
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

 

 
Church of  

St Francis of Assisi 

1114 Third Street SE 

Rochester, MN 55904 

507.288.7313 

http://stfrancis-church.org 

 

Weekday Mass: 

Monday - Friday 7AM 

 

School Mass: 

Tuesday 9:15AM 

 

Weekend Mass:   

Saturday 4:30PM          

Sunday 8AM, 10AM 

 

In Spanish:  

Sunday 12PM 

       

Misa En Español:  

Domingo 12PM   

 

Parish Center Hours: 

Monday– Friday 

8:30AM - 4:00PM 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jim Berning 

 

Parochial Vicar                 

Rev. Luis Vargas 

 

Deacon 

Mr. Terry Smith 

 

“Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything  

for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name,  

there am I in the midst of them.”  

- Matthew 18:19-20 
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 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

Blessed and Happy Labor Day to everyone!  Thanks to 

Almighty God for the works of our hands!  Enjoy your 

day!  The Parish Office will be closed and we will not 

have Daily Mass at 7AM on Monday, September 7. 

  

FALL FESTIVAL UPDATE.  Because we won’t be able to 

have our traditional Fall Festival celebration this year, 

we will be celebrating our Patronal Feast Day of St. 

Francis of Assisi with some new Franciscan traditions - 

including the Blessing of the Animals (both real and 

stuffed) and a tri-lingual format at all the Masses the weekend of October 3 

and 4.  More news and details to come. 

 

FAITH FORMATION.  Faith Formation Registration for 2020/21 will take place 

after all weekend Masses the weekends of September 15/16 and Septem-

ber 22/23 in the Gathering Space.  The Faith Formation Fall program will 

begin with an 8-week session beginning Wednesday, October 21.  Faith 

Formation registration can also be done online using our website at: 

https://stfrancis-church.org/registration-materials-and-forms,  

   

MASS INTENTIONS.  We have many Mass Intentions available at this time.   

Mass Intentions are available for our weekday and weekend Masses.  You 

are welcome to call or stop by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass in-

tention during normal office hours.  

 

PARISH SUPPORT.  My sincere thanks to everyone for the contributions we 

continue to receive in response to the letter that was sent to the parish. Be 

assured of my daily prayers for you and your families.   

 

MARIAN FEASTS.  September 8 is the Birthday of Mary, we pray through her 

intercession to intercede for us to her Son, Jesus Christ.  September 12 is The 

Most Holy Name of Mary, a new liturgical day on the calendar, as of re-

cent.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us…   

 

Fr Jim Berning 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL UPDATE.  

Thank you to the 143 families that have 

made their pledge.  We are currently 

over 87% of our goal of $57,800.  We 

encourage everyone’s participation so 

we may meet and exceed our goal.  

As always, 100% of the monies reached 

over our goal are returned to the par-

ish for a designated building project.  

Our projects are as follows:  Security, 

Stained Glass Windows Repair and 

Maintenance and the lighting of the 

upper window in the balcony of the 

Immaculate Conception.  Thank you 

for everyone’s generosity, faith and 

participation!  Please do not forget to 

contribute to the Catholic Ministries 

Appeal 2020.  You can make your gift 

online at:  www.catholicfsmn.org/

appeal  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  Welcome 

Parish Center Office                       

(507) 288-7313 

Pastor (x 202)                              

Rev. Jim Berning 

Parochial Vicar (x 203)               

Rev. Luis Vargas 

Deacon (x 208) 

Terry Smith 

Parish Administrator (x 204)            

Sarah Kinsman           

Office Manager (x 201)                 

Michelle Ibarra    

Financial Secretary (x 205)          

Debbie Worden 

Director of Music/Liturgy (x 301)         

Zack Stachowski 

Faith Formation  

Mark Nuehring (x 207)     

St. Francis of Assisi School             

(507) 288-4816 

Principal                                             

Barb Plenge 

Trustees                    

Bruce Anderson                                          

Rosemary Bengal        

Knights of Columbus                            

Dale Frank  

Calvary Cemetery                

Steve Flynn, Director                                                  

(507) 273-0140 

Catholic Charities                          

(507) 287-2047 

  

