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Before I Forget 

 

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” Marcel Proust. 

 

Earth is crammed with Heaven, 

And every common bush afire with God. 

But only he (she) who sees 

Takes off his (her) shoes. Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 

 

The Gospel for Christ the King Sunday comes from Matthew 25. It starts with Jesus telling a story to his own small community, the disciples. Jesus 

describes how the king will be sitting in glory with all the angels, and all the people will be divided into two groups: the sheep and the goats. Now, I 

know they sound like opposing sports teams, but think of them as symbolizing people who aren’t in competition; they’re just normal, average peo-

ple like all of us – but notice that they HAVE lived their lives very differently. 

 The sheep, on the right side, are told by the king that they have apparently done it all very well; during their lives, they have fed the king, 

when he was hungry, gave drink to him when he was thirty, welcomed him when he was a stranger to their community, took care of him when he 

was sick and visited him when was sick, and visited him when he was put in prison. Totally, bewildered at hearing all this, the righteous ones reply: 

“What are you talking about? We don’t remember meeting you in all those situations! When did all that happen?” Jesus, as the king, responds: “I’m 

telling you, all those times you were feeding and clothing and visiting all of my littlest and most insignificant brothers and sisters in this life, you 

were actually doing it to me!” Well, you could have knocked them over; they were so surprised by this outcome. 

 Then the king turns to the goats on his left hand with a curse: “Get out! Go into the hellfire prepared for the Evil One and his kind. Be-

cause I was starving and you did nothing; I was dying of thirst but you ignored me; I was a stranger, but you never welcomed me when I needed it 

most; you didn’t share any of your clothing when I was destitute, and even when I was sick and in prison, you were nowhere to be found.” 

 This group was equally shocked when Jesus solemnly declares: “In all of these situations when you didn’t do anything for the littlest ones 

in your midst, you didn’t do any of these things for me!” 

 The most shocking and incredible part of the story is the fact that neither the righteous nor the cursed ones RECOGNIZED Jesus in the 

situations he described. 

 What is Jesus condemning here? Both groups were equally surprised at how their actions were judged. But it seems that the only differ-

ence between the groups was, first, their level of awareness, and second, whether they acted on that awareness. We might say that the righteous 

ones had their eyes open – they were staying awake and didn’t miss too many opportunities for helping someone in need. Even more importantly, 

they didn’t JUDGE the people they served – they simply served others whom they found to be needy, because it was the right thing to do. It wasn’t 

about awards; it wasn’t an ego thing with them. Only later in their stories did they discover that it was Jesus himself whom they were serving. On 

the other hand, the cursed ones were sleepwalking or were reserving their good works for someone they thought deserved their help; or maybe 

they just couldn’t be bothered. Jesus seems to say, “No one is an island. You should have been aware of others’ needs. You could have helped but 

you didn’t.” 

 This story of Jesus leaves me with one question: just how awake and non-judgmental am I to the suffering around me? Our culture has 

gotten into a judgmental game of preferring to help only the so called “deserving poor” or the “clean poor.” Jesus seems to condemn their attitude. 

He is asking us to meet the needs of strangers and prisoners and hungry people without judging whether they are “worthy” of our help and without 

caring whether they are going to appreciate what we do for them. Now there is a counter-cultural idea that will get you booed and hissed at for 

even suggesting. Unconditional love can be a little frightening because people will say, “You’re being taken advantage of” or “they could at least 

keep themselves clean” or “he’s just going to spend that money on alcohol,” or the most painful, “you’re a fool.” Jesus never suggests we throw out 

our common sense; he just asks that we serve others without any judgements or strings attached. That’s unconditional love. 

 Practicing the art of unconditional love throughout our lives is going to be a challenge, so you and I, your children and grandchild, need a 

community to help us live without judging. And if we’re lucky, the worst that will happen to us is that we’ll all turn out to be fools for Christ. 

 We will survive and thrive as Christ the King Parish, and attract others – especially young adults- if we put today’s Gospel into action. 

 All spirituality means waking up. May we wake up and see our sisters and brothers who need our help. It’s what Christ demands of us. 

 

Forward together and no one left behind, Fr. Bill 
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Please remember in your prayers: 

 Mike Coogan,,Fr. Doug Dandurand,     

Kelley Deshler, Joanne Dick,  Chuck Gorman, 

Floyd Grabiel, Mary Ann Hansen, Eileen Hoy,  

Dan Ivory, Steve Kean, Tomi Kean,  Joan Kelly, 

Anna Kinney, Mary Koby. Jozef Lazar, Mary Lee, Suzanne Runte, 

Stefan Skorich, Mary Jane Steinhagen, Lydia Spanier, Angie 

Tucker, Pat Urick, Diane Wielinski  

If you would like someone remembered in prayer on this list, 

please call Jim DeShane, .612-920-5030, ext.14. 

PREPARE TO CELEBRATE ADVENT 

 Advent begins next Sunday, Novem-

ber 29. In the church, the 4 Sundays and 

weekdays leading up to the celebration of 

Christmas, we celebrate the arrival of God in 

Christ. It is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for the 

celebration of Christ’s coming. 

 Blue candles symbolize the night sky, an image 

present in many of the Advent scriptures. It is also associ-

ated with Mary, the first Believer to patiently wait for the 

coming of the Savior. The pink candle is for joy. 

