
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

   

 M A Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 0   |   S I X T H  S U N D A Y  O F  E A S T E R  

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,  

Queen of the Angels and  

Mother of the Americas. 

We fly to you today as your  

beloved children. 

We ask you to intercede for us  

with your Son, as you did  

at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 

and gain for our nation and world, 

and for all our families 

and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, 

that we may be spared  

the worst of this illness. 

For those already afflicted, 

we ask you to obtain the  

grace of healing and deliverance. 

Hear the cries of those  

who are vulnerable and fearful, 

wipe away their tears  

and help them to trust. 

In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church  

to love one another and  

to be patient and kind. 

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus 

to our land and to our hearts. 

We come to you with confidence, 

knowing that you truly  

are our compassionate mother, 

health of the sick and  

cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under  

the mantle of your protection, 

keep us in the embrace  

of your arms, 

help us always to know the  

love of your Son, Jesus.  

Amen. 
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“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate  

to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, 

because it neither sees nor knows him. But you know him,  

because he remains with you, and will be in you.”  

- John 14:15-17 



  

 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  

I just wanted to reach out to you and affirm my sup-

port and prayers during these extraordinary times that 

we are facing. Not having public Mass or other liturgi-

cal events is certainly unprecedented. Nevertheless, 

let us not lose hope, fall in despair or become severe 

critics of our leadership or each other during this chal-

lenge of coronavirus.  In my almost thirty years as a 

priest, I never thought the day would come when, as a Church, we would 

need to cancel all Masses, public prayers/liturgies, events and gatherings 

of more than ten people.  Be assured of my daily prayers for you - espe-

cially as I offer the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.   

 

We continue to take necessary steps in light of the coronavirus.  We are 

paying attention to information offered by the CDC as well as our city and 

state leadership and we are following the direction of the Diocese of 

Winona-Rochester under the leadership of Bishop John Quinn.  The church 

continues to remain open at this time from 8AM-2PM Monday through Fri-

day for private prayer.  Our Parish Center Office remains closed at this 

time following the direction of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester.  The staff 

will continue to monitor email and voicemail and our weekly bulletin con-

tinues to be produced and can be accessed both via our website or this 

link: https://parishesonline.com/find/st-francis-of-assisi-church-55904   A 

limited number of copies are available in the Gathering Space.  Please 

check the website for the most up-to-date information. 

 

The faith we share is a communal faith.  Like a “good” virus, it spreads from 

person to person.  How can we keep our faith strong during times like 

this?  Please continue to use this time to draw close to Jesus in prayer, si-

lence, reflection and meditation.  If you have children, please pray with 

them and exercise patience.  All this isolation and social distancing will 

pass … and we can become better, stronger and more faithful if we use 

this time to grow closer to God.  We are never alone – God will never 

abandon us.  Do not be afraid! 

 

Certainly COVID-19 cannot squelch the power of the Holy Spirit, for the 

Spirit of God is everywhere!  Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit - let us 

respond to this pandemic with goodness and love and not with fear and 

anxiety, two powerful tools of the devil.  Help a neighbor in need, pray for 

others, delve into God's Word and wash your hands!! 

  

In Christ, 

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

P.S.  The staff has continued to send out email “blasts” periodically over 

the last few months to keep you informed.  If you are not receiving our 

emails, please reach out to us with an updated email! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Welcome 

Parish Center Office                       

(507) 288-7313 

Pastor (x 202)                              

Rev. Jim Berning 

Parochial Vicar (x 203)               

Rev. Luis Vargas  

Parish Administrator (x 204)            

Sarah Kinsman           

Office Manager (x 201)                 

Michelle Ibarra    

Financial Secretary (x 205)          

Debbie Worden 

Interim Director of Music (x 301)         

Dan Sherman     

Faith Formation  

Mark Nuehring (June 2020)  (x 207)     

