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2310 First Avenue NE 

Cedar Rapids, IA  52402 

319-363-8269 

www.stmatthewcr.org 

Mission Statement: Joyfully transforming lives through sacraments, prayer, and action. 

Baptism, Marriage & Other Sacraments ...... 363-8269 

Liturgy/Music 

 Zach Gignac, Director of Liturgy & Music ....... 363-8269 

Pastoral Care Team Representative 

 Valerie Bauer, R.N. ................................................ 378-0860 

Faith Formation 

 Megan Moore, Director of Faith Formation ... 362-9967 

Education 

 Amy Conlon, School Principal ............................... 362-3021 

 Jackie Luzum, Early Childhood Director ............ 363-9309 

 Tami Kolden, Preschool Director ........................ 362-3021 

Weekend Masses—Sat 4 PM & Sun 8 & 10:30AM 

Weekday Masses— Tues 5:30 PM, Wed & Fri 8:00AM 

         Thursday (School Mass) 8:30 AM 

Reconciliations—Saturday at 2:45PM or by appointment 

Parish Office Hours—Monday-Friday 8:30AM-4:00PM 

Pastoral—Rev. Douglas Loecke, Pastor .............. 363-8269 

 DCN Rich Wallace, Deacon ............................ 929-1703 

 DCN Steve Bauer, Deacon .............................. 329-4371 

 Kate Tyler, Pastoral Associate ........................ 363-5238 

Administrative  

 Brenda Kowalsky, Parish Associate ................... 363-8269 

 Kathy Berry, Parish Associate ............................. 363-8269 

 Gary Sullivan, Bookkeeper ................................... 363-8269 

DECEMBER 26, 2021 
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WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW CATHOLIC COMMUNITY! 

146 FAMILIES—447 PEOPLE SERVED—21 HOMELESS BAG 

 

The past few weeks we’ve seen higher demand for food and have given more baskets and senior bags to our 

special programs, which means the abundance of food donated gets used fairly quickly. We truly appreciate 

all donations, and regular donations of food and supplies are especially helpful. 

 

Area parishes, schools, and businesses that have recently donated have been a real help, including All Saints, St. Ludmila, St. Patrick, St. 

Pius X, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. Jude, the Archdiocesan Office at St. Patrick Parish, Xavier High School, and Quaker Pepsico. It takes 

a village to feed our neighbors in need. Thank you for being part of our village! 

 

We will be closed for Christmas break from Friday, December 24th through Sunday, January 2nd. 

 

All donations are appreciated! 

Donate from your car! 

Call our office when you arrive and we’ll come out to receive your donation! 

Current Pantry Needs: 

�� Peanut Butter ! 

�� Jelly 

�� TUNA/Canned Meat 

�� SOUP, Stew, Chili 

�� Pasta Sauce 

�� Canned Pasta (Ravioli, etc.) 

�� Potatoes (flakes or fresh) 

�� Pancake Mix 

�� Syrup 

�� Cooking Basics-Oil, Flour, Sugar, Salt, 

etc. 

 

Senior Bag Items: 

�� Microwaveable meal cupes 

�� Nutritional shakes 

�� Yogurt cups 

�� Soup/Stew.Chili 

 

Homeless Bag Items:  

�� (easy open single-serve items) -protein/

meals or snacks 

 

Other Needs: 

�� Soap 

�� Shampoo 

�� Conditioner 

�� Body Wash 

�� Wipes 

�� Toothpaste, Toothbrushes  

 

�� Household Paper Products 

�� Laundry detergent PODS 

�� Household cleaning supplies 

 

�� Brown paper grocery bags 

 

�� Tents and sleeping bags 

�� ponchos and umbrellas 

�� mittens and gloves 

�� Carts or luggage with wheels 

�� backpacks or drawstring bags 

 

*bolded items are in short supply 

 

 

Metro Catholic Outreach  

420 6th St. SE, Suite 120  

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

319-739-5490 

info@metrocatholicoutreach.org 

Hours: 9 am-3 pm Monday-Thursday 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2022 

As Christians, we have an ancient tradition of praying for 

the deceased, praying for the repose of their souls. This 

tradition stretches all the way back to the Old Testament. 

