
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

 

 

Church of  

St Francis of Assisi 

1114 Third Street SE 

Rochester, MN 55904 

507.288.7313 

http://stfrancis-church.org 

 

Weekday Mass: 

Monday - Friday 7AM 

 

School Mass: 

Tuesday 9:15AM 

 

Weekend Mass:   

Saturday 4:30PM          

Sunday 8AM, 10AM 

 

In Spanish:  

Sunday 12PM 

       

Misa En Español:  

Domingo 12PM   

 

Parish Center Hours: 

Monday-Thursday  

8:30AM - 4:30PM 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jim Berning 

 

Parochial Vicar                

Rev. Luis Vargas 

 

"It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs."  

She said, "Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from  

the table of their masters." Then Jesus said to her in reply, "O woman,  

great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish."  

And the woman's daughter was healed from that hour.  

- Matthew 15:26b-28 
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 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

FIRST COMMUNION.  This weekend, we will again have 

a number of our children receiving First Communion.  

We rejoice and give thanks for such a joyful and faith-

filled celebration!  It is a great day for these children, 

their families and for our entire parish family.  We offer 

them our prayers and our heartfelt  congratulations!  

May they inspire us to always receive Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament with joyful anticipation and excite-

ment, and hearts open to receive His graces.  

 

CONFIRMATION.  The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated next 

Saturday, August 22 at the 4:30PM Mass.  If you regularly attend this Mass, 

we ask that you attend one of our Sunday Masses so that our Confirmandi 

and their families can be safely accommodated.  I will be the celebrant 

due to Bishop Quinn’s schedule.  We pray for our Confirmandi, sponsors 

and families.  

 

NEW DEACON.  Terry Smith will be ordained next Sunday, August 23 at the 

Basilica of Saint Stanislaus in Winona.  Terry will be our new Permanent Dea-

con here at St. Francis of Assisi Parish. 

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH!  MUCHAS GRACIAS!  Thank you so much for your 

continued response to the mailing that was recently sent out.  Time and 

again, you respond to the call with generosity.  We know these are difficult 

times, and we appreciate your support!  

 

PARISH UPDATES.  Due to the unpredictability of the course of COVID, espe-

cially in the case of large public gatherings, we have decided it is in the 

best interest of our parishioners to cancel this summer’s Parish Picnic and  

Rummage Sale. While we are saddened and disappointed to be unable to 

share this time with you, we feel it is the most responsible decision.   

 

In order to ensure the safety of volunteers, parishioners and visitors, it was 

also decided to cancel the 2020 Fall Festival - as preparations normally 

begin early June and continue all summer.  Because we won’t be able to 

have our traditional on-site Fall Festival celebration and fundraiser this year, 

we are looking to you to help us with some ways to honor the festival as 

well as raise some needed funds.  Please call or email us with your creative 

ideas on how we can ‘safely’ celebrate our Feast Day!  

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

 

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, bless the children  

coming forward to receive Holy Communion for the first time.  

May this day be the step toward a life-long love of the Eucharist. 

Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that they turn to you for comfort, 

guidance, and wisdom as they grow into full discipleship. 

Thank you for their innocence and goodness. 

May their hands, extended in anticipation of your body and blood,  

inspire all of us to cherish this sacred Sacrament.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Welcome 

Parish Center Office                       

(507) 288-7313 

Pastor (x 202)                              

Rev. Jim Berning 

Parochial Vicar (x 203)               

Rev. Luis Vargas 

Parish Administrator (x 204)            

Sarah Kinsman           

Office Manager (x 201)                 

Michelle Ibarra    

Financial Secretary (x 205)          

Debbie Worden 

Director of Music/Liturgy (x 301)         

Zack Stachowski 

Faith Formation  

Mark Nuehring (x 207)     

Faith Formation Assistant  

(x 208)   

St. Francis of Assisi School             

(507) 288-4816 

Principal                                             

Barb Plenge 

Trustees                    

Bruce Anderson                                          

Rosemary Bengal        

Knights of Columbus                            

Dale Frank 

Calvary Cemetery                

Steve Flynn, Director                                                 

(507) 273-0140 

Catholic Charities                          

(507) 287-2047 

  

  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

FELICIDADES A LOS NUEVOS  

CONFIRMANDOS  

 

El próximo fin de semana un buen 

grupo de jóvenes de nuestra pa-

rroquia estarán recibiendo el sa-

cramento de la confirmación, son 

21 jóvenes tanto americanos co-

mo hispanos que estuvieron pre-

parándose muy conscientemente 

durante dos años para recibir este grandioso sacra-

mento.   

