
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

   

 MA Y  3 ,  2 0 2 0   |   F O U R T H  S U NDAY  O F  E A S T E R  

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

 

Loving Father, source of all that is 

good, we beg you to look upon us 

with mercy and love. As your  

beloved sons and daughters,  

redeemed in the blood of Jesus 

Christ, we seek to do your will in 

every action of our lives. 

 

We beg you now to pour out  

Your Holy Spirit upon the  

Diocese of Winona-Rochester and 

help each member of this diocese 

to live out the call to holiness given 

to them in baptism. 

 

Please grant us many priests and 

consecrated persons to serve Your 

Church, strong and holy marriages 

that serve as a sign of Your self-

giving love, and single men and 

women who are intent on living out 

Your plan for their lives. 

 

Let each of us be more deeply  

conformed to Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Help us to live in holiness and love, 

keep us on the path You have 

marked out for us, which leads to 

eternal life with You. 

 

May Your grace be abundant as 

we rejoice in hope and confidently 

trust in Your Divine Providence each 

day. 

 

With grateful hearts, we ask this 

prayer through the intercession of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary, in 

the name of Jesus Christ, who is 

Lord, forever and ever. Amen. 

“Whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  

The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice,  

as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  

When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them,  

and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice.”  

- John 10:2-4 



  

 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS.  This is the 

Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday and 

the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  We pray for 

more vocations to the priesthood and consecrated 

life in our Diocese of Winona-Rochester and through-

out the world.   May the Good Shepherd continue to 

shepherd us each day.    

 

THESE DAYS OF WAITING.  Easter Prayers and Blessings 

to everyone and we pray that we will get back to 

some normalcy very soon.  We pray for those looking forward to being re-

ceived into the Church, for our Confirmation and First Holy Communion 

Candidates, sponsors and families.  Also for Terry Smith, who is eagerly 

awaiting his Ordination to the Diaconate and working with us in Ministry in 

our parish.  Be assured of my daily prayers for you and especially as I offer 

the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.  

 

THANK YOU.  We thank all RCS administration, faculty, staff and parents for 

all the on-line teaching and for our students in this uncertain and unprece-

dented time of a pandemic.  Blessings and prayers for all in our schools 

and families.   

   

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL.  Thank you to the 125 families that have  

made their pledge.  We are currently over 69% of our goal of $57,800.   

Please do not forget to contribute to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 2020.  

You can make your gift online at:  www.catholicfsmn.org/appeal  

 

PARISH SUPPORT.   Thank you to those that have been so generous in their 

continued financial support of the parish.  Our Weekly Collections remain 

essential to the continued operation of our parish and its mission. Please 

use online giving, drop-off or mail contributions to the Parish Center Office. 

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

UPDATE.  We encourage everyone’s 

participation so we may meet and 

exceed our goal.  As always, 100% of 

the monies reached over our goal 

are returned to the parish for a desig-

nated building project.  Our projects 

are as follows:  Security, Stained Glass 

Windows Repair and Maintenance 

and the lighting of the upper window 

in the balcony of the Immaculate 

Conception.  Thank you for every-

one’s generosity, faith and participa-

tion!   

 

Grow closer to Christ by doing your 

part to build up His Church in love. 

For 26 years, the Appeal has funded 

ministries to invite more than 147,000 

individuals each year to encounter 

Christ and embrace His Church.   

 

  

  Welcome 

Parish Center Office                       

(507) 288-7313 

Pastor (x 202)                              

Rev. Jim Berning 

Parochial Vicar (x 203)               

Rev. Luis Vargas 

Parish Administrator (x 204)            

Sarah Kinsman           

Office Manager (x 201)                 

Michelle Ibarra    

Financial Secretary (x 205)          

Debbie Worden 

Interim Director of Music (x 301)         

Dan Sherman     

Faith Formation Coordinator  

(x 207)     

Faith Formation Assistant  

(x 208)  Shawn Hernandez                   

St. Francis of Assisi School             

(507) 288-4816 

Principal                                             

Barb Plenge 

Trustees                    

Bruce Anderson                                          

Rosemary Bengal        

Knights of Columbus                            

Dale Frank 

Calvary Cemetery                

Steve Flynn, Director                                                 

(507) 273-0140 

Catholic Charities                          

(507) 287-2047 

  

  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

ORACIÓN ANTE LA PANDEMIA  

 

El Papa Francisco ha pedido a los 

fieles de todo el mundo orar por 

quienes sufren a causa de la pan-

demia de coronavirus COVID-19. 

