CHURCH OF
ST. FRAINCIS OF ASSISI

SAN FRANCISCO DE ASIS

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the
Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patfron saint someone who
continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion.

Church of !

St Francis of Assisi 5 iefaes \ <oy
1114 Third Street SE = e
Rochester, MN 55904 =
507.288.7313

http://stfrancis-church.org

Parish Center Hours:
Mon-Thurs: 8:00AM - 3:30PM
Friday: 2:00AM - 3:30PM

Weekday Mass:
Monday - Friday 7AM

School Mass:
Tuesday 2:15AM

Weekend Mass:
Saturday 4:30PM
Sunday 8AM, 10AM

In Spanish:
Sunday 12PM

Misa En Espanol:
Domingo 12PM

Pastor
Rev. Jim Berning

Parochial Vicar
Rev. Luis Vargas

“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at
dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard... When it was evening the owner
Mr. Terry Smith of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.”

- Matfthew 20:1, 8

Deacon
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING

WELCOME! We welcome our newest members in the
faith who were newly initiated last weekend at the
10AM Mass. We look forward to having them with us
in our parish community and to more joining us this
year through the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA) and RICA (Spanish). Welcomel!

FALL FESTIVAL NEWS. Please join in praying a nine-day
Novena (Sept 25-Oct 4) to St. Francis’ intercessory
power, asking him to pray for us, our parish and our
world. We have prepared a special Novena prayer booklet which is now
available in the Gathering Space. It has also been posted to our website.
We will also be celebrating our Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi with other
new Franciscan fraditions - including a "virtual” choir singing the Prayer of
St Francis, a “drive thru” Blessing of the Animals (both real and stuffed) at
3PM on Saturday, October 3 and a tri-lingual format at all the Masses the
weekend of October 3 and 4. More details to come.

FAITH FORMATION. If you are part of our Faith Formation program and
have not yet registered for this year, please do so as soon as possible. Reg-
istration for 2020/21 will take place this weekend in the Gathering Space.
We will begin with an 8-week session on Wednesday, October 21. You
can also register online using our website at: hitps://stfrancis-church.org/
reqistration-materials-and-forms

I will also begin some teaching in the classrooms at St. Francis of Assisi
School on September 22 and throughout the year with my other brother
priests, as we visit all the classrooms.

FEAST DAYS. September 21 is the Feast Day of St. Matthew the Evangelist.
Matthew was the first Evangelist and one of the witnesses of the Resurrec-
tion and Ascension. September 23 is the Feast Day of St. Padre Pio, an
Italian priest who was known for his piety and charity, as well as the gift of
the stigmata. *O Lord, we ask for boundless confidence and trust in your
Divine Mercy, and the courage to accept the crosses and sufferings
which bring immense goodness to our souls and that of your Church.”

Fr Jim Berning

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL UPDATE. Thank

|'|'| ; GOALs you fo the 146 families that have made their
@ o pledge. We are currently over 94% of our
202 goal of $57,800. We encourage everyone's
m....g.»...‘..(.)..... participation so we may meet and exceed
Jepue o our goal. As always, 100% of the monies
yeigg reached over our goal are returned to the
Thenk yos ki e parish for a designated building project. Our
R e Racand projects are as follows: Security, Stained
N e S ety ooy Glass Windows Repair and Maintenance and
ssa the lighting of the upper window in the bal-
saase = cony of the Immaculate Conception. Thank
you for everyone's generosity, faith and par-

ticipation! Please do not forget to contribute
to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 2020. You
can make your gift online at:
www.catholicfsmn.org/appeal

Welcome to the Church of St.
Francis of Assisi. Our church has
helped to bring Jesus Christ to the
city of Rochester since 1937. We
seek to foster the spiritual growth
of our parishioners through the cel-
ebration of the Sacraments, cat-
echesis, community life, and per-
sonal prayer. Like our patron saint,
we strive to rebuild the Church
and to console the heart of Jesus
by serving our neighbors in need.
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Michelle Ibarra
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Debbie Worden
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Zack Stachowski

Faith Formation

Mark Nuehring (x 207)

St. Francis of Assisi School
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Principal

Barb Plenge

Trustees
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Rosemary Bengal

Knights of Columbus

Dale Frank

Calvary Cemetery

Steve Flynn, Director
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Catholic Charities

(507) 287-2047



A NOTE FROM FR LUIS This Week’s Intentions and Readings

FIESTA DE SAN FRANCISCO
DE ASIS.

