
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

 

 

Church of  

St Francis of Assisi 

1114 Third Street SE 

Rochester, MN 55904 

507.288.7313 

http://stfrancis-church.org 

 

Parish Center Hours: 

Mon-Thurs: 8:00AM - 3:30PM 

Friday: 9:00AM - 3:30PM 

 

Weekday Mass: 

Monday - Friday 7AM 

 

School Mass: 

Tuesday 9:15AM 

 

Weekend Mass:   

Saturday 4:30PM          

Sunday 8AM, 10AM 

 

In Spanish:  

Sunday 12PM 

       

Misa En Español:  

Domingo 12PM   

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jim Berning 

 

Parochial Vicar                

Rev. Luis Vargas 

 

 

And to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here,  

and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.”  

His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,  

Zeal for your house will consume me. 

- John 2:16-17 
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 FROM THE DESK OF FATHER BERNING 

LAETARE SUNDAY.  Next Sunday, the 4th Sunday of 

Lent, is Laetare (Rejoice) Sunday and sets a tone of 

joyful anticipation of the Easter mystery, as does the 

permitted use of rose-colored vestments.   

 

SHARE THE LIGHT OF HOPE!  We are off to a great start!  

We are so grateful to the 49 parishioners that have 

already contributed $17,880 towards our 2021 goal of 

$50,145 (30%).  If you have yet to make a contribution, 

please prayerfully consider doing so.  It is not how 

much you contribute - participation is the key to reaching our goal.  As 

always, 100% of the monies reached over our goal will be returned to the 

parish for designated projects: 1) refinishing pews and woodwork, 2) up-

grading our sound system/Wi-Fi capabilities in our church.  Let us reach our 

goal quickly - and exceed it - to help fund our own projects!   

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS.  Bilingual Stations of the Cross will be held at 6pm 

on Friday evenings.  A link to the bilingual Digital Worship Aid is available 

on our website to guide you through the Stations.  All are welcome to at-

tend!  Thank you.    

 

CONFESSIONS.  Fr. Luis and I will be available for Confessions at 3:30pm on 

Saturdays during Lent in the Cry Room and old baptistery area.  We will 

also be available by appointment.  

 

PALM SUNDAY.  Blessed palms will be distributed this year!  Before distribu-

tion, palm will be blessed as usual at the beginning of Mass. The blessed 

palm will then be available to take with you at the conclusion of Mass. In 

order to ensure everyone's safety and maximize seating, reservations will 

be required to attend Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and East-

er Vigil/ Sunday Masses and services. The link to register is posted on our 

website or call the Parish Office: (507) 288-7313.     

 

SPRING AHEAD.  Please move your clocks ahead next Sunday! Daylight 

Saving Time begins again. Spring Ahead!  

 

A Blessed Lenten Season to all!    

 

FR JIM BERNING 
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  Par i sh  Contacts   

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 

 

2021 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL PRAYER.   

 

Heavenly Father, may we grow closer to 

Christ through our support of the 2021 Cath-

olic Ministries Appeal. We thank you, Lord, 

for your many blessings you have  

bestowed upon us. We cherish the gifts of 

time, talent and treasure that each member 

of our universal Church family makes to build 

up Christ’s Church in love. We ask you, Lord, 

to send us forth in this spirit of love to serve 

our communities and our world with open 

hearts. Amen.  



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

¿QUÉ ES EL SACRAMENTO DE LA 

CONFESIÓN O RECONCILACIÓN? 

 

El sacramento de la Reconcilia-

ción es uno de los aspectos más 

singulares y bellos de la Iglesia Ca-

tólica. Jesucristo, en Su abundante 

amor y misericordia, estableció el 

Sacramento de la Confesión, para 

que nosotros como pecadores 

tuviéramos la posibilidad de obte-

ner el perdón de nuestros pecados y reconciliarnos 

con Dios y la Iglesia. El sacramento “nos lava y limpia”, 

y nos renueva en Cristo. 

 

“Jesús les dijo nuevamente, ‘La paz sea con vosotros. 

Como el Padre me envió, también yo os envío.’ Dicho 

esto, sopló sobre ellos y les dijo: ‘Recibid el Espíritu San-

to, a quienes perdonéis los pecados, les quedan per-

donados; a quienes se los retengáis, les quedan reteni-

dos.’” (Juan 20:21-23). 

