
 

Committed to living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ within the 

Catholic tradition, we are blessed to have as our patron saint someone who 

continues to call us to reach out to others in charity and compassion. 

 

 

 

Church of  

St Francis of Assisi 

1114 Third Street SE 

Rochester, MN 55904 

507.288.7313 

http://stfrancis-church.org 

 

Parish Center Hours  

Mon-Fri: 8AM - 4PM 

 

Weekday Mass: 

Tuesday - Friday 7AM 

 

School Mass: 

Tuesday 9:30AM 

 

Weekend Mass:   

Saturday 4:30PM          

Sunday 8AM, 10AM 

 

In Spanish:  

Thursday 7PM 

Sunday 12PM 

       

Misa En Español:  

Jueves 7PM 

Domingo 12PM   

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jim Berning 

 

Parochial Vicar                

Rev. Luis Vargas 

 

 

   

A P R I L  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2   |   E A S T E R  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  O F  T H E  L O R D  

The women who had come from Galilee with Jesus  

took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb;  

but when they entered, they did not find the  

body of the Lord Jesus.  

 

- Luke 24:1b-3 



  

 A MESSAGE FROM FR JIM BERNING 

 

 

  

  WELCOME 

Parish Center Office                       

(507) 288-7313 

Pastor (x 202)                              

Rev. Jim Berning 

Parochial Vicar (x 203)               

Rev. Luis Vargas 

Parish Administrator (x 204)            

Sarah Kinsman           

Office Manager (x 201)                 

Michelle Ibarra    

Financial Secretary (x 205)          

Paula Oates 

Director of Music/Liturgy (x 301)          

Hope Giesen  

Faith Formation (x 207)       

Mark Nuehring  

St. Francis of Assisi School             

(507) 288-4816 

Principal                                             

Andrew Poterucha  

Trustees                     

Bruce Anderson                                          

Rosemary Bengal        

Knights of Columbus                            

Bruce Anderson 

Calvary Cemetery                

Steve Flynn, Director                                                 

(507) 273-0140 

Catholic Charities                          

(507) 287-2047 

  

  PARISH CONTACTS  

Welcome to the Church of St. 

Francis of Assisi. Our church has 

helped to bring Jesus Christ to the 

city of Rochester since 1937.  We 

seek to foster the spiritual growth 

of our parishioners through the cel-

ebration of the Sacraments, cat-

echesis, community life, and per-

sonal prayer.  Like our patron saint, 

we strive to rebuild the Church 

and to console the heart of Jesus 

by serving our neighbors in need. 

HAPPY EASTER!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  The Lord is truly Risen!  

Today, we celebrate that the tomb is empty!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  We all shout for joy of the Risen Lord’s Glory 

for all of us.  The  journey of Lent has come to an end 

but we all know that it is just the beginning of new life 

and glory.  “Glory” comes from the Hebrew word 

Kabod which means the full weight of God’s affection 

for us.  It is ours and freely given through the suffering, 

death and Resurrection of Christ.  We believe that 

consolation and hope are there for us and it is exciting 

news that we want to share with others.  So much so, that we could just 

burst out at any time with an Alleluia! Alleluia!         

THANK YOU!  We are very grateful to everyone for their generosity and par-

ticipation in returning to Mass - as we celebrate Easter 2022.  God is so 

good!  The Lord is truly Risen!  Alleluia!   

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY.  The Church of the Resurrection will once again be 

hosting Divine Mercy Sunday, the Second of Easter, on April 24 for the city 

of Rochester.  There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 2PM-

3:30PM with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3PM in the church.  Confessions 

will be offered from 2PM-3:30PM.  “Jesus I trust in you.”   

SAVE THE DATE: KC PANCAKE BREAKFAST.  St. Francis Knights of Columbus 

will again host their Deluxe Pancake Breakfast in McCarthy Hall on Sunday, 

May 5.  Please mark your calendars and attend this first KC Pancake break-

fast to be held since the beginning of the pandemic.   Proceeds will be for 

St. Francis of Assisi School.  Thanks to our Brother Knights for hosting this 

event for all of us.    

KC TOOTSIE ROLLS DRIVE.  Next weekend, we will have the annual Knights of 

Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive for the Campaign for People with Intellectual 

Disabilities.  The KC’s will be present at our doorways next weekend.  Please 

be as generous as possible!      

