
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God  

did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that  

the world might be saved through him.  

- John 3:16-17 

 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 
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A PRAYER  

FOR THE NATION 

 

O God,  

who arrange all things  

according to a wonderful design, 

graciously receive the prayers 

we pour out to you  

for our country, that,  

through the wisdom of its leaders 

and the integrity of its citizens, 

harmony and justice  

may be assured and  

lasting prosperity  

come with peace. 

 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

your Son, who lives and reigns  

with you in the unity of  

the Holy Spirit, one God,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY.  This is the Solemnity of Most 

Holy Trinity.  God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  God 

sent His Son to save us and to forgive us, making us His 

adopted children.  Like the Trinity, may we be united 

in peace and love through the Spirit, through whom 

we offer God praise and glory.  

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL UPDATE.  Thank you to 

the 134 families that have already made their pledge.  

We are currently at 80% of our goal of $57,800.  We 

encourage everyone’s participation so we may meet and exceed our 

goal.  As always, 100% of the monies reached over our goal are returned to 

the parish for a designated building project.  Our projects are as follows:  

Security, Stained Glass Windows Repair and Maintenance and the lighting 

of the upper window in the balcony of the Immaculate Conception.  

Thank you for everyone’s generosity, faith and participation!  

  

THANK YOU!  We appreciate your patience as we fine tune the procedures 

under the recommendations of health authorities and the Diocese of 

Winona-Rochester for resuming public Masses.  We continue to wait for a 

date to open our churches and to do it safely for the good of all.  I thank 

the Parish Consult group in helping us make this happen along with the 

other parishes in Rochester.  At this time, there is no definitive date for Mass-

es to resume.  Be assured of my daily prayers for you and especially at the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.   Thank you for your patience and prayers 

during this unprecedented time.  

 

We pray for those looking forward to be received into the Church and for 

our Confirmation and First Holy Communion Candidates, sponsors and 

families.  Also for Terry Smith who is eagerly awaiting his Ordination to the 

Diaconate and going to be with us in Ministry in our parish.    

 

We pray for justice and peace in this unprecedented time in our state, na-

tion and world.    

 

Fr Jim Berning 
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  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 

 

BLESSED FATHER MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY.  ROME – The 

Vatican today (May 27) announced that Pope Francis 

approved the promulgation of a decree recognizing a 

miracle attributed to the intercession of the founder of 

the Knights of Columbus, Venerable Father Michael J. 

McGivney, a Connecticut priest who served his flock 

during the pandemic of 1890, before himself becom-

ing ill and dying of pneumonia.  The pope’s action 

means that Father McGivney can be declared 

“Blessed,” the step just prior to sainthood. An additional 

miracle attributed to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required for 

his canonization as a saint.  A date will soon be set for the beatification 

Mass, which will take place in Connecticut. It will include the reading of 

an apostolic letter from the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title 

“Blessed” on Father McGivney.  �



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

TIEMPO ORDINARIO EN LA  

LITURGIA DE LA IGLESIA 

 

Todo buen católico sabe que du-

rante el año tenemos varios 

“tiempos litirgicos” en los cuales 

distribuimos la lectura de la Pala-

bra de Dios, meditamos sobre un 

aspecto de la vida de Jesús, y 

profundizamos en un misterio de 

la vida de Jesús. Tenemos el tiempo de Adviento, de 

Navidad, de Pascua, etc. Y hay un tiempo bastante 

peculiar, que probablemente sabemos poco de él, es 

el llamado Tiempo Ordinario. 

 

¿Por qué se llama así? La respuesta es sencilla: se lla-

ma “tiempo ordinario”, porque en dicho tiempo se 

medita sobre la “vida ordinaria” de Jesús, es decir, 

qué hizo con sus discípulos, los lugares que visitó, los 

milagros que realizó. Pero, a diferencia de otros tiem-

pos, en el tiempo ordinario se profundiza en la vida 

cotidiana Jesús. Por ejemplo, en el tiempo de Navidad 

se profundiza sobre el nacimiento de Jesús, en el tiem-

po de Pascua se profundiza en la Resurrección de Je-

sús, mientras que en el tiempo ordinario no hay un mis-

terio específico que se profundice, sino más bien se 

acompaña a Jesús en sus “actividades” de día a día. 

