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Before I Forget 
 
“The virtue of wisdom more than anything else contains a divine element which always remains.” Plato 
“Try not.  Do or not do. There is no try.” Yoda 
 

 When was the last time you met a truly wise person? And could you say that you have a close relation-
ship with someone whose advice you can always trust? I mean someone who seems to have a deep understand-

ing of life that it gives you a feeling of confidence in all their opinions and judgements. 
 For some, it might be an older relative such as a grandparent or a great uncle or aunt. Or it might be a long-term family 
friend. In Native American communities, for example, there has been a long tradition of revering their elders. The elders have lived the 
longest, had the most experience in life, and are always consulted before the community makes any major decision. The oldest mem-
bers of the community are treated with the greatest dignity and honor because of their wisdom. 
 In the original “Star Wars” movie, there is a wise woman whose name is Yoda. Today, the closest some of us get to knowing 
a “wisdom figure” is watching Yoda advise the young Luke Skywalker, the hero of “Star Wars.” I’m convinced that one reason Yoda 
has become such a beloved cult figure is because this is a time in history like no other, when many seem to lack truly wise role mod-
els in their own lives. Yet, our spirits crave wisdom and we desperately need it in the difficulties of our lives. So we are very much 
drawn to the images of Yoda steadily and faithfully guiding Luke Skywalker as he struggles to cope with the challenges of doing good 
and fighting evil. 
 This weekend our first scripture comes from the Book of Proverbs 31. It gives us a blueprint of exactly what constitutes wis-
dom by telling us very specifically what is most important in life. In the Hebrew Scriptures, Wisdom is a quality of God, to be sought by 
anyone who wants to do good and attain happiness. This poem comes at the very end of the Book of Proverbs, where the author 
summarizes all of its teaching about Wisdom by painting a word-picture of Wisdom as a woman who does all things well. 
 In the first few lines, we see that wise person can be trusted by all those close to her, because she does people good and 
not harm. But it’s clear she doesn’t just sit around thinking wise thoughts – she’s an industrious person of action in the world: the wise 
person shows initiative and isn’t lazy, but willing to work, carefully seeking our property before she buys it. She obviously isn’t afraid to 
get her hands dirty because she plants a vineyard with her own hands. She doesn’t just lounge around, but takes care of her own 
health and body, “makes her arms strong.” Now, some of us can go overboard on this action quality – more and more of us are work-
aholics. Wisdom means balance in our daily lives – to work willingly and carefully - but not to let work consume our lives. The wise 
person balances hard work with exercise, play, and downtime. 
 In the next part, we see that Wisdom, may work long hours, but she does not neglect the things of the spirit. There are two 
strong images of how the wise person is pro-active to fight poverty: “she opens her hands to the poor and she reaches out her hands 
to the needy.” Doesn’t just sit back, and let others do it. And like any good friend or parent, Wisdom also counsels others kindly when 
they need advice. Again, it’s easy to get out of balance here, too. Sometimes we’re quick to give lots of verbal advice (even if unwant-
ed) or give opinions about what the poor should do to get out of their predicaments – but we’re far less ready to make things happen. 
What about rearranging your schedule on Saturday so you could help at Habitat for Humanity, or shop for a local food shelf when you 
do your own. There are so many small but important human needs that the wise person tries to meet. 
 Finally, Proverbs reminds us that charm and beauty can be phony or merely skin-deep. Maybe we need this reminder, most 
of all, since we are a culture that spends billions a year on cosmetic and beauty aids, but only a fraction of that to relieve starvation. 
 As disciples of Jesus, we try to live the Gospel Commandment of Love. The special thing about love is that it only grows by 
being shared, never by being hoarded, so if you and I want to become a truly wise person, start spending your life finding creative but 
practical ways to share the love you have with the world. You can’t take your looks or money with you anyway, but if you serve others 
with love, you might leave a far richer legacy of wisdom behind you. 
 

Forward together and no one left behind, Fr. Bill 
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Please remember in your prayers: 

 Mike Coogan,,Fr. Doug Dandurand,     
Kelley Deshler, Joanne Dick,  Chuck Gorman, 
Floyd Grabiel, Mary Ann Hansen, Eileen Hoy,  
Dan Ivory, Steve Kean, Tomi Kean,  Joan Kelly, 

Anna Kinney, Mary Koby. Jozef Lazar, Mary Lee, Suzanne Runte, 
Stefan Skorich, Mary Jane Steinhagen, Lydia Spanier, Angie 

Tucker, Pat Urick, Diane Wielinski  

If you would like someone remembered in prayer on this list, 

please call Jim DeShane, .612-920-5030, ext.14. 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN  
FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

 
WORKING ON THE MARGINS 

 
This campaign sponsored by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops funds many com-
munity and economic development programs, 
working to alleviate poverty . 
 

