
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

 

 

Church of  

St Francis of Assisi 

1114 Third Street SE 

Rochester, MN 55904 

507.288.7313 

http://stfrancis-church.org 

 

Parish Center Hours: 

Mon-Thurs: 8:00AM - 3:30PM 

Friday: 9:00AM - 3:30PM 

 

Weekday Mass: 

Monday - Friday 7AM 

 

School Mass: 

Tuesday 9:15AM 

 

Weekend Mass:   

Saturday 4:30PM          

Sunday 8AM, 10AM 

 

In Spanish:  

Sunday 12PM 

       

Misa En Español:  

Domingo 12PM   

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jim Berning 

 

Parochial Vicar                

Rev. Luis Vargas 

 

Deacon 

Mr. Terry Smith 

 

"The bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the wedding 

feast with him. Then the door was locked. Afterwards the other virgins 

came and said, 'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!' But he said in reply, 

'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.'"  

- Matthew 25:10b-12 
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 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

ALL SOULS.  November is traditionally the month in 

which the Church remembers Her dead, and in a spe-

cial way we are invited to remember our family and 

friends who have died, especially those who have 

passed in the previous year.  I encourage our families 

to visit our cemeteries to pray for their dearly depart-

ed loved ones and all souls who have gone before us. 

Throughout this month, our Book of Remembrance will 

be located in the Gathering Space. You are invited to 

add the names of your deceased loved ones and to 

pray for all those listed.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord… 

 

LATERAN BASILICA.  Monday, November 9 is the Feast of The Dedication of 

the Lateran Basilica.  It is the Pope’s Cathedral Church and we are mindful 

always of our own parish church and the blessing of being able to worship 

in it since 1941.  We are forever grateful for our Charter Members who are 

with us since the beginning of the parish in 1937.  

 

VETERAN’S DAY.  Wednesday, November 11 is the Memorial of St. Martin of 

Tours, the patron of soldiers and those in our Armed Forces.  November 11 

is also Veteran’s Day and we are very grateful to all of our Veterans!  

 

CURRENT FINANCIAL UPDATE.  This weekend, we are providing our 2019-

2020 Fiscal Year End reports (see page 5) as well as our current 2020-2021 

Budget reports.  This annual report gives me the opportunity to thank you 

for your faith, your prayers, and your generosity. Thank you for making the 

extra effort to mail in or drop off your envelope and to all who moved to 

on-line giving.  In particular, I want to thank all who made extra gifts.   

 

Next weekend, members of the Finance Committee will make an appeal 

at all the Masses to help offset the loss of our parish Fall Festival income in 

2020 as a result of the coronavirus.  Please know we are deeply grateful to 

all of you and we give thanks for everyone’s generosity in helping with this 

shortfall.  

 

PLANNING AHEAD.  Adhering to social distancing guidelines, the Christmas 

Season will present some unique challenges!  This year, there will be a 

Christmas Mass Time Sign-Up to ensure we stay within our capacity limits 

and prevent overcrowding (max capacity is 180 people).  Mass times are 

as follows:  CHRISTMAS EVE:  4:30PM (Childrens), 7PM (Spanish), 10PM 

(English) w/9:30PM Christmas Carols; CHRISTMAS DAY:  8AM and 10AM 

(English) and 12PM (Spanish).  We will ask that you sign up for one Mass 

time and include the number of people in your household and any out of 

town guests that may be attending Mass with you.  We urge parishioners 

to reserve the 4:30PM Mass for families with children.  Each Mass time will 

have its own sign-up link and will be first come first serve.  If one Mass be-

comes full, we hope you will sign up for a different Mass time.  For those 

who do not have internet access to sign-up, please call the parish center 

office to sign up for a Mass time.  We will stream Christmas Mass on our 

Facebook page for those who cannot attend.   

 

Also, there will be NO communal reconciliation this Advent season.  Fr Luis 

and I will be offering additional opportunities for confessions.  More infor-

mation to come!   

 

FR JIM BERNING 
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  Pa r i s h  C o nt a ct s   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A  NO T E  FR O M FR  L U IS  

NUESTRA PARROQUIA. 

 

El concejo de finanzas de nuestra 

parroquia de San Francisco de 

Asís, nos comparte como están 

las finanzas actualmente.  

