
O Mary,  

you shine continuously  

on our journey as a sign of  

salvation and hope. 

 

We entrust ourselves to you, 

Health of the Sick. 

 

At the foot of the Cross  

you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. 

 

You, Salvation of the Roman 

People, know what we need. 

 

We are certain that  

you will provide, so that,  

as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return 

after this moment of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to  

the Father’s will and to  

do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings  

upon Himself, and bore our  

sorrows to bring us, 

through the Cross, to the  

joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

 

We seek refuge under  

your protection,  

O Holy Mother of God. 

 

Do not despise our pleas –  

we who are put to the test – 

and deliver us from every  

danger, O glorious and  

blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 

- Pope Francis 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 
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Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life;  

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,  

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  

Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord.  

I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,  

the one who is coming into the world.”  

- John 11:25-27 



  

 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER.  A spiritual commun-

ion is a uniting of oneself to the Sacrifice of the Mass 

through prayer, and can be made whether one is 

able to receive Communion or not.  “My Jesus, I be-

lieve that you are present in the most Blessed Sacra-

ment. I love You above all things and I desire to re-

ceive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there, 

and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to 

be separated from You.  Amen.”  

 

PARISH UPDATES.  Our church will remain open at this time from 8AM-2PM 

Monday-Friday for private prayer.  Please check our website for the most 

up-to-date information - as well as links to Daily Masses, a Sunday Mass in 

Spanish and Stations of the Cross.  The televised Mass schedule can be 

found at: https://www.dowr.org/about/weekly-mass.html  

 

CHARITABLE GIVING. The Church of St Francis of Assisi understands the 

economic impact that this emergency is having on so many individuals in 

our parishes, as well as on our community as a whole. In times like this, it is 

even more urgent for us to assist our brothers and sisters who are in the 

most need. We encourage you to consider supporting organizations that 

are responding to this crisis, such as Catholic Charities or the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul.   

 

PARISH SUPPORT.   Our Weekly Collections remain essential to the contin-

ued operation of our parish and its mission. Please use online giving, drop-

off or mail contributions to the Parish Center Office.  

 

STAINED GLASS WINDOW.  We are so happy and delighted to see the bal-

cony window of the Immaculate Conception illuminated.  Thanks to all 

who made this possible for us here at St. Francis of Assisi Parish.    

 

COVID-19.  Please pray for our community, our parish and all those im-

pacted by COVID-19.  Please also remember to pray for the vulnerable 

and health care providers.  

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL UPDATE.  Thank 

you to the 101 families that have already 

made their pledge.  We are currently at 54% 

of our goal of $57,800.   

 

We encourage everyone’s participation so 

we may meet and exceed our goal.  As al-

ways, 100% of the monies reached over our 

goal are returned to the parish for a designat-

ed building project.  Our projects are as fol-

lows:  Security, Stained Glass Windows Repair 

and Maintenance and the lighting of the up-

per window in the balcony of the Immaculate 

Conception.  Thank you for everyone’s gener-

osity, faith and participation!   

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of: 

 

 

IVAN L. SHERMAN 

September 2, 1929 -  March 24, 2020  
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May he rest in God’s love and peace. 

 

 

A service will be held at a later date. 
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 B ISHOP QUINN:   2020 LENTEN LETTER  

MARCH 19, 2020                                                                      

Solemnity of St. Joseph  

 

During this unprecedented time, when every morning 

we awake to a constantly changing and evolving situa-

tion, our hearts and minds can hardly keep up with the 

consequences of the COVID-19 virus. I never imagined 

or ever thought that as a bishop, I would cancel the 

public celebrations of Mass throughout our entire dio-

cese in order to protect our people from the transmission 

of the coronavirus.  

 

This is a Lent that none of us will ever forget, because we 

are brought to our knees in prayer and realize again that 

we are not in control. It is a time to reaffirm that the Tri-

une God is guiding our lives and all of history. We face 

the future with hope, because Jesus Christ is the first born 

of the new creation freed from sin and death. 