THANK YOU! MUCHAS GRACIAS!  We are so grateful to the 103 parish fami-

lies that have contributed $43,545 towards our 2022 Catholic Ministries Ap-

peal goal of $49,661.  If you have yet to make a contribution, please 

prayerfully consider doing so.  All monies reached over our goal will be re-

turned to the parish for our designated building project - refinishing the 

pews, woodwork and cabinetry.   

A Blessed Easter Season to all!   

 

 

THANK YOU!  Blessed and Happy Easter Season to  

everyone and a special thank you to all who  

made our Easter Triduum celebrations  

so beautiful and meaningful! 



  

  A NOTE FROM FR LUIS  

  

  Th is  Week’s  In tent ions  and Readings 

For the Week of April 18, 2022 

 

MON  Apr 18        NO MASS  

TUES  Apr 19   7:00 AM Leo & Florence Blake †  

                            *   9:30 AM Eva Tieman †  

WED  Apr 20  7:00 AM Ivan Sherman †  

THU  Apr 21    7:00 AM Eileen Harreld †  

        **  7:00 PM Isidro Duarte (Birthday) 

FRI  Apr 22         7:00 AM Helen & Louie Sell †  

SAT  Apr 23     8:00PM Justin Phelps  †  

SUN  Apr 24   8:00 AM      Don Wannarka †  

                              10:00 AM       Robert Kertis † (Bob’s Father) 

                         **  12:00 PM       For the Parish  

        

*  School Mass    **  Spanish Mass 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you have a desire to remember someone who has  

passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers,  

Mass Intentions are available every day for our weekday 

Masses and on the weekends.  You are welcome to stop  

by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass intention  

during normal office hours.  

 

 

FELICES PASCUAS DE RESURRECCION 

“La Pascua no es simplemente una 

fiesta entre otras: es la Fiesta de las 

Fiestas, Solemnidad de las solemni-

dades. S. Atanasio la llama “el gran 

domingo”.  

 

Después de la Cuaresma y el Triduo 

Pascual, estamos listos para cele-

brar la victoria de nuestro Señor Je-

sús sobre la muerte, listos para celebrar su Resurrec-

ción durante cincuenta días. Asistir a la Misa del do-

mingo de Resurrección, listos para comulgar, debe ser 

nuestra prioridad. 

 

¿CÓMO VIVIR LA PASCUA? Hay muchas formas prácti-

cas de festejar el “Domingo de Pascua”, la más im-

portante es preparar nuestro corazón para asistir a la 

Santa Misa en familia. Otras formas, más prácticas, 

pueden ser: - decorar nuestra casa con flores, letreros 

de Pascua, etc. - decirnos mutuamente “Felices Pas-

cuas”, - hacer una comida especial, - escuchar músi-

ca católica que sea alegre, - cantar canciones de 

gozo o que incluyan la palabra “Aleluya”, - reunirte 

con otras familias, - vestir la mejor ropa, - hacer algu-

na manualidad de pascua con tus hijos, - hacer hue-

vos de Pascua, etc.  

 

Asegúrate de tener una celebración muy, muy espe-

cial con tu familia... si celebramos el Nacimiento de 

Jesucristo en Navidad, que significa el principio de su 

visita a nuestras vidas, ¡con mayor razón debemos ce-

lebrar su gloriosa Resurrección que nos abre las puer-

tas del cielo! 

 

FIESTA DE LA DIVINA MISERICORDIA.  24 de Abril. 

Siempre el domingo siguiente a la Pascua se celebra 

esta gran Fiesta a la Misericordia Divina del Señor, es 

una devoción nueva y muy meritoria que nos fortale-

ce la fe.  El próximo Domingo empezaremos esta cele-

bración a las 2:30 pm. Tendremos exposición de Santí-

simo, confesiones y cantaremos la Coronilla de la Divi-

na Misericordia. Para que no tenga dificultad en ir y 

regresar a sus casas, los caballeros de Colon de nues-

tra comunidad hispana nos ofrecerán venta de tacos 

para recoger fondos para el arreglo y remodelación 

del confesionario, todos estamos invitados.  

 

RETIRO PARA QUINCEAÑERAS. 23 de Abril. 

