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Before I Forget“ 

To grasp God in all things – this is the sign of our new birth.”  - the Mystic Meister Eckhart 

 

Pilar and Daniel Weinberg’s son was baptized on the coast.  

The baptism taught him what was sacred. 

They gave him a small shell: “So you’ll learn to love the water.” 

They gave him a cage and let the bird go free: “So you’ll learn to love the air.” 

They gave him a geranium. “So you’ll learn to love the earth.” 

And they gave him a little bottle sealed uptight: “Don’t ever, open it.  So you’ll learn to love mystery.”    

Eduardo Galeans in WALKING WORDS. 

 

 Within each one of us there is a strong desire to belong. We don’t want to go through life all alone – isolated. We need to 

know that we are intimately connected to others. This need can get twisted so that we give away much of ourselves in order to be 

accepted by others. This can happen because the need to belong is so strong. But on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, that we 

celebrate this weekend, we are asked to remember that we already belong in the most intimate way imaginable both to a God who 

loves us and to a community that cares. Our baptism is the visible sign of the great love that God has for each of us. We celebrate 

the baptism of Jesus and our baptism. This is the first sacrament, and it is the first one because by baptism we come to know who we 

are and what we are called to become. 

 The opening prayer for the Baptism of the Lord: 

 Almighty, eternal God, 

 When the Spirit descended upon Jesus at his baptism in the Jordon, 

 You revealed him as your own beloved Son. 

 Keep us, your children born of water and Spirit faithful to our calling. 

The prayer reminds us that through baptism God revealed the identity of Jesus as his own beloved Son. The prayer then goes 

on to ask that we who are God’s children, born of water and Spirit, remain faithful to our calling. 

 For too long we have seen Baptism as a static reality – one that is motionless – that just sits there like a rock. We talk about 

the fact that we were baptized at some point in time. It seems like something happened long ago to us, and that was that – it seems 

motionless. 

 With many things in life we need to have new eyes – to see what is around us in a new way. In any vocation – marriage – 

religious life – single life – priesthood – we can lose the freshness we once had in the beginning of our vocation. A marriage or priest-

hood can take on a stale taste, so that the idea of being married or ordained no longer is an exciting one. Some folks just accept that 

fact and live out a stale relationship until death ends it, while others want to recreate the fr e shness they once knew and really live 

their marriage, single life, religious life or priesthood with recharged enthusiasm. 

 It is somewhat the same with the sacrament of Baptism. Many of us just grow used to the idea that we baptized and talk 

about it as if it was some event in a history book – the book of our own personal history. But others re-discover what it means to be-

long to God and to each other. These people begin to see their identity in a new way and to rejoice in that new vision. We need to 

constantly renew our commitment to God and to each other, and then living out that fresh way of seeing life. 

 So Baptism is not a static reality like a rock, but a living reality, more like flowing water. Here the truth is better expressed 

when we say that we are a baptized people instead of just blandly reporting that we have been baptized. Our baptism confirms our 

identity. It talks about who we are, God’s children, and who we should become. When the opening prayer (above) asks us 

to remain faithful to our calling, it is to this Baptismal calling it is referring. 

 Our calling implies responsibility – to live as God’s children and as brothers and sisters of all people. Where are 

we to bring the Good News of Christ? Almost all aspects of our identity imply responsibility to others. Baptism is in some 

way the great sacrament of responsibility. All of us become responsible for the life and ministry of our faith community. 

 If we live our lives with the Spirit of the Gospel, then we are being faithful to our baptism. 

Forward together and no one left behind., Fr. Bill 
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OUR PRAYER CORNER 

Mike Coogan,  Fr. Doug Dandurand,  

Kelley Deshler,  Joanne Dick,  Walter 

Dick,  Chuck Gorman,  Mary Ellen Halverson  Mary Ann 

Hansen,  Sylvia Herkenhoff  Eileen Hoy,  Dan Ivory, Ste-

ve Kean, Tomi Kean,  Joan Kelly, Anna Kinney,  Mary 

Koby.  Jozef Lazar,  Mary Lee,  Annette Sadler   Stefan 

Skorich,  Lydia Spanier,  Angie Tucker,  Pat Urick,  Diane 

Wielinski  

We extend our our prayers and sympathy to 

the friends and family of Sheila Woodbeck, 

our parishioner who passed last week.  May 

she enjoy the eternal embrace of God’s love. 