  Par ish Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 
Francis of Assisi. Our church has 
helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 
city of Rochester since 1937.  We 
seek to foster the spiritual growth 
of our parishioners through the cel-
ebration of the Sacraments, cat-
echesis, community life, and per-
sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 
we strive to rebuild the Church 
and to console the heart of Jesus 
by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

FR LUIS IS ON VACATION THIS WEEK 

 

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO – 

ALENTAR UN ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS 

PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA  

 

“Pues donde están dos o tres 

reunidos en mi nombre, allí estoy 

yo, en medio de ellos”. (Mateo 

18:20). Reunirnos dos o tres o mu-

chos más en la asamblea dominical o en oraciones en 

los grupos de la comunidad es garantía segura de 

que Jesús se hace presente. Allí, es donde puede sur-

gir la corrección fraterna de la que también habla el 

Evangelio de hoy. Cuando se corrige se abre el paso 

a la comunión y al diálogo, abriendo el camino a la 

eficacia de la oración comunitaria. El pasaje del Evan-

gelio lo expresa así. “Si tu hermano ha pecado, vete a 

hablar con él a solas para reprochárselo. Si te escu-

cha, has ganado a tu hermano. (Mateo 18:15) 

 

Mateo, es protagonista de la caridad pastoral. Sabe 

que la Iglesia está formada por santos y pecadores y 

se preocupa de que se haga justicia en la comuni-

dad. Todos necesitamos del Pastor que busca a la 

oveja descarriada. La misericordia y el perdón de Dios 

van de la mano, libera de la esclavitud del pecado y 

prepara al ser humano a vivir en libertad. ¡Ah! Cuanto 

necesita el mundo para saber convivir y gozar de la 

belleza de la verdad de las obras de misericordia espi-

rituales. Sencillas y fáciles de practicar en el vivir de 

cada día.  Dar buen consejo al que lo necesita; corre-

gir al qué está en un error; perdonar al que ofende; 

pedir por los vivos y difuntos. ¿Podrías atreverte a lle-

var a cabo alguna de estas obras en tu familia y co-

munidad? ¡Eso es amar sin límite!                            ©  LPi 

 

 

I'm very glad to be assigned to the parish of St. Francis 

of Assisi.  My wife is named DeAnne.  I have four sons, 

one daughter, and six grandchildren.  A little bit about 

what deacons do: we can administer baptism to in-

fants, make visits to and pray with the sick, preside at 

funeral rites in the absence of a priest, and give bless-

ings.   Since I'm new to the parish, I'm not sure what 

ministries I'll be involved in, but would eventually like to 

help visit those confined to their homes, and help with 

sacramental preparation and catechesis.  As my minis-

tries become clear, I'll let you know through the parish 

bulletin.  I look forward to meeting you and serving you 

as your deacon.  

 

Peace,  Deacon Terry 
 

 

 

  

  Th is  Week’s  In tent ions and Readings  

For the Week of September 7, 2020 

 

MON  Sept 7   7:00 AM NO MASS  

TUE  Sept 8          *  9:15 AM Donald Carroll †   

WED  Sept 9 7:00 AM Jerry Goodman †   

THU  Sept 10   7:00 AM Michael Long †  

FRI  Sept 11     7:00 AM Stephen Frazier †  

SAT  Sept 12 4:30 PM James Neisen †    

SUN  Sept 13    8:00 AM Anniversary Intention  

                                10:00 AM    For the Parish  

                           **  12:00 PM     
        

* School Mass    ** Spanish Mass 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you have a desire to remember someone who has  
passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,  

Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday 
Masses and on the weekends.  You are welcome to stop  

by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention  
during normal office hours.  