En esta ocasión tenemos mas de 16 celebraciones de 

Quinceañeras, es realmente un gozo poder presentar 

a todas estas niñas adolescentes al Señor con motivo 

de sus cumpleaños, el Retiro Espiritual para ellas es el 

próximo sábado 23 de abril, de las 9 – 1 en el salón 

Santa Clara, las esperamos junto con sus padres. Feli-

citaciones desde ya.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 17, 2022 

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/ 

Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or, Lk 24:13-

35 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Mt 

28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22/Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:35-48 

Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a/Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21/

Mk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/Rv 1:9-

11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 

 

LAS LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA DEL 17 DE ABRIL DE 2022 

Domingo: Hch 10, 34. 37-43/Sal 117, 1-2. 16-17. 22-23 [24]/ 

Col 3, 1-4 o 1 Co 5, 6-8/Jn 20, 1-9 o Lc 24, 1-12 o Lc 24, 13-35 

Lunes: Hch 2, 14. 22-33/Sal 15, 1-2 y 5. 7-8. 9-10. 11/Mt 28, 8-

15 

Martes: Hch 2, 36-41/Sal 32, 4-5. 18-19. 20 y 22/Jn 20, 11-18 

Miércoles: Hch 3, 1-10/Sal 104, 1-2. 3-4. 6-7. 8-9/Lc 24, 13-35 

Jueves: Hch 3, 11-26/Sal 8, 2 y 5. 6-7. 8-9/Lc 24, 35-48 

Viernes: Hch 4, 1-12/Sal 117, 1-2 y 4. 22-24. 25-27/Jn 21, 1-14 

Sábado: Hch 4, 13-21/Sal 117, 1 y 14-15. 16-18. 19-21/Mc 16, 

9-15 

Domingo siguiente: Hch 5, 12-16/Sal 117, 2-4. 13-15. 22-24 

[1]/Ap 1, 9-11. 12-13. 17-19/ 

Jn 20, 19-31 
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2022 CATHOLIC MINISTR IES  APPEAL 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

RCS SUMMER CARE PROGRAM.  

Registration for our Summer Care 

program for ages 3-12 is open! The 

registration link can be found on 

the RCS website. Summer Care will 

be held at Holy Spirit Catholic 

School. For families interested in 

Summer tutoring and Summer 

Academy, registration will open at a later date.  

 

THE NEST PRESCHOOL AT RCS IS EXPANDING IN 2022-

2023!  The Nest preschool is growing and will feature 

expanded offerings including programs at all five of 

our convenient RCS locations for the fall of 2022. New 

offerings include an all-day Pre-Kindergarten (Age 4) 

program at our St. Francis of Assisi and Lourdes High 

School campuses. In addition, we have added a Pre-

school (Age 3) classroom at the Co-Cathedral of St. 

John the Evangelist Middle School, and opened an 

Early Preschool (Age 2) program at Holy Spirit Catholic 

School! Our classrooms are filling - learn more and reg-

ister today by visiting rcsmn.org/thenest 

 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES 

APPEAL. As Catholics, 

we are blessed to be 

strengthened and unit-

ed by Christ in the Eu-

charist and sent forth 

to bring the peace 

and joy of our Triune 

God to all those we 

encounter. As individu-

al members of the 

Body of Christ, we all 

possess different gifts 

and talents for further-

ing the ministry of Christ 

and His Church. 

During this year, may 

we all strive to be Disci-

ples of Christ, Stewards 

of His Gifts throughout 

the Catholic community, using our personal gifts of 

time, talent, and treasure.   

 

Please support the 2022 CMA so that we may be Disci-

ples of Christ, Stewards of His Gifts. Every gift makes a 

difference! To give: www.catholicfsmn.org  

 

 

 

 
 

E A S T E R  F L O W E R  G I F T S  *  
 

Your Name:        In Honor/Memory of: 

Beverly Bakken       My Parents & In-Laws 

Fred &  

Bernetta Boucsein        Bob Stelley 

Convery Family       Kathleen Convery, May Yager 

Judy Devorak        Rosemary (Wegman) Hemann &  

               Lawrence Hemann 

Steven & Loretta Dickes  Will Dickes & Ed Walding 

Dorothy Dukart       Glenn Dukart, Arnold Kuntz 

Ron & Jean Farmer     Vernon, Rita & Mike Walter,  

               Brent Farmer            

Paul Feind          Jackie Feind 

Rick &  Carol Fishbune  Donald & Katherine Eggenberger 

               Louis & Jean Fishbune 

Sharon Fohrman      Dennis & John Fohrman 

Mary Jo Genz        Mr & Mrs Joseph Lynaugh (parents) 