 

Este año, a fines de julio, envia-

mos un pedido de ayuda para 

cubrir el déficit financiero que 

ocurrió desde el momento en que nuestra iglesia fue 

cerrada a fines de marzo hasta que reabrimos el 20 de 

junio. Queremos agradecer a todos por ayudar a 

abordar este déficit; sus respuestas fueron muy ama-

bles y muy apreciadas, se recibieron $19,650 directa-

mente de este llamado y petición. Otros feligreses han 

optado por aumentar sus donaciones mensuales. 

¡Nuestros feligreses son muy amables! Agradecemos 

las generosas contribuciones que se han hecho. 

 

Vivimos en una época inusual y sin precedentes dada 

la pandemia de COVID en curso. Nuestra parroquia 

tomó la decisión de no realizar nuestro Festival Anual 

de Otoño este año. Esta decisión se tomó para cum-

plir con el distanciamiento social y mantener la seguri-

dad de todos. Nuestro Festival de Otoño es el principal 

evento de recaudación de fondos para nuestra parro-

quia y en un año normal contribuye de $30,000 a 

40,000 a nuestro presupuesto anual. Para compensar 

este déficit, solicitamos sus contribuciones, por peque-

ñas que sean, ya que cada donación ayudará a ce-

rrar la brecha en nuestro presupuesto. 

 

La familia Powers, en memoria de Bunny Powers, ya ha 

donado $10,000 a este llamamiento. El Fondo de  

Dotación también ha contribuido a este llamamiento.  

 

Por favor únase y ayude a nuestra parroquia a com-

pensar nuestro déficit presupuestario. ¡Todas las dona-

ciones, grandes o pequeñas, son bienvenidas! 

 

Las donaciones se pueden hacer usando el sobre es-

pecial de color verde que será para cubrir el Déficit 

del Festival Parroquial,  que se incluye en el boletín de 

esta semana.  Habrá Sobres adicionales disponibles en 

el espacio de reunión. El sobre "verde" se puede colo-

car en la caja del ofertorio durante la misa, o se pue-

de traer o enviar por correo a la oficina del centro pa-

rroquial. Si lo prefiere, también puede hacer un obse-

quio en línea a través de nuestro sitio web parroquial, 

utilizando Giving Online with WeShare. Solo busque el 

icono de Déficit del Festival Parroquial. Todas las do-

naciones son deducibles de impuestos. 

 

¡Gracias por su continuo apoyo a nuestra parroquia. 

Dios los bendiga a todos!  

  

  T h is  We e k ’s  In t e nt i o ns  an d R e adi ngs 

For the Week of November 9, 2020 

 

MON  Nov 9   7:00 AM John & Louise Preuschl †  

TUE  Nov 10          * 9:15 AM Healing for Greg Payne   

WED  Nov 11    7:00 AM All Fallen Away Catholics   

THU  Nov 12    7:00 AM Michael Long †  

                           **   7:00 PM   

FRI  Nov 13    7:00 AM James Neisen †  

SAT  Nov 14   4:30 PM Stan Huber  

SUN  Nov 15    8:00 AM Dorothy Easter †   

                              10:00 AM    Bob Kuhl †  

                          ** 12:00 PM    Pro Populo 

        

* School Mass    ** Spanish Mass 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you have a desire to remember someone who has  

passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,  

Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday 

Masses and on the weekends.  You are welcome to stop  

by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention  

during normal office hours.  

Readings for the week of November 8, 2020 

Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [2b]/1 Thes 4:13-18 

or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13 

Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [5]/1 Cor 3:9c-

11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 

Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29 

[39a]/Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6 [1]/Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [5a]/Lk 17:20-25 

Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18 [1b]/Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8 

Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 

1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 

 