 We encourage you to create your own Advent 

wreath at home and join us in lighting your Advent wreath 

as you pray with our Mass videos. 

 For your wreath at home, you can use three blue 

or purple candles and one pink or even decorate white 

candles or Mason jars. The circular wreath, which has no 

beginning or ending, symbolizes the eternity of God, the 

immortality of our soul, and the everlasting life we find in 

Christ. 

 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

 

The Community of Christ the King is made 

up of people like me. 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

It will be holy, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will be prayerful, if I pray. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if 

I am a generous giver. 

It will bring others into worship, if I invite 

and bring them. 

It will be a place of loyalty and love, of 

fearlessness and faith, of compassion, 

      charity and mercy, if I, who make it 

what it is,   

      am filled with these same things. 

Therefore, with the help of God, I now dedi-

cate myself to the task of being all 

      the things I want my faith community to 

be. 

We ask this through Jesus our Christ. Amen 

The Stewardship Packets for 

2021have all been mailed. 

If we missed you, do not 

hesitate to contact us here at 

the parish office, 612-920-

5030. 

 

Now may be the perfect 

time to give the gift of appreciated stock to CTK. You may 

be able to claim a charitable contribution in the amount of 

the current value of stock and avoid paying taxes on the 

appreciated value of the donated stock. 

 You can also make a direct transfer from your IRA-

RMD to CTK and count that money toward your required 

minimum distribution. 

 When you make a gift, please check with your 

financial advisor. With additional questions, please contact 

Paul Zdechlik at 612-920-5030, x15, 

pjzdechlik@ctkmpls.org 

 As we approach the seasons of Advent and 

Christmas we want everyone to know that they can re-

ceive the sacraments even during this Pandemic.  

 If you would like to receive the sacraments of 

Eucharist, Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick 

please contact either Fr. Bill or Dcn. Jim at the parish of-

fice 612-920-5030.  

 Or email per below.    

Fr. Bill: wmurtaugh@ctkmpls.org 

Dcn. Jim: jdeshane@ctkmpls.org 
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Confirmation – We welcome all 

current 9

th

 and 10

th

 grade stu-

dents. Registration will close on 

November 23, 2020. Monthly stu-

dent zoom meetings begin on 

Sunday, December 6  

�� IGNITE! – We will have our 

first zoom meeting on Sunday, 

November 22

nd

 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. There’s still time to 

register.�

Questions? Contact Terri Hunt at: 

thunt@ctkmpls.org;��920�5030, ext 22�

 

 

The CTK Racial Justice 

Group’s met last Sunday for 

a very inspiring and produc-

tive discussion via Zoom.   

 

After a stimulating review of 

Krista Tippett’s podcast “On Being White”, we continued 

exploring ways to promote our goal of becoming an anti-

racist parish. 

   Each of the four teams reported on some 

great actions planned and taken, including a successful 

get out the vote campaign, distribution of warm items to 

people standing in line to vote, identification of possible 

antiracism banners for CTK, prayers and petitions, start-

ing a book club, and partnering with outside groups.   

 Next meeting: Sunday, December 13 at 10:30 

a.m.  The Zoom link to the meeting will be in the next 

few bulletins.  

 Questions about this discussion group or ideas 

for actions?  Contact maryjanemitchell@msn.com.   

  Need help figuring out how to Zoom?  Contact 

ann.sittig@state.mn.us.  

   If you cannot make it to this next discussion, 

but would like to be included in the email list to receive 

our newsletters and updates on future discussions and 

actions, contact Ann Grabiel at anngrabiel@gmail.com.   

 

.   

OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S STREET OUTREACH 

 Warm weather clothing drive...socks, thermal 

wear,. All items can be brought to the church parking lot, 

Saturday, December 5, 10am—noon. 

 We are offering packages of 2 socks and a hand 

lotion for $20 donation, if you can’t get out to shop. 

 Also, St. Stephen’s has let us know that they have 

a spot; Amazon wishlist, as an alternative to dropping 

things off in person. 

 

We are keeping the tradition of the  

Giving Tree with Holy Rosary parish in Minneapolis. Alt-

hough the families will not be gathering, we can still help 

make Christmas brighter. 

 Holy Rosary is asking for $20 Target gift cards , 

so that the neediest children can still pick out a Christmas 

present. 

 Gift cards can be dropped at the parish office (use 

the mail slot) or send a check designated for the Giving 

Tree,  We will bring the cards and monies collected to Ho-

ly Rosary December 14th. 

  

Any questions about these ministries, contact Deacon Jim 

at 612-920-5030, x19 or jdeshane@ctkmpls.org 

  

OUR WORK FOR ASCENSION 

 

Turkey baskets drop-off is this Saturday, November 21,  

8-10 am. We have over 105 baskets to deliver plus gift 

cards purchased with all the monies received. Thank you 

to everyone! 

 The Prayer Shawl Group again sponsored mak-

ing and collecting scarves, hats, mittens and gloves. You, 

the community, were very generous with items.  

 

199 children's hats, 70 adult hats 

86 scarves, 31 child hat and scarf sets 

14 headbands, 16 infant/toddler mittens 

19 children's mittens/gloves, 29 adult mittens/gloves 

 

This compares to 76 scarves and 355 hats last year 

which were mostly for children.  We were able to provide 

more for the adults this year.  Most of the men's items 

were purchased.� They were graciously received by the 

staff at Ascension. 
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