               Andrea Thompson (daughter) 

               Joseph Thompson (son) 

Peter & Beth Giesen    Myrtle Hanzel, Clara Giesen,  

               Ann Carroll 

Carlos González  

& Dilaisa Figueroa     Vicente Figueroa, Carlos González,   

               Nilda González 

James Griffin        Patty Griffin 

Juliann Jenniges       Reinhardt & Ione Jenniges 

Bob & Karen Kertis    Robert G Kertis (father) 

Marlys King-Carvelli    Robert King, Clarence Carvelli 

Beth Lamsam        Jeanne Lamsam, Vincent  

               & Bernadine Limmex 

David & Theresa    

McGuire           Leo & Mary Ann McGuire,  

               William O’Rourke 

Bob & Barb Plenge      Nicole Joy Plenge 

Joe Powers          Jim & Bunnie Powers 

John Sibley          Lois Sibley 

Rita Southwick       Tony & Catherine Krofta  

Elaine Stettler        Edward, Hazel & Gerald Stettler 

Jim & Connie Swanson   George & Pauline Aurit, Chester &   

               Ona Swanson, Mary Coyne, Larry   

               Krueger, Michael Long 

Molly Sweeney        James (Pat) Sweeney 

Judy Syring         Michael Syring, Father Harry Jewison 

Lawrence &  

Monica Szarka       Violet Szarka 

Gerald & Celia Wright   Deceased Members of  Nordhaus, 

               Earhart, Trembley & Wright families 

LaVerne Zabel       Robert Zabel, Jeff Zabel 

 

Christopher & Katie Bowron, Anna Marie Hofschulte, Alberto & 

Dora Marquez, Gerald & Alvis Piotrowski, Jim & Mary Elizabeth 

Sagstetter, Mary Rose Sagstetter, Gene & Marilyn Treder   

 



 FAITH FORMATION M u s i c N o t e s  

SHARE YOUR GIFT OF SINGING!  Alleluia! How good to 

sing praise to our God; how pleasant to give fitting 

praise… Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; with the 

lyre make music to our God - Psalm 147 

 

St. Augustine said that when we sing, we pray twice. If 

you are interested in sharing your gift by singing in the 

choir at St. Francis of Assisi, please join us as we start up 

our choir for the 10AM Mass once a month during this 

Easter season.  

 

“The dignity and lofty purpose of sacred music consist 

in the fact that its lovely melodies and splendor beau-

tify and embellish the voices of the priest who offers 

Mass and of the Christian people who praise the Sov-

ereign God. Its special power and excellence should 

lift up to God the minds of the faithful who are present. 

It should make the liturgical prayers of the Christian 

community more alive and fervent so that everyone 

can praise and beseech the Triune God more power-

fully, more intently and more effectively. 

 

The power of sacred music increases the honor given 

to God by the Church in union with Christ, its Head. 

Sacred music likewise helps to increase the fruits which 

the faithful, moved by the sacred harmonies, derive 

from the holy liturgy. These fruits, as daily experience 

and many ancient and modern literary sources show, 

manifest themselves in a life and conduct worthy of a 

Christian.” - Pope Pius XII 

 

May all our voices join together to proclaim the good-

ness of the Lord! 
 

 

- Hope (litfranc@stfrancis-church.org)  

  

4:30PM 

SATURDAY 

8AM 

SUNDAY 

10AM  

SUNDAY 

Altar Servers 
Jack Bowron 

[open] 

Piper 

Macken 

Victoria 

Scaccio 

Connor Foust 

Regan 

Stellpflug 

Reader 
Maryanne 

Doyle 

Pat  

Woodcock 

Mary  

Sagstetter  

Hospitality 

Minister 

Natalie Norris  

David 

Klinkhammer  

Alan Heimer  

Jean Heimer  

Mark Paukert  

Lori Paukert  

Ministers  

of Holy  

Communion 

Beth 

Lamsam  

Gwen  

Cameron  
Lucy Becker  

HAPPY EASTER!  At the Easter Vigil, 10 adults and 3 chil-

dren will be initiated into the Church.  As we celebrate 

their initiation into the Church, I would like to share 

Doreen’s story with you to help you appreciate your 

role in her faith journey. Doreen was baptized Catho-

lic, but was never raised in the faith. After being distant 

from the Church for most of her adult life, she decided 

to do some research and study about the Catholic 

faith on her own, and eventually reached out to me.  

