
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

 

 

Church of  

St Francis of Assisi 

1114 Third Street SE 

Rochester, MN 55904 

507.288.7313 

http://stfrancis-church.org 

 

Parish Center Hours: 

Mon-Thurs: 8:00AM - 3:30PM 

Friday: 9:00AM - 3:30PM 

 

Weekday Mass: 

Monday - Friday 7AM 

 

School Mass: 

Tuesday 9:15AM 

 

Weekend Mass:   

Saturday 4:30PM          

Sunday 8AM, 10AM 

 

In Spanish:  

Sunday 12PM 

       

Misa En Español:  

Domingo 12PM   

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jim Berning 

 

Parochial Vicar                

Rev. Luis Vargas 

 

 

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said,  

“If you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved with pity,  

he stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him,  

“I do will it. Be made clean.”  

- Mark 1:40-41 
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 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

PARISH ENDOWMENT.  This weekend, parishioners will 

speak to us about our Parish Endowment at all the 

Masses.  We thank everyone for their generosity that 

has helped this Endowment reach a current market 

value of $1,292,434.  The Endowment’s Annual Report 

is included in this bulletin.  The Endowment is designed 

to provide income to support our current budget and 

maintenance needs.  We are sincerely grateful to the 

Endowment Board Members who help with the over-

seeing and administering of this Fund.  

   

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA) 2021.  This weekend, we also kick-off 

the 2021 Catholic Ministries Appeal: “Share the Light of Hope!”  Our goal 

this year is $50,145.  The Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) provides operat-

ing support to help sustain and expand the mission and ministries in the 

107 parishes, 23 schools, Catholic Charities, programs and departments of 

the diocesan church.  As always, 100% of the monies reached over our 

goal will be returned to the parish for designated projects: 1) refinishing 

pews and woodwork, 2) upgrading our sound system/Wi-Fi capabilities in 

our church.  Let us reach our goal quickly, and exceed it, to help fund our 

own projects!  Please join me in being generous together in making our 

goal and going over to help with these much needed projects.  Let’s 

Share the Light of Hope together!  Thank you!  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY.  February 17th is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent 

2021.  We will have Masses at 7am and 5:15pm (English), 9:15am (School 

Only), and 7pm (Spanish).  The Distribution of Ashes during this time of pan-

demic will follow the European custom of distributing ashes by sprinkling 

on the head.  We will still use the words:  Remember you are dust and to 

dust you shall return.  Blessed Lent to all!   

 

May our Lent be a blessed and holy time for all and an experience of be-

ing spiritually renewed. It is a great adventure for us all, take it in. We pray 

for our Catechumens, soon to be the Elect, and Candidates as they jour-

ney with us in this season of purification and enlightenment.   

   

STATIONS OF THE CROSS.  Bilingual Stations of the Cross will be held at 6pm 

on Friday evenings.  All are welcome to attend!  We will provide a bilingual 

Digital Worship Aid to guide you through the Stations.  Thank you.    

 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST RECONCILIATION.  The Sacrament of First Reconcilia-

tion will take place on Saturday, February 20 at 10am for our children.  We 

pray for them and congratulate them as they receive the forgiveness and 

mercy of God into their lives for the very first time.  Thanks to their parents, 

catechists and all who have prepared them for this Sacrament.      

 

THANK YOU! MUCHAS GRACIAS!   Last week, we shared the story of Mr. 

Javier Cruz, a member of our parish currently hospitalized with COVID. We 

have been told Mr. Cruz is getting weaker but is still on life-support.  Thank 

you so much for your generous response of $8,168 which will help his family 

honor his wishes. 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone!    

