Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the
Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who
continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion.
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"When John came to you in the way of righteousness,
you did not believe him; but tax collectors and prostitutes did.
Yet even when you saw that, you did not later change
your minds and believe him."
- Matthew 21:32

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

F R OM TH E D ESK O F F A T H ER BERN IN G
IMMIGRATION SUNDAY. This is Immigration Sunday, a
day to join with Catholics around the globe to mark
World Day of Migrants and Refugees. We pray for all
immigrants who continue to come and share their
many gifts with us and we are grateful for them.
PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY. This Sunday is also Priesthood
Sunday. We thank you for your prayers and support of
the call to priesthood.
FALL FESTIVAL NEWS. We thank those that are joining us in praying a nineday Novena (Sept 25-Oct 4) to St. Francis’ intercessory power, asking him
to pray for us, our parish and our world. The Novena prayer booklet has
been posted to our website. We will also be celebrating our Feast Day of
St. Francis of Assisi with some new Franciscan traditions - including a
”virtual” choir singing the Prayer of St Francis, a “drive thru” Blessing of the
Animals (both real and stuffed) at 3PM on Saturday, October 3 in our
church parking lot and a tri-lingual format at all the Masses the weekend
of October 3 and 4.

Welcome
Welcome to the Church of St.
Francis of Assisi. Our church has
helped to bring Jesus Christ to the
city of Rochester since 1937. We
seek to foster the spiritual growth
of our parishioners through the celebration of the Sacraments, catechesis, community life, and personal prayer. Like our patron saint,
we strive to rebuild the Church
and to console the heart of Jesus
by serving our neighbors in need.

Parish Contacts
Parish Center Office
(507) 288-7313
Pastor (x 202)

FAITH FORMATION. If you are part of our Faith Formation program and
have not yet registered for this year, please do so as soon as possible.
Also, if you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic,
please contact Mark Nuehring at 288-7313.

Rev. Jim Berning
Parochial Vicar (x 203)
Rev. Luis Vargas
Deacon (x 208)

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL. We did it!!! We are currently OVER 100% of
our goal of $57,800. Thank you to the 147 families that made their pledge!
We encourage everyone’s participation - as 100% of the monies received
over our goal are returned to the parish for a designated building project.
Again, thank you for everyone’s generosity, faith and participation.
FEAST DAYS. September 29: Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels, pray for us. September 30: St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the
Church, pray for us. October 1: St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin and
Doctor of the Church, pray for us. October 2: The Holy Guardian Angels,
pray for us. “Angel of God, My guardian dear, To Whom His love, Commits
me here, Ever this day, Be at my side, To light and guard, To rule and
guide. Amen.”

“Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take with you nothing that you
have received - only what you have given: a full heart enriched by honest service, love,
sacrifice and courage.” - Francis of Assisi
FR JIM BERNING

Terry Smith
Parish Administrator (x 204)
Sarah Kinsman
Office Manager (x 201)
Michelle Ibarra
Financial Secretary (x 205)
Debbie Worden
Director of Music/Liturgy (x 301)
Zack Stachowski
Faith Formation
Mark Nuehring (x 207)
St. Francis of Assisi School
(507) 288-4816
Principal
Barb Plenge
Trustees

CAN YOU HELP OUT? We are looking for volunteers that can help us with
our various liturgical ministry areas - hospitality, readers and ministers of
Holy Communion. Our aim is to have enough volunteers so that no one
person is being relied on every single week. We ask all of you who are
healthy to consider volunteering! MSP is our online tool for scheduling
our Ministry Volunteers. You can check your schedule, request a substitute, change your availability on your computer or on your phone.
Please call the Parish Office at 288-7313 if you can help or have any
questions. Thank you in advance for your support. We appreciate you!

