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Mission Statement…We, the people of St. Matthew, have the mission to go forth, telling the  
Good News, sharing in the Eucharist, enriching the community through our talents, treasure & time,  

living lives of prayer & action, transforming the community into the living Body of Christ. 

Liturgy/Music 
 Zach Gignac, Director of Liturgy & Music ........ 363-8269 
Pastoral Care Team Representative 
 Valerie Bauer, R.N. ......................................... 378-0860 
Faith Formation 
 Megan Moore, Director of Faith Formation ...... 362-9967 
 Julie Testin, Coordinator of Faith Formation .... 362-9967 
Education 
 Amy Conlon, School Principal ............................ 362-3021 
 Jackie Luzum, Early Childhood Director ............ 363-9309 
 Amy Ball, Preschool Director ............................. 362-3021 

Liturgies  
Weekend—Saturday 4 PM & Sunday 8 & 10:30AM 
Weekday—Tuesday thru Friday 8:00AM 
Reconciliations—Saturday at 2:45PM or by appointment 
Pastoral—Rev. Don Czapla, Pastor .................... 363-8269 
 DCN Rich Wallace, Deacon .......................... 929-1703 
 DCN Steve Bauer, Deacon............................ 329-4371 
 Kate Tyler, Pastoral Associate ...................... 363-5238 
Administrative  
 Kelly Yordi, Business Manager ........................ 363-8269 
Baptism, Marriage & Other Sacraments ............ 363-8269 

2310 1st Avenue NE, Cedar Rapids, IA  52402  |  PHONE: 319-363-8269  |  WEBSITE: www.stmatthewcr.org 
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WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW PARISH 

ADULT GIVING AND PLATE  
 

COLLECTIONS JULY 6—12, 2020 
$17,793 

 

Weekly Need: $16,442 
 

Please remember St. Matthew Parish in your planned giving, 
your will, and in memorials  

Year To Date 
Adult Giving 

$26,573 

Year To Date 
Budget 
$32,885 

(+/-) 
Variance 
-$6,312 

2020-2021 
Total Planned 

$855,000 

JUNE NEED 
$68,077 

JUNE RECEIVED 
$52,085 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION 
Birthright of Cedar Rapids—393-3251 

Bridgehaven of Cedar Rapids—364-8967 
Pregnant & don’t know what to do? -  1-888-4 OPTIONS 

WEEKEND REFLECTION: 
Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist to-
gether. While we wrestle with these two dimensions of reality 
inwardly, they are also witnessed in the actions and words of 
others. Many, all too often, beat themselves up because of their 
sin. We are also all too quick to pass judgment on others whom 
we perceive to be in error and walking down a wrong path. God 
does not make rash judgments, nor should we. Patience is the 
order of the day as is an understanding that God is ultimately 
the caller of the shots. 
Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and the 
weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph. As long as we 
can cultivate even a little faith and a small measure of desire for 
God, He can produce abundant blessings and good things. 
Even when the weeds seem to have triumphed, there still may 
be a small measure of faith remaining that can be cultivated 
and grown. It doesn’t take much! Unless a person totally allows 
the weeds to reign, there is always to be found at least a small 
measure of faith, good, light, and love. With even this small 
portion, God can produce abundant growth. 
Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they grow very 
quickly. Any gardener knows this to be true. Sometimes, the 
weeds even seem more attractive and vibrant. Dealing with 
weeds can quickly become a losing battle, and they can look 
healthier and grow faster than the very plants we are trying to 
protect. It’s easy to give into them and let them win. While God 
will deal with all things in due time, we are responsible for keep-
ing things in check in the short term. It is our task to keep our 
eyes fixed on God’s presence and mercy. We are asked to 
avoid judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to deal with the 
weeds in someone else’s garden, only our own. One garden is 
enough responsibility for anyone. 
Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they can 
appear attractive and healthy, they can quickly choke us off 
from God’s presence. Our task is one of maintenance and culti-
vating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of faith can 
grow into something wonderful. In God’s time, the eternal har-
vest will come, and we will no longer have to worry about the 
weeds. 
©LPi 