 

FR JIM BERNING 

 

 

 

  

  Welcome 

Parish Center Office                       

(507) 288-7313 

Pastor (x 202)                              

Rev. Jim Berning 

Parochial Vicar (x 203)               

Rev. Luis Vargas 

Parish Administrator (x 204)            

Sarah Kinsman           

Office Manager (x 201)                 

Michelle Ibarra    

Financial Secretary (x 205)          

Debbie Worden 

Director of Music/Liturgy (x 301)         

Zack Stachowski 

Faith Formation (x 207)       

Mark Nuehring  

St. Francis of Assisi School             

(507) 288-4816 

Principal                                             

Barb Plenge 

Trustees                     

Bruce Anderson                                          

Rosemary Bengal        

Knights of Columbus                            

Dale Frank 

Calvary Cemetery                

Steve Flynn, Director                                                 

(507) 273-0140 

Catholic Charities                          

(507) 287-2047 

  

  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

LA CUARESMA COMIENZA EL MIÉR-

COLES DE CENIZA CONVERTÍOS Y 

CREED EL EVANGELIO 

 

Este próximo miércoles ya tenes-

mos la celebración del miércoles 

de ceniza e inicio de la cuares-

ma.  

 

La fecha del Miércoles de ceniza 

es el 17 de febrero de 2021. Para los católicos es un 

día de ayuno, abstinencia, oración y confesión. En las 

iglesias durante la misa se realiza la tradicional imposi-

ción de ceniza a los fieles. Marca el inicio de la 

“cuaresma” (40 días de preparación para la Pascua), 

que comienza el miércoles de ceniza y termina en la 

tarde de Jueves Santo. 

 

Las cenizas se elaboran a partir de la quema de pal-

mas del Domingo de Ramos del año anterior, siendo 

luego bendecidas. Al termino de la homilía las cenizas 

son colocadas sobre la frente de los fieles, haciendo 

la señal de la cruz. Mientras  se recibe la bendición de 

la ceniza el sacerdote pronuncia las palabras 

“recuerda que polvo eres y en polvo te has de con-

vertir” en referencia a la fragilidad y mortalidad de las 

personas. La ceniza representa también la destrucción 

de los errores cometidos anteriormente, al ser estos 

quemados.  

 

El ayuno es el mayor sacrificio de este día, consiste en 

hacer una sola comida “fuerte’ al día. Es algo que se 

realiza durante el Miércoles de Ceniza y también el 

Viernes Santo. 

 

La abstinencia es otra antigua costumbre de los cris-

tianos, que consiste en la prohibición de comer carne. 

Se debe cumplir el Miércoles de Ceniza, todos los vier-

nes de Cuaresma y también el Viernes Santo.  

 

La palabra ceniza viene del latín cinis, siendo el pro-

ducto resultante de la combustión del fuego. Este resi-

duo frio y pulverulento pronto adquirió un sentido sim-

bólico de muerte y caducidad, así como humildad y 

penitencia. La ceniza simboliza la muerte, la concien-

cia de la nada y de la vanidad de las cosas. Los cris-

tianos les recuerda que esta vida es tan solo una pre-

paración, siendo el verdadero destino legar a Dios en 

la vida eterna.  

 

 

  

  Th is  Week’s  In tent ions  and Readings 

For the Week of February 15,  2021 

 

MON  Feb 15  7:00 AM In Reparation for Our Sins  

TUE  Feb 16  7:00 AM Ben Montes †  

WED  Feb 17 7:00 AM Archie Winkler †  

                              * 9:15 AM      Bunnie Powers †   

                                 5:15 PM      Virginia Smith †  

                            **  7:00 PM      Prayers for the Cruz Family 

THU  Feb 18 7:00 AM Brian Neisen †   

                            **  7:00 PM Chelsy Lara (Birthday) 

FRI  Feb 19               7:00 AM Dennis Fohrman †  

SAT  Feb 20  4:30 PM Jerry Goodman †  

SUN  Feb 21  8:00 AM Anniversary of Ordination of 

Eugene Brown 

                              10:00 AM For the Parish 

                          ** 12:00 PM    Christian Morales (Birthday)   

        

*  School Mass    **  Spanish Mass 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you have a desire to remember someone who has  

passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,  

Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday 

Masses and on the weekends.  You are welcome to stop  

by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention  

during normal office hours.  

 

Readings for the week of February 14, 2021 

Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31—

11:1/Mk 1:40-45 Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 

16bc-17, 20-21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13 Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-

5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10 [11b]/Mk 8:14-

21 Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 

17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/ Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 Thursday: Dt 

30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25 Friday: 

Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15 Satur-

day: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32 Next 

Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/

Mk 1:12-15  

 

Las lecturas de la semana del 14 de Febrero de 2021 

Domingo: Lv 13, 1-2. 44-46/Sal 31, 1-2. 5. 11 [7]/1 Cor 10, 

31—11, 1/Mc 1, 40-45 Lunes: Gn 4, 1-15. 25/Sal 49, 1 y 8. 