Las lecturas de la semana del 8 de noviembre de 2020 

Domingo: Sab 6, 12-16/Sal 63, 2. 3-4. 5-6. 7-8 [2]/1 Tes 4, 13-

18 o 4, 13-14/Mt 25, 1-13 

Lunes: Ez 47, 1-2. 8-9. 12/Sal 46, 2-3. 5-6. 8-9 [5]/1 Cor 3, 9-

11. 16-17/Jn 2, 13-22 

Martes: Tit 2, 1-8. 11-14/Sal 37, 3-4. 18 y 23. 27 y 29 [39]/Lc 

17, 7-10 

Miércoles: Tit 3, 1-7/Sal 23, 1-3. 3-4. 5. 6 [1]/Lc 17, 11-19 

Jueves: Flm 7-20/Sal 146, 7. 8-9. 9-10 [5]/Lc 17, 20-25 

Viernes: 2 Jn 4-9/Sal 119, 1. 2. 10. 11. 17. 18 [1]/Lc 17, 26-37 

Sábado: 3 Jn 5-8/Sal 112, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/Lc 18, 1-8 

Domingo siguiente: Prov 31, 10-13. 19-20. 30-31/Sal 128, 1-2. 

3. 4-5 [cfr. 1]/1 Tes 5, 1-6/ 

Mt 25, 14-30 o 25, 14-15. 19-21 
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What were you doing Tuesday night? I am guessing 

either closely watching the election results, praying 

hard for your candidate, or watching anything else on 

television to avoid the anxiety. 

 

Today, a few days after the election, life has settled 

back into some sense of normalcy If you can call life in 

the middle of a pandemic, normal? To say we have all 

had a hard year is putting it mildly. I have actually told 

my children recently that they will share with their 

grandchildren what life was like when they had to par-

ticipate in high school remotely because of a virus that 

took over the U.S. 

 

We have all experienced significant cultural moments 

that we will never forget. The death of JFK. The Space 

Shuttle Columbia explosion. The bombing of the Twin 

Towers on 9/11. These moments define a generation 

and help us realize that in spite of all of these experi-

ences; we can either lose our faith or turn closer to it. 

Do you remember how many people were turning to 

their faith after the 9/11 bombing?  Regardless of your 

political view, the outcome of this election should and 

could be a cultural moment for us all to turn to our 

faith, and embrace it even more. 

 

Some people have said this is the most important elec-

tion of their lives, perhaps this is their significant cultural 

moment. Regardless of your personal opinion, we can 

all use this opportunity to live out a great Scripture pas-

sage a little bit more… 

 

 “Do unto others as you would have  

them do unto you.”   Luke 6:31 

 

Let us all pray for our country, and each other, after 

this very contentious election! 

 

- Mark  (youthminister@stfrancis-church.org) 

 School  News  

 Fai th  Format ion  

MusicNotes 

 

DIGITAL WORSHIP AIDS. I am pleased to be able to pro-

vide digital worship aids for use at weekend liturgies. 

These worship aids are designed to be used on mobile 

devices like phones or tablets. These worship aids will 

contain the order of service, the readings, prayers, and 

the songs we'll be using at liturgy. I hope that these will 

help to facilitate more active engagement and partici-

pation at liturgy. The links for the worship aid will be sent 

out through our parish email and on our parish Face-

book page (@stfrancisrochmn).  

 

Additionally, placards with QR codes can be found in 

the gathering space. Depending on your phone (this 

won't work if you phone is very old), generally all you 

need to do is scan the QR code with your camera app, 

just like you were taking a picture. Once the camera 

recognizes the QR code, a link to the worship aid 

should pop up. 

 

READERS, MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY, AND EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTERS NEEDED!  If you are interested in serving at 

our parish liturgies, please contact Zack Stachowski for 

information about training and scheduling.  

 

- Zack  (litfranc@stfrancis-church.org) 

Mu s i c  a n d  L i t u r g y  

��Operation One More collection 

begins on Monday, November 9th. 

School students, staff and families 

are invited to partner with Church 

of the Resurrection and donate 

nonperishable food items to pro-

vide Christmas meals for the Back-

pack program. Items may be 

brought to school through December 4th. 

 

��Tour the NEST at St. Francis (preschool tours for 2021-

2022) on Monday, November 9th and Thursday, No-

vember 12th from 5 - 7 PM. Please visit the RCS web-

site (www.rcsmn.org) to sign up for a time slot. 

 

��Our weekly school Mass will be celebrated on Tues-

day, November 10th at 9:15 am. 