  

Throughout Lent, I didn’t have any problem this year 

meditating on the Passion of the Lord and the mystery of 

death. In the midst of the suffering brought about by 

COVID-19, it was important to reaffirm that Jesus Christ 

has redeemed and given new meaning to suffering and 

death. The fragileness of our lives was brought out so 

clearly to me by the COVID-19 virus. I realized again, 

that I am not the master of my life  and some events 

cannot be anticipated.  

 

While my personal and immediate security was helped 

by washing my hands frequently and by using hand sani-

tizer and also being aware of social distancing during 

the coronavirus crisis, my true and lasting security is 

found in the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, who is the Alpha and the Omega. Amid all the 

crisis, cultural changes, upheavals and violence, the 

Cross and the glory of the Resurrection are lifted high 

and shine down on all creation and are our lasting hope 

and security. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today 

and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 

  

VICAR GENERAL – MODERATOR OF THE CURIA.  Leader-

ship in our Church is a blessing and is very necessary for 

the ongoing organization and planning for evangeliza-

tion, mission and forming disciples, in addition to all the 

ongoing tasks and daily operations of the Church in the 

parishes and in the Pastoral Center. I am very happy to 

announce that Fr. Will Thompson, currently Moderator of 

the Curia, will also assume the leadership role of Vicar 

General immediately. He has a pastoral heart and is a 

brother who listens carefully before speaking. As a 

younger member of our Presbyterate, Fr. Thompson 

brings freshness and energy to his leadership role as Vic-

ar General. At this time, Fr. Thompson will remain as Pas-

tor of Pax Christi until this arrangement can be discussed 

more thoroughly with me and the Clergy Personnel 

Committee and, of course, Fr. Will. This summer, he will 

begin canon law studies at the Catholic University of 

America in order to obtain a J.C.L. 

  

This appointment gives me the opportunity to thank 

Msgr. Tom Melvin who has faithfully served as Vicar Gen-

eral since 2016. One of his many gifts is his ability to be a 

spiritual director with a clear and laser focus on the 

grace of conversion and on forming a real and personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. After many years of leader-

ship roles and service to our diocese in a variety of minis-

tries and administrative roles, Tom is at last a pastor, as 

assigned to the Rushford Cluster. I know we all thank him 

for his most recent service as Vicar General and Moder-

ator of the Curia, during which he facilitated the parish 

planning process and guided the establishment of the 

Office for Missionary Discipleship. Blessed are you! 

  

CANCELLATION OF THE CHRISM MASS.  In accordance 

with the protocols from the Center for Disease Control 

and the State of Minnesota, the Chrism Mass scheduled 

at Sacred Heart Church in Owatonna is cancelled in an 

effort to keep us safe and to slow down the transmission 

of the COVID-19 virus.  I will celebrate privately the 

Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in or-

der to bless new oils for our sacramental celebrations. 

When we are allowed to assemble again publicly, I will 

gather our Presbyterate for a Mass of Thanksgiving, dur-

ing which we will renew our promises of priestly commit-

ment and make available the new oils for the parishes. 

Until then, please use the oils blessed at the Chrism Mass 

in 2019. 

  

OTHER CANCELLATIONS.   

• Public Holy Week Liturgies,  

• Diocesan Pastoral Council on April 4, 2020,  

• Bishops and Rector Dinner on April 17, 2020,  

• Men’s Conference on April 25, 2020,  

• DOW-R Baccalaureate Mass on April 29, 2020,  

• Deacon Ordination on May 2, 2020. 

  

KEEP PRAYING.  This December, I will reach the age of 75 

and will request retirement from our Holy Father, Pope 

Francis. I am grateful for every blessing received as your 

bishop during the past twelve years and especially be-

cause I have come to know you and have become part 

of your life and you became a deep part of my life. I ask 

that you and your parishioners petition the Holy Spirit to 

identify the next bishop and to pray for him given the 

many needs of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester. As my 

time with you moves toward a transition, I ask forgiveness 

for my limitedness and for any mistakes and lack of Gos-

pel leadership. 

  

Blessed are you!    

 

+  The Most Reverend John M. Quinn 
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