Quien es este gran sanfo tan co-
nocido?

San Francisco de Asis nacié en
Ifalia en 1181 en un pequeno
pueblo llamada Asis, y murid en
1226. Nacid en una familia muy
acaudalada y un dia por revelacién divina entrego
toda su vida a Jesucristo y decide vivir en pobreza ab-
soluta y dedicar su vida amando de los pobres. Y ala-
bando la obra de la Creacidén. Pocos anos antes de
morir recibe los estigmas del Senor. Es uno de los san-
tos mds grandes de la historia de la humanidad. Es
considerado el patrono de los animales.

Nuestra parroquia estd consagrada a San Francisco
de Asis, y anualmente con motivo de su solemnidad
que se celebra el 4 de octubre, hemos festejado con
el festival de Otono. Por obvias razones este ano 2020
no podremos tener el festival de otono pero si vamos
a festejar a San Francisco de Asis de la Siguiente ma-
nera.

En nuestros paises latinos le llamamos Fiesta Patronall,
en otras palabras, esta es la Fiesta Patronal de nuestra
parroquia.

El fin de semanada del 3y 4 de octubre festejamos a
San Francisco de Asis y la programacion serd la si-
guiente.

Todas las misas de este fin de semana serdn trilingUes,
(Vietnamita, Espanol e Ingles) es decir que no tendre-
mos misa exclusiva en espanol, por tanto tu podrds
asistir a cualquiera de las misas, puesto que todas se-
rdn iguales.

LOS HORARIOS DE LAS MISAS SON LOS SIGUIENTES:
Sdbado 4:30 pm. Este dia haremos la bendicidon de las
mascotas en el estacionamiento de la Iglesia a las 3:
pm. (Todos deben permanecer denfro de sus carros)

Domingo 8:00 am; 10:00 am y 12:00 pm

Vayamos poniendo estas fechas en nuestro propio
calendario.

MmAsSs INTENTIONS @Z

For the Week of September 21, 2020

MON Sept 21 7:00 AM NO MASS
TUE Sept 22 *9:15 AM  Helen & Louie Sell +
WED Sept 23 7:00 AM  Leo Manlick
THU Sept 24 7:00 AM  Robert Schula T

** 7:.00 PM  Healing for Greg Payne
FRI Sept 25 7:00 AM  Stephen Frazer T
SAT Sept 26 4:30 PM Bunnie Powers t
SUN Sept 27 8:00 AM  Dorothy Easter T

10:00 AM  For the Parish
** 12:00 PM Haaris Ameen t

* School Mass  ** Spanish Mass

MASS INTENTIONS
If you have a desire to remember someone who has
passed away or simply in need of some exira prayers,
Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday
Masses and on the weekends. You are welcome fo stop
by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention
during normal office hours.

Readings for the week of September 20, 2020

Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt
20:1-16a

Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13

Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34. 35, 44 [35]/Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163 [105]/Lk 9:1-
6

Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc [1]/Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4 [1]/Lk 9:18-22
Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17 [1]/Lk
9:43b-45

Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/
Mt 21:28-32

Las lecturas de la semana del 20 de septiembre de 2020
Domingo: Is 55, 6-9/Sal 145, 2-3.8-9. 17-18 [18]/Flp 1, 20-24. 27/
Mt 20, 1-16

Lunes: Ef 4, 1-7.11-13/Sal 19, 2-3. 4-5 [5]/Mt 9, 9-13

Martes: Prov 21, 1-6. 10-13/Sal 119, 1. 27. 30. 34. 35. 44 [35]/Lc
8, 19-21

Miércoles: Prov 30, 5-9/Sal 119, 29.72.89.101. 104. 163 [105]/Lc
9,1-6

Jueves:  Ecl1,2-11/Sal 90, 3-4. 5-6.12-13. 14y 17 [1]/Lc 9, 7-9
Viernes: Ecl 3, 1-11/Sal 144, 1y 2. 3-4 [1]/Lc 9, 18-22

Sdbado: Ecl 11, 9—12,8/Sal 90, 3-4. 5-6. 12-13. 14y 17 [1]/Lc 9,
43-45

Domingo siguiente: Ez 18, 25-28/Sal 25, 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 [6]/Flp 2, 1-
1102, 1-5/Mt 21, 28-32
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Faith Formation Mvusic and Liturgy

FALL REGISTRATION. Registration for the upcoming
year of faith formation is in full swing. Please share this
information with your neighbors and friends. You can
either register online via our website at: https://stfrancis

-church.org/reqistration-materials-and-forms or by
stopping by the parish office. Our program will begin
October 21 with an 8-week Fall session with in-person
faith formation.