16-17. 20-21 [14]/Mc 8, 11-13 Martes: Gn 6, 5-8; 7, 1-5. 

10/Sal 28, 1 y 2. 3-4. 3 y 9-10 [11]/Mc 8, 14-21 Miércoles: 

Jl 2, 12-18/Sal 50, 3-4. 5-6. 12-13. 14 y 17 [cfr. 3]/2 Cor 5, 

20—6, 2/Mt 6, 1-6. 16-18 Jueves: Dt 30, 15-20/Sal 1, 1-2. 3. 

4 y 6 [Sal 40, 5]/Lc 9, 22-25 Viernes: Is 58, 1-9/Sal 50, 3-4. 5

-6. 18-19 [19]/Mt 9, 14-15 Sábado: Is 58, 9-14/Sal 85, 1-2. 

3-4. 5-6 [11]/Lc 5, 27-32 Domingo siguiente: Gn 9, 8-15/

Sal 24, 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 [cfr. 10]/1 Pe 3, 18-22/Mc 1, 12-15  
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The third leg of Lent is almsgiving. Most of us are very 

familiar with picking up a “Rice Bowl” box at the be-

ginning of Lent and placing spare change in the box 

throughout Lent to help reduce hunger and poverty in 

third world countries. But, what you may not know is 

that 25% of what the Diocese of Winona-Rochester 

raises stays in our diocese. 

 

This reminds me of the great Scripture passage from 

the Gospel of Matthew when Jesus said, “The poor 

you will always have with you.” But, did you know that 

Jesus was quoting a piece of Scripture from Deuteron-

omy, “There will always be poor people in the land. 

Therefore, I command you to be openhanded toward 

your fellow Israelites; Who are poor and needy in your 

land.”  15:11 

 

Openhanded can be translated as being generous. 

We are ALL called during Lent to be generous givers to 

those who have less. We are called to share our boun-

ty!  I want to give my faith formation students a “real 

life” experience with this idea.  On Wednesday, March 

24

th

 the students will create goodie bags for homeless 

people in and around the city of Rochester.  These 

goodie bags will include:  protein bar, hand lotion, 

wash cloth/hotel size bar of soap,  candy bar, socks, 

toothbrush/small toothpaste, bottle of water , gloves, 

peanut butter crackers and a hand written note from 

them.  Do you have any of these items in your house 

that you could donate?   

 

The students will then pass out their “goodie bag” the 

next time they see a person holding a sign asking for 

assistance. This is a practical way for students to expe-

rience almsgiving in a very tangible way. Will you 

please help me? 

 

- Mark  (youthminister@stfrancis-church.org) 

 School  News 

 Fai th  Format ion 

MusicNotes 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED!  We are in need of pa-

rishioners to serve as Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, and 

Ministers of Hospitality. We will train you. The scheduling 

system allows you much control over how much you 

are scheduled and when. Please email Zack 

Stachowski at litfranc@stfrancis-church.org for more 

info! 

 

CANTORS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS!  The Music Ministry is 

looking for more people to serve as cantors and instru-

mentalists at Mass. If you have experience, or would 

like to learn, please contact Zack at litfranc@stfrancis-

church.org for more info. 

 

UPCOMING LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE  (This arti-

cle was due prior to the publication of the new sched-

ule. Please check your email, the Ministry Scheduler 

Pro online portal, or email Zack Stachowski for the new 

schedule.) 

 

- Zack  (litfranc@stfrancis-church.org) 

M u s i c  a n d  L i t u r g y  

 

��Happy Valentine's Day!  

 

��There is No School on Monday, 

February 15th in observance of 

Presidents' Day. The staff will be 

doing service and spending time 

on retreat. 

 

��Mass will be celebrated on Ash Wednesday, Febru-

ary 17th at 9:15 am. Ashes will be sprinkled in all the 

classrooms following mass. 

 

��Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Friday at 1:30 

pm in the church. This opportunity is closed to the 

public. 

