priests and monks.�

�

The Arian bishop of Alexandria was murdered, Constan�us II died, and the new emperor Julian allowed St. Athanasius �

to return in 361.  Julian ordered a return to pagan prac�ces.  St. Athanasius defied the order and was exiled by Julian from 

October 362 to June 363.  Finally, the next emperor, Valens, 

sided with the Arians and sent Athanasius into exile a fi�h 

�me in 365.  The emperor revoked his order four months 

later, Athanasius returned to Alexandria in 366, and spent 

his last seven years as bishop in Alexandria at peace.�

�

St. Athanasius was a prolific writer, a true scholar, a clear 

teacher, and a powerful defender of the faith.  He wrote 

many homilies and le;ers, and composed three major 

works: On the Incarnaon, the Discourse Against the Arians 

which explained the Trinity and Jesus as Son of God, �

and the Life of Anton, a biography of St. Anthony of the 

Desert which also explained the beginnings of the �

monas�c movement.�

�

St. Athanasius is one of the four great doctors of the �

Eastern Church, along with St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory 

Nazianzen, and St. John Chrysostom.  He is remembered �

as the “Champion of Nicea” and the “Doctor of the 

Incarna�on.”  He may not have been a martyr, but he 

suffered greatly for the faith.  He died on May 2, 373.�

�“St. Athanasius”�

Chapel of the Resurrec�on, �

Pusey House in Oxford �

Photo by: Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P. �



STEWARDSHIP 
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�

In difficult circumstances, stewardship to one’s parish community remains 

important. Through it, parishioners have an opportunity to give back to 

God in recogni�on for all that God con�nues to give to them. �

�

As the COVID�19 situa�on unfolds, we are blessed to see parishioners 

con�nuing to engage in stewardship, many op�ng for electronic giving 

since they can’t physically place their offering in a basket at Mass. We 

know this is new for some and appreciate the extra effort it takes to give 

differently during this �me. Thank you!�

�

To make a one��me dona�on or to set up reoccurring giving, navigate �

to our website. Ques�ons? Reach out to Jeannie Judge, Director of 

Stewardship and Development via email at�jjudge@st�barts.org�or by �

calling the parish office (952�473�6601). Sll hesitant about online giving? 

You can s�ll mail your dona�on to the parish office at 630 E. Wayzata 

Boulevard, Wayzata, MN 55391.�

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
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Weekly Informa�on: 4/26/2020�

Budget:� $30,000�

Amount Collected: � �

     Envelope�      $27,796�

     Plate� $0�

     Electronic� $4,256�

     Children� $0�

  Sub�total� $32,052�

Amount ahead of the weekly budget:        � $2,052�

�

Year�To�Date Informa%on:�

Budget:� $1,657,075�

Amount Collected:� $1,787,627�

Amount ahead of the Y�T�D budget          $130,552�

�

ATTEND VIRTUAL MASS�

Weekend Mass is available Saturdays by 5:00 p.m.�

Children's Mass is available Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.�

st�barts.org/viewmass�

�

FOR THE LATEST UPDATES AND RESOURCES, GO TO:�

st�barts.org/news/coronavirusupdate �

�

STAYING CONNECTED IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER! �

FACEBOOK �

Like or follow the parish at �

St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith 

Community at facebook.com/

stbartholomewcatholicfaith�

Community.  �

Questions? Please contact Kathy Salman, �

Director of Communications, ksalman@st�barts.org, 952�473�6601.�

WEBSITE�

st�barts.org �

Our website is the best way to stay 

current on what’s happening in 

the parish.  It’s easy to view Mass 

online, donate electronically, get 

the latest Coronavirus updates and 

resources, and stay connected.  �

PARISH E�NEWS�

Make sure you receive our parish �

e�newsle;er, emailed Fridays. �

Sign up on our website, �

st�barts.org/parish�life or email 

pdeitering@st�barts.org to make 

sure we have your correct email �

address.�



COMMUNITY LIFE 
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The gi; of fear of the Lord �

reminds us that God is a Father who loves 

us. This gi� enables us to fear offending 

God like a child who loves their parent, 

rather than a slave who fears punishment. �

�

We will now be hos�ng this session �

of Gi�s of the Holy Spirit Series online 

through Zoom. �

�

Visit our website at st�barts.org/events �

for Zoom instruc�ons. Be sure to tune �

in on May 14 to hear more!�

�

�

�

As the rapidly evolving 

COVID�19 situa�on permits, 

St. Bart's is s�ll planning to 

go to Mexico this August. �

�

To account for the 

uncertainty with travel 

during this �me, the 

mission trip deadline has 

been extended un�l �

May 31, 2020. �

�

If you have any ques�ons or 

are interested but not 

ready to register, feel free 

to contact Emily Dalsky at�

edalsky@st�barts.org or 

952�473�6601.��



FAITH FORMATION 

�

Magnificat and Other Resources�

�

During this challenging �me, Magnificat is honored to provide complimentary access to our online version �

to help people pray from home. Visit us.magnificat.net/free.  �

 �

For a lis�ng of other resources such as FORMED, Litany in the Time of Need, Making a Spiritual Communion and more, �

visit st�barts.org/covid19resources.�

EVANGELIZATION / CATECHESIS 

5�

A Cultural Reawakening�

By Emily Dalsky, Director of Evangelizaon & Catechesis�

�

Recently, as I was running by the Lake of the Isles, I witnessed a few heartwarming 

scenes that surprised me. The scenes themselves weren’t surprising (the ac�vi�es I 

no�ced were quite normal), but it seems moments like these are occurring more 

frequently and more openly than before the coronavirus.�

�

First, I observed a young man recognize a passerby from the shirt he was wearing. �

They hadn’t seen each other in years and began catching up. Next, I watched an elderly 

gentleman play guitar by himself on a bench. As he played, a younger man � donned in �

a construc�on uniform � approached him from behind, guitar in hand. The construc�on 

worker sat down on the grass next to the man, and they began playing the same tune. I assumed they were strangers, �

for they didn’t greet one another.�

�

Then, I no�ced friends siTng together in a circle with chairs and coolers; they were laughing. Finally, I observed a young 

family with three children all appearing to be under the age of four. The family played duck�duck�goose, and as the dad 

chased the mom around the �ght circle, the children squealed with delight.�

�

These brief scenes were like a cool drink of water to the soul. To see strangers coming together, friends reuni�ng, families 

playing… an aura of life is about us. While there remains the ever�looming coronavirus, something good is happening, 

despite the threat. It seems we are becoming more open, more willing to engage the other. It seems we are finally looking 

up from our screens and gazing outside of ourselves, toward others and perhaps even toward God.�

�

Could this strange period of semi�quaran�ne bring about a cultural healing? Could ruthless self�dependency give way to 

vulnerability in community? Could judgement become compassion? What if our despair became hope, not simply hope in 

the human spirit, but the reality that, at our core, we are loved and belong to God? I pray this pandemic opens our hearts 

anew, and our culture would awaken from the deep slumber of self�preferen�alism and turn again to God.�



ST. BARTHOLOMEW SCHOOL 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
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SENIOR BLESSING, Sunday, May 17�

�

The St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith 

Community would like to honor the 

gradua�ng class of 2020 amidst the 

COVID�19 pandemic! If you are a 

gradua�ng senior and a member of 

St. Bart's, please join us virtually via 

the May 17 Sunday Mass recording to be blessed by�

 Fr. Mike.�You can find the recording at �

st�barts.org/viewmass.�Following, there will be a virtual 

slideshow honoring our St. Bart's seniors.� �

�

Please submit a copy of your senior picture, along with 

the answers to the following ques�ons, to Kathy Jordan 

(jordankr81@hotmail.com):�

��

What high school are you gradua�ng from?�

What are your post high school plans?�

What is your favorite Bible verse or quote?�

�

Deadline for submission is May 3, 2020!�

High School Seniors�

ApplicaBons Due May 8�

�

Applica�ons for the Pierre & Catherine Fan*ni Scholarship �

were sent to all registered high school seniors in the �

parish. �

�

Due to the COVID�19 pandemic the deadline for the Pierre 

and Catherine Fan�ni Scholarship applica�ons has been 

extended to Friday, May 8.��

�

You can also find the applica�on on our website at �

www.st�barts.org/news/scholarship.�



ADMINISTRATION 
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Pastor, Fr. Mike Van Sloun����������������������������������205�

Deacon, Rick Witucki�������������������������������������������321�

Parish Administrator, Marion Clark������������������� 206�

School Principal, Patrick Fox��������������������������������212�

Dir. of Pastoral Ministry, Chris+ne Ducharme�����222�

Dir. of Liturgy & Music, Richard Clarke���������������207�

Dir. of Children & Adult Faith Forma�on, �

Andrew Allen�������������������������������������������������������203�

Dir. of Youth Ministry & Middle/High School �

Faith Forma�on, Ana Gagliardi  ��������������������������221�

�

Dir. of Communica�ons, Kathy Salman���������������223�

�

Dir. of Stewardship and Development, �

Jeannie Judge�������������������������������������������������������228�

Dir. of Community Engagement & OPCY Safe �

Environment Coordinator, Sue Sco1�������������������326�

Dir. of Evangeliza�on & Catechesis, �

Emily Dalsky���������������������������������������������������������204�

Liturgy/Admin. Assist., Terri Kedzuf��������������������202�

Admin. Asst., Peg Deitering���������������������������������201�

Database & Technology Coordinator,�

Tyler Persohn�������������������������������������������������������200�

Maintenance, Peter Therault�

P������� S��

: 952�473�6601   P���� ���.�

To email any parish*/school staff: �

first le+er of first name followed by last name, 

then @st�barts.org  (e.g. mvansloun@st�barts.org)�

*except Deacon Rick Witucki: deaconricky@aol.com�

United in Prayer… �

�

Although the Coronavirus temporarily separates us, our 

faith and prayer con�nue to unite us. St. Bart's Prayer 

Network is here for you. To make a prayer request, please 

complete a Prayer Request website form or call the parish 

office at 952�473�6601. To join the Prayer Network, 

complete the website form. Both can be accessed from the 

Prayer Network link. �

Connected in Care Calling Campaign�

�

To stay connected during this �me, St. Bart's staff �

has been calling parishioners to check�in, ask for 

prayer requests, provide any needed resource 

informa�on and share stories.  This has �

provided for many wonderful conversa�ons, �

and has been beneficial for both staff and 

parishioners.  Our calling campaign will con�nue 

throughout the coming weeks.  �

COMMUNITY LIFE 
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FoFor All Your Heating r All Your Heating 
& Cooling Needs& Cooling Needs

• 24/7 Service Available 

• Residential/Commercial 

• Full Service Contractor 

• Installation & Maintenance

www.marshheating.com 
763-536-0667

info@marshheating.com

RETTINGER 
Funeral Home

952-473-6954
425 Lake Street, Long Lake
Family owned and operated since 1906

NEW Expanded Game Room! 
Great Breakfast! (Sat. & Sun.) 

tuttlesbowling.com 
107 Shady Oak Rd. • 952-938-4090

WAYZATA OFFICE
952-473-3000

David Hoy, PhD, MA, LP
763.544.1006
www.davidhoy.com

  Serving Wayzata for 29 years
  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

844 E. Lake Street                   Wayzata
Remember we also deliver

952-476-0840

Planning - Wealth - Lifestyle

Tim Foster
612.746.2200

Parishioner

www.thepartnersgroupfk.com

A+ Rating

Glen A. Norton PLLC 
We do family law
divorce  collaborative  law   custody cases   paternity law

601 Carlson Parkway, Suite 1077 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(763) 450-6600
www.minnesotacollaborativedivorce.com
www.glenanorton.com

763-420-6834

www.kottemannortho.com

 

Concerned about someone’s 
alcohol or drug dependency? 