 

Aquí, el Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica explica el sa-

cramento de la Reconciliación, sus diversos nombres y 

las gracias que se desprenden de la Santa Cena: 

 

“Los que se acercan al sacramento de la peniten-

cia obtienen el perdón misericordioso de Dios por la 

ofensa cometida contra él, y son, al mismo tiempo, 

reconciliados con la Iglesia la cual han ofendido 

con sus pecados y la cual con caridad, con ejem-

plo, y con su oración labora para nuestra conver-

sión (CCC 1422). 

“Es llamado sacramento de conversión porque se 

realiza sacramentalmente la llamada de Jesús a la 

conversión, el primer paso para volver al Padre de 

quien se ha extraviado por el pecado. 

“Se le llama el sacramento de la Penitencia, ya que 

consagra un proceso personal y eclesial del cris-

tiano pecador a la conversión, la penitencia, y la 

satisfacción. 

 

“Se le llama el sacramento de la confesión porque 

la declaración o confesión de los pecados a un sa-

cerdote es un elemento esencial de este sacramen-

to. En un sentido profundo es también una 

'confesión' - el reconocimiento y la alabanza - de la 

santidad de Dios y de su misericordia hacia el hom-

bre pecador. 

“Se le llama sacramento del perdón, ya que por 

Dios el sacerdote concede absolución sacramental 

al penitente “el perdon y la paz". 

 

“Se le llama el sacramento de la Reconciliación, 

porque le otorga al pecador el amor de Dios quien 

reconcilia:“ Dejaos reconciliar con Dios. ”El que vive 

del amor misericordioso de Dios está listo para res-

ponder a la llamada del Señor:“ Id, ser el primero 

reconciliarte con tu hermano ”(CIC 1423). 

 

  

  Th is  Week’s  In tent ions  and Readings 

For the Week of March 8,  2021 

 

MON  Mar 8  7:00 AM Brian Neisen † 

TUE  Mar 9           *   9:15 AM Michael Duarte (Birthday)  

WED  Mar 10 7:00 AM Helen & Louis Sell  † 

THU  Mar 11   7:00 AM Shirley Leiferman†  

        **  7:00 PM Erika Cruz †  

FRI  Mar 12               7:00 AM John & Louise Preuschl †  

SAT  Mar 13   4:30 PM Jerry Goodman †  

SUN  Mar 14   8:00 AM Dennis Fohrman †   

                              10:00 AM For the Parish  

                          ** 12:00 PM    Prayers for Cruz Cortes Family 

        

*  School Mass    **  Spanish Mass 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you have a desire to remember someone who has  

passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,  

Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday 

Masses and on the weekends.  You are welcome to stop  

by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention  

during normal office hours.  

 

Readings for the week of March 7, 2021 

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 

6:68c]/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 

[8]/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 [cf 42:3]/Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [6a]/Mt 

18:21-35 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20]/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk 11:14-23 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and 17 [cf. 

11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos 6:6]/Lk 

18:9-14 

Next Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/

Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-

4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

 