Bruce Anderson
Rosemary Bengal
Knights of Columbus
Dale Frank
Calvary Cemetery
Steve Flynn, Director
(507) 273-0140
Catholic Charities
(507) 287-2047

A NOTE FROM FR LUIS

This Week’s Intentions and Readings

SAN FRANCISCO DE ASÍS
PATRONO DE LOS ANIMALES
Recordemos que el fin de semanada del 3 y 4 de octubre festejamos a San Francisco de Asís, el
patrono de nuestra parroquia.
La programación para este siguiente fin de semana será la siguiente: Todas las misas de serán
trilingües, (vietnamita, Español e Ingles) es decir que
no tendremos misa exclusiva en español, por tanto tu
podrás asistir a cualquiera de las misas, puesto que
todas serán iguales.
Los horarios de las misas son los siguientes: Sábado
4:30 pm. Este día haremos la bendición de las mascotas en el estacionamiento de la Iglesia a las 3: pm.
(Todos deben permanecer dentro de sus carros). Domingo 8:00 am; 10:00 am y 12:00 pm
Vayamos poniendo estas fechas en nuestro propio
calendario.
Muchas son las personas devotas de San Francisco de
Asís, nació en Asís Italia en el año 1182 y que renunció
a todas sus riquezas materiales para dedicar su vida a
ayudar, acompañar y a guiar a todos los seres vivos,
en especial, a los animales, a quienes consideraba
sus “hermanos menores”. San Francisco de Asís, es el
patrono de los animales y de los ecologistas.
Son muchas las anécdotas que dan cuenta de la conexión especial y el poder que Francisco tenía con
los animales. Según cuenta la historia, todas las especies le escuchaban y obedecían sus órdenes, entre
ellas las golondrinas, quienes lo seguían en bandadas
y formaban una cruz por encima de donde él predicaba. Hasta un lobo salvaje que devoraba las ovejas
de los pastores y atacaba a los hombres, dejó de
agredir tras ser amansado por San Francisco.
Con el paso del tiempo, estas anécdotas que demuestran el amor de San Francisco por la naturaleza
fueron las que motivaron a la Organización Mundial
de Protección Animal a instaurar el 4 de octubre
(fecha en la que falleció el santo) como Día Mundial
de los Animales. Asimismo, el Papa Juan Pablo II también valoró el accionar ecológico de este gran hombre italiano y, en 1980, lo proclamó Patrono de los Animales y de los Ecologistas.
No olvide traer sus mascotas para que reciban la bendición el próximo Sábado a las 3 de la tarde en el estacionamiento de la Iglesia, deben permanecer dentro de los carros mientras se imparte la bendición.

For the Week of September 28, 2020
MON Sept 28
TUE Sept 29
WED Sept 30
THU Oct 1
FRI Oct 2
SAT Oct 3
SUN Oct 4

7:00 AM
* 9:15 AM
7:00 AM
7:00 AM
** 7:00 PM
7:00 AM
4:30 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
** 12:00 PM
* School Mass

NO DAILY MASS (funeral)
Juanita Foster †
Nguyen Dang Family
Pat Sweeney †
Cristian Martinez (Birthday)
Arthur Mueller †
James Neisen †
Bill & B.J Beaulieu
Pro Populo
Joel Patiño, Salvador Patiño,
Maria Martinez †
** Spanish Mass