Fr. Douglas Loecke 
Pastor 
319-363-8269 
dloecke@stmatthewcr.org 

LOOKING FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
WORK IN THE ST. MATTHEW'S 
SCHOOL KITCHEN? 
 St. Matthew's Nutrition and Food 
Safety Program is hoping to fill two full-
time positions consisting of a Food Ser-
vice Professional and Assistant Director for the 2020 - 2021 
school year! These positions both have flexible hours Monday 
through Friday between 6:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Due to our Early 
Childhood Center and Jaguar Xtension Program running through 
the summer months, these positions are available year-round!  
However, there is flexibility allowing for a full summer off as well. 
 We expect all of our Food Service Professionals to participate 
in food preparation for the Early Childhood Center, in addition to 
the School Breakfast and Lunch Programs. Food Service Profes-
sionals are also responsible for serving our outstanding Jaguars, 
as well as meal clean up and kitchen maintenance; including but 
not limited to doing dishes, wiping and sanitizing surfaces, and 
cleaning food storage areas. 
 The Assistant Director will work closely with all of our kitch-
en's Food Service Professionals in addition to the Director, and 
help complete the daily tasks necessary for successful service. In 
addition to working as a member of a team, this position will assist 
with the inspection of incoming orders, maintaining a strict kitchen 
cleaning schedule, and ordering a pre-planned menu during the 
scheduled leave of the Director. 
 

Individuals wishing to apply for either position  
are encouraged to submit a letter of interest and resume to 
Amy Conlon at aconlon@stmatthewcr.org by July 24, 2020. 
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2310 1st Ave NE, Cedar Rapids, IA  52402 | Phone: 319-363-8269 | Web: stmatthewcr.org 

PARISH ELECTIONS 2020-2021 

Matt Juszczyk—I offer the board the advantage of being closely associated with academia and industry. I have been 
employed in both fields as a college instructor and engineer. Both my graduate education pursuits while a full-time 
engineer and my internships as an undergraduate student have made me an advocate of tying formal education in the 
classroom directly to practical, hands-on applications. 
     I am originally from Boyne City, Michigan where in my last two years of high school I taught catechism classes to 
seventh graders. While an intern at Collins Aerospace, I attended the Chapel at Mt. Mercy where I volunteered with 
various charity and service events and through this met my wife Tricia. We attended St. Matthew after graduation and 
married there. Our son Maxwell was baptized there and he now attends St. Matthew Elementary (going into first 
grade). 

    As an undergraduate, I attended Kettering University and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering. (Continued…) 

Kelly Spencer has been an active member of St. Matthew Parish since 2003. She and her husband Adam 
have two daughters: Camille (Freshman at UNI) and Evelyn (Junior at Xavier). Since joining the St. Matthew 
community 17 years ago, Kelly has served as a volunteer for the Renovate and Renew capital campaign 
and for the scrip program, and she has held leadership positions for the Parish Carnival (2008-2012), the 
Parent Association (2012-2015), and the Pastoral Council (2017-2020). Kelly also compiles and distributes 
the St. Matthew Messenger e-newsletter each Saturday morning to help parishioners stay connected. Pro-
fessionally, Kelly is a Mergers and Acquisitions Project Manager for Collins Aerospace. 
“I would be honored to continue serving on the St. Matthew Pastoral Council for a second term! Over the 

past three years, it has been a joy to see our parish evolve and adapt. With an ongoing health pandemic and a new pastor 
coming on board, there will be a continued need for our Pastoral Council to make important decisions on how to most effec-
tively fulfill our mission. I feel well-positioned to influence these decisions on behalf of my fellow parishioners." 