El mismo Santo Padre cada día 

en su Misa en Santa Marta, que se 

transmite por internet, pide a Dios 

por los afectados.  “Estamos en la 

misma barca, todos frágiles y 

desorientados; pero, al mismo tiempo, importantes y 

necesarios, todos llamados a remar juntos“, dijo el Pa-

pa en su momento extraordinario de oración 

y bendición Urbi et Orbi el 27 de marzo. 

 

Siguiendo el llamado del Papa Francisco, les compar-

to esta oraciones con las que puedes unirte a las in-

tenciones del Santo Padre.  Él ha pedido por los enfer-

mos, por sus familias, por el personal sanitario, por 

quienes están asustados, por quienes temen perder 

sus trabajos, por las familias en problemas económi-

cos, por las personas en cárceles y quienes viven en 

grupos, como los asilos de ancianos. 

 

Oración completa del Papa Francisco a la Virgen del 

Divino Amor 

 

Oh María, 

 

Tú resplandeces siempre en nuestro camino como 

signo de salvación y esperanza. 

 

Nosotros nos encomendamos a Ti, salud de los  

enfermos, que ante la Cruz fuiste asociada al dolor  

de Jesús manteniendo firme tu fe. 

 

Tú, Salvación del Pueblo, sabes lo que necesitamos y 

estamos seguros de que proveerás para que, como 

en Caná de Galilea, pueda regresar la alegría y la 

fiesta después de este momento de prueba. 

 

Ayúdanos, Madre del Divino Amor, a conformarnos a 

la voluntad del Padre y a hacer lo que nos dirá Jesús, 

El ha tomado sobre sí nuestros sufrimientos. 

 

Y ha tomado sobre sí nuestros dolores para llevarnos,  

a través de la Cruz, al gozo de la Resurrección. Amén. 

MARK NUEHRING.  I am very excited 

to be joining the parish as the Direc-

tor of Faith Formation.  For the past 3 

years, I have taught religion at 

Lourdes High School.  Before that I 

spent most of my career in parish 

ministry. Recently, I felt a call back 

to parish ministry and am excited to 

be joining the staff at St. Francis. I 

truly believe God calls us all to recognize how to best 

use our gifts. All of our gifts come from God and it is up 

to us to figure out how to share those gifts for God's 

glory.  I have found 2 unique ways to share my gifts in 

Rochester outside of my primary ministry. For the past 4 

years, I have been on the board for Family Promise 

Rochester, which provides short term housing for 

homeless families. I have learned so much about the 

amount of need there is in our community through this 

organization.  I have also found a niche writing every 4

-6 weeks for the Post Bulletin in the Saturday faith col-

umn.  I try to bring a Catholic lens to important issues 

and make faith relevant.   

 

My wife and I and our 3 children have called Roches-

ter home for the past 20 years. In my free time, I enjoy 

landscaping, spending time with my family and trying 

to be creative in the kitchen. Please call me or email 

with any questions you have about the faith formation 

program. I am very willing to listen and am excited to 

share in your faith journey. I hope we can meet in per-

son soon. 

 

ZACK STACHOWSKI.  I am very excit-

ed to serve as your next Director of 

Music.  I currently reside in Maryland 

with my wife Natalie and have been 

Director of Music at St. Ignatius of 

Loyola in Ijamsville, MD since 2017.  