With that said, we are still in need of some assistance
to help the program run safely and effectively.

% CLASSROOM AIDES: We would like to have an
“aid” in every classroom to help manage the room
and assist the lead teacher. This role is easy, but
very important to the overall success of class every
night.

% MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER: We are also looking for
two people willing to share the role of teaching our
middle school students. This class has a very inter-
active curriculum, which middle schoolers need,
and are looking at the relevance of the Bible in
their lives as practicing Catholics. It will be a very
rewarding experience, if you would consider it?

We are starting class at 6PM on Wednesday, October
21stl Hope you can join us.

For more information on any of these roles, please
email Mark at: youthminister@stfrancis-church.org or
call the Parish Center at 288-7313.

- Mark Nuehring

Rochester Catholic Schools is
pleased to share that Monica
Steinmetz, sixth-grade teacher at
St. Francis of Assisi School, has
been named recipient of a 2020
WEM Outstanding Educator
Award. This $15,000 award is pre-
senfed by the Synergy & Leader-
ship Exchange and the WEM Foun-
dation. She is one of two recipi-
ents statewide to receive the Teacher Achievement
Award, which "recognizes exemplary teachers who
support, inspire, and assist students tfo attain greater
learning as evidenced by student achievement."

Congratulations to Mrs. Steinmetz who is most deserv-
ing of this award and represents the caliber of teach-
ers at RCS working together with a shared passion for
academic excellence and developing the whole
child.

MusicNotes

IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR ALL LITURGICAL MINISTERS.
Beginning in November, we'll be returning to Ministry
Scheduler Pro for the scheduling of liturgical ministries.
All current readers, ministers of hospitality, Eucharistic
ministers: you should have received an email on 9/2/20
with important instructions about updating your profile.
Contact Zack Stachowski with any questions.

CANTORS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED. If you are @
singer or instrumentalist interested in serving at our litur-
gies, please contact me. Even if you are not comforta-
ble serving just yet, please send me an e-mail and let
me know that you're out there. | am open to working
with all skill levels, ages, and instruments. Scheduling
and commitment can be tailored to your availability.

PARTICIPATE IN OUR FEAST DAY
VIRTUAL CHOIR. This invitation is for
ALL parishioners at St. Francis of Assi-
si, regardless of whether you have
participated in music ministry here.
Join us in a virtual sing-along of the
Prayer of St. Francis (Make Me A
Channel of Your Peace). All you
need is a video recording device (phone, tablet, com-
puter) and an internet connection! ALL ages, lan-
guages, and abilities are encouraged to participate.

If you are interested or would like more information, just
scan the QR code at left or fill out the form at this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JRB8EWPF

- Zack
litfranc@stfrancis-church.org

= NWEA testing continues this
week.

= Grade 6 Parent/Student
Chromebook Night will be held
virtually. Details will be coming
home from your child's feacher.

% The weekly school Mass will be
celebrated on Tuesday, September 22nd at 9:15 am.

% The Junior High Eagle BIuff trip has been cancelled.



A NOTE FROM THE DEACON

On Monday, 09/21, the Church celebrates the feast of St.
Matthew, also known as Levi. Little is known about St. Mat-
thew, except that he was the son of Alpheus, and he was
likely born in Galilee. He worked as a tax collector, which
was a hated profession during the time of Christ.

According to Mark’s Gospel, Matthew was working at a col-
lection booth in Capernaum when Christ came to him and
said, "Follow me." With this simple call, Matthew became a
disciple of Christ. It seems that Matthews decision to follow
Jesus was rather sudden, but we should not be discouraged
if our decision to follow Christ builds over time. The important
thing is that we steadily make progress in following Jesus.

Scholars are certain of the authenticity of Matthew's gospel.
His Gospel is the first of the four Gospels in the New Testa-
ment. Matthew wrote his gospel supposedly in Aramaic, a
dialect of Hebrew, which was spoken in the area around
Capernaum where he was presumably living. He wrofe in
Aramaic in the hope that his account would convince his
fellow countrymen that Jesus was the Messiah they had
been waiting for, and that His kingdom had been fulfilled in
a spiritual way. It was an important message at a fime when
almost everyone was expecting the return of a militant mes-
siah brandishing a sword.

According to various legends he fled to Parthia and Persia,
or Ethiopia. We do not know how St Matthew died, if his
death was natural or if he was martyred. Matthew was a tax
collector and is therefore the patron saint of bankers.