Las lecturas de la semana del 7 de marzo de 2021 

Domingo: Ex 20, 1-17 o 20, 1-3. 7-8. 12-17/Sal 18, 8. 9. 10. 11 [Jn 

6, 68]/1 Cor 1, 22-25/Jn 2, 13-25 o Ex 17, 3-7/Sal 94, 1-2. 6-7. 8-9 

[8]/Rom 5, 1-2. 5-8/Jn 4, 5-42 o 4, 5-15. 19-26. 39. 40-42 

Lunes: 2 Re 5, 1-15/Sal 41, 2. 3; 43, 3. 4 [cfr. 42, 3]/Lc 4, 24-30 

Martes: Dn 3, 25. 34-43/Sal 24, 4-5. 6 y 7. 8-9 [6]/Mt 18, 21-35 

Miércoles: Dt 4, 1. 5-9/Sal 147, 12-13. 15-16. 19-20]/Mt 5, 17-19 

Jueves: Jr 7, 23-28/Sal 94, 1-2. 6-7. 8-9 [8]/Lc 11, 14-23 

Viernes: Os 14, 2-10/Sal 80, 6-8. 8-9. 10-11. 14 y 17 [cfr. 11 y 9]/

Mc 12, 28-34 

Sábado: Os 6, 1-6/Sal 50, 3-4. 18-19. 20-21 [cfr. Os 6, 6]/Lc 18, 9

-14 

Domingo siguiente: 2 Cr 36, 14-16. 19-23/Sal 136, 1-2. 3. 4-5. 6 

[6]/Ef 2, 4-10/Jn 3, 14-21 o 1 Sm 16, 1. 6-7. 10-13/Sal 22, 1-3. 3-4 

5. 6 [1]/Ef 5, 8-14/ Jn 9, 1-41 o 9, 1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38 
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A year or so ago, my wife brought home a sign from 

Hobby Lobby that said, “Many are grateful for less 

than what you have.”  This sign seems extremely rele-

vant as I ponder how much you donated last week-

end toward our “homeless goodie bags.” 

 

Our initial goal was to create 25 “goodie bags” for 

homeless or struggling people in Rochester … and, 

now I know we will meet that goal and exceed it. 

Please feel free to continue donating to this valuable 

service project.  There are so many agencies who 

would accept these “care” packages, including the 

Catholic Worker house, the Landing and the Warming 

Center to name a few.  Here is the list, again, of what 

we are looking for, if you are able to contribute:   

 

Gloves, peanut butter crackers, small hand sanitiz-

er, stocking caps, protein bars, wash cloth, hotel 

size soap, socks, candy bars, toothbrush, small 

toothpaste, small hand lotion, lip balm, bottled  

water.  

 

We will be accepting donations until Friday, March 

19th.  

 

If I could add anything to this list, it would be gently 

used blankets. Many of us have collected extra blan-

kets over the years.  I am reminded of the Scripture 

passage from Luke 3:11… “Whoever has two cloaks 

should share with the person who has none. And who-

ever has food should do likewise” 

 

This seems like a perfect way to live out one of the 

practices of Lent: Almsgiving.  Thank you! 

 

- Mark  (youthminister@stfrancis-church.org) 

 

 

 School  News 

 Fai th  Format ion 

MusicNotes 

 

It has been great these last few weeks seeing our Mass 

attendance begin to grow! It also makes me realize, 

arriving when I did to this parish, that there are still so 

many of you I have yet to meet. I have served in par-

ish music and liturgical ministry for the last 15 years, in 

Maryland and Michigan, prior to moving to the Twin 

Cities this past summer. If you wish, you can learn more 

about me at my website: www.zackstach.com 

 

As things slowly begin to return to “normal,” I am look-

ing forward to providing formation opportunities for 

our liturgical ministries and building our parish music 

program. If you are interested in serving in any of our 

liturgical or music ministries, please reach out. Even if 

you’re not ready just yet, do let me know of you inter-

est as it will help with formulating plans for the future.  

 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist. Please see an 

email from Zack, dated March 1, concerning updated 

procedures for the distribution of Holy Communion. 

 

Cantors and Instrumentalists! The music ministry is look-

ing for more people to serve as cantors and instrumen-

talists at Mass. If you have experience, or would like to 

learn, please contact Zack at litfranc@stfrancis-

church.org for more info.  Thank you. 

 

Upcoming Ministry Schedule: March 13-14 

 

- Zack  (litfranc@stfrancis-church.org) 

M u s i c  a n d  L i t u r g y  

 

��School Mass on Tuesday, March 

9th at 9:15 am with grades 6 and 8 

attending. 

 

��Stations of the Cross will be 

prayed on Friday, March 12th at 

1:30 pm with grades K, 2 and 3  

attending. 

 

��Friday, March 12th will be a non-uniform day.�

�

 

SPRING FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR 

 

All classes meet from 6PM-7:30PM in the Parish Center. 

We are using the Library entrance. 

 

 Wed, February 17   Wed, February 24   

 Wed, March 3         Wed,  March 10 

 Wed, March 17      Wed, March 24 

 

First Communion classes meet on Sunday morning 

from 10:55AM – 11:55AM in the Saint Clare Room. 