 

El sacramento de la Confirmación permite acoger al 

Espíritu Santo en el corazón y recibir sus siete dones: la 

sabiduría, la inteligencia, el consejo, la fortaleza, la 

ciencia, la piedad y el temor de Dios. 

 

“Cuando acogemos al Espíritu Santo en nuestros cora-

zones, y lo dejamos actuar, Cristo se hace presente en 

nosotros y toma forma en nuestra vida, a través de 

nosotros será el mismo Cristo quien orará, perdonará, 

infundirá esperanza y consuelo, servirá a los hermanos, 

estará cerca de los necesitados y de los últimos, crea-

rá comunión y sembrará la paz”, explicó. 

 

La palabra “Confirmación” significa “unción”: a través 

del óleo la persona que lo recibe es formado, en el 

poder del Espíritu, según Jesucristo, el único verdadero 

“ungido”. 

 

El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica detalla que este 

sacramento confiere un crecimiento de la gracia bau-

tismal: nos une más firmemente a Cristo; completa 

nuestro vínculo con la Iglesia; nos concede una fuerza 

especial del Espíritu Santo para difundir y defender la 

fe, para confesar el nombre de Cristo y para no sentir 

jamás vergüenza de su cruz. 

 

La Confirmación debe entenderse en continuidad 

con el Bautismo, al que está vinculada inseparable-

mente. Estos dos sacramentos, junto con la Eucaristía, 

constituyen la llamada “iniciación cristiana”, en la que 

la persona es insertada en Cristo Jesús muerto y resuci-

tado, y se convierte en nueva criatura y miembro de 

la Iglesia.  

 

Felicitaciones a este selecto grupo de jóvenes por 

acoger el don del Espíritu Santo en sus vidas, a través 

del sacramento de la Confirmación.  

 

  

  Th is  Week’s  In tent ions  and Readings 

For the Week of August 17, 2020 

 

MON  Aug 17   7:00 AM Wendy Hagan  † 

TUE  Aug 18     7:00 AM Don & Jerry Preoschl  †   

WED  Aug 19 7:00 AM Juanita Foster  

THU  Aug 20   7:00 AM James Neisen (B-day)  †  

FRI  Aug 21     7:00 AM Steve & Clara Woodward †  

SAT  Aug 22  4:30 PM Our Confirmation Students    

SUN  Aug 23    8:00 AM Michael Long † 

                                10:00 AM    For the Parish  

                       **     12:00 PM       

        

* School Mass    ** Spanish Mass 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you have a desire to remember someone who has  

passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,  

Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday 

Masses and on the weekends.  You are welcome to stop  

by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention  

during normal office hours.  

Readings for the Week of August 16, 2020 

Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/

Mt 15:21-28 

Monday: Ez 24:15-24/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-36ab 

[39c]/Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [Ez 36:25]/Mt 22:1

-14 

Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 10b]/

Mt 23:1-12 

Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-

36/Mt 16:13-20 

 

Las lecturas de la semana del 16 de agosto de 2020 

Domingo:  Is 56, 1. 6-7/Sal 67, 2-3. 5. 6. 8 [4]/Rom 11, 13-15. 

29-32/Mt 15, 21-28 

Lunes: Ez 24, 15-24/Dt 32, 18-19. 20. 21 [cfr. 18]/Mt 19, 16-22 

Martes: Ez 28, 1-10/Dt 32, 26-27. 27-28. 30. 35-36 [39]/Mt 19, 

23-30 

Miércoles: Ez 34, 1-11/Sal 23, 1-3. 3-4. 5. 6 [1]/Mt 20, 1-16 

Jueves: Ez 36, 23-28/Sal 51, 12-13. 14-15. 18-19 [Ez 36, 25]/Mt 

22, 1-14 

Viernes: Ez 37, 1-14/Sal 107, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 [1]/Mt 22, 34-40 

Sábado: Ez 43, 1-7/Sal 85, 9 y 10. 11-12. 13-14 [cfr. 10]/Mt 23, 

1-12 

Domingo siguiente: Is 22, 19-23/Sal 138, 1-2. 2-3. 6. 8 [8]/

Rom 11, 33-36/Mt 16, 13-20 
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A warm WELCOME is extended to all who come to the  

Church of St. Francis of Assisi!  We are grateful to our 

faithful parishioners & welcome our neighbors &  

guests who are visiting us. We want you to know  

that you are always welcome here!  

Children’s Faith Formation will look different this 

year, again, especially with the Rochester Public 

School’s decision that K-8 will be a hybrid, and high 

school will be starting virtually this fall. 

 

We have set Wednesday, October 21 as our first 

Faith formation night.  We would like families to get 

into a school routine before adding weekly faith for-

mation classes.  We are also being very cautious in 

not wanting to contribute to spreading the virus.  

