
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 
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A PRAYER OF SOLIDARITY 

 

For all who have contracted  

coronavirus, we pray for care and 

healing. 

 

For those who are particularly  

vulnerable, we pray for safety and 

protection. 

 

For all who experience fear or  

anxiety, we pray for peace of 

mind and spirit. 

 

For affected families who are  

facing difficult decisions between 

food on the table or public safety, 

we pray for policies that recognize 

their plight. 

 

For those who do not have  

adequate health insurance,  

we pray that no family will face  

financial burdens alone. 

 

For those who are afraid to access 

care due to immigration status, 

we pray for recognition of the 

God-given dignity of all. 

 

For our brothers and sisters around 

the world, we pray for shared  

solidarity. 

 

For public officials and decision 

makers, we pray for wisdom and 

guidance. 

 

Father, during this time may your 

Church be a sign of hope, comfort 

and love to all. 

     Grant peace. 

     Grant comfort. 

     Grant healing. 

     Be with us, Lord. 

 

Amen. 
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“They set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found  

gathered together the eleven and those with them who were saying,  

“The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!”  

Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and  

how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread.”  

- Luke 24:33-35 



  

 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

EASTER DAYS.  I hope these are blessed Easter Days for 

everyone as we continue to observe the Stay at 

Home MN time during this pandemic.  Easter Prayers 

and Blessings to everyone and we pray that we will 

get back to some normalcy very soon.   Be assured of 

my daily prayers for you and especially as I offer the 

Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.     

 

WELCOME.  I am pleased to announce that we have 

hired new staff -  Mark Nuehring will direct our Faith 

Formation program and Zach Stachowski will be our new Director of Music 

and Liturgy.  Their start dates have yet to be determined.  Please see their 

bios in next week’s bulletin.  Welcome, Mark and Zach! 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL.  Thank you to the 122 families that have  

made their pledge.  We are currently over 67% of our goal of $57,800.   

Please do not forget to contribute to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 2020.  

You can make your gift online at:  www.catholicfsmn.org/appeal  

 

PARISH SUPPORT.   Thank you to those that have been so generous in their 

continued financial support of the parish.  Our Weekly Collections remain 

essential to the continued operation of our parish and its mission. Please 

use online giving, drop-off or mail contributions to the Parish Center Office. 

 

THESE DAYS OF WAITING.  We pray for those looking forward to being re-

ceived into the Church, for our Confirmation and First Holy Communion 

Candidates, sponsors and families.  Also for Terry Smith, who is eagerly 

awaiting his Ordination to the Diaconate and working with us in Ministry in 

our parish.    

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

UPDATE.   

 

We encourage everyone’s participa-

tion so we may meet and exceed 

our goal.  As always, 100% of the 

monies reached over our goal are 

returned to the parish for a designat-

ed building project.  Our projects are 

as follows:  Security, Stained Glass 

Windows Repair and Maintenance 

and the lighting of the upper window 

in the balcony of the Immaculate 

Conception.  Thank you for every-

one’s generosity, faith and participa-

tion!   

 

Grow closer to Christ by doing your 

part to build up His Church in love. 

For 26 years, the Appeal has funded 

ministries to invite more than 147,000 

individuals each year to encounter 

Christ and embrace His Church.   
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Parish Center Office                       

(507) 288-7313 

Pastor (x 202)                              

Rev. Jim Berning 

Parochial Vicar (x 203)               

Rev. Luis Vargas 

Parish Administrator (x 204)            

Sarah Kinsman           

Office Manager (x 201)                 

Michelle Ibarra    

Financial Secretary (x 205)          

Debbie Worden 

Interim Director of Music (x 301)         

Dan Sherman     

Faith Formation Coordinator  

(x 207)     

Faith Formation Assistant  

(x 208)  Shawn Hernandez                   

St. Francis of Assisi School             

(507) 288-4816 

Principal                                             

Barb Plenge 

Trustees                    

Bruce Anderson                                          

Rosemary Bengal        

Knights of Columbus                            

Dale Frank 

Calvary Cemetery                

Steve Flynn, Director                                                 

(507) 273-0140 

Catholic Charities                          

(507) 287-2047 

  