MASS INTENTIONS
If you have a desire to remember someone who has
passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,
Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday
Masses and on the weekends. You are welcome to stop
by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention
during normal office hours.
Readings for the week of September 20, 2020
Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/
Mt 21:28-32
Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 [6]/Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3,
4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-15 [3]/Lk
9:57-62
Thursday: Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14 [13]/Lk 10:112
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4ab, 4c-6, 10-11 [11]/
Mt 18:1-5, 10
Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130
[135]/Lk 10:17-24
Next Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 5:7a]/
Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43
Las lecturas de la semana del 20 de septiembre de 2020
Domingo: Ez 18, 25-28/Sal 25, 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 [6]/Flp 2, 1-11 o 2, 15/Mt 21, 28-32
Lunes: Job 1, 6-22/Sal 17, 1. 2-3. 6-7 [6]/Lc 9, 46-50
Martes: Dn 7, 9-10. 13-14 o Ap 12, 7-12/Sal 138, 1-2. 2-3. 4-5 [1]/
Jn 1, 47-51
Miércoles: Job 9, 1-12. 14-16/Sal 88, 10-11. 12-13. 14-15 [3]/Lc 9,
57-62
Jueves: Job 19, 21-27/Sal 27, 7-8. 8-9. 13-14 [13]/Lc 10, 1-12
Viernes: Job 38, 1. 12-21; 40, 3-5/Sal 91, 1-2. 3-4. 4-6. 10-11 [11]/
Mt 18, 1-5. 10
Sábado: Job 42, 1-3. 5-6. 12-17/Sal 119, 66. 71. 75. 91. 125. 130
[135]/Lc 10, 17-24
Domingo siguiente: Is 5, 1-7/Sal 80, 9. 12. 13-14. 15-16. 19-20 [Is
5, 7]/Flp 4, 6-9/Mt 21, 33-43
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Faith Formation
CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF ST FRANCIS. With the Feast
of St Francis of Assisi next weekend, it seemed like a
good time to encourage you to consider doing something special to celebrate our parish’s patronal Saint.
ATTEND THE BLESSING OF PETS. 3PM, Saturday, Oct. 3rd
St Francis of Assisi loved and cherished animals. It has
become a tradition to bless pets (real or stuffed) in his
honor. Please join us in the church parking lot for a
drive-by blessing of your pet(s).
WRITE TO ONE OF THE SISTERS OF SAINT FRANCIS. The
Sisters of Saint Francis have quarantined themselves at
Assisi Heights since the beginning of the pandemic to
keep the vulnerable in their community safe. I am sure
it would really brighten their Feast of Saint Francis celebration, if students from our parish would reach out to
them. Would your child consider writing one of the
Sisters? Many of the Sisters were school teachers before their retirement and would enjoy reading about
the unique experiences students are having this year.
PRAY THE PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS AS A FAMILY AND
DISCUSS ITS MEANING. Lord, make me an instrument
of Thy peace; Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon; Where there is error, the
truth; Where there is doubt, the faith; Where there is
despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light; And
where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, Grant
that I may not so much seek To be consoled, as to
console; To be understood, as to understand; To be
loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; It is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; And it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
- Mark Nuehring

Music and Liturgy
MusicNotes
IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR ALL LITURGICAL MINISTERS.
Beginning in November, we’ll be returning to Ministry
Scheduler Pro for the scheduling of liturgical ministries.
All current readers, ministers of hospitality, Eucharistic
ministers, and altar servers: you should have received
an email on 9/2/20 with important instructions about
updating your profile. Contact Zack Stachowski with
any questions.
CANTORS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED. if you are a
singer or instrumentalist interested in serving at our liturgies, please contact me. Even if you are not comfortable serving just yet, please send me an e-mail and let
me know that you're out there. I am open to working
with all skill levels, ages, and instruments. Scheduling
and commitment can be tailored to your availability.
- Zack - litfranc@stfrancis-church.org

We will be celebrating our Feast Day
of St. Francis of Assisi with some new
Franciscan traditions, including:

 a ”virtual” choir singing the Prayer of
School News



NWEA testing continues this
week.


The weekly school Mass will be
celebrated on Tuesday, September
29th at 9:15 am.


 Tuesday, September 29th is our
HERO Day. Students may wear their HERO shirts with
uniform bottoms. The HERO assembly will be in the gym
at 1:20 pm with the grade responsible for planning it. It
will be recorded or live streamed into the classrooms.

Friday, October 2nd is the first Friday of the month
and will be a non-uniform day.


The Fall Festival at St. Francis of Assisi Parish has been
cancelled for this weekend.