Readings for the week of September 6, 2020 

Sunday:  Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-

20 

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Lk 6:6-
11 

Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 61:10]/Mt 
1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 [11]/Lk 6:20

-26 
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24 [24b]/

Lk 6:27-38 

Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 6:43-49 

Next Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/Rom 

14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 
 

Las lecturas de la semana del 6 de septiembre de 2020 

Domingo:  Ez 33, 7-9/Sal 95, 1-2. 6-7. 8-9 [8]/Rom 13, 8-10/
Mt 18, 15-20 

Lunes: 1 Cor 5, 1-8/Sal 5, 5-6. 7. 12 [9]/Sal 5, 5-6. 7. 12 [9]/Lc 6, 
6-11 

Martes: Mi 5, 1-4 o Rom 8, 28-30/Sal 13, 6 [Is 61, 10]/Mt 1, 1-

16. 18-23 o 1, 18-23 
Miércoles: 1 Cor 7, 25-31/Sal 45, 11-12. 14-15. 16-17 [11]/Lc 

6, 20-26 

Jueves: 1 Cor 8, 1-7. 11-13/Sal 139, 1-3. 13-14. 23-24 [24]/Lc 
6, 27-38 

Viernes: 1 Cor 9, 16-19. 22-27/Sal 84, 3. 4. 5-6. 12 [2]/Lc 6, 39-

42 
Sábado: 1 Cor 10, 14-22/Sal 116, 12-13. 17-18 [17]/Lc 6, 43-49 

Domingo siguiente: Eclo 27, 30—28, 7/Sal 103, 1-2. 3-4. 9-
10. 11-12 [8]/Rom 14, 7-9/Mt 18, 21-35 
 

© Liturgical Publications Inc 
 

  

  A NOTE FROM THE DEAC ON  



With the beginning of the new school year, many of 

you are starting to think about when faith formation 

may begin, as well.  Faith Formation registration for 

2020-2021 is now available online.  

 

FALL REGISTRATION BEGINS.  Registration for 2020/21 

Faith Formation year can be completed online using 

our website at: https://stfrancis-church.org/registration

-materials-and-forms, or stopping by the parish office. 

We will also be in the Gathering Space the weekends 

of September 15/16 and September 22/23 after all 

weekend Masses for registration.   

 

START DATE: OCTOBER 21.  Right now, out of an abun-

dance of caution, the faith formation program is plan-

ning to offer an 8-week Fall session beginning October 

21st with in-person faith formation. We know this may 

seem late, but we believe it will help us learn “best 

practices” from the school system. 

 

Our hope is to start sending home resources, by the 

middle of September, to help families make participa-

tion at Mass, in person or online, more meaningful for 

the children. Applying the Gospel message to our lives 

is a challenge for all of us, but understanding Jesus’ 

words, in a more age-appropriate way, can help chil-

dren better live their faith. Faith formation is a journey 

we are all on. 

 

We are praying for all of you as we begin this unique 

school year. May the Lord of all compassion, help and 

guide us as we seek his will in our lives.  Please let me 

know if you have any questions!  I can be reached at 

youthminister@st.francis-church.org or 288-7313. 

 

-  Mark Nuehring 

 School  News  

 Fai th  Format ion  

MusicNotes 

 

I am interrupting this weekend's regularly scheduled 

musical commentary to extend two invitations to you 
all: 

 

1. CANTORS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED.  if you are 
a singer or instrumentalist interested in serving at our 

liturgies, please contact me. Even if you are not com-

fortable serving just yet, please send me an e-mail and 
let me know that you're out there. I am open to work-

ing with all skill levels, ages, and instruments. Scheduling 
and commitment can be tailored to your availability. 

 

2. PARTICIPATE IN OUR FEAST DAY VIRTUAL CHOIR.   This 
invitation is for ALL parishioners at St. Francis of Assisi, 

regardless of whether you have participated in music 

ministry here. Join us in a virtual sing-along of the Prayer 
of St. Francis (Make Me A Channel of Your Peace). All 

you need is a video recording device (phone, tablet, 
computer) and an internet connection! ALL ages, lan-

guages, and abilities are encouraged to participate.  

 
 

If you are interested or would like more 
information, just scan the QR code at 

left or fill out the form at this link:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
JRB8WPF 

 
 

 

- Zack  

litfranc@stfrancis-church.org 
 

 

 

M u s i c  a n d  L i t u r g y  

 There will be No School  Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day.  

 The weekly all school Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday, September 8th at 9:15. 

 Grades 7/8 Parent Information Night is scheduled for Tuesday, September 8th. Please watch 

for information on this virtual event coming from your child's teachers. 