  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

LA FE EN TIEMPO DE PANDEMIA 

 

La fe en la presencia amorosa de 

Dios en medio nuestro, es un dina-

mismo que mueve la vida de mu-

chas personas, y cada circunstan-

cia histórica nos pide respuestas 

renovadas. La crisis de la iglesia 

nos ha pedido una fe que busca 

la conversión. La crisis social de los 

paises, una fe comprometida con 

la justicia y la paz. ¿Qué fe nos está pidiendo este 

tiempo de pandemia, con sus incertidumbres, temores 

y sufrimientos? 

 

Lo primero y fundamental es confiar en que la fuerza y 

la ternura de Dios nos acompañan cada día. Huir de 

una actitud “fideísta”, que cree que la fe lo va a librar 

del peligro y que es posible saltarse los criterios que la 

razón impone, buscando protección en devociones 

mágicas o de dudoso valor. Huir también de una fe 

rígida, que no es capaz de cambiar hábitos o adap-

tarse a las circunstancias. Y alentar en nosotros esa 

certeza de que el Resucitado nos sostiene precisa-

mente en medio de nuestras vulnerabilidades e in-

quietudes. Nos gustaría ser eximidos del dolor, pero 

Cristo en la cruz nos recuerda que hay una forma cre-

yente de vivir la prueba, incluso la muerte. 

 

Lo segundo es pedir a Dios una fe que nos haga sentir-

nos un cuerpo con los demás, no sólo con los cristia-

nos, sino con todo el mundo. Que nos dé la experien-

cia del cuerpo que Pablo pide a los corintios, en que 

“si un miembro sufre, sufren con él todos los miembros; 

si un miembro es honrado, se alegran con él todos los 

miembros” (1 Co 12,26). Esto nos sitúa en la perspecti-

va de la responsabilidad social y la edificación de la 

fraternidad universal, superando los individualismos y 

las dinámicas del “salvarse solo” o del “sálvese quien 

pueda”. “Este tiempo es oscuro para todos. Aquí se 

llora y se sufre. Todos. Solo podremos salir de esa situa-

ción juntos, como humanidad entera”, ha dicho el 

Papa Francisco recientemente. 

 

Y lo tercero es no olvidarse de “la fe que obra por el 

amor” (Gál 5, 6) o que “la fe sin obras está muer-

ta” (Sant 2, 17). En este momento la mayoría podemos 

hacer sólo gestos sencillos, pero importantes: acom-

pañarse con los familiares cordialmente, apoyar al 

que está solo o más frágil, llamar al amigo, etc. Pero la 

crisis será larga y requerirá solidaridad y creatividad. 

No pasará mucho tiempo en que será necesario cui-

dar enfermos, ayudar con alimentos al necesitado, 

alentar al que está sin trabajo. Con las precauciones 

del caso y dentro de la normativa vigente, habrá que 

suscitar grupos de voluntarios, reorganizar la ayuda 

fraterna y acompañarnos unos a otros en la precarie-

dad. 

 

Bendiciones para todos. 

 

 

EMMAUS AND US: SCOTT HAHN 

REFLECTS ON THE THIRD SUNDAY 

OF EASTER 

 

We should put ourselves in the 

shoes of the disciples in today’s 

Gospel. Downcast and confused, 

they’re making their way down 

the road, unable to understand 

all the things that have occurred. 

 

They know what they’ve seen - a prophet mighty in 

word and deed. They know what they were hoping for 

- that He would be the redeemer of Israel. But they 

don’t know what to make of His violent death at the 

hands of their rulers.  They can’t even recognize Jesus 

as He draws near to walk with them. He seems like just 

another foreigner visiting Jerusalem for the Passover. 

Note that Jesus doesn’t disclose His identity until they 

describe how they found His tomb empty but “Him 

they did not see.” That’s how it is with us, too. Unless He 

revealed himself we would see only an empty tomb 

and a meaningless death. 