We can help.

RECOVERY STARTS HERE
(952) 767-0015 

Wayzata, MN
www.theretreat.org

Barbers Inn
Frank Weiland

210 Promanade 
Wayzata 

(952) 475-2326

Lake Minnetonka

6:00am-4:00pm
Tuesday-Friday
Appointments are best
6:00am-Noon
Saturday
No Appointments

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518
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 Residential & 
    Lakeshore 
       Specialist

www.Brian-Benson.com
Brian BensonBrian Benson  
     President’s Circle     President’s Circle

612-227-8629

Complete Residential Building & Remodeling
(763) 479-1393

$100 Donation to church for qualifying project 
dbraskob.com 

 
a full service law firm

Tom Archbold 
 Parishioner

612-492-7142

Minnetonka Travel
952-475-3500

415 E. Lake St. • Wayzata, MN
www.minnetonkatravel.com

FUNERAL CHAPELS, INC.
37th Ave. No. and Vicksburg Ln, Plymouth

763-553-1411 • www.gearty-delmore.com

OUT OF WATER?
DON STODOLA 
Well Drilling Co. Inc.
RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE WELL 
& PUMP SERVICE
WELL ABANDONMENT
CALL 24 HOURS
ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED
www.stodolawell.com

Estimates • Insured
(952) 466-WELL (952) 938-2111

OVER 70 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates 
References Available 

Fully Insured
DENNIS THE PAINTER 
DENNIS HEIGL PAINTING, LLC

Interior:   Painting & Staining • Water Damage
 Wallpaper & Texture Removal

Exterior:  Painting & Staining
DENNIS HEIGL Golden Valley

Cell (612) 819-2438

Compliments of

Northern Con-Agg

DESIGN 
BUILD 

REMODEL
Lic. #BC594831

Dan Vanderheyden
(763) 228-8555

www.blackdoghomes.com

Commercial Mechanical Contractor, 
Serving the Entire Metro Area

(952) 831-0001
http://absmech.com/

763-478-9558
ditterinc.com

BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”
• Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S. 612-869-7531

HOME LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANERS
“Family owned & operated since 1955”

(952) 473-9511 

www.wayzatahomelaundry.com

820 East Wayzata Boulevard • Wayzata, MN 55391

Mon-Fri:  
7am-7pm

Sat: 
8am-4pm

Voted #1 
Dry Cleaning 

Service

A holistic approach to wealth management

Nancy Bergstrom - Parishioner 
 612.217.2172 

www.befinancialwealth.com

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

AAA Jewelery, Coin 
& Collectibles

BUY - SELL
Jewelry, Watches, Coins and more

1250 Wayzata Blvd E (Wayzata Home Center) 
AAAJCC.com | (952) 404-1323 

Family Owned and Operated

Family Owned & Operated Since 1964 
Wayzata n 952-473-5577

www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
Compassionately Serving You

David Lee Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

INSURE CAREFULLY, DREAM FEARLESSLY. 
CALL (952) 544-4466 TODAY FOR YOUR FREE
PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

Mark Heinsch, Sales Specialist - All Lines
 Rachel Malec Agency, LLC

 1250 Wayzata Blvd E, Wayzata, MN 55391
 mheinsch@amfam.com

 rachelmalec.com

763-231-3340Mike McKee
Remodeling & Additions 

Member of NARI  612-723-5248  

Bug-Bee Hive Resort 
Lodge & Event Center

Family Vacations. Group Gatherings. 
Business Functions.

320-243-4448 • www.bugbeehiveresort.com

WEBSITE HELP
www.oxsome.com • 612-940-6108