 

SPRING FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR 

 

All classes meet from 6PM-7:30PM in the Parish Center. 

We are using the Library entrance. 

 

 Wed, February 17  Wed, February 24  

 Wed, March 3    Wed,  March 10 

 Wed, March 17   Wed, March 24 

 

First Communion classes meet on Sunday morning 

from 10:55AM – 11:55AM in the Saint Clare Room. 

 

Confirmation classes for 9th and 10th graders are on 

Sunday nights from 6:30PM – 8PM at Saint James Cof-

feehouse. This Sunday, Year 2 Confirmation students 

start back on an every other week rotation with Year 1. 



  Par i sh  Notes 

   

  Cathol ic  Min is t r ies  Appeal  

 

 

Share the Light of Hope. As Catholics, we are blessed 

to be strengthened and united by Christ in the Eucha-

rist and sent forth to bring the peace and joy of our 

Triune God to all those we encounter. As individual 

members of the Body of Christ, we all possess different 

gifts and talents for furthering the ministry of Christ and 

His Church. During this year, may we all strive to Share 

the Light of Hope throughout the Catholic community, 

using our personal gifts of time, talent, and treasure.  

 

Gracious and Loving Triune God, we thank you for the 

many blessings you have bestowed upon us. You call 

us to be stewards, receiving your gifts gratefully, culti-

vating them responsibly, sharing them lovingly in jus-

tice with others, and returning them with increase to 

You. Help us to remember our vital role in stewardship 

as we plan to Share the Light of Hope through the 

2021 Catholic Ministries Appeal. With grateful hearts, 

we pray our service may bear witness to Your love in 

our lives. Amen.  

ONLINE LENT RESOURCES. During Lent, 

we need to spend time in prayer! You 

could pray the Rosary (or part of the 

Rosary) everyday, read the daily 

readings for Mass, go to Mass more 

often, find a good spiritual book to 

read - the list goes on. Need a place 

to start? Check out the 1% Challenge. 

http://www.johnpaul2center.org/OnePercentChallenge  

It's simple and easy to do!  

 

Another great Lenten series is Living Lent Daily!  This e-

mail series from Loyola Press for Lent 2021 is filled with 

lessons of hope and courage. Inspired by the new 

book, I Am with You: Lessons of Hope and Courage in 

Times of Crisis by Cardinal Timothy Dolan, these daily 

reflections will encourage us in confusing and turbu-

lent times. https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-

resources/liturgical-year/lent/living-lent-daily/ 

 

ROCHESTER ROSARY RALLIES.  Please join us as we con-

tinue to publicly pray for our country on all the upco-

ming Sundays through the last Sunday in February 

(February 14, 21, & 28).  All rallies will held near the Ro-

chester Government Center at the corner of 4th Street 

SE and 3rd Avenue SE at 3pm, the Divine Mercy Hour, 

lasting about 35 minutes.  We encourage all to step 

out in faith to publicly pray for our state and country. If 

you are unable to join us physically, please consider 

joining us spiritually by praying a Holy Rosary and Divi-

ne Mercy Chaplet from wherever you are.  May our 

united prayers through Mary find the heart of Jesus. For 

more information, contact Janela (507-282-6090) or 

daveandjanela@gmail.com or Mary (507-287-6481) or 

mamiot@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

INVOCATION OF PEACE.  God of Love, you created us 

and you call us to live as brothers and sisters. Give us 

the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable 

us to see everyone who crosses our path as our broth-

er or sister.  Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens 

who entreat us to turn our 

weapons of war into imple-

ments of peace, our trepida-

tion into confident trust, and 

our quarreling into forgiveness. 

. . . Lord, defuse the violence of 

our tongues and our hands. 

Renew our hearts and minds, 

so that . . . our way of life will 

always be that of: Shalom, 

Peace, Salaam! Amen.  

 

- Pope Francis 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17.  

OUR MASS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:   

 

��7AM  (English)     

��9:15AM  (School Only)   

��5:15PM  (English)     

��7PM  (Spanish) 

 

All Catholics 18-59 are required to FAST on Ash Wednesday  

and Good Friday.  Catholics 14 and older are also required to  

abstain from meat on those days, and on Lenten Fridays.   