 Wednesday, September 8th is Picture Day. Students may come dressed up for pictures that 

day. Please note: no composite pictures are being provided this year as per Lifetouch. 

 Grades K-5 Parent Information Night is scheduled for Thursday, September 10th. Please watch for information on 

this virtual event coming from your child's teachers.  

 Friday, September 11th is a Non-uniform day. We will celebrate August and September birthdays with a special 

dessert at lunch. 





  

  The Greater  Cathol ic  Communi ty  

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY MASS.  The Most Reverend 

John M. Quinn, Bishop of Winona-Rochester, in recog-

nition and gratitude of your years of marriage, re-

quests the honor of your presence at the Diocesan 

Marriage Anniversary Mass on Sunday, September 13, 

2020. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will take place at 

2PM at Holy Spirit Parish, 5455 50th Ave NW, Rochester. 

In order to keep you and your spouse safe, we are ask-

ing that ONLY the celebrating couple attend the Mass. 

There will NO reception after Mass, but an anniversary 

certificate will be given to each couple. If you wish to 

participate online only, register at www.dowr.org (and 

let us know that is your preference) and we will send 

you the liturgy program via e-mail.  

 

SVDP FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK.  St. Vincent de Paul 

Society’s Annual Friends of the Poor Walk will be held 

on Saturday, September 26 BUT will be VIRTUAL only 

(meaning you may do the walk yourself to fit your 

schedule). The annual walk’s goal is to raise money for 

those in need in our local community. With the pan-

demic, the need is great especially when the morato-

rium for evictions ends in August. Register as a “virtual” 

walker or to find a team or individual to for your 

pledge: www.svdp-rochmn.org/fop-walk-2020  

 

SPRED (Special Religious Education)  SPRED has been 

meeting at Lourdes High School for over 30 years.  At 

this time, it has been postponed through the end of 

this year (2020) and will resume in January 2021 if it is 

safe for their clients and staff to return. If you have any 

questions, please call Shirley Russo at 507-289-2607.  

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES.  Catholic Charities of Southern 

MN will be offering 2 Fall studies in Catholic Social 

Teaching on Zoom.  Minnesota – Our Common Home 

will be offered on Thursdays at 7PM from September 10

- October 15, and Solidarity – We Are Our Neighbor’s 

Keepers will be on Tuesdays at 7PM from September 

15 - to October 20.  All materials are FREE.  To register 

or for more information contact Lisa Kremer at 507-360

-3423 or by email: lkremer@ccsomn.org 

 

OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS: WEBINAR ON RACISM. On 

September 9, from 10AM to 12PM, the Minnesota 

Catholic Conference will be hosting the webinar 

Open Wide Our Hearts: The Catholic Church Confronts 

Racism. This forum is primarily for priests, deacons, edu-

cators, and lay ecclesial ministers, but is also open to 

the public. Attendees will hear from Bishop Quinn, 

Archbishop Hebda of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 

Minneapolis, and featured speaker Bishop Shelton Fa-

bre, Chairman of the USCCB Ad Hoc Committee 

Against Racism. Registration and details can be found:  

https://www.mncatholic.org/Openwideourhearts/  
 

TO WIN THEM BACK: SCOTT HAHN 

REFLECTS ON THE TWENTY-THIRD 

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

As Ezekiel is appointed watch-

man over the house of Israel in 

today’s first Reading, so Jesus in 

the Gospel today establishes His 

disciples as guardians of the new 

Israel of God, the Church 

(see Galatians 6:16). 

 

He also puts in place procedures for dealing with sin 

and breaches of the faith, building on rules of disci-

pline prescribed by Moses for Israel (see Leviticus 19:17

–20; Deuteronomy 19:13). The heads of the new Israel, 

however, receive extraordinary powers - similar to 

those given to Peter (see Matthew 16:19). They have 

the power to bind and loose, to forgive sins and to rec-

oncile sinners in His name (see John 20:21–23). 

 

But the powers He gives the Apostles and their succes-

sors depends on their communion with Him. As Ezekiel 

is only to teach what he hears God saying, the disci-

ples are to gather in His name and to pray and seek 

the will of our heavenly Father. 

 

But today’s readings are more than a lesson in Church 

order. They also suggest how we’re to deal with those 

who trespass against us, a theme that we’ll hear in 

next week’s readings as well. 