THE
ROSARY
IS THE

"WEAPON"”

FOR THESE
TIMES.

ST. PADRE PIO

THE YEAR OF THE GOSPEL
OF MATTHEW

Since the second cenfury, Maftthew has
been the most influential gospel for
church life. Just as Moses left to the
community of Israel five books of the
Torah to guide their lives, Matthew's
Jesus utters five great discourses
(chapters 5-7; 10;13;18; 24-25) which
provide guidance and inspiration to
Christians.

As teacher of God's wisdom, Jesus invites
“all who labor and are burdened” to
come to him, “for | will give you rest,” and
“take my yoke upon you and learn from
me, for | am meek and humble of heart,
and you will find rest for yourselves.” (Mt
11:28-29)

- Rev. John R. Donahue, S.J.



The Greater Catholic Community

DISASTER RELIEF. Natural disasters have recently af-
fected our brothers and sisters in Christ. Hurricane
Laura in Louisiana and the California wildfires have
created widespread destruction. We are asking you to
respond with the Catholic community across the Unit-
ed States to a special emergency collection. Catholic
Charities USA is the official domestic relief agency of
the U.S. Catholic Church and is already responding to
urgent needs for shelter, water, and food of those af-
fected by these two disasters. Checks should be made
payable to your local parish. For more information, go
to www.usccb.org or www.catholiccharitiesusa.org.

DAY OF PRAYER ON FASTING. All people of good will
are invited to take part in a day of prayer and fasting
on Thursday, September 24, for the intentions of God’s
mercy on the country and the healing and conversion
of our hearts, especially in light of the ongoing pan-
demic and civil unrest. On this date, we are encour-
aged to refrain from unnecessary spending, while also
reflecting on the impact of our spending choices.
Those who are able, especially between 18-60 years of
age, are asked to fast until sundown as a sign of re-
pentance. All are invited to spend time with our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament to beg for God's mercy, to
bring healing and conversion, and to join in solidarity
with our sisters and brothers in need.

SVDP FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK. St. Vincent de Paul
Society’s Annual Friends of the Poor Walk will be held
on Saturday, September 26 BUT will be VIRTUAL only
(meaning you may do the walk yourself to fit your
schedule). The annual walk’s goal is to raise money for
those in need in our local community. With the pan-
demic, the need is great especially when the morato-
rium for evictions ends in August. Register as a *“virtual”
walker or to find a tfeam or individual to for your
pledge: www.svdp-rochmn.org/fop-walk-2020

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP. On October 3rd, the Diocesan
Social Concerns and Catholic Charities of Southern
Minnesota will be hosting a virtual event, Voting in
2020 — A Catholic Approach, featuring guest presenter
Dr. Bernard Evans, Professor Emeritus from the School
of Theology aft St. John's University in Collegeville, and
author of several books based in Catholic Social
Teaching including Vote Catholice Beyond the Politi-
cal Din. More information will be coming soon, or con-
tact Isaac Landsteiner, (ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org) or
Lisa Kremer (lkkremer@ccsomn.org)

CATHOLIC CHARITIES CASE MANAGER. CC seeks a full-
time Refugee Resettlement Case Manager in its Roch-
ester MN office. See position description and how to

apply on our website: www.ccsomn.org/employment

FIRST AND LAST: SCOTT HAHN
REFLECTS ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SPEAK TO ME L

The house of Israel is the vine of
God, who planted and watered
it, preparing the Israelites to bear
fruits of righteousness (see Isaiah
5:7;27:2-5).

Israel failed to yield good fruits
and the Lord allowed His vine-
yard, Israel’s kingdom, to be overrun by conquerors
(see Psalm 80:9-20). But God promised that one day
He would replant His vineyard and its shoots would
blossom to the ends of the earth (see Amos

9:15; Hosea 14:5-10).

This is the biblical backdrop to Jesus' parable of salva-
tion history in today's Gospel. The landowner is God.
The vineyard is the kingdom. The workers hired at
dawn are the Israelites, to whom He first offered His
covenant. Those hired later in the day are the Gen-
tiles, the non-Israelites, who, until the coming of Chirist,
were strangers to the covenants of promise

(see Ephesians 2:11-13). In the Lord’s great generosity,
the same wages, the same blessings promised to the
first-called, the Israelites, will be paid to those called
last, the rest of the nations.

This provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t
the complaint of those first laborers sound like that of
the older brother in Jesus’ prodigal son parable

(see Luke 15:29-30)2 God's ways, however, are far
from our ways, as we hear in foday’s First Reading.
And today's readings should caution us against the
temptation to resent God'’s lavish mercy.

Like the Gentiles, many will be allowed to enter the
kingdom late - after having spent most of their days
idling in sin.

But even these can call upon Him and find Him near,
as we sing in today’s Psalm. We should rejoice that
God has compassion on all whom He has created. This
should console us, too, especially if we have loved
ones who remain far from the vineyard.

Our task is fo confinue laboring in His vineyard. As Paul
says in today’s Epistle, let us conduct ourselves worthi-
ly, struggling to bring all men and women to the praise
of His name.

Copyright © 2020 The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, All rights reserved.

We pray for the repose of the soul of:

Sandra "Sandy" K. Dose
July 3, 1955 - September 12, 2020
DD S
May she rest in God’s love and peace.




20 QUESTIONS FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENS Ry

Are you a faithful citizen2 Test your knowledge of the issues
and the Catholic Church's position on them by taking our quiz.

1) How many unborn children have lost their lives to
abortion since Roe v. Wade legalized abortion in 19737
A) 9 million B) 27 million C) 53 million

D) 89 million

2) How many successful ireatments for “incurable” dis-
eases have been developed using stem cells harvested
from human embryos that were destroyed to obtain
them?

A) O B) 12 C) 45 D) 73
3) How many successful treatments for "incurable” dis-
eases have been developed using stem cells from
adult tissue sources, causing no harm to the stem cell
donor?

A) O B) 12 C) 45 D) 73
4) How many U.S. children live in a household that is
"food insecure,” which means it can't provide enough

food for its members at some point during the year?
A) 2.2 million B) 8.2 million C) 12.2 million

D) 16.2 million

5) The official poverty rate in America is:

A) 9.8 % B)11.5% C)151%

D) 22.4%

6) How long has the average jobless worker been un-
employed?

A) 6 months B) 9 months C) 10 months

D) 12 months

7) According to a 2009 survey by The Polling Company,
Inc., what percentage of American adults believed it is
important to make sure that health care professionals in
America are not forced to participate in procedures
and practices to which they have moral objections?

A) 28% B) 42% C) 65% D) 87%
8) How many patients who are hospitalized in the Unit-
ed States each year are cared for in a Catholic hospi-
tal?

A) 1in?9
D)1in3
9) According to a study released in the September 2011
issue of Obstetrics & Gynecology, what percentage of
practicing ob/gyns performs abortions?

A) 14% B) 25% C) 50% D) 70%
10) Children raised in intact married families are less
likely to:

A) Be physically and sexually abused B) Use drugs or
alcohol C) Become pregnant/impregnate someone as
ateenager D) All of the above

B)1iné C)1linb

A ‘orming Consciences for
7 FFaithful Citizenship

faithfulcitizenship.org

11) According to a study by the University of Chicago
which factor best predicts that a boy will exhibit good
behavior in 5" grade and avoid being suspended in 8t
grade?

A) Aftending a high-quality elementary school B) Being
raised in an infact home with both his father and mother
C) Receiving instruction from a caring and competent
teacher D) Attending a high-quality preschool
12) Children in single-parent families comprise

all American children, yet they account for

poor children.
A) 27%, 62%
D) 42%, 50%
13) Unavuthorized migrants take advantage of our wel-
fare system to their own advantage and at the taxpay-
er's expense.

of
of all

B) 31%, 49% C) 39%. 71%

A) True B) False
14) Undocumented immigrants pay taxes.
A) True B) False

15) Studies show that unauthorized immigrants provide
a net gain of how much to the Social Security system

each year?

A) $8 million B) $100 million C) $650 million
D) $7 billion

16) Torture is intrinsically evil.

A) True B) False

17) What percent of victims maimed or killed by
landmines and cluster munitions are civilians?

A) 20% B) 40% C) 70% D) 90%
18) Life-saving poverty-focused international assistance
that fights hunger, disease and poverty makes up what
percent of the U.S. federal budget?

A)1% B) 4% C)11% D) 16%
19) Which of the following are effects of climate
change:

A) Increased temperatures B) Rising sea levels

C) Changes in rainfall that contribute to more frequent
and severe floods and droughts D) All of the above
20) People with disabilities have a much more difficult
time finding the resources they need to live in dignity.
A) True B) False

To find the answers, go to: https://www.usccb.org/
issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/all-catholics/
faithful-citizenship-quiz-answers