Doreen joined RCIA last fall and it has been a personal 

joy watching her faith grow the past year. She has 

been embraced by this community and has recently 

begun leading the rosary before the 10AM Mass. 

 

A week or so ago, she was invited by some women of 

the parish to journey with them to the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse. (It just so happens 

her mother was visiting from out of state that week-

end, and participated as well.) During their pilgrimage, 

Doreen had a significant faith experience with Saint 

Faustina and chose her as her Confirmation Saint. 

Doreen’s mom was very impressed by the whole expe-

rience and was so excited by Doreen’s love of the 

Catholic faith.  During the Easter Vigil, Doreen’s three 

children will be baptized and will receive their First 

Communion with their peers on May 7/8. 

 

Thank you for modeling what it means to be Catholic 

to Doreen, and all the other RCIA candidates. Your 

example made a difference in Doreen’s journey and I 

am sure it did with the others, as well. I hope your role 

in the faith journey of these new Catholics fills you with 

joy and love this Easter and beyond! 

 

- Mark (youthminister@stfrancis-church.org)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A warm WELCOME is extended to all who come  

to the Church of St. Francis of Assisi!  We are grateful  

to our faithful parishioners and welcome our neighbors 

and guests who are visiting us. We want you to know 

that you are always welcome here!  

 

¡Una BIENVENIDA a todos los que vienen a la  

Iglesia San Francisco de Asís! Estamos agradecidos 

con nuestros fieles feligreses y damos la bienvenida  

a nuestros vecinos e invitados que nos visitan. 

¡Queremos que sepan que siempre son  

bienvenidos aquí!  

MINISTRY SCHEDULE for April 23 - April 24:  



  

THE GREATER CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY. Sunday, April 24 at the 

Church of the Resurrection.  Video about St. Faustina: 

12:45PM in Zenk Hall. 2PM-4PM:  Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament and Benediction, Rosary, Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy, Quiet Prayer and Sacrament of Reconciliation in 

the Church.  

 

ROCHESTER CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS. 

Marveli and Ronci Game Nights: 

1st and 3rd Fridays, 4PM-7PM at Pax Christi 

Co-ed Catechism Study: 

Tuesdays, 6PM-7:30PM at St. James Coffee 

Fellowship and Food: 

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 7:30PM at Chick-Fil-A 

Rochester Rosary Rallies: 

Sundays at 3PM at the Government Center. We pray in 

front of the Government Center at the corner of 4th 

Street SE and 3rd Ave. SE. Bring your families and friends 

and spread the word! If unable to join us physically, con-

sider joining spiritually by praying a Rosary and Divine 

Mercy Chaplet from anywhere. 

PARISH NOTES 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TOOTSIE 

ROLL DRIVE.  Next weekend, we 

will have the annual Knights of 

Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive for 

the Campaign for People with 

Intellectual Disabilities.  The KC’s 

will be present at our doorways next weekend.  Please 

be as generous as possible!     

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  THE KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

RETURNS!  St. Francis’ Knights of 

Columbus will again host their 

Deluxe Pancake Breakfast in 

McCarthy Hall on Sunday, May 

5.  Please mark your calendars 

and attend this first KC Pancake 

breakfast to be held since the 

beginning of the pandemic.  Pro-

ceeds will benefit St. Francis of Assisi School.   

UKRAINE SOLIDARITY FUND.  

Join us today in supporting 

the Ukraine Solidarity Fund! 

 

The international Knights of 

Columbus community in-

cludes more than 1,800 

members in Ukraine who, 

like their fellow citizens, are 

facing an urgent need for 

temporary shelter, food, 

medical supplies, clothing 

and pastoral support. In-

spired by our Order’s first principle, Charity, please 

join us in praying for peace and consider a donation 

to our Ukraine Solidarity Fund.  

