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ST. BARTHOLOMEW�

THE APOSTLE JESUS SAW UNDER A FIG TREE�

�

When Jesus met Bartholomew for the first �me, Jesus told him, “I saw you under the fig 

tree” (Jn 1:48b).  It is a peculiar and intriguing comment.  Why would this behavior be 

worthy of no�ce or deserving of a comment?  What is spiritually significant about si(ng 

under a fig tree?�

�

A shady place is a good place to pray and study.  Fig trees have many leaves and a dense 

canopy.  It is hot in Israel much of the year.  Most homes were made of stone, out in the 

open, not protected from the sun, and without fans or air condi�oning.  During the heat of 

the day a person could get relief in the shade.  It was an ideal place to read Scripture, 

contemplate it in prayer, study its meaning, and apply it to daily living.  “To sit under a fig 

tree” is a Jewish figure of speech for medita�ng on Scripture.  It is presumed that 

Bartholomew spent many hours under the fig tree in prayer with Scripture, was 

thoroughly familiar with its en�rety, both the Law and the prophets, and understood that 

the Messiah had been promised and was coming.  When Jesus told Bartholomew that he 

had seen him under the fig tree, Jesus was telling him that he “caught him” reading 

Scripture as he was in the habit of doing.�

�

Fig leaves are a reminder of sin.  When Adam and Eve realized that the serpent had tricked 

them and that they had sinned, “they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 

themselves” (Gn 3:7b).  Fig leaves represent sin.  Bartholomew went under the fig tree to 

reflect upon his life, bring his sins to mind, admit them to God, express his regret, apologize for them, offer repentance, 

and pledge to do be9er.  When Jesus told Bartholomew that he had seen him under the fig tree, Jesus knew that he was 

confessing his sins to God, that he was sorry for his sins, and that his sins were forgiven (see Ps 32:5).�

�

Fig leaves provide overhead protec�on.  Fig leaves provide shelter from the searing rays of the sun and the pounding rain 

during a downpour.  Similarly, the many leaves in the canopy overhead represent the protec�on that the Mosaic Law 

provides to those who stay under it and abide by it.  When Jesus said that he had seen Bartholomew under the fig tree, it 

meant that Jesus was aware that he was well�schooled in the Law, was fully commi9ed to following it, wished to stay 

under its spiritual protec�on, and that he was a righteous man.�

�

We need to spend �me in the shade.  Bartholomew spent �me under the fig tree.  We do not know what he was doing for 

sure, but it is likely that it was quiet �me spent in prayer and reflec�on.  Bartholomew probably was following the 

tradi�onal Jewish prac�ce of reading and praying with Scripture under a fig tree.  Or, he may have taken an extended 

amount of �me to reflect about his life, par�cularly the sins that he had commi9ed, been filled with remorse, sought 

forgiveness, and expressed his inten�on to live a holier life.  Or, he may have been reviewing the Mosaic Law and been 

making a pledge to God to adhere to the Commandments more faithfully in the future.  Like Bartholomew, it is good for us 

to reserve a block of �me to be in the shade of the fig tree, to get away from people and our tasks, break away from the 

regular rou�ne, sit down alone, be quiet, eliminate distrac�ons, and spend quality �me with God, not just speaking but 

also listening.  Fig tree �me can also be an excellent opportunity to read the Bible or do other spiritual reading.  The 

op�ons are many.  The need is cri�cal.  The urgency is high.  The �me is now.  If we sit under the fig tree, Jesus will see us, 

and when he does, he will be pleased.�

St. Bartholomew�

St. Bartholomew Catholic Church�

Wayzata, MN�
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE AND MARTYR�

�

APOSTLE’S NAME MISSING FOR FEAST DAY�

�

It is an oddity, to say the least.  Can you imagine a birthday party without men�oning 

the name of the person who is celebra�ng the birthday?  Or can you imagine a wedding 

without men�oning the names of the bride and groom?  Well, that is what happens on 

the Feast of St. Bartholomew.  The name “Bartholomew” is not men�oned in any of the 

Scripture readings, not in the first reading from the Book of Revela�on, not in the 

Responsorial Psalm, and most notably, not in the Gospel.�

�

And that is not all.  The gospel, instead of featuring St. Bartholomew, features 

Nathanael.  He is men�oned in two chapters of the Fourth Gospel, John, Chapters One 

and Twenty�One.  He is never men�oned in the gospels of Ma9hew, Mark, or Luke.  �

His name means “giD of God.”  He was from Cana of Galilee.  Barely anything is known 

about him.  Who is Nathanael?  Why does the gospel feature Nathanael on St. 