While serving at both my former and 

current parishes, I have been contin-

ually inspired by a parish community 

that loves to sing and loves to pray the liturgy.  I have 

enjoyed forging the relationships necessary to ensure 

good formation, effective ministry, and recruitment.  I 

am proud to say that every parish music ministry I have 

worked with has experienced significant growth in par-

ticipation, overall musicianship, and their commitment 

to formation.  

 

I look forward to serving the members of this parish 

and to add to the vibrancy and depth of the prayer 

that is experienced here. As a music minister, my pri-

mary instrument and focus is the singing assembly – all 

of you.  I am particularly excited to support the com-

munal voice of this parish through song and prayer.  

  

 WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS members who wish to com-

plete their 2nd and/or 3rd-degree exemplifications in 

an on-line streamed ceremony can do so by typing 

the following link into a browser and following the in-

structions. The exemplification ceremony uses the new 

shortened protocol and lasts 45 minutes. Please use 

this opportunity to complete your degrees. KC mem-

bers who are interested in viewing the ceremony can 

use the same link and register as an observer. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/716460b3001/

ee84df4d-25c6-4bc7-95c3-829db38384fc.pdf 
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A bank that shares your values. 
(507) 285-3700 

www.premierbanks.com
Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318

1-800-201-2392 • VOICEMAIL #206

 
Ted W. Smith

3228 6th Ave NE #A 
Rochester MN  55906 
BUS: 507-252-4640

ted@twsagency.com • www.twsagency.com

 MACKEN 
FUNERAL HOME

Since 1909   
282-1075

Church of St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancis-church.weshareonline.org

Winkels Electric
Electrical Contracting & Repair

Sign Installation & Repair

Ph  288-4515 
www.winkelselectric.com

     Adamson
  Hyundai • Lincoln • Dodge 

  Chrysler • Jeep • Ram 
       www.adamsonmotors.com

289-4004
  4800 Highway 52 N 

Throndson Oil & LP Gas Co.
THE QUALITY PEOPLE OF ROCHESTER

L.P. Gas & Tanks & Diesel & Heating Oils 
Kerosenes & Solvents • Gasoline & Lube Oils

RELIABLE  
Rochester 289-2519   Byron 775-2246

for Safety, Savings, Service & Honesty

Agricultural•Commercial•Industrial•Recreational•Residential

Visit our showroom at 
3021 43rd St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901
31 Years of Experience 
Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured
• Free Estimates • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

RanfRanz & Vine 
funeRal Homes

Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th Street N.W.   
5421 Royal Place N.W.

289-3600

RESTOVICH BRAUN & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

117 E. Center St., Rochester
288-4840

George F. Restovich – 1946-2008
Anna Restovich Braun • Thomas R. Braun

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

MIKE BUSCH AGENCY

281-1210
493 37th St NE, Ste 1

Rochester
www.mikebusch.org

QUARRY HILL FAMILY DENTAL
Dr. Molly Noser Jarrett - Parishioner

Monday 7am-5pm • Tuesday 7am-5pm • Thursday 2pm-8pm  
Comfortable, Convenenient Dental Care 
www.quarryhillfamilydental.com   
507-216-9891 • 828 11th Ave NE

        

Now Enrolling
Preschool - Grade 12
rcsmn.org/admissions

507-424-1817

CALL GARY DRUGG AT 507-226-8300
 SERVICE PARTS

APPLIANCE SERVICE

Git your stuff fixed by the old guy! 
GarysApplianceService.com

Your Prime Source  
for Plans That Work  
with Medicare  

Mike Salscheider, RHU, CLU

2048 Superior Dr NW, Suite 100  
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 280-8232

msalt@pthealth.com

YOUR MEDICARE PLAN EXPERTS

$3 OFF
any Signature Cake or Pie
(excludes Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

3780 Marketplace Dr Nw 
2650 S Broadway Ave, Apache MallPlu# 28 11/30/20

(507) 289-3601

 

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President, Financial Advisor

Home of the Authentic NY Style Pizza 

$5.00 OFF $25 Spent 
With bulletin. Expires 10/6/20

507.424.7800 |                  | www.PNPizza.com

Pick Up & 
Frozen Meals 

Available