Dan Breitbach is a life-long member of St Matthew Parish. Dan has been married to his wife, Lisa, for 25 
years. Lisa is also active at St Matthew Parish, and is a teacher at St Matthew School. Dan and Lisa have 3 
children, Delany, Regis, and Addison. All three children have attended St Matthew School, as well as Regis 
Middle School and Xavier High School. Dan currently works for Palo Alto Networks as a Territory Sales 
Manager for Iowa. He has been active as a volunteer with the Salvation Army and Metro Catholic 
Outreach. Dan is completing his first term on the Pastoral Council. 
“St Matthew Parish has been a very important part of my extended family since I was a young child. I have 
not served the parish in this capacity and would be honored to do so. St Matthew Parish has a rich  
history and an exciting future and I embrace this opportunity to continue to serve”. 

Heather Feller is a mother of two girls. Sarah is going to be a Sophomore at Xavier and Hannah is going to 
be in 5th grade at St. Matthew this fall. Both girls serve at 8 am mass frequently. Her husband Clark works 
for Mercy, Iowa City. He has become a Eucharistic Minister, on the Knights of Columbus, and is joining the 
Hospitality ministry. She has been a member of St. Matthew since 2019 when she moved here from Iowa 
City. She has done multiple bible / book studies here and has enjoyed everyone. Heather is about to start 
her fourth year at Regis Middle School teaching 7th grade science. Heather has gone on one mission trip 
with Regis to Colorado. Before moving here to Cedar Rapids Heather was the elementary youth group lead-
er at her previous parish that she started in 2012. 

I am very passionate about Catholic Education and serving others. My oldest has taught me more about serving God 
than anyone I know. She is the first one to volunteer for anything at Xavier and church or out in her community. No matter how 
young or how old a person is, there is always a way to serve God. 

Pastoral Council 5 Seats Open—3 Parishioners Seated Uncontested (2 Seats Open) 

St. Matthew School Board 3 Seats Open—3 Parishioners Seated Uncontested 
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Sunday, July 19, 2020 | 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

My name is Angela Ramirez, and I was born and raised in Iowa. I grew up in Montezuma where I attended 
K-12. After graduating from high school, I attended Grinnell College. I graduated in 2004 with a bachelor’s 
degree in economics. 
 I met my husband, Marcus, while we were both attending Grinnell College and we currently reside 
in Cedar Rapids. We have been blessed with 2 wonderful children, Hugo age 6 and Dominic age 18 
months.  When Hugo was born, Marcus and I decided that it was important to make sure that we had him in 
more of a faith based learning environment and St Matt’s was exactly what we were looking for.  Our family 
has really enjoyed growing within this faith based community.   

 I originally started working for Hills Bank as a teller. Since then I have advance to the title of First Vice President with a 
position of Branch Manager of our Blairs Ferry location.  
 I have done a lot of outreach within our community, with an emphasis on local schools. Since 2007, I have been in-
volved with Junior Achievements teaching various financial courses to children grades K-3. Most recently, I worked with United 
Way in their VIP Reading Program.  This program is designed to help improve the reading skills of elementary students.  Not 
only have I been involved in education, I’ve also helped in the planning and organizing of after school activities.  I’ve helped 
host popcorn nights during Xavier basketball games, as well as coordinate, for Hills Bank, all of the receptions for local high 
school sporting teams who have qualified for state.  On top of student activities, I have also helped staff with cookie drop offs, 
back to school lunches, and end year teacher appreciation. 
 I am excited for an opportunity to be a part of the community that my children will be growing up in.  This is a great 
way to stay active and involved in the catholic futures and educations of my own children as well as the community we serve!  I 
look forward to finding ways to give back to the school and to help other families continue moving forward with their education-
al and spiritual growth. 

As a ten-year member of the St. Matthew Parish, Amy Thuente has held several positions within our community. 
Amy is the current President of the St. Matthew School Board and serves on the Xavier School Board and the Xavier 
Personnel Committee.  Amy is a past chair of the St. Matthew Mardi Gras fundraiser and remains active on the com-
mittee as Live and Silent Auction Co-Chair.  Amy also serves on the St. Matthew Elementary Parent Association and 
is a past member of the St. Matthew Pastoral Council.  Within our larger community, Amy is co-chair of the Miles for 
Myeloma race fundraiser, a member of the Boy Scouts of America Hawkeye Area Council Board of Directors, and a 
member of the Mission of Hope Board of Directors. 
 Professionally, Amy has experience with marketing, public and media relations, events management, and 
fundraising. Now a stay-at-home mom, Amy works as a freelance marketing consultant. 

