Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the
Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who
continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

F R OM TH E D ESK O F F A T H ER BERN IN G
“WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD ALWAYS FOR ALL OF YOU,
remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling
to mind your work of faith and labor of love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our
God and Father…” - Thessalonians 1:2-3
WE ARE GRATEFUL and so blessed to have Saint Francis
of Assisi as the patron saint for our parish and school!
Happy Patronal Feast Day to all on this October 4!
We give thanks to our parish staff - and to all those
who have made our Liturgies and events meaningful and beautiful this
weekend. Thank you to all who attended the Pet Blessing, and to those
who participated in the “virtual” choir. We are very grateful! “It is in giving
that we receive…” St Francis of Assisi, pray for us.
WE ARE GRATEFUL. As you may have noticed, there are two things that
look like small monstrances located on either side of the icon of St Francis
of Assisi in front of the ambo this weekend. These are reliquaries containing relics that were given to the parish as a gift from the Sisters of St Francis
at Assisi Heights. The Sisters of St Francis founded our school in 1952. Each
of the reliquaries contains a special relic of St Francis of Assisi and St Clare,
the friend of St. Francis and founder of the Poor Clares. We are very grateful to the Sisters for their gift!
WE ARE GRATEFUL. Thank you very much for helping us achieve our CMA
Goal! ALL monies received over our goal are returned to us 100% for a
designated building project - such as security improvements. We are also
very grateful for the continuing contributions in response to the letter that
was sent out a number of weeks ago. Be assured of my daily prayers for
you and your families!

Welcome
Welcome to the Church of St.
Francis of Assisi. Our church has
helped to bring Jesus Christ to the
city of Rochester since 1937. We
seek to foster the spiritual growth
of our parishioners through the celebration of the Sacraments, catechesis, community life, and personal prayer. Like our patron saint,
we strive to rebuild the Church
and to console the heart of Jesus
by serving our neighbors in need.
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Rev. Jim Berning
Parochial Vicar (x 203)
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Terry Smith
Parish Administrator (x 204)
Sarah Kinsman
Office Manager (x 201)

WE ARE GRATEFUL. Through the generosity of a number of private donors,
we are in the process of updating the security systems of the church to
control exterior accesses to the church. This project has been our “WISH”
list for many years and we are very grateful for their generosity!

Michelle Ibarra

WE ARE GRATEFUL. This is also Respect Life Sunday (and Month). We are
respectful and grateful for the gift of life - from beginning to end, from
conception to natural death and all points in between. We are mindful
that every day of our lives is a gift! October 5 is the Feast of St. Faustina.
It was established and given to us back in May 2020 from Pope Francis.
We are very grateful for her life and the awesome devotion to the Chaplet of Divine Mercy given to us by her. “For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, Have mercy on us and on the whole world…” October 7 is the Feast
of Our Lady of the Rosary. Please find time to pray the rosary and turn to
the Blessed Mother who points and takes us to Her Son, Jesus, and says to
us: “Do whatever He tells you do…” We are grateful for this great prayer
and devotion in our Church. Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us.

Zack Stachowski

“Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take
with you nothing that you have received - only what you
have given: a full heart enriched by honest service, love,
sacrifice and courage.” - Francis of Assisi
FR JIM BERNING
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A NOTE FROM FR LUIS

