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Before I Forget 

 

 “For a long time it seemed to me that life was about to begin – real life. But there was always some 

obstacle in the way, something to be gotten through first, some unfinished business, time still to be served, or a 

debt to be paid. Then life would begin. At last it dawned on me that those obstacles were my life.” Alfred D. 

Souza 

 If you have ever gone through a tollbooth, you know your relationship to the person in the booth is not 

the most intimate you’ve ever had. It is one of life’s frequent nonencounters. You hand over some money, you 

might get change, and you drive off. Here is a story of a man and a tollbooth. 

 

Late one morning, I headed for lunch in San Francisco. 

I drove toward a booth. I heard loud music. I looked around, no other cars with windows open. No sound from trucks. I 

looked at the tollbooth. Inside it, the man was dancing. “What are you doing?” I asked. “I’m having a party,” he said. “What 

about the rest of the people?” I looked at the other tollbooths. He said, “What do those look like to you?” He pointed down 

the row of tollbooths. “They look like….tollbooths. What do they look like to you?” He said, “Vertical coffins. At 8:30 every 

morning, live people get in. Then they die for eight hours. At 4:30, like Lazarus from the dead, they reemerge and go home. 

For eight hours, brain is on hold, dead on the job. Going through the motions.” I was amazed.  

This man had developed a philosophy about his job. Sixteen people dead on the job, and the seventeenth, in precisely the 

same situation, figures out a way to live. I could not help asking the next question: “Why is it different for you? Your’re having 

a good time.” He looked at me, “I know you were going to ask that. I don’t understand why anybody would think my job is 

boring. I have a corner office, glass on all sides. I can see the Golden Gate, San Francisco and the Berkeley Hills. Half of the 

Western world vacations here…and I just stroll in everyday and practice dancing.” (Author Unknown) 

 

 Joy is easily buried under the weight of all that seems to go wrong or under all of the constant pressure of day-to-day living. 

Joy is not something we can directly access. It is more of a by-product, an effect of something else. We don’t get up in the morning 

and tell ourselves: Today I must be happy. It doesn’t work that way. 

 Happiness is not something that comes to us from the outside like sun shining through our windows. Happiness comes from 

the inside and shines out of ourselves to others. No one can really make anyone else happy. If you try that trick, you will end up either 

with a nervous breakdown or just plain miserable. No amount of money, love, gifts or even health can force another person to be hap-

py. Happiness comes from inside. It springs forth from our attitude to life. The man in the tollbooth developed a way of looking at this 

job that made his life completely different from the lives of the other sixteen people in their tollbooths. As human beings and as Chris-

tian human beings, we can do the same thing. We choose what attitude we have towards our lives and towards all that makes up our 

lives. 

 Two basic sources of happiness are pointed out in the scriptures for the Third Sunday of Advent. In the first place, happiness 

comes when live as we should. Paul tells us to “think before we do anything,” and John the Baptist urges us “to make a straight way 

for the Lord.” If we are not doing what we know we should be doing, then we are choosing to be miserable. If we don’t live according 

to our convictions as Christians, then we will experience being torn apart inside. We will be restless and uneasy. So, our first source 

of happiness is being true to who we are as followers of Christ. 

 Happiness also comes from knowing we are loved. Mary declares, “My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” And, Isaiah says, 

“My soul rejoices in my God, for God has clothed me in the garments of salvation.” Both Isaiah and Mary are declaring that joy comes 

to them from God who saves them by loving them. All of us should be able to say those same words. 

 If we share God’s love with others, we will experience true and lasting joy. 

Forward together and no one left behind,  

Fr. Bill 
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Please remember in your prayers: 

 Mike Coogan, Fr. Doug Dandurand,                

Kelley Deshler, Joanne Dick,  Walter Dick,  Chuck Gor-

man, Mary Ann Hansen, Eileen Hoy,  Dan Ivory, Steve 

Kean, Tomi Kean,  Joan Kelly, Anna Kinney, Mary Koby. 

Jozef Lazar, Mary Lee, Stefan Skorich, Mary Jane Stein-

hagen, Lydia Spanier, Angie Tucker, Pat Urick, Diane 

Wielinski  

If you would like someone remembered in prayer on this 

list, please call Jim DeShane, .612-920-5030, ext.14. 

OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES 

  

REVERSE ADVENT  

CALENDAR 

 

Continue to  mark the days of 

Advent until Christmas by 

designating a box or  

basket in your home where 

you will collect gifts for peo-

ple in need.  

 Then donate the contents at our monthly food 

collection during the Christmas season on Saturday, 

January 2, 10 am—noon. 

 Suggested items such as shelf stable food 

items, cookies, special treats, paper goods, soaps.  