A person fasting “is permitted to eat one full meal, as  

well as two smaller meals that together are  

not equal to a full meal.”  



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE  

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CATHOLIC  CHURCH  

ENDOWMENT FUND INC. 

 

February | 2021 

 

Dear Fellow Parishioners: 

 

These past twelve months of 

the COVID-19 pandemic have 

been a challenge for our fam-

ilies and our parish. Public 

health concerns have caused 

us to change the way we wor-

ship, work and raise and educate our families. It has 

forced us to be resilient and to call on our reserves of 

faith and resources to move forward. We all pray that 

things continue to improve and eventually all of us can 

fully participate in our St. Francis of Assisi parish com-

munity. The purpose of this report is to update the pa-

rishioners regarding our Endowment fund. The Endow-

ment Fund has been an element of the resiliency 

needed by our parish.  

 

The Endowment Fund was established in 1986 with an 

initial parishioner gift and parishioners have continued 

to support the Fund over the past 34 years. With these 

gifts in mind, we are sending you the annual report of 

the St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Endowment 

Fund, Inc. 

 

The Endowment Fund is the result of the sacrifices 

made by current and past parishioners and benefits 

our parish now and in the future.  From the initial gift in 

1986, the Endowment Fund has grown to its current 

balance.  

 

The good word of the Gospel challenges us to invest 

our talents (skills, time, and resources) in a manner that 

will flourish for the benefit of God’s Kingdom. 

 

As you read this report, consider making an investment 

in your parish through a gift, either now or through your 

estate, to the Endowment Fund. It will be a gift that will 

benefit generations to come.  

 

ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCES 

 

The Endowment Fund is designed to provide income to 

support our current budget and maintenance needs 

and to grow over time to support future needs. The as-

sets are invested according to an investment policy 

that invests the funds in both stocks and fixed income 

securities. The Endowment Fund utilizes Christian Broth-

ers Investment Services to invest the fund in a manner 

consistent with our Catholic social teachings.  

 

The balance in recent years are as follows: 

     

�  12/31/2016:  $1,037,609  �  12/31/2017: $ 1,179,773 

�  12/31/2018:  $ 1,092,177  �  12/31/2019: $ 1,178,774 

�  12/31/2020:  $ 1,269,606 

 

GIFTS TO THE ENDOWMENT FUND 

 

Endowment funds are unique because contributions 

support the parish in perpetuity. The donor knows that 

their gift will be set aside to provide assistance to the 

parish for generations to come. The Endowment Fund 

has been blessed with funds from parishioners that 

have amounted to $778,000 over the life of the fund. 

These gifts have been both current gifts (you periodi-

cally receive a monthly envelope that may be used for 

this purpose) and gifts provided by parishioners in their 

will or trust.  During the past calendar year, the Endow-

ment Fund has received approximately $3,200 in gifts. 

Thank you all so very much.  

 

GIFTS TO THE PARISH 

 

The long-term benefit of the Fund is the financial re-

sources it can provide our parish. This support is repre-

sented by both annual budget resources and support 

to cover special projects or situations.   

  

The Fund will provide annual budget support of $44,000 

to the parish this current year.  In addition, the fund will 

provide extra support of $20,000 to deal with some of 

the financial stress related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Since the inception of the fund, support of $670,000 

has been made to the parish.  

 

WILL YOU CONSIDER MAKING AN INVESTMENT? 

 

The Fund is a valuable tool to assist our parish.  The En-

dowment Fund requests for support have been pur-

posely kept low key.  While you do receive envelopes 

for donations to the fund, we have not had any fund 

drives or specific campaigns.   

 

We are not asking for current gifts (although that is cer-

tainly appreciated). We are asking that you consider 

“planting a seed” by providing for a gift at a later 

date. Many options are available such as gifts of ap-

preciated stock, real estate, naming the Fund as a 

beneficiary of a retirement account or a bequest in 

your will or trust.  If you have any questions, please con-

tact any of the members of the Endowment Board.  

 

We are most grateful for the support you have provid-

ed to St. Francis of Assisi Parish as well as to the Endow-

ment Fund.  