Bartholomew’s feast day?�

�

There are mul�ple theories about Nathanael’s iden�ty.  Because Jesus called him a 

“true Israelite” (Jn 1:47), Nathanael may be a literary symbol for all faithful, dedicated 

Jews who are striving to be true Israelites.  Or because Jesus said, “There is no duplicity 

in him” (Jn 1:47), Nathanael may serve as an “everyman,” a representa�ve figure for all 

those who are striving for greater authen�city and holiness.�

�

Biblical scholars have proposed several other explana�ons.  Maybe Nathanael 

represents St. Paul, an Israelite who accepted Jesus.  Or maybe he represents the 

Beloved Disciple, an unnamed character, also in John’s gospel (Jn 19:26,27; 20:2), �

who many believe is a representa�ve figure for all disciples who love Jesus.  Or maybe 

he represents St. Ma9hew since both of their names mean “giD of God.”  But these 

explana�ons are flawed.  They assume that Nathanael 

represents someone else, but in fact, as indicated by his 

presence when Jesus appeared aDer the Resurrec�on �

(see Jn 21:2), Nathanael was a real person and one of �

the apostles.�

�

There is a good explana�on for why the gospel on the 

Feast of St. Bartholomew features Nathanael, and this 

explana�on has been widely accepted by Chris�ans for 

centuries.  As men�oned above, Nathanael is men�oned 

only in the Fourth Gospel and not in the Synop�c gospels 

of Ma9hew, Mark, and Luke.  St. Bartholomew is only 

men�oned in the Synop�c gospels but not in the Fourth 

Gospel.  Nathanael is paired with Philip in the Fourth 

Gospel (Jn 1:45), while Bartholomew is paired or listed 

with Philip in the Synop�c gospels (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; �

Lk 6:14).  Consequently, Nathanael and Bartholomew are 

thought to be different names for the same person.  �

When the name Nathanael is men�oned on August 24, �

it is appropriate to think St. Bartholomew.  Their names �

are interchangeable.�

Readings for the week of August 23, 2020�

�

Sunday: � Is 22:19�23/Ps 138:1�2, 2�3, 6, 8 [8bc]/�

� � Rom 11:33�36/Mt 16:13�20�

Monday: � Rv 21:9b�14/Ps 145:10�11, 12�13, 17�18 [12]/

� � Jn 1:45�51�

Tuesday: � 2 Thes 2:1�3a, 14�17/Ps 96:10, 11�12, �

� � 13 [13b]/Mt 23:23�26�

Wednesday: � 2 Thes 3:6�10, 16�18/Ps 128:1�2, 4�5 [1]/

� � Mt 23:27�32�

Thursday: � 1 Cor 1:1�9/Ps 145:2�3, 4�5, 6�7 [1]/�

� � Mt 24:42�51�

Friday: �� 1 Cor 1:17�25/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 10�11 [5]/�

� � Mt 25:1�13�

Saturday: � 1 Cor 1:26�31/Ps 71:1�2, 3�4a, 5�6ab, �

� � 15ab and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17�29�

Next Sunday: � Jer 20:7�9/Ps 63:2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [2b]/�

� � Rom 12:1�2/Mt 16:21�27�

WEEKLY READINGS 

FR. MIKE VAN SLOUNAO 

2�

I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, �

you should also do.   John 13:15�

St. Bartholomew�

St. John the Evangelist Cathedral�

Milwaukee, WI�
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STEWARDSHIP 
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�

In difficult circumstances, stewardship to one’s parish community remains �

important. Through it, parishioners have an opportunity to give back to 

God in recogni�on for all that God con�nues to give to them. �

�

As the COVID�19 situa�on unfolds, we are blessed to see parishioners 

con�nuing to engage in stewardship, many op�ng for electronic giving 

since they can’t physically place their offering in a basket at Mass. We 

know this is new for some and appreciate the extra effort it takes to give 

differently during this �me. Thank you!�

�

To make a one��me dona�on or to set up reoccurring giving, navigate �

to our website. Ques�ons? Reach out to Jeannie Judge, Director of 

Stewardship, and Development via email at�jjudge@st�barts.org�or by �

calling the parish office (952�473�6601). S�ll hesitant about online giving? 