 

Any questions about these ministries, contact Deacon Jim 

at 612-920-5030, x19 or jdeshane@ctkmpls.org 

  

MINISTRY UPDATES 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets for Ascension: 

 Because of the generosity of so many of our 

members, wonderful work of many volunteers, and the 

leadership of three incredible ladies, Angela Lee, 

Maureen Stoesz and Diana Brady,  we were able to deliv-

er 105 baskets to Ascension Parish as part of our 

Thanksgiving Food Basket Program.  We were  also able 

to donate  $2,000.00 in Cub gift cards to help  make the 

holidays more joyful for many families. Thank you 

for  continuing to showing Christ through your actions.  

 

UPDATES ON ST. STEPHEN’S STREET OUTREACH AND THE GIVING 

TREE NEXT WEEK. 

  

 IMPORTANT NEWS We are distributing Eu-

charist to people within their car in our 

parking lot on Sundays, 10:30 am 11:15 

am.  Please view our virtual Mass either 

on Saturday evening or Sunday morning 

prior to coming over for Eucharist.  

 

 Fr. Bill, Deacon Jim, often 

both, will distribute Holy Communion to people in 

their car. There will be no reason to leave your 

car, just pull up in front of the doors, open the win-

dows. 

 We plan to continue this practice  until we 

are able to come back together in our worship 

space, weather permitting. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 CHRISTMAS EVE: 3:00 - 4:00 PM 

 CHRISTMAS DAY: 10:30 –11:15 AM 

 NEW YEAR’S EVE: 3:00—4:00 PM 

 

  If for any reason you can't make this work 

for you and your family please call Dcn. Jim at the parish 

office and we will find a solution that works for you. 
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CARDS FOR COMMUNITY 

 

A fun and loving way to 

connect… 

 

We are asking you to sign 

and bring 5 -15 cards to 

the church office. 

 The cards can be 

store-bought or homemade. The cards should include 

your signature, first and last names, please add “a 

member of Christ the King” after your name. 

 In addition, please include a short message, 

as if you were visiting with the recipient at church.  

The message can be a CTK memory, a Christmas 

memory, words of encouragement during this time or 

whatever else you’d like to say. 

   

Please do not seal the envelopes. 

 

Cards should be brought to church during of-

fice hours or put them in the box on the 

Zenith Avenue steps before 12/14. 

 

Cards will be sent randomly to seniors and home-

bound within the parish. 

The cards will be addressed and posted by the 

parish office, please leave the envelope 

blank. 

Questions should be directed to Dcn. Jim 

DeShane. (jdeshane@ctkmpls.org 612-920-

5030 X19 

 

Saints Men’s Club  

 

The Saints Men's Club is working with 

Waite House � �

� The Waite House has over 1,000 

requests from area families in need of food 

and toys for this Christmas but only has 

donations for 300. Fear not because with 

our community's help we can make a huge impact! 

� This is a great opportunity to get your 

friends, neighbors, and family involved. Help by 

sponsoring a family, making a monetary donation 

and/or participating in a toy drive! �

� The Waite House is distributing food and 

toys on December 16th, so time is of the essence! 

Don't wait! There's still time to make a huge differ-

ence this holiday season! �

�

� Visit�http://www.saintsmensclub.org�for de-

tails. Thank you in advance 

 

 

 Stewardship 2021  

 

 Thank you to all the households that have re-

turned their stewardship pledges for 2021! We appreci-

ate your generosity and commitment to CTK.   

 

 Now may be the perfect time to give the gift of 

appreciated stock to CTK. You may be able to claim a 

charitable contribution in the amount of the current value 

of stock and avoid paying taxes on the appreciated value 

of the donated stock. 

 You can also make a direct transfer from your 

IRA-RMD to CTK and count that money toward your re-

quired minimum distribution. 

 When you make a gift, please check with your 

financial advisor. With additional questions, please con-

tact Paul Zdechlik at 612-920-5030, x15, 

pjzdechlik@ctkmpls.org 

 

A reminder that all year end contributions must be dat-

ed,/postmarked  December 31 or earlier to be part of the 

2020 record.  

� Celebrate December 24, 2020�

on the Church of Christ the King YouTube Chan-

nel for:�

 CAROLS AT THE CRÈCHE�

�

� A special Christmas Eve celebration�

for all ages. A singalong guide will be provided�

for this 25�minute word and music presentation�

of the story of the birth of our Savior.��

�
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Interest rates are great! 
SPRING MARKET IS HERE  

- DON’T WAIT!

Tracie Rossman 
952-201-0522 

www.edinarealty.com/tracie-rossman-realtor

Contact me for a FREE Current Market Analysis!

Contact Bob Bembenek to place an ad today! 
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