 

FALL FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR 

All classes meet from 6PM - 7:30PM 

  

 Wed, October 21    Wed, November 18 

 Wed, October 28             Wed, December 2 

 Wed, November 4         Wed,  December 9 

 Wed, November 11      Wed, December 16 

 

Classes for Grade 3, 4 and 5 will meet in the School 

with drop-off at the Marian entrance.  Classes for 

Grade 6, 7 and 8 will meet in the basement of the  

Parish Center with drop-off and pick-up by the Parish 

Center library door. 

 

The calendar for the second half of the 2020-21 Year 

will be available in December. 



 

 

 

 

We take stewardship of the par-

ish finances entrusted to us ex-

tremely seriously, and we are 

dedicated to transparency and 

accountability. To that end, our 

finances are reviewed at least 

quarterly by the Finance Com-

mittee.  The coronavirus has al-

tered our lives considerably.  

We have been adapting and 

adjusting as quickly as possible 

to those challenges. These re-

ports illustrate our parish’s finan-

cial condition for the Fiscal Year End June 30, 2020, 

our 2020-2021 Fiscal Year Budget, the month of Octo-

ber as well as Year-to-Date Actuals. 

 

Last July, a letter was sent out to the parish - asking 

those that are able - to consider making an additional 

gift to the church.  People responded very generously, 

and we were able to make up some of our losses from 

March and April.  We continue to encourage parish-

ioners to sign up for our ACH or online giving programs 

to support our monthly budget.  In August, we made 

the difficult decision to cancel our Fall Festival fund-

raiser which brings in $30-$40,000 in annual income.  

Next weekend, members of the Finance Committee 

will make an appeal at all the Masses to help offset 

the loss of our parish Fall Festival income this year. 

 

Given the suspension of Masses at St. Francis for a 

number of months of the fiscal year, parish giving end-

ed the year 10% below budget.  We sought to reduce 

expenses by not immediately filling our vacant music 

director and faith formation positions � - a savings of 

31% and 24% respectively.  Many of the parishes in the 

diocese, including ours, were able to receive grants 

under the Payroll Protection Program to have access 

to funds to continue payroll to the parish staff when 

giving was down while in-person Mass attendance 

was suspended.   

 

Our budget for 2020-21 has an approximate decrease 

in budgeted income of 10% from last year.  There is an 

approximate increase in budgeted expenses of 10% 

from last year - in large part due to fixed increases in 

expenses like health insurance (30% increase) and our 

diocesan assessment (20% increase).  In 2020, we re-

ceived a large Memorial gift � - and the balance of 

that gift may be used to cover any budget shortfall �.  

We plan to evaluate the budget periodically and 

make adjustments with economic conditions.   

 

We are truly a wonderful parish!  We look forward to 

the future - spreading the love, care and gospel of 

Jesus Christ - to our greater surrounding community. 

Thanks be to God!  

YEAR END REPORT (July 2019 - June 2020) and  

2021 BUDGET (July 2020 - June 2021) 

 

INCOME 

LAST YR 

ACTUAL 

LAST YR 

BUDGET 

THIS YR 

BUDGET 

GENERAL GIVING 713,567 796,500 783,500 

BUILDING/GROUNDS 15,132 15,000 15,000 

LITURGY/WORSHIP 3775 5000 5000 

FAITH FORMATION 2913 4000 4000 

MEMORIAL/BEQUEST  132,874 �   55,000 25,000 

Total INCOME 866,261 875,500 832,500 � 

        

EXPENSE 

LAST YR 

ACTUAL 

LAST YR 

BUDGET 

THIS YR 

BUDGET 

ADMINISTRATIVE 616,530 599,100 601,600  

BUILDING/GROUNDS 150,739 146,800 146,400 

LITURGY/WORSHIP 42,121 � 61,200 87,400 

FAITH FORMATION 47,344 � 60,000 55,200 

PASTORAL  8933 8000 7000 

Total EXPENSE 865,667 875,100 897,600 � 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  St. Francis is able to accept stock  

donations and Required Minimum Distributions (RMD's) 

from IRA's as contributions.  RMD's reduce the amount of 

taxable income from your IRA.   

 

 

DIRECT BANK GIVING. (Checking/Saving) Sign up is availa-

ble any time. Credit card giving is also available.  Please 

contact Debbie at the Parish Center Office  (288-7313). 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING. If you are interested in an online giving 

option, please check out our website or contact Debbie 

at the Parish Center Office (288-7313).  Thank you for your 

support of the Church of St Francis of Assisi! 
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IS PEACE POSSIBLE IN OUR TIMES? 