If you would like someone remembered in prayer on this 

list, please call Jim DeShane, .612-920-5030, ext.19 

CTK has been a supporting church of Loaves and Fishes, 

almost from its beginning in 1982 at St. Stephen’s in Min-

neapolis. Its mission is to provide healthy meals where 

need is greatest to all people regardless of socioeconom-

ic, cultural, religious, or ethnic background, recognizing 

that people deserve to meet their basic needs for food, 

dignity, and respect. 

 Through your donations, 

our community provides these meals, 

valued at approximately $650 per 

event.  Our volunteers prepare and 

serve meals on the first Friday of alternate months starting 

in February at Oak Grove Presbyterian (2200 W Old 

Shakopee Rd, Bloomington, MN 55431)    

 This volunteer ministry is headed up by Bill We-

ber and is more important than ever during this time of 

food insecurity.  If you are interested in joining as a volun-

teer, please contact Dcn. Jim at jdeshane@ctkmpls.org or 

contact the parish office.  

 

For more information about Loaves and Fishes, go to  

www.loavesandfishesmn.org 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

We are distributing Eucharist to people 

within their car in our parking lot on 

Sundays, 10:30 am 11:15 am.  

Please view our virtual Mass either on 

Saturday evening or Sunday morning 

prior to coming over for Eucharist.  

In good times and 

bad, senior Catholic 

sisters, brothers, 

and religious order 

priests have served 

our Church and the 

world.  

 Today, they 

pray for a world that 

is hurting. Yet hun-

dreds of religious 

communities do not 

have enough retirement savings and struggle to 

provide of aging members. Your gift to the Retire-

ment Fund for Religious helps provide medica-

tions, nursing care and more. Please be gener-

ous.  

Your donation: see retiredreligious.org, or your check to 

CTK can be designated “Retired Religious”. 

What Mass Means: How Sacrifice and Real Presence Are 

Life-Changing 

 We tend to think of “sacrifice” and “real presence” as 

doctrines to believe in – perhaps with some vague awareness 

of complicated medieval terms such as “transubstantiation.” 

But the logic of the liturgies of the various Christian traditions, 

and the whole point of the Vatican II renewal, is that our liturgi-

cal sharing in Christ’s dying and rising is meant to transform 

us individually and communally. The implications are huge! 

 

Webinar presentation, January 22 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Event is Free. Registration is required (register at least 

five days in advance of the event); please visit 

www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday, call 320-363-3560, 

or email theologyday@csbsju.edu to register. 
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THANK YOU 

A big thank you from Ascension Parish. They 

were able to fill 400 Christmas food baskets. 

WE HELPED with our donations. The event was 

very successful and the parish is every grate-

ful. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

FOR SHARINGTHE 

JOY OF CHRISTMAS 

WITH OUR 

 FAMILIES. 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILIES PARTICIPATED IN A DRIVE THRU CHRISTMAS GIFT PICK UP FOR GIFT CARDS AND GOODIES BAG-

ES. WE WERE ALSO ABLE TO PURCHASE SOME NEEDED ITEMS FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE STUDYING FROM 

HOME WITH YOUR ADDITIONAL GIFTS. 

 

 THANK YOU AGAIN FROM ALL OF US AT HOLY ROSARY CHURCH  

AND CENTRO GUADALUPO 

CTK RACIAL JUSTICE DISCUSSIONS 

 Our ZOOM meetings resume, Sunday, Janu-

ary 17, 11:30 am. First off, we will address the 

events of this week and how they relate to our ef-

forts to work for antiracism. Our discussion will focus 

on the article in the America magazine: “The Racist 

Attack on Our Nation’s Capital” https://

www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2021/01/06/

us-capitol-trump-riot-racist-239662. Finally, we will review 

the work of our committees. 

Zoom connection:https://zoom.us/j/93076787295?

pwd=U3V6anIxZG16LzVTZWkyMkdLbXNVZz09 

 

In February, the Adult Ed group is leading a discussion of 

Caste by Isabel Wilkerson. Contact Ann Grabiel at anngra-

biel@gmail.com.   
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Interest rates are great! 
SPRING MARKET IS HERE  

- DON’T WAIT!

Tracie Rossman 
952-201-0522 

www.edinarealty.com/tracie-rossman-realtor

Contact me for a FREE Current Market Analysis!

Contact Bob Bembenek to place an ad today! 
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