 Amy lives in Cedar Rapids with her husband, Eric. The Thuente’s four children, Evan – 3rd grade, Lila – 2nd grade, Jack – Jr. Kin-
dergarten, and Audra – Preschool , all love attending St. Matthew School. When not busy serving as a mom shuttle, Amy enjoys being 
outdoors, traveling, yoga, board games and reading.        (Continued next page …) 

 

(Matt Juszcyk Continuted)   Through an internship program, I was employed by Collins Aerospace where I have worked professionally for 
sixteen years. While at Collins, I earned a Master of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Iowa State University. I am currently 
pursuing a doctorate degree in Electrical Engineering from the Missouri University of Science and Technology through online learning. 
 My specialization in engineering focuses on electromagnetic wave propagation. My work in this field has led me to become a compa-
ny subject matter expert. Through this role, Collins depends on me to represent the company in front of our customers. Thriving in these 
high pressure environments is a regular part of my job. Through this comes formal training and experience in project management, sched-
ules and budgets, and customer relations. 
 I have also served on several aerospace industry committees where I have worked with diverse groups of volunteers over large phys-
ical distances. Building consensus and compromising between different people with different objectives and motivations has been an ex-
citing experience.   
 I recently finished eight years of teaching at Kirkwood Community College as a part-time mathematics adjunct instructor. This experi-
ence provided an insight into the logistics, politics, and administration of an educational institute. More importantly, I earned an apprecia-
tion for the student-teacher dynamic. I sought to humanize this relationship through unique instruction and non-traditional assessment. 
 My educational philosophy can be summarized with one word: stewardship. We must teach our children to be good stewards in all 
aspects of life. None of this is ours to keep but only ours to manage for a short time on Earth. For elementary students this can be done by 
applying what they are learning but also having adults demonstrate this stewardship. This is why I love the service component of the 
school curriculum. I want our children to have the fundamental skills to be good stewards for whatever and wherever they are in the future. 
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Sunday, July 19, 2020 | 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS 

 
Monday, July 20, 2020 
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b]/Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday, July 21 
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8a]/Mt 12:46-50 
 8:00 A MASS   †  Bill Richmond 
Wednesday, July 22 
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 8:00 A MASS   †  Paul Hutchins 
Thursday, July 23 
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11 [10a]/Mt 13:10-17 
 8:00 A MASS   †  Paul Hoffman 
Friday, July 24 
Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 13:18-23 
 8:00 A MASS   †  Al Parker 
Saturday, July 25 
2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [5]/Mt 20:20-28 
 2:45 P Reconciliation 
 4:00 P MASS        †  Mike Brandes & Sue Bremer Brandes 
Sunday, July 26 
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28
-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 
 8:00 A MASS   †  Claudia Kennedy 
 10:30 A MASS   People of St. Matthew 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
We have begun taking Communion to  

parishioners in their homes. 
If you are currently in your home and not able to attend Mass 
but would like someone to stop by your home with Commun-

ion, please contact Kate at 363-5238 or 
ktyler@stmatthewcr.org 

(Amy Thuente, School Board Member Continued…) 
 During her time on school board, Amy’s goal has been to find ways to 
bring together the church and school through improved communication and 
encouraging joint activities. She also helped bring many policies and activities 
to fruition including ‘Jump Into Matts’, an updated disciplinary policy, and an 
overall push for more STEM activities for our students.  Amy delights in using 
her talents in bettering the community as a volunteer, and would like to contin-
ue to serve as an advocate for our students on the school board.  
 Thank you for your support! 
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Installation-Maintenance-Inspection

Sales & Service
735 Robins Rd.  Hiawatha  378-0820

JOHN WOLLNER, M.D.
DERMATOLOGY AND DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY

319-363-9936
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

716 5TH AVENUE SE 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 52401

John P. Herring, M.D.
Linn County

Anesthesiologists, P.C.