This Week’s Intentions and Readings

TRÁNSITO DE SAN FRANCISCO
DE ASÍS
Francisco de Asís murió el sábado
3 de octubre de 1226. El 4 de octubre es el día que la Iglesia aparta para celebrar el día de la
muerte de san Francisco de Asís,
su nacimiento a la vida eterna.
Francisco es fácilmente uno de los
santos más queridos y venerados de la Iglesia. Por lo
tanto. El 3 de octubre es la vigilia de su muerte y lleva
un nombre especial: su Transitus.
La palabra se deriva del latín que significa "paso",
"cruce" o "pasar".
La fiesta siempre ha sido una parte importante de la
espiritualidad franciscana. Idealmente, un cristiano no
debe temer a la muerte, o como lo llamó Francis,
"Hermana Muerte". Francisco se enfrentó a su propio
fin con lo que podría describirse como un aplomo gozoso. Un giro suave hacia Dios en el último y último misterio: el pasar o, si digo, la vuelta del alma a su amante y autor.
En la vida, San Francisco de Asís abrazó la Naturaleza
y todo al llamarla Hermano o Hermana bajo Dios después de todo, ¿no somos todas las Criaturas hechas por el único Creador?
El Tránsito recuerda específicamente al Pobre de Asís
en su momento de santidad, el momento en que se
encontró con su Dios. Llama a los frailes, hermanas,
monjas y miembros seculares de la familia franciscana
a los cuales Francisco podría darnos su única y última
lección.
San Francisco pasó los últimos días antes de su muerte
alabando al Señor y enseñando a sus compañeros a
quienes amaba tanto a alabar a Cristo con él. Él mismo, en la medida de sus posibilidades, estalló con el
Salmo: clamo al Señor con mi voz; al Señor, hago una
fuerte súplica. Asimismo, invitó a todas las criaturas a
alabar a Dios y, con las palabras que había compuesto antes, las exhortó a amar a
Dios. Incluso la muerte misma,
considerada por todos como
terrible y odiosa, fue exhortada
a alabar, mientras él mismo,
yendo alegremente a su encuentro, la invitaba a hospedarse con él. "Bienvenido", dijo,
"mi hermana Muerte".

For the Week of October 5, 2020
MON Oct 5
TUE Oct 6
WED Oct 7
THU Oct 8
FRI Oct 9
SAT Oct 10
SUN Oct 11

7:00 AM
* 9:15 AM
7:00 AM
7:00 AM
** 7:00 PM
7:00 AM
4:30 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
** 12:00 PM
* School Mass

John Tauzell
Stephen Frazer †
Jeff Aufenthie †
Healing for Greg Payne
Emily Thronwall †
Josephine Severns †
Donald Carroll †
Steve & Clara Woodward †
Pro Populo
** Spanish Mass

MASS INTENTIONS
If you have a desire to remember someone who has
passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,
Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday
Masses and on the weekends. You are welcome to stop
by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention
during normal office hours.
Readings for the week of October 4, 2020

Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 5:7a]/
Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43
Monday: Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c [5]/Lk
10:25-37
Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15 [24b]/
Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68]/Lk 11:513
Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [5]/Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Lk 11:2728
Next Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Phil
4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10
Las lecturas de la semana del 4 de Octubre de 2020

Domingo: Is 5, 1-7/Sal 80, 9. 12. 13-14. 15-16. 19-20 [Is 5,
7]/Flp 4, 6-9/Mt 21, 33-43
Lunes: Gal 1, 6-12/Sal 111, 1-2. 7-8. 9 y 10 [5]/Lc 10, 25-37
Martes: Gal 1, 13-24/Sal 139, 1-3. 13-14. 14-15 [24]/Lc 10,
38-42
Miércoles: Gal 2, 1-2. 7-14/Sal 117, 1. 2/Lc 11, 1-4
Jueves: Gal 3, 1-5/Lc 1, 69-70. 71-72. 73-75 [68]/Lc 11, 513
Viernes: Gal 3, 7-14/Sal 111, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6 [5]/Lc 11, 15-26
Sábado: Gal 3, 22-29/Sal 105, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7 [8]/Lc 11, 2728
Domingo siguiente: Is 25, 6-10/Sal 23, 1-3. 3-4. 5. 6 [6]/Flp
4, 12-14. 19-20/Mt 22, 1-14 o 22, 1-10
© Liturgical Publications Inc