 

Confirmation classes for 9th and 10th graders are on 

Sunday nights from 6:30PM – 8PM at Saint James Cof-

feehouse. This Sunday, Year 2 Confirmation students 

start back on an every other week rotation with Year 1. 



  Par i sh  Notes 

   

  Cathol ic  Min is t r ies  Appeal  

 

Thanks to you, seventeen men are currently discern-

ing the vocation to the priesthood. More than 5,100 

children in our Catholic schools are being formed in 

lives of faith and virtue. Additionally, hundreds of 

students on our college campuses receive for-

mation as disciples of Christ, with the help of New-

man Centers and FOCUS missionaries. Please give 

generously to this year’s Catholic Ministries Appeal.  

RESOURCE ROOM REQUEST.  Due to 

pandemic shopping restrictions, the 

Resource Room committee members 

are only able to purchase one bottle 

of cleaning spray and one bottle of 

bleach each time they shop.  This limi-

tation is not due to lack of funds – this 

limitation is a store policy.  Since 

cleaning sprays and bottles of bleach are highly re-

quested items at the Resource Room, we are asking 

your assistance in acquiring these products.  Next time 

you shop, please pick up an extra bottle of all purpose 

cleaning spray and a bottle of bleach.  You can drop 

off both products in the Resource Room box located 

in the Gathering Space or the Parish Center office.  

Thank you for assisting us with this request and thank 

you for your past generosity. 

 

FAITH JUSTICE COMMITTEE.  As Catholics, we are called 

to stay informed about local, state, and federal issues. 

We need to advocate (contact our legislators) for poli-

cies that promote and uphold our Catholic Christian 

values.  The variety and breath of issues can be 

overwhelming, but there are ways to simplify this mis-

sion.  You can subscribe to the Minnesota Catholic 

Conference (www.mncatholic.org) to keep informed 

of issues and bills being proposed and debated by our 

state legislators.  At the federal level, you can follow 

the US Council of Catholic Bishops (www.usccb.org).   

                 

Another resource is the Joint Religious Legislative 

Coalition (JRCL).  JRCL is an interfaith advocacy group 

in Minnesota for social justice issues.  Their mission is 

“Guided by God’s vision of the common good as re-

flected in Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions, JRLC 

mobilizes religious communities to influence public po-

licy for social justice in Minnesota.”  The Minnesota 

Catholic Conference is a member of the JRCL.  Each 

year the JRCL chooses a legislative agenda that is the 

primary focus for the current legislative session.  This 

Year, some of the agenda include COVID 19 Relief – 

Housing Assistance Program, Drivers License Suspen-

sion/Fines, and Child Care Assistance.  The website 

(https://jrlc.org) provides information about this work 

and bill numbers to watch.  You can sign up for emails 

to receive legislative updates and action alerts. 

 

CRS RICE BOWLS.  We are motivated by the example 

of Jesus Christ to assist poor and suffering people in 93 

countries on the basis of need, without regard to race, 

religion or nationality. Through CRS Rice Bowl, we help 

change the lives of those in need around the world by 

our monetary donations. Please take a rice bowl with 

you after Mass, fill it with change or write a check, and 

return it to church by April 1.  

 

Ea s t e r  F l ow e r s  

 

If you would like to donate Easter flowers or  

decorations for our church, either as a gift or in 

memory of a loved one, please complete and  

return this form with your donation either in the  

collection or to the Parish Center. Thank you! 

 

 

Your Name:  ________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of/Memory of:  _____________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 



 

THIRD WEEK OF LENT:  

LOVING GOD FIRST 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He 

found in the temple area those 

who sold oxen, sheep, and 

doves, as well as the money 

changers seated there. He made 

a whip out of cords and drove 

them all out of the temple area...”  John 2: 13-15 

  

For this third week of Lent, the Scripture readings cen-

ter on the theme of God’s commandments and the 

sins of idolatry. In the first reading, the Israelites receive 

God’s ten commandments. In the Gospel from John, 

we hear the famous story of Jesus angrily removing 

the greedy merchants and money changers from the 

Temple.  

 

St. Augustine famously called all sin “disordered love.” 