 

Respectfully submitted by the  

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Endowment Fund 

Board of Directors,   

 

Fr. James Berning, Pastor 

Tim Lawler   Kevin Nigon   David Oeth   Barb Tieskoetter 



  

  The Greater  Cathol ic  Communi ty  

CHRIST THE KING FISH FRY  

FRIDAYS ARE BACK! 

 

Drive Up Service Only! This is a 

brand new format for Christ the 

King Fish Fry’s. Our volunteers 

are looking forward to cooking 

for you! They will be working 

quickly and safely to serve the same great food - drive-

up style!  Fish Fry Dates: Friday’s from February 19 thru  

March 26!  Time: 5PM - 7PM. 

 

Pre-order at www.ChristKingHolyFamily.org by Thursday 

11:59 PM - the day before.  In Person drive-through or-

dering (5PM to 6:45PM the day of).  Please pre-order 

online, in person or over the phone if you can!  You will 

be asked to choose a 15 minute time slot when pre-

ordering. 

 

Meal includes: Choice of baked fish (3 pieces) OR fried 

fish (2 pieces), coleslaw, green beans, potatoes, 

bread/butter, tartar sauce and dessert. Plastic serving 

utensils included with each order. Cost: $15 per meal 

(Exact change only/Checks accepted/Donations ac-

cepted). *Please Note: There will NOT be change avail-

able in the drive-up.  Christ the King, 202 Fourth St. NW 

Byron, MN 55901, (507)775-6455. 

 

 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE | February 

19-21. What does it mean to truly live your Catholic 

Faith as a man in every area of life? Virtual Catholic 

Conference is hosting an incredible and FREE online 

event for Catholic men across the nation to gather as 

one, pray, and grow together. Teaming up with MC, 

Chris Stefanick, and more than 30 Catholic presenters, 

we are going to be exploring what it means to live as a 

courageous Catholic man amidst the challenges of our 

current world.  For additional information, got to: 

https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/ncmc2021  

 

 

 

MADE CLEAN: SCOTT HAHN 

REFLECTS ON THE SIXTH  

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

In the Old Testament, leprosy 

is depicted as punishment for 

disobedience of God’s com-

mands (see Numbers 12:12–

15; 2 Kings 5:27; 15:5). 

 

Considered “unclean” - unfit 

to worship or live with the Isra-

elites, lepers are considered “stillborn,” the living dead 

(see Numbers 12:12). Indeed, the requirements im-

posed on lepers in today’s First Reading - rent gar-

ments, shaven head, covered beard - are signs of 

death, penance, and mourning (see Leviticus 

10:6; Ezekiel 24:17). 

 

So there’s more to the story in today’s Gospel than a 

miraculous healing. 

 

When Elisha, invoking God’s name, healed the leper, 

Naaman, it proved there was a prophet in Israel (see 2 

Kings 5:8). Today’s healing reveals Jesus as far more 

than a great prophet - He is God visiting His people 

(see Luke 7:16). 

 

Only God can cure leprosy and cleanse from sin (see 2 

Kings 5:7), and only God has the power to bring about 

what He wills (see Isaiah 55:11; Wisdom 12:18).  The 

Gospel scene has an almost sacramental quality 

about it. 

 

Jesus stretches out His hand - as God, by His out-

stretched arm, performed mighty deeds to save the 

Israelites (see Exodus 14:6; Acts 4:30). His ritual sign is 

accompanied by a divine word (“Be made clean”). 

And, like God’s word in creation (“Let there be”), Je-

sus’ word “does” what He commands (see Psalm 33:9). 

 

The same thing happens when we show ourselves to 

the priest in the sacrament of penance. On our knees 

like the leper, we confess our sins to the Lord, as we 

sing in today’s Psalm. And through the outstretched 

arm and divine word spoken by His priest, the Lord 

takes away the guilt of our sin. 

 

Like the leper we should rejoice in the Lord and spread 

the good news of His mercy. We should testify to our 

healing by living changed lives. As Paul says in today’s 

Epistle, we should do even the littlest things for the glo-

ry of God and that others may be saved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2021 The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, All rights reserved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A warm WELCOME is extended to all who come to the  

Church of St. Francis of Assisi!  We are grateful to our 

faithful parishioners & welcome our neighbors & guests 

who are visiting us. We want you to know that  

you are always  welcome here!  
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