St Francis that you can check out on
the parish’s Facebook page.
a “drive thru” Blessing of the Animals
(both real and stuffed) at 3PM on
Saturday, October 3 in our church
parking lot. Bring your pet for a special blessing. We will practice social
distancing during this outdoor event.
a multi-lingual format at ALL the
Masses the weekend of October 3
and 4. SEE YOU THERE !!!

A NOTE FROM THE DEACON
On Tuesday, Sep 29, the Church celebrates the feast of
Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels. Angels
are servants and messengers of God. They are saints because as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches,
they behold God’s face in heaven.
St Michael is seen in chapter 12 of the book of Revelation
as leading God’s army as they fought against the dragon
who was about to give birth to the child, defeating Satan
and his angels. Gabriel appeared four times in the Old Testament and two in the New Testament: In the New Testament, Gabriel foretells to Zachary the birth of John the Baptist and also appeared to Mary at the Annunciation. Some
people believe that it was Gabriel that appeared to St. Joseph and the shepherds, and who strengthened Jesus during his passion in the garden of Gethsemane. St. Raphael is
seen in the book of Tobit, where he appears disguised in
human form as the travelling companion of Tobias, who
was travelling in a dangerous country to a relative’s where
he intended to obtain money his father Tobit had deposited with his relative Raguel. While there Tobias found Sara
(daughter of Raguel) whom he wanted to marry. But Sara
had a demon which had killed her seven previous husbands immediately after their weddings. Raphael is seen
binding the demon, and upon returning home with Tobias
and Sara, heals the blindness in Tobit’s eyes and then revealed himself as the Angel Raphael, one of the seven who
stand before the Lord.
The name Michael means, “Who is like God.” Gabriel’s
name means, “God’s Strength.” Raphael means, “God’s
Remedy.” St. Michael is the patron of security forces and
the sick. Gabriel is the patron of telecommunications and
the postal service, and Raphael is the patron of travelers
and the blind.

The Greater Catholic Community

THE HUMBLE PATH: SCOTT HAHN
REFLECTS ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

COR JESU IS BACK - FIRST FRIDAY OF OCTOBER! The
Cathedral is excited to invite you once again to Cor
Jesu on Friday, October 2 from 7PM-9PM. Cor Jesu is
an evening of Eucharistic Adoration, Confessions, and
music in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. For more
details, search for Winona Cor Jesu on Facebook, go
to cascwinona.org/prayer/corJesu or call Olivia Gadient at (507) 951-7063.

Echoing the complaint heard in
last week’s readings, today’s First
Reading again presents protests
that God isn’t fair. Why does He
punish with death one who begins in virtue but falls into iniquity,
while granting life to the wicked
one who turns from sin?

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP. On October 3rd, the Diocesan
Social Concerns and Catholic Charities of Southern
Minnesota will be hosting a virtual event, Voting in
2020 – A Catholic Approach, featuring guest presenter
Dr. Bernard Evans, Professor Emeritus from the School
of Theology at St. John’s University in Collegeville, and
author of several books based in Catholic Social
Teaching including Vote Catholic? Beyond the Political Din. More information will be coming soon, or contact Isaac Landsteiner, (ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org) or
Lisa Kremer (lkremer@ccsomn.org)

This is the question that Jesus takes up in the parable in
today’s Gospel. The first son represents the most heinous sinners of Jesus’ day - tax collectors and prostitutes - who by their sin at first refused to serve in the
Lord’s vineyard, the kingdom. At the preaching of
John the Baptist, they repented and did what was
right and just. The second son represents Israel’s leaders - who said they would serve God in the vineyard,
but refused to believe John when he told them they
must produce good fruits as evidence of their repentance (see Matthew 3:8).

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER. These last months have been
incredibly difficult on all of us and marriages have suffered! Please let us help you to find enrichment, joy,
and hope in your relationship! Register for the October
24-25 Marriage Encounter. Weekends are held at Mt
Olivet Conference and Retreat Center in Farmington.
Visit www.marriages.org for additional information or
call 651.454.3238.