One primary way this devotion is expressed in our day is 

through the offering of Masses for particular intentions 

(persons). When the priest offers Mass, he prays certain 

prayers specifically for the intention of that Mass. We are 

now scheduling Mass intentions through the entire year of 

2022. The standard offering for a Mass is $5 - please note 

that this is not the selling of a Sacrament, but rather an act 

of worship. Instead of bringing a calf or a pair of doves to 

the temple as they did in the ancient times, we can offer a 

gift to God from our livelihood.  If you would like to re-

quest one or more Masses be offered for your loved ones, 

please contact Zach at the office, 

at zgignac@stmatthewcr.org, 319-363-8269, or by visiting 

during office hours (8:30-4:00). 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

We are bringing back the opportunity for our young 

people to sing together at Mass! And we know everybody 

is very busy, so we are not asking for a monthly 

commitment until the end of time. Instead, check the 

dates, and reach our to Zach, our music director, 

to let him know if your kids are able to join for 

a particular date, as soon as possible. 

 

WHO: All students in grades 3-8 (public AND 

private school) — parents and siblings can join too! 

 

WHERE: We will meet in the Music Room at church 

(located right behind the statue of St. Joseph) 

 

WHEN: Just one rehearsal before each Mass we sing 

Sunday, January 23 - 9:30AM rehearsal, 10:30AM Mass 

 

RSVP to Zach ASAP so he can have 

enough music for everyone 

zgignac@stmatthewcr.org or 319-363-8269 
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LIVING LITURGICALLY THROUGH CHRISTMAS 

 

Fun fact: Christmas does not end on Decem-

ber 25th! Wouldn’t it be such a bummer to 

have all of that waiting and build up through 

Advent only to have Christmas done in a day? 

How long Christmas lasts is actually up for de-

bate: some say it’s done after the Octave (8 

days) following Christmas, others say that 

Epiphany marks the end of the season, and still 

some say that Christmas doesn’t end until the 

Baptism of the Lord! Personally, I like to wait 

until February 2 (the Feast of the Presentation 

of Jesus), because that’s when the Vatican takes 

down their Nativity. (If it’s good enough for 

the Pope, it’s good enough for me.) 

 

There are several feast days between now and 

Epiphany, (January 2 this year) including 

St. Stephen (December 26), Feast of the Holy 

Innocents (December 28), Mary the Mother of 

God (January 1), etc. The overarching theme 

for these feasts is focusing on others. 

St. Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr 

of the Church. He gave his life for his faith in 

service of others. The Feast of the Holy 

Innocents remembers the baby boys 

murdered by King Herod in an attempt to kill 

Baby Jesus. Mary is a reminder of saying “yes” 

to God and motherly love to all.  

 

In honor of these feast days, I challenge you to 

find a way to serve others this week. It could 

be as simple as buying coffee for someone, or 

more involved like volunteering at a food bank. 

Whatever it is, share a kindness with someone 

and help to share the joy of Christmas with 

others. 
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Sunday, December 26, 2021 | Feast of the Holy Family 
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Sunday, December 26, 2021 | Feast of the Holy Family 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Monday, December 27, 2021 

   Parish Office Closed 

Tuesday, December 28 

 5:30 P MASS            †  Fr. Gerald Condon 

   No Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesday, December 29 

 8:00 A MASS      †  Thomas Lowell White 

 6:30 P Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 30 

 8:00 A MASS          †  Anne Marie Valliere 

   No Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, December 31 

   Parish Office Closed 

 5:30 P Vigil MASS       †  Hennessey/Valliere Families 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 

 2:45 P Reconciliation 

 4:00 P MASS   †  For the People of St. Matthew 

Sunday, January 2 

 8:00 A MASS   †  Deceased members of Frank Whitters Family 

 10:30 A MASS           †  Brad Burhite 

 

WEEKLY READINGS 

 

Monday, December 27, 2021 

1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Tuesday, December 28 

1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 

Wednesday, December 29 

1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35 

Thursday, December 30 

1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 

Friday, December 31 

1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 

Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  

Sunday, January 2 

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/ 

Mt 2:1-12  
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JOHN WOLLNER,M.D
DERMATOLOGY AND DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY

319-363-9936

5 2 6 4  C O U N C I L  S T  N E
S T E  8 5 0

C E D A R  R A P I D S ,  I A  5 2 4 0 2

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

John P. Herring, M.D.
Linn County

Anesthesiologists, P.C.