In the words of St. Augustine, God’s commandments 

teach us to “set our loves in order” so that our lives re-

flect what Jesus, echoing the prophets, named as the 

sum of the commandments: to love God above all 

things, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself.  

 

Jesus’ actions in the Temple in today’s Gospel invite us 

to focus in on one “disordered love:” the love of mon-

ey over the love of God and neighbor. We all have 

heard the commandment “thou shall not steal,” as 

well as Jesus’ sayings in the Sermon on the Mount, 

“One cannot serve [as Master] both God and Mam-

mon,” and “Do not store up your treasures on earth…

but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” 

 

In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis discusses how the early 

Church developed an understanding of the social im-

plications of Jesus’ teachings on material goods: “In 

the first Christian centuries, a number of thinkers devel-

oped a universal vision in their reflections on the com-

mon destination of created goods. This led them to 

realize that if one person lacks what is necessary to 

live with dignity, it is because another person is detain-

ing it…In the words of Saint Gregory the Great, ‘When 

we provide the needy with their basic needs, we are 

giving them what belongs to them, not to us (119).’” 

 

Returned Maryknoll Lay Missioner Erica Olsen recog-

nized this foundational principle of the “universal desti-

nation of goods” at work among her community in El 

Salvador: “Leonardo, a subsistence farmer in Santo 

Domingo with a family of 10, made room for one more 

at his table one day when around midday he ran out 

to meet a traveling vendor passing by his home. He 

invited the vendor into his home for tortillas…Leonardo 

did not become anxious about what to serve his guest 

but … recognized the dignity of the “other” and his 

equal right to the fruits of God’s creation. In doing so, 

he was invited into God’s presence.” 

Looking at the world today, Pope Francis decries the 

excesses of our global system that allow for gross 

wealth for a few, excessive wealth for many in devel-

oped countries, and desperate and degrading pov-

erty for many others. These imbalances have been 

intensified by the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

Pope Francis writes in Fratelli Tutti, “Nowadays, a firm 

belief in the common destination of the earth’s goods 

requires that this principle also be applied to nations, 

their territories and their resources … [If] all people are 

my brothers and sisters, and if the world truly belongs 

to everyone, then it matters little whether my neighbor 

was born in my country or elsewhere. My own country 

also shares responsibility for his or her development, 

although it can fulfil that responsibility in a variety of 

ways.” 

 

Beginning with our own self-examination, we can work 

together to change our economic choices and sys-

tems to reflect the equal dignity of all persons as cre-

ated in God’s image. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: How is God calling you to 

“set your loves in order?”  How has God called you to 

share your resources with your neighbors more gener-

ously? 

 

PRAY. Pray with this excerpt of an Examination of Con-

science in light of the Beatitudes by Doris Donnelly, 

published by Pax Christi USA. “Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

Do I fear being poor, in spirit or otherwise, and prefer 

to be rich in money, brains, or influence? Is my desire 

for poverty of spirit congruent with my lifestyle?   

Do I use the word of God to rationalize my lifestyle, or 

am I willing to have God’s word criticize it?  

Do I cling to my own ideas, opinions and judgments, 

sometimes to the point of idolatry? Do I contribute 

my time, talent and money to the poor of the 

world?  

Do I make it my business to examine the causes of 

poverty in our world and work to eradicate unjust 

systems? 

 

FAST. Fast from buying “extras” this week and con-

sciously set aside the resources saved for those in 

need. 

 

ACT.  Many impoverished countries are crushed under 

the weight of previous debt owed to international fi-

nancial institutions while trying to manage the new 

crisis of COVID-19. Urge President Biden to prioritize 

further debt relief for struggling nations during the 

COVID-19 crisis: http://bit.ly/DebtRelief21MOGC 

https://maryknollogc.org/resources/lenten-reflection-guide-2021-

brothers-and-sisters-all 



  

  The Greater  Cathol ic  Communi ty  

CATHOLICS AT THE CAPITOL: APRIL 15.  On Mission for 

Life and Dignity!  There’s no time more important than 

now to speak up for life and dignity. Join Catholics 

from across Minnesota for this year’s Catholics at the 

Capitol, a special day of prayer, education, and advo-

cacy in St. Paul. Be formed in the faith, beginning the 

day with Mass at the Cathedral of St. Paul. Be informed 

on the issues, as we hear from inspiring speakers like 

international pro-life advocate Obianuju Ekeocha and 

Archbishop José Gomez, president of the USCCB and 

the archbishop of Los Angeles. Be sent on mission, join-

ing a Eucharistic procession from the Cathedral to the 

Capitol before sharing your Catholic convictions with 

your elected officials. The big day is April 15, but regis-

tration is already open. Visit catholicsatthecapitol.org 

to learn more and secure your spot!  