Once again, this week’s readings invite us to ponder
the unfathomable ways of God’s justice and mercy.
He teaches His ways only to the humble, as we sing in
today’s Psalm. And in the Epistle today, Paul presents
Jesus as the model of that humility by which we come
to know life’s true path.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES CASE MANAGER. Catholic Charities of Southern Minnesota seeks a full-time Refugee
Resettlement Case Manager in its Rochester MN office. The Case Manager is responsible for case management for specifically designated Catholic Charities
sponsored refugees and also takes a leadership role in
the employment program Match Grant. See position
description and how to apply on our website:
www.ccsomn.org/employment
MINNESOTA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE. The Minnesota
Catholic Conference has a listing of resources for the
2020 election on November 3rd, including an election
novena. These can be found at:
https://www.mncatholic.org/resources/election/

Paul sings a beautiful hymn to the Incarnation. Unlike
Adam, the first man, who in his pride grasped at being
God, the New Adam, Jesus, humbled himself to become a slave, obedient even unto death on the Cross
(see Romans 5:14). In this He has shown sinners - each
one of us - the way back to the Father. We can only
come to God to serve in His vineyard, the Church, by
having that same attitude as Christ.
This is what Israel’s leaders lacked. In their vain glory,
they presumed their superiority - that they had no further need to hear God’s Word or listen to God’s servants. But this is the way to death, as God tells Ezekiel
today. We are always to be emptying ourselves, seeking forgiveness for our sins and frailties, confessing on
bended knee that He is Lord, to the glory of the Father.
Copyright © 2020 The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, All rights reserved.

COLLECTION FOR NATURAL DISASTERS. Two natural disasters have recently affected our brothers and sisters
in Christ. Hurricane Laura in Louisiana and the California wildfires have created widespread destruction.
Catholic Charities USA is the official domestic relief
agency of the U.S. Catholic Church and is already responding to urgent needs of those affected by these
two disasters. Checks should be made payable to
your local parish. For more information, go to:
www.usccb.org or www.catholiccharitiesusa.org

We pray for the repose of the soul of:

Betty Honermann
May 23, 1939 - September 20, 2020

  
May she rest in God’s love and peace.

NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK
What is the difference between "migration" and
"refugee immigration"? The difference is one is voluntary and one is forced. Today, many people have the
ability to choose when to move and where to move.
Those are the immigrants who have the financial
means to move from one country to another or the
skills and talents an employer may need and pay for.
In our world we have millions of people who have
been forced to leave their country because of a
manmade crisis -- war, or a natural disaster such as
famine, which some say might also be from manmade
circumstances.
The Holy Family - Joseph, Mary, and the child Jesus were also once refugees. Let us try to see our refugee
crisis as an opportunity to welcome "holy families" into
our cities and hearts. It is, after all, what Christ asks us
to do.
Gracious God,
we implore you this day
to help us protect the most
vulnerable among us the families forced to leave
their hearth and home for foreign lands.
Make us worthy disciples of Christ
and shed our fears of strange people
with strange ways, and welcome them
as Christ in our presence.
We ask this with open hearts
in the name of Jesus, the child of the
Holy Family.
Amen.

PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY
Every day, our priests work hard helping our parish to
grow and flourish – from the various ministries they
oversee to all the Masses they celebrate and Sacraments they administer. The priest occupies many
roles and fulfills many duties at the parish, but his identity is far greater than would appear on the surface.
Join us in a special prayer for our priests. Show your
appreciation for their lifetime commitment to follow
God's call. Thank them for their service to our parish
community.
A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
Gracious and loving God,
we thank you for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience your presence
in the sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation.
Set their souls on fire with love for your people.
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength
they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to
spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.
Help them to become instruments of
your divine grace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
as our Eternal Priest.
Amen.
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