Cedar Rapids 
Truck Center

Peterbilt - Hino

I-380 at Airport Road SW

848-4131

LAMPE APPLIANCE

363-3826
Service on Amana, Caloric, Speed Queen,  

Tappan - Westinghouse, Jenn Air, Whirlpool, Kenmore, 
Kitchen Aid, Admiral, Maytag, and others

Christianson ChiropraCtiC
• Headaches • Sports Injury • Neck & Back Pain • Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 

Most Insurances Accepted • New Patients Welcome   

Dr. Bill Christianson, Parishioner

399-1285                                                 1756 1st Ave. N.E. 

319-393-3226
4813 Center Point Road NE

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402

M-F 7:30-5:30 Sat 9-11

 

1100 H Ave. NE  • 365-6977
Sales & Service

Tom Valenta - Parishioner
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 EIER VETERINARY CLINIC 

Small Animal Practice

373-5257 
Dr. Becky Meier-Gast 

Parishioner

M

 “Committed to the Dignity of Life” 
Skilled Care • Long Term Care • Memory Care 

 3131 F Ave. NW • Cedar Rapids, IA • 390-3367 
www.westridgecarecenter.com

SAFETY EQUIPMENT  FIRE EQUIPMENT 
SALES & SERVICE

Industrial First Aid Medical
Bill & Sue Chadima 716 Oakland Rd NE 
Bus. 319-363-9923   Toll 888-381-6837 Cedar Rapids, IA

EastErn Iowa FInancIal 
Group

Larry M. Benda 
Investments & Insurance

(319) 377-2001

INSECT CONTROL SPECIALISTS INC.
FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED SINCE 
1948

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL SERVICE

PEST CONTROL SUPPLIES

TERMITE CONTROL

363-1676

You Have Friends Who Care At…

IRTHRIGHT
Give Life A Chance & 
We’ll Help You Every 

Step Of The Way
393-3251

Brown 
Chiropractic Clinic

“Chiropractic For The WHOLE Family”
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY

Most Insurance Accepted
New Patients Always Welcome

4403 First Ave. SE, Ste. 304 

393-0911

Dr. Kathryn
Brown, 

Parishioner

IOWA VALLEY 
MONUMENT CO.

Granite & Bronze Memorials 
• Personal Designs - MY SPECIALTY

Family Owned & Operated

2604 Williams Blvd. SW 
362-9911

KENT MILLSAP
319-294-2101

–Catering Available–

www.casalasglorias.com
2245 Blairs Ferry Rd. NE • Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Home Appliance Center
319-365-8150

550 Oakland Rd. NE
Cedar Rapids, IA

www.thehomeappliance.com

Dryspace, Inc.
Commercial/Industrial Roofing 
and Waterproofing Contractor 

Serving Eastern Iowa Since 1972 

No Water... No Worries... 
Just DRY SPACE... 

319-365-2720

1556 1st Ave NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

319-364-4196

Supporting and Serving the  
Catholic Community for 90 Years

CedarMemorial.com • 393-8000
 Cremation •  Funeral  • Cemetery

Kyle Kloft, realtor®
 

Parishioner, Accompanist, Choir Member

319.558.6115 
kylekloft@skogman.com

Licensed in the state of Iowa

ROLAND-WILBERT 
VAULT COMPANY
“Serving Linn County Since 1909”

Jeff & Nancy Roland 
 Parishioners

Helping Parents Teach their children 
to become responsible screen users.

For more information visit responsiblescreens.com

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527