You can s�ll mail your dona�on to the parish office at 630 E. Wayzata 

Boulevard, Wayzata, MN 55391.�

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Weekly Informa�on: 8/16/2020�

Budget:� $35,000�

Amount Collected: � �

     Envelope�      $24,267�

     Plate� $88�

     Electronic� $19,140�

     Children� $0�

  Sub�total� $43,495�

Amount ahead the weekly budget:        � $8,495�

�

Year�To�Date Informa"on:�

Budget:� $221,675�

Amount Collected:� $216,103�

Amount behind the Y�T�D budget          � ($5,572)�

�

JOIN US FOR MASS�

�

ATTEND VIRTUAL MASS�

Weekend Mass is available Saturdays by 5:00 p.m.�

st�barts.org/viewmass�

�

ATTEND LIMITED PUBLIC MASS�

�

Weekday Mass:�

Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8:00 a.m.�(Doors open at 7:45)�

�

Sundays: �

8:30 & 10:30 a.m.�

Registra!on no longer required �

�

For all Public Masses: Sea�ng limited to 150; Masks are required.� �

Learn more at st�barts.org/a
endpublicmass�

STAYING CONNECTED IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER! �

FACEBOOK�PARISH E�NEWS�

facebook.com/

stbartholomewcatholicfaithcommunity�

st�barts.org/parish�life�

Sign up to receive our parish �

e�newsle9er, emailed Fridays.�

�

Get involved, view upcoming events, 

and more! �

Connect with us on social media!�

�

Follow and like us on Facebook! �

Questions? Please contact Kathy Salman, Director of Communications, ksalman@st�barts.org, 952�473�6601.�

OUR WEBSITE�

st�barts.org�

The best way to stay current on 

what’s happening in the parish!�

 �

Get the latest updates and 

resources, and stay connected!  �



COMMUNITY LIFE 
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Curious About the Meaning of Your Life?�

��

Seek answers at�Discovering�Christ, a new parish�wide ini�a�ve coming this fall. Throughout this seven week experience, 

journey in fellowship and conversa�on as you’re invited to hear the message of hope.�

��

Discovering�Christ�will run for seven consecu�ve weeks. We will be offering two kinds of sessions: in�person and online. 

There will also be a half�day retreat hosted both in�person and virtually on Saturday, October 24.��

��

In�Person Sessions:�  Sundays  | 6:30 � 8 p.m. | Fellowship Hall |�Space is limited to accommodate social distancing.��

Online Sessions:�       Mondays | 6:30 � 8 p.m. | Zoom�

��

Session Topics�& Dates�

��

1.� What is the Meaning of Life? (Sept 20/21)�

2.� Why Does Jesus Ma9er? (Sept 27/28)�

3.� What Does Jesus Want Us to Know? (Oct 4/5)�

4.� Why Do I Need a Savior? (Oct 11/12)�

5.� Why is the Resurrec�on Important?�(Oct 18/19)�

6.� New Life in the Spirit (Oct 25/26)�

7.� Our Need for the Church (Nov 1/2)��

��

We invite you to join us in this journey!�For more informa�on �

or to register, please visit st�barts.org/events/discovering�christ �

�

Ques�ons? Contact Emily Dalsky, Director of Evangeliza�on & Catechesis 

at�edalsky@st�barts.org�or 952�473�6601.�

The Grace of God Working Through You �

Recap & Thank You from School’s Cool 2020�

�

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices �

are pleasing to God.” Hebrews 13:16�

�

The grace of God is working as ever during this wrinkle in �me. The outpouring 

of support for School’s Cool and the Banyan Community is always gracious! This 

year � with your generous dona�ons � the School’s Cool team purchased the 

majority of the backpacks and school supplies for the 143 students of Banyan. 