Faith Formation Assistant  

(x 208)  Shawn Hernandez                   

St. Francis of Assisi School             

(507) 288-4816 

Principal                                             

Barb Plenge 

Trustees                    

Bruce Anderson                                          

Rosemary Bengal        

Knights of Columbus                            

Dale Frank  

Calvary Cemetery                

Steve Flynn, Director                                                  

(507) 273-0140 

Catholic Charities                          

(507) 287-2047 

  

  Par ish Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 
Francis of Assisi. Our church has 
helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 
city of Rochester since 1937.  We 
seek to foster the spiritual growth 
of our parishioners through the cel-
ebration of the Sacraments, cat-
echesis, community life, and per-
sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 
we strive to rebuild the Church 
and to console the heart of Jesus 
by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

MAYO DEDICADO  

A LA VIRGEN MARÍA 

 

Cuando se aproxima el mes de 

mayo, muchas propagandas em-

piezan a circularse en muchos 

canales de televisiones para re-

cordarle a la gente la importan-

cia de dicho mes. En numerosos 

países, mayo es tradicionalmente 

conocido como el mes dentro del cual se celebra el 

día de la madre.  Por tal razón, es considerado como 

el mes más bello y más esperanzador. Para los cristia-

nos católicos, es el mes más bello como María es la 

mujer más bella que ha existido en el planeta. 

 

El beato Pablo VI en la carta Encíclica “Mense Maio”, 

atribuye de manera impresionante lo bello de este 

mes a la virgen María. Según él, “el mes de mayo es el 

mes en el que los templos y en las casas particulares 

suben a María desde el corazón de los cristianos el 

más ferviente y afectuoso homenaje de su oración y 

de su veneración. Y es también el mes en el que des-

de su trono descienden hasta nosotros los dones más 

generosos y abundantes de la divina misericordia.”  

No se puede afirmar que los cristianos católicos mues-

tran su sentido de veneración a la Virgen María única-

mente en el mes de mayo, sino que lo especial de es-

te mes es que, toda la Iglesia pone su atención a la 

contemplación del papel de la madre de Dios en la 

historia de nuestra salvación. Para ello, el mes de ma-

yo es tiempo de intensificar nuestras oraciones a Dios 

a través de María por las necesidades propias y las del 

mundo entero. Es tiempo en el que la Iglesia invita a 

todos los fieles a interiorizar e imitar las virtudes de Ma-

ría  tanto a nivel personal como comunitario. Así que, 

el rezo del rosario se vuelve muy importante durante 

este mes. A través de la contemplación de diferentes 

misterios del rosario, María nos trae a Jesús a nuestras 

vidas como lo trajo al mundo durante la Encarnación. 

 

ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT: SCOTT HAHN 

REFLECTS ON THE SIXTH SUNDAY 

OF EASTER 

 

Jesus will not leave us alone. He 

won’t make us children of God in 

Baptism only to leave us 

“orphans,” He assures us in to-

day’s Gospel (see Romans 8:14–

17). He asks the Father to give us 

His Spirit, to dwell with us and 

keep us united in the life He shares with the Father. 

We see the promised gift of His Spirit being conferred 

in today’s First Reading. 

 

The scene from Acts apparently depicts a primitive 

Confirmation rite. Philip, one of the first deacons 

(see Acts 6:5), proclaims the Gospel in the non-Jewish 

city of Samaria. The Samaritans accept the Word of 

God (see Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:13) and are 

baptized. It remains for the Apostles to send their rep-

resentatives, Peter and John, to pray and lay hands on 

the newly baptized - that they might receive the Holy 

Spirit. This is the origin of our sacrament of Confirmation 

(see Acts 19:5–6), by which the grace of Baptism is 

completed and believers are sealed with the Spirit 

promised by the Lord. 

 

We remain in this grace so long as we love Christ and 

keep His commandments. And strengthened in the 

Spirit whom Jesus said would be our Advocate, we are 

called to bear witness to our salvation—to the tremen-

dous deeds that God has done for us in the name of 

His Son. 