 

It is always important to remember that faith for-

mation is SO much more that simply coming to 

Wednesday night or Sunday morning classes. 

Our faith formation is most importantly passed 

down, and lived.  

 

I have vivid memories of my Grandparents model-

ing their faith by their involvement in their parish, 

their devote attendance at weekly Mass, and the 

way they lived their faith at home.  I will always be 

grateful for how they modeled their faith and 

helped me see its importance by how they lived 

their faith.  This modeling has stayed with much 

more than any brilliant faith formation teacher.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions!  I can 

be reached at youthminister@st.francis-church.org 

or 288-7313. 

 

-  Mark Nuehring 

 School  News  

 Fai th  Format ion  

Rochester Catholic Schools 

(RCS) is committed to providing 

our students with an exceptional 

Catholic education for the 2020-

2021 school year. RCS plans to 

begin the year on campus with 

in-person classes on August 31. 

We will continue to plan to 

adapt our instructional model in 

this rapidly changing environment, if needed, to 

provide the most positive, productive, and safe envi-

ronment for our students and staff. 

  

Whether on campus or online, RCS offers a high-

quality education with small class sizes that allow for 

individualized attention and support for your student 

- academically, emotionally, and spiritually.  Please 

call (507) 424-1817 to check availability before ap-

plying.  

MusicNotes 

 

Without proper context, the Jesus we are confronted 

with in today's Gospel seems jarring and out-of-

character; it is not often we see Jesus being so dis-

missive and harsh with someone seeking help. Howev-

er, Jesus' initial treatment of the Canaanite woman 

would not have been shocking to the primarily Jewish 

audience that Matthew was addressing.  

 

For a period of time, the Israelites actually enslaved 

some of the Canaanites when they took hold of the 

land. In other words, the Canaanites were generally 

looked down upon. This was a rhetorical way for Mat-

thew to communicate to his audience how radical an 

act of mercy this was when Jesus did relent and heal 

the woman's daughter.  

 

Our hymns this weekend speak to the mercy of God 

and the kind of mercy we are called to offer as follow-

ers of Christ. In our gathering song (There's A Wideness 

in God's Mercy) and responsorial psalm (Psalm 67: May 

God Bless Us in His Mercy), we extol the depths of God's 

endless mercy.  

 

Our offertory song (When You Come) calls us to action 

and self-examination: when have we encountered 

Christ and offered mercy? We give thanks and praise 

for the healing power of God in our communion song 

(Healed in Christ) and then we rejoice in God's saving 

power and grace as we are sent forth (Amazing 

Grace). 

 

To listen to these songs again, you can find links to 

YouTube and Spotify playlists on our parish Facebook 

page! Follow us @ stfrancisrochmn 

 

- Zack 

litfranc@stfrancis-church.org 

Mu s i c  a n d  L i t u r g y  



Atenco Lechuga, Vanessa 

Atenco Lechuga, Carla 

Avilez, Marco 

Brambila, Sandra 

Canales, Jackeline 

Contreras, Carlee 

Corona Trevino, Ariel 

Finley, Kimberly 

Galeana Ramos, Ivan 

Hernandez, Edward 

Hernandez, Alonzo 

Kane, Evan 

Maldonado,  Alejandro 

Miranda-Cardoso, Eduardo 

Ochoa, Manuel 

Orozco Perez, Guadalupe 

Ortega Rojas, Irvin 

Ortega Rojas, Cesar 

Ortiz, Esmerelda Emely 

Payne, Adelyn 

Pena, Juan 

Pena, Stephanie 

Rojas Chavez, Ulises 

Roldan, David 

Roldan, Rosa 

Roldan, Jorge 

Sagastume, Haziel 

Sanchez, Danna 

Sanchez, Diego 

Sanchez, Melany 

Sanchez Villalobo, Kerlin 

Valdez, Camila 

Valdez, Lucia 

Valdez, Solana 

Valenzuela, America 

Villalobo, Yeilin Dariany 

Zuniga, Jackelyn 

Zuniga, Gerardo 

 

Please join us in praying for these children and youth as they receive Holy Communion for the first time.   

May their joy lead each of us to a renewed gratitude for the gift of the Eucharist. 

 

��

�

Por favor únase a nosotros en oración por estos niños, ya que reciben la Santa Comunión por primera vez.  

Que su alegría traiga a cada uno de nosotros una renovada gratitud por la Eucaristía. 

��

 

The Church of St. Francis of Assisi rejoices with those who are receiving the  

Sacred Body & Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the first time:    



 

 



 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

We have many Mass Intentions available at this time.  

If you have a desire to remember someone who has  

passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,  

Mass Intentions are available for our weekday Masses 

and on the weekends.  You are welcome to call or 

stop by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass  

intention during normal office hours.  