 

It seems that peace is not possible in our days.  If we listen to the 

news, it doesn’t take long to see that peace eludes people in 

many places in the world.  People are attacked in churches, dis-

eases affect millions, many suffer for lack of proper housing, food 

and clothing.  These are just a few of the realities that can take 

away our peace.  Yet closer to home, our peace can be dashed 

by bad news about our health, the sickness or death of a loved 

one, a child who has gone astray, a broken relationship, or a bad 

financial situation.     

 

Yet Jesus promised that he would give us HIS peace, “Peace I 

leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I 

give to you.  Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 

afraid” (Jn 14:27).  At every Mass, before the sign of peace the 

priest says; “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.”  

These are Jesus’ words to each one of us.  If Jesus promised us 

peace, then it must be possible for us to have peace. 

 

Let’s look at what kind of peace Jesus was talking about.   Jesus is 

not talking about worldly peace which is often achieved through 

violence and is always unstable, but a spiritual serenity that com-

forts us regardless of our outward circumstances.   

 

The word “peace” or “harmony” is used 92 times in the New Testa-

ment.  Peace is one of the great blessings Jesus gave to the world 

in the reference above from John 14.  Peace is rooted in our recon-

ciliation with God as seen in Romans 5:1; “Therefore, since we are 

justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”  The peace Jesus gives is an inward peace as in Romans 

15:13; “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in be-

lieving, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 

hope.”   The peace of Christ can also heal divisions as seen in 

Ephesians 2; 14; “For He is our peace, who has made us both one, 

and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility.”     

         

In the end, Christ Jesus is the source of our peace.  Cultivating a 

friendship with him is the path to peace.  No matter what happens, 

God is in control and has permitted whatever will happen. So, as St 

Paul says, “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts to which 

indeed you were called in the one body.” 

 

Peace, 

 

Deacon Terry 

   

  A  NO T E FR O M T HE DEA C ON   

 

PRAYER AFTER AN ELECTION 

 

God of all nations,  

Father of the human family,  

we give you thanks for the  

freedom we exercise  

and the many blessings of  

democracy we enjoy in these  

United States of America.  

We ask for your protection  

and guidance for all who devote  

themselves to the common good, 

working for justice and peace at home 

and around the world. 

We lift up all our duly elected leaders 

and public servants,  

those who will serve us as president,  

as legislators and judges, 

those in the military and  

law enforcement. 

Heal us from our differences  

and unite us, O Lord, 

with a common purpose, dedication, 

and commitment to achieve liberty  

and justice in the years ahead for all 

people, and especially those who are 

most vulnerable in our midst. Amen. 

 

ORACIÓN DESPUÉS DE UN DÍA  

DE ELECCIONES 

 

Dios de todas las naciones,  

Padre de la familia humana,  

te damos gracias por la libertad que 

ejercemos y las muchas bendiciones de 

la democracia que gozamos  

en estos Estados Unidos de América. 

Pedimos tu protección y orientación  

para todos los que se dedican al bien 

común, trabajando por la justicia y la 

paz aquí y en todo el mundo. 

Elevamos a todos nuestros líderes y servi-

dores públicos debidamente elegidos,  

a aquellos que nos servirán como presi-

dente, como legisladores y jueces,  

a los miembros de las fuerzas armadas y 

las fuerzas del orden. 

Cúranos de nuestras diferencias y úne-

nos, oh Señor, con un propósito, dedi-

cación y compromiso comunes  

de lograr la libertad y la justicia  

en los años venideros para todas las per-

sonas, y especialmente los más vulnera-

bles entre nosotros. Amén. 