Over $17 millions supported programs such as  
�� Economic empowerment—new business, jobs, 

and financial opportunity 
�� Creating resilient communities, access to hous-

ing and strong schools 
�� Defending the rights of immigrants 
�� Reforming the criminal justice system 
�� Building a just economy and protecting worker 

rights 
�� Expanding access to health care and empow-

ering persons of disabilities 
�� Protecting the environment. 
 
What can YOU DO? 
 Learn about those living in poverty 
 Act and spread the word about poverty 
 Support this work with $ contributions 
 Pray for those who benefit from this collec 
 tion of funds. 
 
Designate your check “ Catholic Campaign.” 
 Or go to: www.usccbb.org/cchd  
 or  \to www.povertyusa.org 

 

HELP US — We are in the process of up-

dating our database.  

 We need current phone numbers, 

email addresses, and emergency numbers. 
  

 You can call the  

Parish Office 612-920-5030(ext.20)  to 

leave a message with this information.  
  

 Your help will be so appreciated. 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to  family and 
friends of Robert ‘Bud’ Nordstrom, brother of parishioner, 
Jon Nordstrom. 
  

 May he enjoy the eternal light and love of God.     
Blessed be. 
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Confirmation – We welcome all 
current 9th and 10th grade stu-
dents. Registration will close on 
November 23, 2020. Monthly stu-
dent zoom meetings begin on 
Sunday, December 6  

�� IGNITE! – We will have our 

first zoom meeting on Sunday, 
November 22nd from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. There’s still time to 
register.�

Questions? Contact Terri Hunt at: 
thunt@ctkmpls.org;��920�5030, ext 22�

 

   Thanksgiving baskets are  
   happending...so far 82 baskets. 
    
  You can still get a basket at the Park-
ing Lot door on 
 Sunday, Nov. 15  11am to Noon 
Monies for Thanksgiving baskets always appreciated. 
 
Filled totes will be collected on Saturday, Nov. 21st 
from 8-10 am in the CTK parking lot. 
 
Along with the baskets, we collecting handmade or 
purchased hats, scarev and gloves for members of the 
parish. Thank you...thank you...thank you. 
 

++++ 

OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S STREET OUTREACH 

 Warm weather clothing drive...socks, thermal 
wear,. All items can be brought to the church parking lot, 
Saturday, December 5, 10am—noon. 
 We are offering packages of 2 socks and a hand 
lotion for $20 donation, if you can’t get out to shop. 
 Also, St. Stephen’s has let us know that they have 
a spot; Amazon wishlist, as an alternative to dropping 
things off in person. 

++++ 
We are keeping the tradition of the  
Giving Tree with Holy Rosary parish in 
Minneapolis. Although the families will 
not be gathering, we can still help make 
Christmas brighter. 
 Holy Rosary is asking for $20 
Target gift cards , so that the neediest 
children can still pick out a Christmas 
present. 
 Gift cards can be dropped at the parish office (use 
the mail slot) or send a check designated for the Giving 
Tree,  We will bring the cards and monies collected to Holy 
Rosary December 14th. 
 
Any questions about these ministries, contact Deacon Jim 
at 612-920-5030, x19 or jdeshane@ctkmpls.org 

ZOOM with us as we continue RACIAL 
JUSTICE DISCUSSIONS on Sunday, 
November 15, at 9:30 a.m. via video 
conferencing.  Everyone is invited to join 
in meaningful conversations with fellow 
parishioners on the issue of antiracism.  All 

ages are welcome.  Please listen to the following 50 minute Krista 
Tippett podcast “On Being White” before the meeting.  If you are 
really short of time, be sure to catch at least the last half.   https://
onbeing.org/programs/john-biewen-the-long-view-i-on-being-
white/.  There is also a transcript on this link which you can read, if 
you prefer.  We will hear updates from the four teams on actions 
planned and taken.  In addition, we will explore what antiracism 
issues have arisen in light of last week’s election.  Are we farther 
apart than we realized? 
  
Zoom coaching is available, if needed - contact 
ann.sittig@state.mn.us.  Here is a link to a quick Zoom tutorial 
you can do at home in under ten minutes:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E.    
 
We recommend trying this out the day before and/or signing in 
about 15 minutes early on Sunday to make sure all systems are 
go.  Here is the invitation link to the Sunday meeting: 
 
Time: Nov 15, 2020 09:15 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
 Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/92679858464?
pwd=bGM3a3dacHMvMW8vMkVkOGJIRDFiZz09 
Meeting ID: 926 7985 8464     Passcode: 192700 
  
Questions?  Contact maryjanemitchell@msn.com.  If you cannot 
make it to this discussion, but would like to be included in the email 
list to receive our newsletters and updates on future discussions 
and actions, contact Ann Grabiel at anngrabiel@gmail.com.   
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