 

How does Jesus make himself known at Emmaus? First, 

He interprets “all the Scriptures” as referring to Him. In 

today’s First Reading and Epistle, Peter also opens the 

Scriptures to proclaim the meaning of Christ’s death 

according to the Father’s “set plan” - foreknown be-

fore the foundation of the world. 

 

Jesus is described as a new Moses and a new Passo-

ver lamb. He is the One of whom David sang in to-

day’s Psalm - whose soul was not abandoned to cor-

ruption but was shown the path of life.  After opening 

the Scriptures, Jesus at table takes bread, blesses it, 

breaks it, and gives it to the disciples - exactly what He 

did at the Last Supper (see Luke 22:14–20). 

 

In every Eucharist, we reenact that Easter Sunday at 

Emmaus. Jesus reveals Himself to us in our journey. He 

speaks to our hearts in the Scriptures. Then at the table 

of the altar, in the person of the priest, He breaks the 

bread.  The disciples beg him, “Stay with us.”  So He 

does.  Though He has vanished from our sight, in the 

Eucharist - as at Emmaus - we know Him in the break-

ing of the bread. 

“Please credit our weekly giving with this check...  $150 

for to help with collection shortfall.  Hope and pray 

everyone and their families are getting through this.” 

 

“Hope you all are doing well.  Enjoyed the live stream 

Masses...  Even watched some of Fr Luis’ Masses.  

Thank you!” 

 

  

 SHARING OUR BLESSINGS  
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A bank that shares your values. 
(507) 285-3700 

www.premierbanks.com
Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318

1-800-201-2392 • VOICEMAIL #206

 
Ted W. Smith
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BUS: 507-252-4640
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 MACKEN 
FUNERAL HOME

Since 1909   
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Winkels Electric
Electrical Contracting & Repair

Sign Installation & Repair

Ph  288-4515 
www.winkelselectric.com

     Adamson
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  Chrysler • Jeep • Ram 
       www.adamsonmotors.com

289-4004
  4800 Highway 52 N 

Throndson Oil & LP Gas Co.
THE QUALITY PEOPLE OF ROCHESTER

L.P. Gas & Tanks & Diesel & Heating Oils 
Kerosenes & Solvents • Gasoline & Lube Oils

RELIABLE  
Rochester 289-2519   Byron 775-2246

for Safety, Savings, Service & Honesty
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Visit our showroom at 
3021 43rd St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901
31 Years of Experience 
Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured
• Free Estimates • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

RanfRanz & Vine 
funeRal Homes

Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th Street N.W.   
5421 Royal Place N.W.

289-3600

RESTOVICH BRAUN & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

117 E. Center St., Rochester
288-4840

George F. Restovich – 1946-2008
Anna Restovich Braun • Thomas R. Braun

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
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MIKE BUSCH AGENCY

281-1210
493 37th St NE, Ste 1

Rochester
www.mikebusch.org

QUARRY HILL FAMILY DENTAL
Dr. Molly Noser Jarrett - Parishioner

Monday 7am-5pm • Tuesday 7am-5pm • Thursday 2pm-8pm  
Comfortable, Convenenient Dental Care 
www.quarryhillfamilydental.com   
507-216-9891 • 828 11th Ave NE

        

Now Enrolling
Preschool - Grade 12
rcsmn.org/admissions

507-424-1817

CALL GARY DRUGG AT 507-226-8300
 SERVICE PARTS

APPLIANCE SERVICE

Git your stuff fixed by the old guy! 
GarysApplianceService.com

Your Prime Source  
for Plans That Work  
with Medicare  

Mike Salscheider, RHU, CLU

2048 Superior Dr NW, Suite 100  
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 280-8232

msalt@pthealth.com

YOUR MEDICARE PLAN EXPERTS

$3 OFF
any Signature Cake or Pie
(excludes Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

3780 Marketplace Dr Nw 
2650 S Broadway Ave, Apache MallPlu# 28 11/30/20

(507) 289-3601

 

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President, Financial Advisor

Home of the Authentic NY Style Pizza 

$5.00 OFF $25 Spent 
With bulletin. Expires 10/6/20

507.424.7800 |                  | www.PNPizza.com

Pick Up & 
Frozen Meals 

Available