We also had 50 backpacks donated, loaded with supplies and sweet notes of 

good wishes for the Banyan kids. It was amazing, and YES, the supplies will be 

put to good use!�

�

Why do we do what we do? The Banyan Community supports par�cipa�ng 

Phillips neighborhood children by offering educa�onal programming and 

assistance in their aDer�school programs. While these students face many 

challenges, with the support of the Banyan Community, the gap for these kids 

will not become a chasm. Thank you for being a part of this incredible solu�on!�



MASS INTENTIONS 
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FAITH FORMATION 

BECOMING  CATHOL IC �

R i te  o f  Ch r i s t i an  I n i t i a t i on  o f  Adu l t s  ( 18+ ) �

�

2020�2021 Group Forming Now!�

Contact Andrew Allen aallen@st�barts.org�

If you are an unbap!zed adult who wants to become Chris!an, a bap!zed non�Catholic 

desiring full communion with the Church, an adult who has never received Confirma!on, 

or anyone interested in exploring the Catholic Faith, then this is for you!�

Sunday�� August 23�

� 8:30� a.m.� Mass� � (For the People)�

� 10:30� a.m.� Mass� � (Christopher Kozar)�

�

Tuesday� August 25�

� 8:00� a.m.� Mass� � (Marvin & Glenda Ge1en)�

�

Wednesday� August 26�

� 8:00� a.m.� Mass� � (Jim Hammes)�

�

Friday� � August 28�

� 8:00� a.m. � Mass� � (Herb Ackerman)�

�

Sunday�� August 30�

� 8:30� a.m.� Mass� � (For the People)�



FAITH FORMATION 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW SCHOOL 



ADMINISTRATION 

Pastor, Fr. Mike Van Sloun�����������������������������������205�

Deacon, Rick Witucki�������������������������������������������321�

Parish Administrator, Marion Clark�������������������� 206�

School Principal, Patrick Fox��������������������������������212�

Dir. of Pastoral Ministry, Chris+ne Ducharme�����222�

Dir. of Liturgy & Music, Richard Clarke����������������207�

Dir. of Children & Adult Faith Forma on, �

Andrew Allen�������������������������������������������������������203�

Dir. of Youth Ministry & Middle/High School �

Faith Forma on, Bernie Gauthé��������������������������221�

�

Dir. of Communica ons, Kathy Salman����������������223�

�

Dir. of Stewardship and Development, �

Jeannie Judge�������������������������������������������������������228�

Dir. of Community Engagement & OPCY Safe �

Environment Coordinator, Sue Sco3�������������������326�

Dir. of Evangeliza on & Catechesis, �

Emily Dalsky���������������������������������������������������������204�

Liturgy/Admin. Assist., Terri Kedzuf��������������������202�

Admin. Asst., Peg Deitering���������������������������������200�

Database & Technology Coordinator,�

Tyler Persohn�������������������������������������������������������201�

Maintenance, Peter Therault�

P������� S����: 952�473�6601   P �!" "#�.�

To email any parish*/school staff: �

first le+er of first name followed by last name, 

then @st�barts.org  (e.g. mvansloun@st�barts.org)�

*except Deacon Rick Witucki: deaconricky@aol.com�

ReporDng Child Abuse� Call 612�348�3552�

�

If someone you know has been abused at a Catholic parish or school, �

please call Vic�m Hotline at 651�291�4491.�

COMMUNITY LIFE 

P*+,-.*/ C-1234/�

 2019�2020�

�

Jane Bohnett   �

Graeme Braithwaite, Scribe�

Suzanne Eide�

Lee Glover, Trustee�

Paul Howman�

Michelle Letendre�

Susan Mack�

Gary Moore�

Anita Sperry�

Sara Stewart�

Cathy Whiting, Chair�

SERVICES 

�

         Weekend Liturgies:  �    Sundays 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. �

 �

         Weekday Liturgies:  �    Tues., Wed., Fri.: 8:00 a.m.� �

�

   Eucharistic Adoration:�     Fri. 8:30 a.m.�  12 noon.�

�

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Cancelled at this time.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  �Parish membership required. 

� � � Contact the Parish Office.�

�

  Sacrament of Baptism:� Preparation session required 

� � � prior to Baptism.  �

� � � Call the Parish Office.�

�

�                 Illness:� Pastoral visits for the sick and 

� � � homebound. �

� � � Call the Parish Office.�

�

For after�hours and weekend emergencies, call 952�473�6601. �

Follow menu instruc"ons to receive �

pastoral response as soon as possible.�
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FoFor All Your Heating r All Your Heating 
& Cooling Needs& Cooling Needs

• 24/7 Service Available 

• Residential/Commercial 

• Full Service Contractor 

• Installation & Maintenance

www.marshheating.com 
763-536-0667

info@marshheating.com

RETTINGER 
Funeral Home

952-473-6954
425 Lake Street, Long Lake
Family owned and operated since 1906

NEW Expanded Game Room! 
Great Breakfast! (Sat. & Sun.) 