 

Your gift today will provide temporary shelter, food, 

medical supplies, clothing, communications and reli-

gious supplies. These items will all be immediately dis-

tributed, and 100% of your gift will go directly to these 

displaced people. 

 

Please prayerfully consider how you 

can contribute to this effort. Your gift of 

any amount will go a long way in help-

ing our brothers and sisters. Together, 

we can bring Christ's healing love to a 

wounded world.  

 

https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine.html 



 

Today we begin the Easter Sea-

son, our 50-day meditation on 

the mystery of Christ's Resurrec-

tion. Our Gospel today tells us 

about the disciples' discovery of 

the empty tomb. It concludes by 

telling us that they did not yet 

understand that Jesus had risen 

from the dead. Thus, the details 

provided are not necessarily 

meant to offer proof of the Resur-

rection. The details invite us to reflect upon a most 

amazing gift, that is faith in Jesus and his Resurrection. 

 

Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty 

tomb was first discovered by women. This is notable 

because in first-century Jewish society women could 

not serve as legal witnesses. In the case of John's Gos-

pel, the only woman attending the tomb is Mary of 

Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic accounts, John's Gospel 

does not describe an appearance of angels at the 

tomb. Instead, Mary is simply said to have observed 

that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been 

moved, and she runs to alert Simon Peter and the be-

loved disciple. Her statement to them is telling. She as-

sumes that Jesus' body has been removed, perhaps 

stolen. She does not consider that Jesus has been 

raised from the dead. 

 

Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to the 

tomb, presumably to verify Mary's report. The beloved 

disciple arrives first but does not enter the tomb until 

after Simon Peter. This detail paints a vivid picture, as 

does the detail provided about the burial cloths. Some 

scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths 

in the tomb offers evidence to the listener that Jesus' 

body had not been stolen (it is understood that grave 

robbers would have taken the burial cloths together 

with the body). 

 

The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even 

having seen the empty tomb and the burial cloths, the 

disciples do not yet understand about the Resurrec-

tion. In the passage that follows, Mary of Magdala 

meets Jesus but mistakes him for the gardener. In the 

weeks ahead, the Gospel readings from our liturgy will 

show us how the disciples came to believe in Jesus' 

Resurrection through his appearances to them. Our 

Easter faith is based on their witness to both the empty 

tomb and their continuing relationship with Jesus—in 

his appearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/

sunday-connection 

 

FAMILY CONNECTION.  

 

In the Easter Gospel we hear 

about how the disciples found 

the tomb empty three days after 

Jesus' death. We are also told 

that they do not yet understand 

the Scriptures or that Jesus had 

been raised from the dead. That 

understanding gradually unfold-

ed for the disciples as they be-

gan to experience the risen Lord. Similarly, our under-

standing of Jesus' Resurrection unfolds for us through-

out our lives. In the weeks ahead, we will hear how the 

first disciples moved from confusion, doubt, and skepti-

cism to faith. Their experience can teach us how we 

too might receive this gift of faith from God. 

 

Gather your family members and ask them to share 

what they know about the events that happened in 

the days after Jesus' crucifixion. Invite your family to 

imagine that they are among Jesus' first disciples. 

Read together today's Gospel, John 20:1-9. Reflect 

together on the Gospel with questions such as these: If 

you had been among the first disciples who heard 

that the stone had been removed from Jesus' tomb 

and that Jesus' body was no longer there, what would 

you think? What did Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, 

and the disciple whom Jesus loved think had hap-

pened? Recall that this experience is the first indica-

tion Jesus' disciples have that he is risen. Throughout 

the Easter season, we will learn more about how the 

disciples came to believe that Jesus had been raised 

from the dead. 

 

Pray together using today's psalm, Psalm 118: “This is 

the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be 

glad.” 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/

sunday-connection 

 

 

INVOCATION OF PEACE.  God of Love, you created us 

and you call us to live as brothers and sisters. Give us 

the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable 

us to see everyone who crosses our path as our broth-

er or sister.  Make us sensitive to the plea  

of our citizens who entreat us to turn  

our weapons of war into implements  

of peace, our trepidation into  

confident trust, and our quarreling  

into forgiveness. . .  Lord, defuse the  

violence of our tongues and our  

hands. Renew our hearts and  

minds, so that. . . our way of life  

will always be that of:  

Shalom, Peace, Salaam!  

Amen.  
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