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Before I Forget 

“God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” Jesus, in Mark 12:27 

“Heaven means to be one with God.” Confucius. 

 What do you call an atheist in a casket? Someone who is all dressed up with no place to go. I know it it’s 

a bad joke, but I couldn’t resist it. 

 In the Gospel of Mark (12:27) Jesus states quite clearly, “God is not the God of the dead, but of the liv-

ing.” I believe what this gospel is telling us is that God will not be found in places that are exhausted, depleted, or 

dead. But God can be discovered in what lives, grows, and blesses us. This a very important insight, because you and I 

have a tendency to become stuck in things that are depleted and dead. We are cemented to these places because of hurt or 

because of our desire that our life would be different. There is no life in those places and God cannot be found there. 

 When you lose someone that you love deeply in death – a spouse, a friend, a child- your heart is broken 

and you are filled with emptiness. But, there is no life in emptiness. Even though you deeply loved that person who died, you 

cannot hold on to what once was. This gospel (Mark 12:18-27) tells us that God calls us out of emptiness to what is new and 

life-giving. You might worry deeply about someone you love who is struggling – a child, a member of the family. Their unhap-

piness robs you of joy. This gospel tells us that there is no life in unhappiness. God calls us to recognize the relationships in 

our life that are positive and life giving.  Because they will bless us over and over.  

You might be angry or discouraged about some politicians in our government today. They might be making deci-

sions with which you disagree and which you believe will hurt our country. The gospel says there is no life in anger and dis-

couragement. It calls us to own the parts of government that are still functioning effectively and calls us to commit ourselves 

to elect politicians that we feel will more successfully serve the common good. In whatever dark, angry or hurt place we 

might be stuck, God has the power to call us out and give us a new beginning. 

 Marguerite Higgins was an award-winning journalist who was imbedded with the American troops during 

the Korean War. She tells this story. One night the soldiers ended their march early for dinner. They were bone tired and 

filled with anxiety and the fear of death. One young soldier leaned against a jeep, eating his cold dinner out of a tin can. He’d 

been in the fields for weeks; his clothes were stiff with dirt and the cold. His heavily bearded face was impacted with mud 

and almost without expression. Then one of his buddies asked a surprising question. He said, “Pete, if I were God and could 

give you whatever you wish, what would you want the most?” The soldier stood motionless for a few moments, and then he 

said, “Just give me tomorrow.” 

 God is going to give us tomorrow. That is why we cannot squander it rummaging around among things that 

are dead. SEIZE what is life giving in tomorrow. If you do so, you will experience happiness and hope, because you will have 

found the God of the living. 

Monday, November 2, we celebrate all those authentic souls who finished their struggles as best they could. None 

of them was perfect. In Brideshead Revisited, Sebastian always tried to be true to God in his heart, but others saw his alco-

holic life as sinful and wasted. He drifted in and out of a monastery, doing chores between binges. The old Father Superior 

recognized the holiness in Sebastian’s lifetime of struggles, but Sebastian’s oldest friend, the successful, worldly Charles, 

could not see it. 

 On the feast of All Souls, we pray for all our dead, known and unknown, praying that they are “ONE WITH 

GOD FOREVER.’ As the old spiritual says, “Lord, I want to be in that number when the Saints come marching in.” 
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Visit:  www.ctkmpls.org 5029 Zenith Avenue South, MN 55410  612.920.5030 Fax 612.926.0283 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 Mike Coogan,,Fr. Doug Dandurand,     

Kelley Deshler, Joanne Dick, Nancy Dornbach, 

Chuck Gorman, Floyd Grabiel, Mary Ann Hansen, 

Eileen Hoy,  Dan Ivory, Steve Kean, Tomi Kean,  

Joan Kelly, Anna Kinney, Mary Koby. Jozef Lazar, Mary Lee, Su-

zanne Runte, Stefan Skorich, Mary Jane Steinhagen, Lydia Spani-

er, Angie Tucker, Pat Urick, Diane Wielinski  

If you would like someone remembered in prayer on this list, 

please call Jim DeShane, .612-920-5030, ext.14. 

 

 

 

 

 It’s time again to prepare Thanksgiving 

Baskets for our friends at Ascension Catholic 

Church.   

 Totes with lists will be distributed.  We 

will be distributing the totes in a COVID safe 

way. 

  

Sat, 10/31: 10:00-12:00 during the food shelf 

drop-off window. 

Other times to get basket 

 Sunday, Nov. 8—11-12 Noon 

 Sunday , Nov. 15—11—12 Noon 

Also can get basket at Parish Office, M-Thur., 

12 –2 pm. 

 

Filled totes will be collected on Sat, Nov 21st 

from 8-10am in the CTK parking lot. 

 

This ministry also serves the CTK community. If 

you know of someone who needs a basket,  

contact Angela Lee  952.92.4401. 

 

 

*********** 

 

HATS AND SCARVES FOR ASCENSION 

 

We are again collecting handmade or pur-

chased hats, scarves and gloves for members of 

Ascension parish. 

 

Plan on bringing your items to the October 31 

food drive  or dropping them off at the parish 

office during open hours before November 9. 

You can put them in the box on the Zenith office 

entrance door. 

ASCENSION FOOD SHELF 

DROP OFF 

 

 October 31, Halloween. 

  10 am—Noon. 

 

No specific food requests at this time. Any and all 

foods/paper goods and monies will be appreciated  

Prayer of Thanksgiving as We Remember Our Beloved Dead 

 

Blessed are you, most holy and ever-living God! 

We give you thanks and remember your wondrous love for us 

shown forth in the lives of our beloved ones 

who shared with us your gifts of life and love. 

   

We remember how they graced our life with beauty, 

with humor and compassion, with tenderness and truth. 

  

As we remember them, we turn to you, O God, 

to grant us consolation and the insight born of faith. 

   

All flesh is grass;  its beauty like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, but your love, O Lord, en-

dures forever! 

   

Guide us in the way of your love,  

till with our eyes we shall behold you and praise you face to 

face,  

Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, forever and ever.     AMEN. 

 

(Text adapted from a Jewish prayer by Moya McGinn 
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Interested in learning more about Carondelet 

Catholic School? Prospective parents are invited 

to join us for�our Fall Open House:�

 

Kindergarten Open House�

Thursday, November 5, 2020�

9:30 AM, 11 AM, 5:30�PM�

Carondelet's Lower Campus�

2900 W. 44th Street�

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Pre�K Open House�

Friday, November 6, 2020�

9�AM, 11 AM�

 

Or�contact us�anytime for a personal�tour.�We 

look forward to meeting you!�

�

Please note:�Due to COVID�19, we will be limiting at-

tendance and requiring guests to pre-register for our Admis-

sions Open House this year. Attendees will be sent a health 

screening 24-hours prior to visiting.  

First Reconciliation/ 

First Eucharist Registration 

  

·         Registration for  

First Reconciliation and 

 First Eucharist will close on  

October 31, 2020.  

·         First Reconciliation “family 

study-at-home” materials will be available for pick up 

on Saturday, November 7, 2020 from 1-3 pm in the 

church parking lot 

·         Families will receive an informational email re-

garding the program as well as a date for a zoom call 

with parents after registration closes 

·         Questions? Please contact Terri Hunt at 

thunt@ctkmpls.org 

  

 Confirmation and Faith Formation Registration 

 are continuing 

 

 

HELP US — We are in the process of up-

dating our database.  

 We need current phone numbers, 

email addresses, and emergency numbers. 

 

 You can call the  

Parish Office 612-920-5030

(ext.20)  to leave a  

message with this infor-

mation.  

 

 Your help will be so 

appreciated. 
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