tuttlesbowling.com 
107 Shady Oak Rd. • 952-938-4090

WAYZATA OFFICE
952-473-3000

David Hoy, PhD, MA, LP
763.544.1006
www.davidhoy.com

  Serving Wayzata for 29 years
  Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

844 E. Lake Street                   Wayzata
Remember we also deliver

952-476-0840

Planning - Wealth - Lifestyle

Tim Foster
612.746.2200

Parishioner

www.thepartnersgroupfk.com

A+ Rating

Glen A. Norton PLLC 
We do family law
divorce  collaborative  law   custody cases   paternity law

601 Carlson Parkway, Suite 1077 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(763) 450-6600
www.minnesotacollaborativedivorce.com
www.glenanorton.com

763-420-6834

www.kottemannortho.com

 

Concerned about someone’s 
alcohol or drug dependency? 

We can help.

RECOVERY STARTS HERE
(952) 767-0015 

Wayzata, MN
www.theretreat.org

Barbers Inn
Frank Weiland

210 Promanade 
Wayzata 

(952) 475-2326

Lake Minnetonka

6:00am-4:00pm
Tuesday-Friday
Appointments are best
6:00am-Noon
Saturday
No Appointments

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518
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 Residential & 
    Lakeshore 
       Specialist

www.Brian-Benson.com
Brian BensonBrian Benson  
     President’s Circle     President’s Circle

612-227-8629

Complete Residential Building & Remodeling
(763) 479-1393

$100 Donation to church for qualifying project 
dbraskob.com 

 
a full service law firm

Tom Archbold 
 Parishioner

612-492-7142

Minnetonka Travel
952-475-3500

415 E. Lake St. • Wayzata, MN
www.minnetonkatravel.com

FUNERAL CHAPELS, INC.
37th Ave. No. and Vicksburg Ln, Plymouth

763-553-1411 • www.gearty-delmore.com

OUT OF WATER?
DON STODOLA 
Well Drilling Co. Inc.
RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE WELL 
& PUMP SERVICE
WELL ABANDONMENT
CALL 24 HOURS
ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED
www.stodolawell.com

Estimates • Insured
(952) 466-WELL (952) 938-2111

OVER 70 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates 
References Available 

Fully Insured
DENNIS THE PAINTER 
DENNIS HEIGL PAINTING, LLC

Interior:   Painting & Staining • Water Damage
 Wallpaper & Texture Removal

Exterior:  Painting & Staining
DENNIS HEIGL Golden Valley

Cell (612) 819-2438

Compliments of

Northern Con-Agg

DESIGN 
BUILD 

REMODEL
Lic. #BC594831

Dan Vanderheyden
(763) 228-8555

www.blackdoghomes.com

Commercial Mechanical Contractor, 
Serving the Entire Metro Area

(952) 831-0001
http://absmech.com/

763-478-9558
ditterinc.com

BLAYLOCK 
PLUMBING CO.

“Dependable Service Since 1938”
• Repairs • Remodeling • Sewer Work

7731 4th Ave. S. 612-869-7531

HOME LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANERS
“Family owned & operated since 1955”

(952) 473-9511 

www.wayzatahomelaundry.com

820 East Wayzata Boulevard • Wayzata, MN 55391

Mon-Fri:  
7am-7pm

Sat: 
8am-4pm

Voted #1 
Dry Cleaning 

Service

A holistic approach to wealth management

Nancy Bergstrom - Parishioner 
 612.217.2172 

www.befinancialwealth.com

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Family Owned & Operated Since 1964 
Wayzata n 952-473-5577

www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
Compassionately Serving You

David Lee Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

INSURE CAREFULLY, DREAM FEARLESSLY. 
CALL (952) 544-4466 TODAY FOR YOUR FREE
PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

Mark Heinsch, Sales Specialist - All Lines
 Rachel Malec Agency, LLC

 1250 Wayzata Blvd E, Wayzata, MN 55391
 mheinsch@amfam.com

 rachelmalec.com

763-231-3340Mike McKee

WEBSITE HELP
www.oxsome.com • 612-940-6108

Meet the #1 Home Insurer in Minnesota!

Ryan Nelson State Farm
Wayzata

763-923-0533 
305 Minnetonka Ave S Suite 150

#1 Asphalt Paving Company 
in Minneapolis & Minnesota; 

Residential & Commercial

Call The Driveway Experts 

952-243-0507

drivewayexpertsmn.com