Faith Formation
We can learn a lot from the Saint’s, and this weekend
is the perfect time to ponder Saint Francis. Saint Francis was born in Assisi, Italy in 1182. At the age of 20, he
devoted himself to a life of prayer. Three years later,
Francis embraced a life of poverty and dedicated
himself to God. Then one day when Francis was praying in the dilapidated church of St. Damian, he heard
a voice from the crucifix say, “Go and repair my
church.” At first Francis literally worked to fix the building, but later understood that his real call was to renew people spiritually.
How can we follow in Francis’ footsteps with a devotion to prayer and service? Another aspect of his life
that is very significant is his pursuit of peace and the
line from his famous prayer, “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace” could be a great mantra for us
this month?
As Christians, we can be encouraged by Saint Francis’
pursuit of prayer, service, and peace. These are not
easy tasks. A life of prayer and peace are life-long
pursuits for followers of Jesus, but we have a great
model in Saint Francis. Pray the wonderful Prayer of
Saint Francis with your family and discuss this week.
God Bless!

Music and Liturgy
MusicNotes
I am grateful to all the musicians, liturgical ministers and
staff who lent their time and talent to the celebration
of our parish feast day. Even in the midst of challenges
posed by the pandemic, I am inspired to see how our
parish came together to honor and celebrate St. Francis. Thank you to all who participated in our virtual
choir! If you missed it, you can find the video on our
parish Facebook page @StFrancisRochMN.
IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR ALL LITURGICAL MINISTERS.
Beginning in November, we’ll be returning to Ministry
Scheduler Pro for the scheduling of liturgical ministries.
All current readers, ministers of hospitality, Eucharistic
ministers, and altar servers: you should have received
an email on 9/2/20 with important instructions about
updating your profile. Contact Zack Stachowski with
any questions.
CANTORS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS NEEDED. If you are a
singer or instrumentalist interested in serving at our liturgies, please contact me. Even if you are not comfortable serving just yet, please send me an e-mail and let
me know that you're out there. I am open to working
with all skill levels, ages, and instruments. Scheduling
and commitment can be tailored to your availability.

- Mark (youthminister@stfrancis-church.org)
- Zack (litfranc@stfrancis-church.org)

School News
The feast of Saint Francis of Assisi
is October 4th. Please pray through
the intercession of St. Francis for
peace in our world.


October is Respect for Life
month. Our Baby Bottle campaign
begins on Monday, October 5th.
Bottles are available for students to
take, fill with monetary donations and return to the office by October 29th.




This week is Fire Prevention Week.

The monthly meeting of the home and School Association will be held on Monday, October 5th at 6:30
pm in the school library.


The weekly school Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday, October 6th at 9:15 am.


Conferences will be held on Tuesday, October 6th
and Thursday, October 8th. These conferences will be
held in a virtual format. Scheduling information has
been shared. Please contact the office if you have not
yet scheduled a conference.


A NOTE FROM THE DEACON
October 7, the Church celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary. Known for several centuries as “Our Lady of Victory,”
the feast day honors the Christian naval victory over the Ottoman Turks on October 7, 1571 at Lepanto, in southwestern
Greece.
The Turkish Ottoman Empire had invaded and occupied the
Byzantine empire by 1453, bringing a large portion of the
Christian world under Islamic law. For the next hundred years,
the Turks expanded their empire westward on land, and asserted their naval power in the Mediterranean. In 1565 they
attacked Malta, with their eye on the invasion of Rome. The
Turks were defeated at Malta but captured Cyprus in the fall
of 1570.
The next year, three Catholic powers on the continent – Genoa, Spain, and the Papal States - formed an alliance called
the Holy League, to defend their Christian civilization against
Turkish invasion. Its fleets sailed to confront the Turks on October 7, 1571.
Crew members on more than 200 ships prayed the Rosary before the battle along with Christians throughout Europe, at the
Pope’s request, to invoke the Virgin Mary against the daunting
Turkish forces.
Some accounts say that Pope Pius V had a miraculous vision
of the Holy League's stunning victory. Without a doubt, the
Pope understood the significance of the day's events. All but
13 of the nearly 300 Turkish ships had been captured or sunk.
Afterward, the Pope instituted the feast now celebrated universally as Our Lady of the Rosary.
Turkish victory at Lepanto would have been a catastrophe of
the first magnitude for Christendom had Mary’s intercession
not been invoked. We need her protection today against the
forces of evil which are poised to destroy true Christianity in
our own country if they are allowed.