 

Notice that both the Gospel and the First Reading pre-

sume that believers have a duty to correct sinners in 

our midst. Ezekiel is even told that he will be held ac-

countable for their souls if he fails to speak out and try 

to correct them. 

 

This is the love that Paul in today’s Epistle says we owe 

to our neighbors. To love our neighbors as ourselves is 

to be vitally concerned for their salvation. We must 

make every effort, as Jesus says, to win our brothers 

and sisters back, to turn them from the false paths. 

We should never correct out of anger or a desire to 

punish. Instead, our message must be that of today’s 

Psalm - urging the sinner to hear God’s voice, not to 

harden their hearts, and to remember that He is the 

one who made us, and the rock of our salvation. 

 
Copyright © 2020 The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, All rights reserved.  

 

The Parish Office will be closed 

and we will not have Daily Mass  

at 7AM on Monday, September 7. 

Blessed and Happy Labor Day to 

everyone!  Be safe... 
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A bank that shares your values. 
(507) 285-3700 

www.premierbanks.com

Cleaning Supplies, Equipment & Service

TOM DEVINNY, Owner
835 38th St. N.W. • Rochester, MN 55901
Bus. 507/289-2393 • Fax 507/289-2318

1-800-201-2392 • VOICEMAIL #206

 
Ted W. Smith

3228 6th Ave NE #A 
Rochester MN  55906 
BUS: 507-252-4640

ted@twsagency.com • www.twsagency.com

 MACKEN 
FUNERAL HOME

Since 1909   
282-1075

Church of St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancis-church.weshareonline.org

Winkels Electric
Electrical Contracting & Repair

Sign Installation & Repair

Ph  288-4515 
www.winkelselectric.com

     Adamson
  Hyundai • Lincoln • Dodge 

  Chrysler • Jeep • Ram 
       www.adamsonmotors.com

289-4004
  4800 Highway 52 N 

Throndson Oil & LP Gas Co.
THE QUALITY PEOPLE OF ROCHESTER

L.P. Gas & Tanks & Diesel & Heating Oils 
Kerosenes & Solvents • Gasoline & Lube Oils

RELIABLE  
Rochester 289-2519   Byron 775-2246

for Safety, Savings, Service & Honesty

Agricultural•Commercial•Industrial•Recreational•Residential

Visit our showroom at 
3021 43rd St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901
31 Years of Experience 
Roofing Lic# 20001508 • Bonded-Insured
• Free Estimates • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Repairs • Tear Offs
Ask About Our Written Workmanship Warranty

RanfRanz & Vine 
funeRal Homes

Corner of 18th Avenue & 55th Street N.W.   
5421 Royal Place N.W.

289-3600

RESTOVICH BRAUN & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

117 E. Center St., Rochester
288-4840

George F. Restovich – 1946-2008
Anna Restovich Braun • Thomas R. Braun

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

MIKE BUSCH AGENCY

281-1210
493 37th St NE, Ste 1

Rochester
www.mikebusch.org

Now Enrolling
Preschool - Grade 12
rcsmn.org/admissions

507-424-1817

CALL GARY DRUGG AT 507-226-8300
 SERVICE PARTS

APPLIANCE SERVICE

Git your stuff fixed by the old guy! 
GarysApplianceService.com

Your Prime Source  
for Plans That Work  
with Medicare  

Mike Salscheider, RHU, CLU

2048 Superior Dr NW, Suite 100  
Rochester, MN 55901

(507) 280-8232

msalt@pthealth.com

YOUR MEDICARE PLAN EXPERTS

$3 OFF
any Signature Cake or Pie
(excludes Petite Cakes & Cupcakes)

3780 Marketplace Dr Nw 
2650 S Broadway Ave, Apache MallPlu# 28 11/30/20

(507) 289-3601

 

G. Mark Williamson
Vice President, Financial Advisor

Home of the Authentic NY Style Pizza 

$5.00 OFF $25 Spent 
With bulletin. Expires 10/6/20

507.424.7800 |                  | www.PNPizza.com

Pick Up & 
Frozen Meals 

Available

(507) 273-0140