 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-

devotions/prayers/prayer-after-an-election 



  

  T h e  G re a te r  Cat ho l i c  Co m mu ni ty  

JOB OPENING.  The Diocese of Winona-Rochester is 

currently accepting applications for a FT Employee 

Benefits Coordinator for the Diocese. The position han-

dles day-to-day administration of employee benefits 

and acts as the key relationship contact with all ad-

ministrative contacts throughout the diocese. Appli-

cants should have an Associate Degree in human re-

sources, accounting, administration or equivalent ex-

perience and a minimum of 1-3 years of experience in 

an employee benefits administration and/or 

bookkeeping role.  Applicant typically possesses a 

combination of strong computer, interpersonal, atten-

tion to detail and multi-tasking skills and with a desire 

to work in a faith-based (Roman Catholic) organiza-

tion. The Diocese of Winona-Rochester offers a com-

petitive salary and benefits package.  Please send re-

sume, cover letter, references and salary requirements 

by Nov 9, 2020 to: Office of Human Resources, Diocese 

of Winona-Rochester, 55 W. Sanborn Street Winona, 

MN 55987 or e-mail to: hr@dow.org  

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF SOUTHERN MN. Are you a per-

son who is interested in the issues of peace and justice 

that the Catholic Church promotes and challenges us 

to live? The Diocesan Social Concerns Committee has 

a monthly email newsletter that can keep you up to 

date on all these things happening in the Diocese and 

other opportunities to learn and grow in our practice 

of service to others. To subscribe, contact Isaac Land-

steiner at: ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org  

 

RCS SCRIP OFFICE.  Everyone knows gift cards make a 

great holiday gift.  But, did you know you can do all of 

your gift card shopping in one place?  Pre-order pur-

chases are strongly encouraged by Monday morning 

10AM and available for pick up on Wednesday at 

11:30AM.  Place orders online at ShopWithScrip.com; 

by email at tgoodrich@rcsmn.org; or by phone mes-

sage at 507-280-0349. Walk-in sales accepted Monday 

- Thursday 9AM-1PM at Lourdes High School in the Ath-

letic Wing.  

 

YOUNG ADULTS.  Looking for a community of 18-35 yr. 

olds in Rochester?  Check out Rochester Area Young 

Adult events at RochesterCatholicMN.org for upcom-

ing social, prayer, and small group opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

A warm WELCOME is extended to all who come to the  

Church of St. Francis of Assisi!  We are grateful to our 

faithful parishioners & welcome our neighbors & 

guests who are visiting us. We want you to know that 

you are always welcome here!  

MEMBERS OF THE WEDDING: 

SCOTT HAHN REFLECTS ON THE 

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

 

According to marriage customs 

of Jesus’ day, a bride was first 

“betrothed” to her husband but 

continued for a time to live with 

her family. Then, at the appoint-

ed hour, some months later, the 

groom would come to claim her, leading her family 

and bridal party to the wedding feast that would cele-

brate and inaugurate their new life together. 

 

This is the background to the parable of the last judg-

ment we hear in today’s Gospel.  In the parable’s sym-

bolism, Jesus is the Bridegroom (see Mark 2:19). In this, 

He fulfills God’s ancient promise to join himself forever 

to His chosen people as a husband cleaves to his 

bride (see Hosea 2:16–20). The virgins of the bridal par-

ty represent us, the members of the Church. 

 

We were “betrothed” to Jesus in Baptism (see 2 Corin-

thians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25–27) and are called to lives 

of holiness and devotion until He comes again to lead 

us to the heavenly wedding feast at the end of time 

(see Revelation 19:7–9; 21:1–4). 

 

As St. Paul warns in today’s Epistle, Jesus is coming 

again, though we know not the day nor the hour. 

We need to keep vigil throughout the dark night of this 

time in which our Bridegroom seems long delayed. We 

need to keep our souls’ lamps filled with the oil of per-

severance and desire for God–virtues that are extolled 

in today’s First Reading and Psalm. 

 

We are to seek Him in love, meditating upon His kind-

ness, calling upon His name, striving to be ever more 

worthy of Him, to be found without spot or blemish 

when He comes.  If we do this, we will be counted as 

wise and the oil for our lamps will not run dry (see 1 

Kings 17:16). We will perceive the Bridegroom, the Wis-

dom of God (see Proverbs 8:22–31, 35; 9:1–5), has-

tening toward us, beckoning us to the table He has 

prepared, the rich banquet that will satisfy our souls. 
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We pray for the repose of the soul of: 

 

 

Irene McNea 

(d. November 3, 2020 -  Mother of Fr Mark McNea)  

Funeral planning is pending 

�

������

May she rest in God’s love and peace. 
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