 

In today’s Psalm, we celebrate our liberation. As He 

changed the sea into dry land to free the captive Isra-

elites, Christ suffered that He might lead us to God, as 

we hear in today’s Epistle.  This is the reason for our 

hope - the hope that sustains us in the face of a world 

that cannot accept His truth, the hope that sustains us 

when we are maligned and defamed for His name’s 

sake. Put to death in the flesh, He was brought to life in 

the Spirit, Paul tells us today. And as He himself promis-

es: “Because I live, you will live.” 

 
 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL.  Thank you to the 132 
families that have  made their pledge.  We are cur-
rently over 75 of our goal of $57,800.  As always, 100% 
of the monies reached over our goal are returned to 
the parish for a designated building project.  Our pro-
jects are as follows:  Security, Stained Glass Windows 
Repair and Maintenance and the lighting of the up-
per window in the balcony of the Immaculate Con-
ception.  We encourage everyone’s participation so 
we may meet and exceed our goal.  Please do not 
forget to contribute to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 
2020.  You can make your gift online at:  
www.catholicfsmn.org/appeal  



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Church of Saint Francis Assisi, Rochester, MN A 4C 02-0007

A bank that shares your values. 
(507) 285-3700 

www.premierbanks.com
Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318

1-800-201-2392 • VOICEMAIL #206

 
Ted W. Smith

3228 6th Ave NE #A 
Rochester MN  55906 
BUS: 507-252-4640

ted@twsagency.com • www.twsagency.com

 MACKEN 
FUNERAL HOME

Since 1909   
282-1075

Church of St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancis-church.weshareonline.org

Winkels Electric
Electrical Contracting & Repair

Sign Installation & Repair

Ph  288-4515 
www.winkelselectric.com

     Adamson
  Hyundai • Lincoln • Dodge 

  Chrysler • Jeep • Ram 
       www.adamsonmotors.com

289-4004
  4800 Highway 52 N 

Throndson Oil & LP Gas Co.
THE QUALITY PEOPLE OF ROCHESTER

L.P. Gas & Tanks & Diesel & Heating Oils 
Kerosenes & Solvents • Gasoline & Lube Oils

RELIABLE  
Rochester 289-2519   Byron 775-2246

for Safety, Savings, Service & Honesty

Agricultural•Commercial•Industrial•Recreational•Residential

Visit our showroom at 
3021 43rd St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901
31 Years of Experience 
Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured
• Free Estimates • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

RanfRanz & Vine 
funeRal Homes

Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th Street N.W.   
5421 Royal Place N.W.

289-3600

RESTOVICH BRAUN & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

117 E. Center St., Rochester
288-4840

George F. Restovich – 1946-2008
Anna Restovich Braun • Thomas R. Braun

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

MIKE BUSCH AGENCY

281-1210
493 37th St NE, Ste 1

Rochester
www.mikebusch.org

QUARRY HILL FAMILY DENTAL
Dr. Molly Noser Jarrett - Parishioner

Monday 7am-5pm • Tuesday 7am-5pm • Thursday 2pm-8pm  
Comfortable, Convenenient Dental Care 
www.quarryhillfamilydental.com   
507-216-9891 • 828 11th Ave NE

        

Now Enrolling
Preschool - Grade 12
rcsmn.org/admissions

507-424-1817

CALL GARY DRUGG AT 507-226-8300
 SERVICE PARTS

APPLIANCE SERVICE

Git your stuff fixed by the old guy! 
GarysApplianceService.com

Your Prime Source  
for Plans That Work  
with Medicare  

Mike Salscheider, RHU, CLU

2048 Superior Dr NW, Suite 100  
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 280-8232

msalt@pthealth.com

YOUR MEDICARE PLAN EXPERTS

$3 OFF
any Signature Cake or Pie
(excludes Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

3780 Marketplace Dr Nw 
2650 S Broadway Ave, Apache MallPlu# 28 11/30/20

(507) 289-3601

 

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President, Financial Advisor

Home of the Authentic NY Style Pizza 

$5.00 OFF $25 Spent 
With bulletin. Expires 10/6/20

507.424.7800 |                  | www.PNPizza.com

Pick Up & 
Frozen Meals 

Available