 

GARY VANSELOW SCHOLARSHIP.  The 16th Annual Gary 

Vanselow Memorial Fish Fry, scheduled for the spring of 

2021, will not be held due to Covid-19 precautions. Alt-

hough we will miss being together, we invite you to 

show your support by making a gift to the Vanselow 

Scholarships! The Vanselow Family Scholarship benefits 

students in preschool-grade 8, and the Gary Vanselow 

Memorial Scholarship helps students in grades 9-12. 

Show your support today! Visit rcsmn.org/makeagift 

and enter the name of the scholarship(s). Thank you for 

your support of Catholic education!  

 

ASSISI HEIGHTS JOB OPENINGS. Join our great staff in 

Rochester’s most unique facility. Assisi Heights is a pri-

vate residence, home to the Sisters of Saint Francis.  

 

1)  Temporary job to come in and sand and varnish 

woodwork - and there is a lot of it!   

 

2)  Gardening position that runs from May through Oct 

and involves planting and maintaining flower beds, 

weeding, likes to garden, and assists with lawn care.   

 

If interested, contact Michael Speltz at 507-282-7441 or  

michael.speltz@rochesterfranciscan.org 

 

SPIRITUAL SACRIFICE: SCOTT 

HAHN REFLECTS ON THE THIRD 

SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Jesus does not come to destroy 

the temple, but to fulfill it 

(see Matthew 5:17) - to reveal its 

true purpose in God’s saving 

plan.  He is the Lord the proph-

ets said would come - to purify 

the temple, banish the mer-

chants, and make it a house of prayer for all peoples 

(see Zechariah 14:21; Malachi 3:1–5; Isaiah 56:7). 

 

The God who made the heavens and the earth, who 

brought Israel out of slavery, does not dwell in sanctu-

aries made by human hands (see Acts 7:48; 2 Samuel 

7:5).  Nor does He need offerings of oxen, sheep, or 

doves (see Psalm 50:7–13). 

 

Notice in today’s First Reading that God did not origi-

nally command animal sacrifices - only that Israel 

heed His commandments (see Jeremiah 7:21–

23; Amos 5:25).  His law was a gift of divine wisdom, as 

we sing in today’s Psalm. It was a law of love 

(see Matthew 22:36–40), perfectly expressed in Christ’s 

self-offering on the Cross (see John 15:13).  This is the 

“sign” Jesus offers in the Gospel today - the sign that 

caused Jewish leaders to stumble, as Paul tells us in the 

Epistle.  

 

Jesus’ body - destroyed on the Cross and raised up 

three days later - is the new and true sanctuary. From 

the temple of His body, rivers of living water flow, the 

Spirit of grace that makes each of us a temple (see 1 

Corinthians 3:16) and together builds us into a dwelling 

place of God (see Ephesians 2:22). 

 

In the Eucharist we participate in His offering of His 

body and blood. This is the worship in Spirit and in truth 

that the Father desires (see John 4:23–24). We are to 

offer praise as our sacrifice (see Psalm 50:14, 23). This 

means imitating Christ - offering our bodies - all our in-

tentions and actions in every circumstance, for the 

love of God and the love of others (see Hebrews 10:5–

7; Romans 12:1; 1 Peter 2:5). 
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A warm WELCOME is extended to all who come to the  

Church of St. Francis of Assisi!  We are grateful to our 

faithful parishioners & welcome our neighbors & guests 

who are visiting us. We want you to know that  

you are always  welcome here!  

 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of: 

 

 

ERIKA XIOMARA CRUZ 

(August 22, 2002  -  February 24, 2021)  

 

DONNA M. WHITMAN  

(October 28, 1926  -  February 27, 2021) 

 

������

�

May they rest in God’s love and peace. 
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