
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

   

 MA Y  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0   |   F I F T H  S UNDAY  O F  E A S T E R  

PRAYER FOR MOTHERS 

 

Mary, Mother of God  

and our Mother,  

pray for all mothers,  

so that they will be able to  

fulfill their maternal responsibilities. 

 

Help them to be lovers and nurturers 

of all human life from the moment 

of conception until natural death, 

all the while being examples for 

their own children. 

 

Pray for their children,  

so that they, too,  

will be faithful followers  

of Your Son. 

We offer these prayers  

in Jesus’ name,  

in union with the Holy Spirit,  

one God forever and ever. 

 

Amen. 

 

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY! 

“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, 

would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again  

and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be.”  

- John 14:2-3 



  

 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY!  This is the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

and Mother’s Day!  Happy Mother’s Day to all of our 

Mothers - both living and to those who have entered 

Eternal Life - as well as to anyone who has given us this 

motherly care and love in our lives.  We thank them 

for their witness of motherly care for us all.  Happy 

Mother’s Day! 

 

EASTER BLESSINGS.  Easter Blessings to everyone and 

we pray that we will get back to some normalcy very 

soon!  Be assured of my daily prayers for you - especially as I offer the Sac-

rifice of the Holy Mass.  We continue to pray for those looking forward to 

being received into the Church and for our Confirmation and First Holy 

Communion Candidates, sponsors and families.  Also for Terry Smith who is 

eagerly awaiting his Ordination to the Diaconate and being in Ministry 

with us in our parish.    

 

CONGRATULATIONS.  Blessings to all who are graduating from our schools 

as well as schools of Higher Education during this time.  Blessings to them 

and their future! 

     

OUR LADY OF FATIMA.  Wednesday, May 13 is the Feast Day of Our Lady of 

Fatima.  We pray to the Blessed Mother in this month of May and ask for 

her intercession as the Mother of Jesus and our Mother.   

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL.  Thank you to the 130 families that have  

made their pledge.  We are currently over 73% of our goal of $57,800.   

Please do not forget to contribute to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 2020.  

You can make your gift online at:  www.catholicfsmn.org/appeal  

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

 

 

 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

UPDATE.  We encourage everyone’s 

participation so we may meet and ex-

ceed our goal.  As always, 100% of the 

monies reached over our goal are re-

turned to the parish for a designated 

building project.  Our projects are as 

follows:  Security, Stained Glass Win-

dows Repair and Maintenance and the 

lighting of the upper window in the bal-

cony of the Immaculate Conception.  

Thank you for everyone’s generosity, 

faith and participation!   

 

Grow closer to Christ by doing your part 

to build up His Church in love. For 26 

years, the Appeal has funded ministries 

to invite more than 147,000 individuals 

each year to encounter Christ and em-

brace His Church.   
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  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

LA VIDA ES CORTA Y LOS SERES 

HUMANOS SOMOS FRÁGILES. 

 

Estos son tiempos inciertos. La 

pandemia mundial ocasionada 

por el COVID-19 ha estado trans-

formando la vida de millones de 

personas de una manera inimagi-

nable desde hace apenas unas 

semanas o incluso días. Los cam-

bios se han estado dando tan rápidamente que nos 

han tomado por sorpresa a la mayoría de la pobla-

ción mundial. Todos estamos tratando de adaptarnos 

a esta nueva realidad con la esperanza de que aca-

be pronto la pandemia, aunque es imposible predecir 

cuánto durará y qué consecuencias tendrá para to-

dos. En estos días de crisis y de confinamiento en casa 

he estado meditando en diferentes principios basados 

en mi perspectiva como seguidor de Jesucristo que 

quisiera compartir con usted. 

 

Las crisis nos recuerdan que todos somos frágiles y sus-

ceptibles a enfermarnos e incluso morir repentinamen-

te. En general los seres humanos hacemos planes para 

el futuro pensando que tenemos el control de nuestras 

vidas, pero basta un pequeño virus, un microorganis-

mo que no podemos ni ver, para alterar completa-

mente nuestras rutinas y destruir nuestros planes. El rey 

poeta del mundo nahua, Nezahualcóyotl quien vivió 

de 1402-1472 y fue el Tlatoani de Texcoco, describió 

con maestría esta realidad en este poema: 

 

Yo Nezahualcóyotl lo pregunto: 

¿Acaso de veras se vive con raíz en la tierra? 

No para siempre en la tierra: 

Sólo un poco aquí, 

Aunque sea de jade se quiebra, 

Aunque sea de oro se rompe, 

Aunque sea plumaje de quetzal se desgarra. 

No para siempre en la tierra: 

Sólo un poco aquí. 

 

Las enfermedades y crisis no hacen diferencia entre 

personas y afectan a todos por igual. Los seres huma-

nos tratan de marcar diferencias económicas, sociales 

o culturales, pero el COVID-19 nos recuerda que todos 

podemos enfermarnos y que todos estamos interco-

nectados y nos necesitamos unos a otros. No importa 

en qué país vivamos, qué edad tengamos o a qué 

nos dediquemos, todos somos importantes y necesa-

rios en este mundo. Solamente se puede detener la 

propagación del virus con la colaboración fraterna de 

todos. Bendiciones para todos.  

 

P. Luis 

 

BUILDING HIS HOUSE: SCOTT 

HAHN REFLECTS ON THE FIFTH 

SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

By His Death, Resurrection and 

Ascension, Jesus has gone 

ahead to prepare a place for us 

in His Father’s house.  His Father’s 

house is no longer a temple 

made by human hands. It is the 

spiritual house of the Church, 

built on the living stone of Christ’s body. 

 

As Peter interprets the Scriptures in today’s Epistle, Je-

sus is the “stone” destined to be rejected by men but 

made the precious cornerstone of God’s dwelling on 

earth (see Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14; 28:16). 

 

Each of us is called to be a living stone in God’s build-

ing (see 1 Corinthians 3:9, 16). In this edifice of the Spir-

it, we are to be “holy priests” offering up “spiritual sac-

rifices” - all our prayer, work, and intentions - to God. 

This is our lofty calling as Christians. This is why Christ led 

us out of the darkness of sin and death as Moses led 

the Israelites from bondage in Egypt. 

 

God’s covenant with Israel made them a royal and 

priestly people who were to announce His praises 

(see Exodus 19:6). By our faith in Christ’s new cove-

nant, we have been made heirs of this chosen race, 

called to glorify the Father in the temple of our bodies 

(see 1 Corinthians 6:19–20; Romans 12:1). 

 

In today’s First Reading, we see the spiritual house of 

the Church being built up, as the Apostles consecrate 

seven deacons so they can devote themselves more 

fully to the “ministry of the Word.” 

 

The Lord’s Word is upright and all His works trustworthy, 

we sing in today’s Psalm. So we can trust Jesus when 

He tells us never to be troubled, but to believe that His 

Word and works come from the Father. 

 

His Word continues its work in the world through the 

Church. We see its beginnings today in Jerusalem. It is 

destined to spread with influence and power (see Acts 

19:20), and to become the imperishable seed by 

which every heart is born anew (see 1 Peter 1:23). 
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