  

  The Greater  Cathol ic  Communi ty  

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY MASS.  The Most Reverend 

John M. Quinn, Bishop of Winona-Rochester, in recog-

nition and gratitude of your years of marriage, re-

quests the honor of your presence at the Diocesan 

Marriage Anniversary Mass on Sunday, September 13, 

2020. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will take place at 

two o’clock in the afternoon at Holy Spirit Parish, 5455 

50th Ave NW, Rochester. In order to keep you and 

your spouse safe, we are asking that ONLY the cele-

brating couple attend the Mass. There will not be a 

reception after Mass, but an anniversary certificate will 

be given to each couple after the Mass. If you wish to 

participate online only, please register at 

www.dowr.org (and let us know that is your prefer-

ence) and we will send you the liturgy program via e-

mail.  

 

15 MYSTERIES FOR MINNESOTA.  Help reach the goal 

of 15,000 people praying 15 mysteries of the rosary for 

Minnesota on Saturday, August 15 from 10-12 noon on 

the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary at the Minnesota State capitol.  We encourage 

all to step out in faith and courage to publicly pray for 

our state and country.  Bring your families and 

friends.  If you are unable to travel, please join us in 

prayer from wherever you are.  Jesus, I trust in You! 

Questions: Contact Janela Hubka at or 507-282-6090 

or daveandjanela@gmail.com 

 

ROCHESTER ROSARY RALLIES.  Please join us in public 

prayer for our state and country's elections, conver-

sion, and peace on the Sundays* (August 23 -

November 1) leading up to the elections.   These rallies 

will be held near the Rochester Government Center at 

the corner of 4th Street SE and 3rd Avenue SE at 3pm, 

the Divine Mercy Hour (with the exception of Saturday 

October 10 @ 12 noon in front of Planned Parenthood 

in Rochester).  We encourage all to step out in faith 

and courage to publicly pray for our state and coun-

try.  If you are unable to join us physically, please con-

sider joining us spiritually by praying a Holy Rosary and 

Divine Mercy Chaplet from wherever you are.  May 

our united prayers through Mary find the heart of Je-

sus.  Questions: Contact Mary Amiot: 507-287-6481 or 

mamiot@hotmail.com  OR Janela Hubka: 507-282-6090 

or daveandjanela@gmail.com 

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER.  These last months have been 

incredibly difficult on all of us and marriages have suf-

fered! Please let us help you to find enrichment, joy, 

and hope in your relationship! Register for the August 

29-30 Marriage Encounter. Weekends are held at Mt 

Olivet Conference and Retreat Center in Farmington. 

Visit www.marriages.org for additional information or 

call 651.454.3238.  

 

A FOREIGNER’S FAITH : SCOTT 

HAHN REFLECTS ON THE TWENTI-

ETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Most of us are the foreigners, the 

non-Israelites, about whom to-

day’s First Reading prophesies. 

Coming to worship the God of 

Israel, we stand in the line of faith 

epitomized by the Canaanite 

woman in today’s Gospel.  

 

Calling to Jesus as Lord and Son of David, this foreign-

er shows her great faith in God’s covenant with Israel. 

Jesus tests her faith three times. He refuses to answer 

her cry. Then, He tells her His mission is only to Israelites. 

Finally, He uses “dog,” an epithet used to disparage 

non-Israelites (see Matthew 7:6). Yet she persists, be-

lieving that He alone offers salvation. 

 

In this family drama, we see fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy 

and the promise we sing of in today’s Psalm. In Jesus, 

God makes known among all the nations His way and 

His salvation (see John 14:6). 

 

At the start of salvation history, God called Abraham 

(see Genesis 12:2). He chose his offspring, Israel, from 

all the nations on the face of the earth to build His 

covenant kingdom (see Deuteronomy 7:6–8; Isaiah 

41:8). 

 

In God’s plan, Abraham was to be the father of many 

nations (see Romans 4:16–17). Israel was to be the 

firstborn of a worldwide family of God, made up of all 

who believe what the Canaanite professes - that Jesus 

is Lord (see Exodus 4:22–23; Romans 5:13–24).  Jesus 

came first to restore the kingdom to Israel (see Acts 

1:6; 13:46). But His ultimate mission was the reconcilia-

tion of the world, as Paul declares in today’s Epistle. 

 

In the Mass we join all peoples in doing Him homage. 

As Isaiah foretold, we come to His holy mountain, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, to offer sacrifice at His altar 

(see Hebrews 12:22–24, 28). With the Canaanite, we 

take our place at the Master’s table to be fed as His 

children. 
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A bank that shares your values. 
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Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318

1-800-201-2392 • VOICEMAIL #206
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