 

Este tiempo es peculiar, es el más largo del año, dura 

entre 33 a 34 semanas de las 52 que hay, el color que 

se utiliza es el verde, comienza después de la fiesta del 

Bautismo del Señor y concluye con la Solemnidad de 

Cristo Rey del Universo. Y ahora ya sabemos, se lla-

ma ordinario porque acompañamos a Jesús en su vi-

da ordinaria. 

 

Les invito a aprovechar este Tiempo Ordinario con 

gran fervor, con esperanza, creciendo en las virtudes 

teologales. Es tiempo de gracia y salvación. Encontra-

remos a Dios en cada rincón de nuestro día. Basta te-

ner ojos de fe para descubrirlo, no vivir miopes y ence-

rrados en nuestro egoísmo y problemas. Dios va a pa-

sar por nuestro camino.  

 

Cristo, déjanos acompañarte durante este Tiempo Or-

dinario, para que aprendamos de ti a cómo compor-

tarnos con tu Padre, con los demás, con los aconteci-

mientos prósperos o adversos de la vida. Vamos conti-

go, ¿a quién temeremos? Queremos ser santos para 

santificar y elevar a nuestro mundo. 

 

 

HOW GOD LOVES: SCOTT HAHN 

REFLECTS ON TRINITY SUNDAY 

 

We often begin Mass with the 

prayer from today’s Epistle: “The 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with all of you.” We praise the 

God who has revealed Himself 

as a Trinity, a communion of per-

sons.  Communion with the Trini-

ty is the goal of our worship - and the purpose of the 

salvation history that begins in the Bible and continues 

in the Eucharist and sacraments of the Church. 

 

We see the beginnings of God’s self-revelation in to-

day’s First Reading, as He passes before Moses and 

cries out His holy name. Israel had sinned in worship-

ping the golden calf (see Exodus 32). But God does not 

condemn them to perish. Instead, He proclaims His 

mercy and faithfulness to His covenant. God loved Isra-

el as His firstborn son among the nations (see Exodus 

4:22). Through Israel - heirs of His covenant with Abra-

ham - God planned to reveal Himself as the Father of 

all nations (see Genesis 22:18). 

 

The memory of God’s covenant testing of Abraham - 

and Abraham’s faithful obedience - lies behind today’s 

Gospel.  In commanding Abraham to offer his only be-

loved son (see Genesis 22:2, 12, 16), God was prepar-

ing us for the fullest possible revelation of His love for 

the world.  As Abraham was willing to offer Isaac, God 

did not spare His own Son but handed Him over for us 

all (see Romans 8:32).  In this, He revealed what was 

only disclosed partially to Moses - that His kindness con-

tinues for a thousand generations, that He forgives our 

sin, and that He takes us back as His very own people 

(see Deuteronomy 4:20; 9:29). 

 

Jesus humbled himself to die in obedience to God’s 

will. And for this, the Spirit of God raised Him from the 

dead (see Romans 8:11), and gave Him a name above 

every name (see Philippians 2:8–10).  This is the name 

we glorify in today’s Responsorial - the name of our 

Lord, the God who is Love (see 1 John 4;8, 16). 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS.  Following 

the direction of the Diocese of 

Winona-Rochester, the parish center 

office remains closed until further 

notice.  The staff continues to moni-

tor email and voicemail daily and 

will respond to your messages.  Please note that sum-

mer hours for the parish center office will be from 

8:30AM until 4:30 PM Monday through Thursday once 

the parish center office re-opens.  THANK YOU!  
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