
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them  

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive  

are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”  

- John 20:21-23 

 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 
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A PENTECOST PRAYER 

Blessed John Paul II 

 

Holy Spirit,  

Sweetest Guest of our hearts, 

 

Lead us to recognize in Jesus of 

Nazareth the Lord of glory,  

the Savior of the world, and the  

supreme fulfillment of history. 

 

With the power of your gifts, guide 

the Church courageously so she 

may bring generations to come the 

light of the Word that saves. 

 

Renew the face of the earth.  

Rouse in us the desire for unity. 

 

Let the wealth of charisms and  

ministries contribute to the unity of 

the Church. 

 

Let lay people, the consecrated, 

and ordained priests build together 

the Kingdom of God. 

 

Inspire solidarity with those in need, 

provide comfort to the infirm, instill 

trust and hope in those who are 

tested, revive in everyone the  

commitment to a better future. 

 

To You, Spirit of Love, praise, honor, 

and glory forever and ever.  

Amen.  



  

 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

PENTECOST SUNDAY.  This is the Solemnity of Pentecost 

and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit into our lives.  The 

birthday of the Church!  We pray - Come Holy Spirit!  

The Easter season ends after Night Prayer on Pente-

cost Sunday.  We move back into Ordinary Time that 

always becomes extra-ordinary for us!   Come Holy 

Spirit!  

 

COME HOLY SPIRIT!  Congratulations and Blessings to 

all who are graduating from our Schools and Schools 

of Higher Education during this time.  Blessings to them and their future -    

Come Holy Spirit!  We also continue to pray for those looking forward to be 

received into the Church and for our Confirmation and First Holy Commun-

ion Candidates, sponsors and families.  Also for Terry Smith who is eagerly 

awaiting his Ordination to the Diaconate and going to be with us in Ministry 

in our parish.   Come Holy Spirit!  

 

PARISH SUPPORT.   Thank you to those that have been so generous in their 

continued financial support of the parish.  Our Weekly Collections remain 

essential to the continued operation of our parish and its mission. Please 

use online giving, drop-off or mail contributions to the Parish Center Office. 

 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL UPDATE.  Thank you to the 133 families 

that have  made their pledge.  We are currently over 79% of our goal of 

$57,800.  We encourage everyone’s participation so we may meet and 

exceed our goal.  As always, 100% of the monies reached over our goal 

are returned to the parish for a designated building project.  Our projects 

are as follows:  Security, Stained Glass Windows Repair and Maintenance 

and the lighting of the upper window in the balcony of the Immaculate 

Conception.  Thank you for everyone’s generosity, faith and participation!  

Please do not forget to contribute to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 2020.  

You can make your gift online at:  www.catholicfsmn.org/appeal  

 

THANK YOU!  We appreciate your patience as we fine tune the procedures 

under the recommendations of health authorities and the Diocese of 

Winona-Rochester for resuming public Masses.  At this time, there is no de-

finitive date for Masses to resume.  Thank you for your patience and pray-

ers during this unprecedented time.  

 

Fr Jim Berning 
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  Par ish Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 
Francis of Assisi. Our church has 
helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 
city of Rochester since 1937.  We 
seek to foster the spiritual growth 
of our parishioners through the cel-
ebration of the Sacraments, cat-
echesis, community life, and per-
sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 
we strive to rebuild the Church 
and to console the heart of Jesus 
by serving our neighbors in need. 

Parishioners, we miss you and we are praying for you! 
 

Fr Berning & Fr Luis 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

HOY ES PENTECOSTÉS  

 

Hoy la Iglesia está celebrando la 

solemnidad de Pentecostés. La 

venida del Espíritu Santo sobre 

María y los apóstoles. 

 

Jesús en la Última Cena promete 

enviar el Espíritu Santo para que 

esté con sus discípulos siempre. 

Esta es la Alianza del Nuevo Testamento, cincuenta 

días después de la resurrección de Jesús: “Estando 

todos reunidos en un mismo lugar, de repente vino del 

cielo un ruido, como el de una ráfaga de viento  

impetuoso que llenó toda la casa en la que se  

encontraban. Se les aparecieron unas lenguas como 

de fuego que se repartieron y se posaron sobre cada 

uno de ellos; quedaron todos llenos del Espíritu Santo, 

y se pusieron a hablar en otras lenguas, según el  

Espíritu les concedía expresarse”. (Hch 2, 1-4) 

 

Desde entonces la Iglesia Católica reconoce que el 

Espíritu Santo es quien guía el rumbo de la Iglesia y, el 

de cada bautizado, sin importar la época en nos ha-

ya tocado vivir. 

 

La fiesta de Pentecostés es una de las más grandes 

que celebra la Iglesia después de Navidad y  

Resurrección, pues reconocemos la venida del Espíritu 

Santo sobre aquella primera comunidad cristiana, 

 infundiendo en ellos los dones y carismas necesarios 

para perseverar en la verdad, llevar a cabo la misión 

encomendada por Jesús, de ser testigos, ir, bautizar y 

enseñar a todas las naciones. (Jn 14,15) 

 

Esto es lo que conmemoramos en Pentecostés, que el 

mismo Espíritu de hace 2000 años es el que se sigue 

posando el día de hoy en cada miembro de la Iglesia 

para llevarnos a Dios y asimilar nuestras vidas cotidia-

nas como obras del Espíritu Santo al servicio del  

prójimo. 
 

A MIGHTY WIND: SCOTT HAHN  

REFLECTS ON PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

The giving of the Spirit to the 

new people of God crowns the 

mighty acts of the Father in sal-

vation history. 

 

The Jewish feast of Pentecost 

called all devout Jews to Jerusa-

lem to celebrate their birth as 

God’s chosen people, in the 

covenant Law given to Moses at Sinai (see Leviticus 

23:15–21; Deuteronomy 16:9–11). 

 

In today’s First Reading the mysteries prefigured in that 

feast are fulfilled in the pouring out of the Spirit on Mary 

and the Apostles (see Acts 1:14).  The Spirit seals the 

new law and new covenant brought by Jesus, written 

not on stone tablets but on the hearts of believers, as 

the prophets promised (see 2 Corinthians 3:2–

8; Romans 8:2). 

 

The Spirit is revealed as the life-giving breath of the Fa-

ther, the Wisdom by which He made all things, as we 

sing in today’s Psalm. In the beginning, the Spirit came 

as a “mighty wind” sweeping over the face of the 

earth (see Genesis 1:2). And in the new creation of 

Pentecost, the Spirit again comes as “a strong, driving 

wind” to renew the face of the earth. 

 

As God fashioned the first man out of dust and filled 

him with His Spirit (see Genesis 2:7), in today’s Gospel 

we see the New Adam become a life-giving Spirit, 

breathing new life into the Apostles (see 1 Corinthians 

15:45, 47).  Like a river of living water, for all ages He will 

pour out His Spirit on His body, the Church, as we hear 

in today’s Epistle (see also John 7:37–39). 

 

We receive that Spirit in the sacraments, being made a 

“new creation” in Baptism (see 2 Corinthians 

5:17; Galatians 6:15). Drinking of the one Spirit in the 

Eucharist (see 1 Corinthians 10:4), we are the first fruits 

of a new humanity - fashioned from out of every nation 

under heaven, with no distinctions of wealth or lan-

guage or race, a people born of the Spirit. 
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