
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 
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Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them.  

Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said,  

“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here  

and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side,  

and do not be unbelieving, but believe.”  

- John 20:26-27 

O Mary,  

you shine continuously  

on our journey as a sign of  

salvation and hope. 

 

We entrust ourselves to you, 

Health of the Sick. 

 

At the foot of the Cross  

you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. 

 

You, Salvation of the Roman 

People, know what we need. 

 

We are certain that  

you will provide, so that,  

as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return 

after this moment of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to  

the Father’s will and to  

do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings  

upon Himself, and bore our  

sorrows to bring us, 

through the Cross, to the  

joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

 

We seek refuge under  

your protection,  

O Holy Mother of God. 

 

Do not despise our pleas –  

we who are put to the test – 

and deliver us from every  

danger, O glorious and  

blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 

- Pope Francis 

 



  

 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY.  This is Divine Mercy Sunday 

and we pray:  “Jesus I trust in You.  For the sake of His 

Sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world.”    

 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED.  We are so grateful to all of our 

parishioners for their generosity.  Following is a list of 

items donated from our Resource Room to Family Ser-

vice Rochester to serve our friends in need: 120 rolls of 

toilet paper, 70 bottles of shampoo/conditioner/body 

wash combination, 31 scrubbing sponges, 3 laundry detergents, 9 dish 

soaps, 326 size 2 Diapers, 244 size 3 Diapers and 122 size 4 Diapers.  We are 

so grateful to all of our parishioners for their generosity.   

 

THESE DAYS OF WAITING.  We pray for those looking forward to being re-

ceived into the Church, for our Confirmation and First Holy Communion 

Candidates, sponsors and families.  Also for Terry Smith, who is eagerly 

awaiting his Ordination to the Diaconate and working with us in Ministry in 

our parish.    

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL.  Thank you to the 117 families that have  

made their pledge.  We are currently at 65% of our goal of $57,800.   

Please do not forget to contribute to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 2020.  

You can make your gift online at:  www.catholicfsmn.org/appeal  

 

THANK YOU.  Thank you all for the Easter greetings, prayers and wishes. 

Please be assured of my prayers for all of you.  Blessed Easter Season!   

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

UPDATE.  The Catholic Ministries Ap-

peal offers a unique opportunity for 

you to give back to the God of Love, 

from whom all things are given. Grow 

closer to Christ by doing your part to 

build up His Church in love. For 26 

years, the Appeal has funded minis-

tries to invite more than 147,000 indi-

viduals each year to encounter Christ 

and embrace His Church.  

 

We encourage everyone’s participa-

tion so we may meet and exceed 

our goal.  As always, 100% of the 

monies reached over our goal are 

returned to the parish for a designat-

ed building project.  Our projects are 

as follows:  Security, Stained Glass 

Windows Repair and Maintenance 

and the lighting of the upper window 

in the balcony of the Immaculate 

Conception.  Thank you for every-

one’s generosity, faith and participa-

tion!   
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  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

MENSAJE DE PASCUA DEL  

PAPA FRANCISCO 

 

Ánimo: es una palabra que, en el 

Evangelio, está siempre en labios 

de Jesús. Una sola vez la pronun-

cian otros, para decir a un necesi-

tado: «Ánimo, levántate, que 

[Jesús] te llama» (Mc 10,49).  

 

Es Él, el Resucitado, el que nos levanta a nosotros que 

estamos necesitados. Si en el camino eres débil y frá-

gil, si caes, no temas, Dios te tiende la mano y te dice: 

«Ánimo”. Pero tú podrías decir, como don Abundio: «El 

valor no se lo puede otorgar uno mismo». No te lo 

puedes dar, pero lo puedes recibir como don. Basta 

abrir el corazón en la oración, basta levantar un poco 

esa piedra puesta en la entrada de tu corazón para 

dejar entrar la luz de Jesús. Basta invitarlo: “Ven, Jesús, 

en medio de mis miedos, y dime también: Ánimo”.  

 

Contigo, Señor, seremos probados, pero no turbados. 

Y, a pesar de la tristeza que podamos albergar, senti-

remos que debemos esperar, porque contigo la cruz 

florece en resurrección, porque Tú estás con nosotros 

en la oscuridad de nuestras noches, eres certeza en 

nuestras incertidumbres, Palabra en nuestros silencios, 

y nada podrá nunca robarnos el amor que nos tie-

nes.   

 

 

FIESTA DE LA DIVINA MISERICORDIA 

 

Oh Sangre y Agua que brotasteis del Corazón de Je-

sús como una fuente de misericordia para nosotros, en 

Vos confío.  Dios Eterno, en quien la misericordia es 

infinita y el tesoro de compasión inagotable, vuelve a 

nosotros Tu bondadosa mirada y aumenta Tu miseri-

cordia en nosotros para que en los momentos difíciles, 

no nos desalentemos ni nos desesperemos, sino que, 

con la máxima confianza, nos sometamos a Tu santa 

voluntad, que es Amor y Misericordia. 

HIS MERCY ENDURES:  

SCOTT HAHN REFLECTS  

ON DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

 

We are children of Jesus’ Resur-

rection from the dead. Through 

this wondrous sign of His great 

mercy, the Father of Jesus has 

given us new birth, as we hear in 

today’s Epistle. 

 

Today’s First Reading sketches the “family life” of our 

first ancestors in the household of God (see 1 Peter 

4:17). We see them doing what we still do - devoting 

themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, meeting daily to 

pray and celebrate “the breaking of the bread.” The 

Apostles saw the Lord. He stood in their midst, showed 

them His hands and sides. They heard His blessing and 

received His commission - to extend the Father’s mer-

cy to all peoples through the power and Spirit He con-

ferred upon them.  We must walk by faith and not by 

sight, must believe and love what we have not seen 

(see 2 Corinthians 5:7). Yet the invisible realities are 

made present for us through the devotions the Apos-

tles handed on. 

 

Notice the experience of the risen Lord in today’s Gos-

pel is described in a way that evokes the Mass.  Both 

appearances take place on a Sunday.  The Lord 

comes to be with His disciples. They rejoice, listen to His 

Word, receive the gift of His forgiveness and peace. 

He offers His wounded body to them in remembrance 

of His Passion. And they know and worship Him as their 

Lord and their God. 

 

Thomas’ confession is a vow of faith in the new cove-

nant. As promised long before, in the blood of Jesus 

we can now know the Lord as our God and be known 

as His people (see Hosea 2:20–25). This confession is 

sung in the heavenly liturgy (see Revelation 4:11). And 

in every Mass on earth we renew our covenant and 

receive the blessings Jesus promised for those who 

have not seen but have believed. 

 

In the Mass, God’s mercy endures forever, as we sing 

in today’s Psalm. This is the day the Lord has made - 

when the victory of Easter is again made wonderful in 

our eyes. 

 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of: 

 

 

DEAN R. LENT 

March 27, 1926 -  April 8, 2020  

 

������

May he rest in God’s love and peace. 
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