The Greater Catholic Community
CATHOLIC TEACHING: RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES.
Catechism of the Catholic Church - paragraph 2240:
Submission to authority and co-responsibility for the
common good make it morally obligatory to pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote, and to defend one's
country.
Register to Vote: Complete the form online, at the
Olmsted County Elections Office, or in-person on Election Day. Bring proof of your current address, or someone to vouch for your address.
Vote Early by Mail: Apply for an absentee ballot online
(mnvotes.org) or by mail (applications were mailed to
registered voters in early June).
Return: US Mail. Ballots must be postmarked by Nov 3.
Drop Box: Olmsted County Elections Office (address
below) Sept 18-Nov 2 from 8am-5pm or Nov 3 by 3pm
Vote Early in-Person: Starts Sept 18 from 8am-5pm.
Olmsted County Elections Office, 2122 Campus Drive
SE, Door A, Rochester, MN 55904
Go to the Polls: Tuesday, Nov. 3 from 7am-8pm. Find
your polling place online: pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us.
Wear a mask. Be prepared for socially-distanced lines.
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER. These last months have been
incredibly difficult on all of us and marriages have suffered! Please let us help you to find enrichment, joy,
and hope in your relationship! Register for the October
24-25 Marriage Encounter. Weekends are held at Mt
Olivet Conference and Retreat Center in Farmington.
Visit www.marriages.org for additional information or
call 651.454.3238.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES CASE MANAGER. Catholic Charities of Southern Minnesota seeks a full-time Refugee
Resettlement Case Manager in its Rochester MN office. The Case Manager is responsible for case management for specifically designated Catholic Charities
sponsored refugees and also takes a leadership role in
the employment program Match Grant. See position
description and how to apply on our website:
www.ccsomn.org/employment

LIVING ON THE VINE: SCOTT
HAHN REFLECTS ON THE TWENTYSEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME
In today’s Gospel Jesus returns
to the Old Testament symbol of
the vineyard to teach about
Israel, the Church, and the kingdom of God. And the symbolism of today’s First Reading and
Psalm is readily understood. God is the owner and the
house of Israel is the vineyard. A cherished vine, Israel
was plucked from Egypt and transplanted in a fertile
land specially spaded and prepared by God, hedged
about by the city walls of Jerusalem, watched over by
the towering Temple. But the vineyard produced no
good grapes for the wine, a symbol for the holy lives
God wanted for His people. So God allowed His vineyard to be overrun by foreign invaders, as Isaiah foresees in the First Reading.
Jesus picks up the story where Isaiah leaves off, even
using Isaiah’s words to describe the vineyard’s wine
press, hedge, and watchtower. Israel’s religious leaders, the tenants in His parable, have learned nothing
from Isaiah or Israel’s past. Instead of producing good
fruits, they’ve killed the owner’s servants, the prophets
sent to gather the harvest of faithful souls. In a dark
foreshadowing of His own crucifixion outside Jerusalem, Jesus says the tenants’ final outrage will be to
seize the owner’s son, and to kill him outside the vineyard walls. For this, the vineyard, which Jesus calls the
kingdom of God, will be taken away and given to new
tenants - the leaders of the Church, who will produce
its fruit.
We are each a vine in the Lord’s vineyard, grafted onto the true vine of Christ (see John 15:1–8), called to
bear fruits of the righteousness in Him (see Philippians
1:11) and to be the “first fruits” of a new creation
(see James 1:18). We need to take care that we
don’t let ourselves be overgrown with the thorns and
briers of worldly anxiety. As today’s Epistle advises, we
need to fill our hearts and minds with noble intentions
and virtuous deeds, rejoicing always that the Lord is
near.
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A warm WELCOME is extended to all who come to the
Church of St. Francis of Assisi! We are grateful to our
faithful parishioners & welcome our neighbors &
guests who are visiting us. We want you to know
that you are always welcome here!
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