Valenta Plumbing 
& Heating Inc.

1100 H Ave. NE  • 365-6977
Sales & Service

Tom Valenta - Parishioner

Cedar Rapids 
Truck Center

Peterbilt - Hino

I-380 at Airport Road SW

848-4131

LAMPE APPLIANCE

363-3826
Service on Amana, Caloric, Speed Queen,  

Tappan - Westinghouse, Jenn Air, Whirlpool, Kenmore, 
Kitchen Aid, Admiral, Maytag, and others

Bob Lehman
Realtor - Parishioner

721-6347 • www.boblehmansells.com

Christianson ChiropraCtiC
• Headaches • Sports Injury • Neck & Back Pain • Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 

Most Insurances Accepted • New Patients Welcome   

Dr. Bill Christianson, Parishioner

399-1285                                                 1756 1st Ave. N.E. 

319-393-3226
4813 Center Point Road NE

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402

M-F 7:30-5:30 Sat 9-11

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today! 
troe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5897



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Matthew, Cedar Rapids, IA A 4C 02-0006

 EIER VETERINARY CLINIC 

Small Animal Practice

373-5257 
Dr. Becky Meier-Gast 

Parishioner

M

 “Committed to the Dignity of Life” 
Skilled Care • Long Term Care • Memory Care 

 3131 F Ave. NW • Cedar Rapids, IA • 390-3367 
www.westridgecarecenter.com

SAFETY EQUIPMENT  FIRE EQUIPMENT 
SALES & SERVICE

Industrial First Aid Medical
Bill & Sue Chadima 716 Oakland Rd NE 
Bus. 319-363-9923   Toll 888-381-6837 Cedar Rapids, IA

EastErn Iowa FInancIal 
Group

Larry M. Benda 
Investments & Insurance

(319) 377-2001

INSECT CONTROL SPECIALISTS INC.
FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED SINCE 
1948

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL SERVICE

PEST CONTROL SUPPLIES

TERMITE CONTROL

363-1676

You Have Friends Who Care At…

IRTHRIGHT
Give Life A Chance & 
We’ll Help You Every 

Step Of The Way
393-3251

Brown 
Chiropractic Clinic

“Chiropractic For The WHOLE Family”
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY

Most Insurance Accepted
New Patients Always Welcome

4403 First Ave. SE, Ste. 304 

393-0911

Dr. Kathryn
Brown, 

Parishioner

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT CO.

Granite & Bronze Memorials 
• Personal Designs - MY SPECIALTY

Family Owned & Operated

2604 Williams Blvd. SW 
362-9911

St. Vincent de Paul  
Thrift Store 

928 7th Street SE
Donations/Volunteers

Always Welcome!

Help Us, Help Others

365-5091 • www.crsvdp.org

KENT MILLSAP
319-294-2101

–Catering Available–

www.casalasglorias.com
2245 Blairs Ferry Rd. NE • Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Home Appliance Center
319-365-8150

550 Oakland Rd. NE
Cedar Rapids, IA

www.thehomeappliance.com

Lindale Mall
393-2310

www.holleysshopformen.com

Dryspace, Inc.
Commercial/Industrial Roofing 
and Waterproofing Contractor 

Serving Eastern Iowa Since 1972 

No Water... No Worries... 
Just DRY SPACE... 

319-365-2720

1556 1st Ave NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

319-364-4196

510 First Ave NW 
Cedar Rapids, IA

319.200.4591

Open 7 Days a Week

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

HVAC Systems • Sheet Metal 
Design • Fabrication • Installation

319-364-1569
Climate-Engr.com

Catering for up to 
10,001 people

ziojohnosonline.com

Kyle Kloft, realtor®
 

Parishioner, Accompanist, Choir Member

319.558.6115 
kylekloft@skogman.com

Licensed in the state of Iowa


