October 7, 2018
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

9900 LYNDALE AVENUE SOUTH • BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420-4733
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Liturgical Expeditions
The word rosary comes from Latin and means a garland,
or crown, of roses. It is a scripture-based prayer that allows us to meditate, with Mary, on the life of Jesus.
Over the next several weeks we will explore the prayers
and mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary.
There are four sets of mysteries that outline the life of our
Lord: Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous. Who better to walk with us on this journey than the Mother of Jesus?

Community News
Bloomington Heritage Days
A huge "Thank You" to everyone who helped make
Bloomington Heritage Days a great event. Nativity
parishioners take a very active role in this community
event. Thanks to those who sold Nativity raffle tickets, marched in the parade, organized and worked
at the bingo tent and concessions, the car show, the
history tent, the robotics demonstrations and the inflatables. Special thanks to Jim Ellison for his hard
work! It was a hot day, but we put our best foot forward once again to make Christ known and loved by
inviting all of Bloomington to Nativity. This year's
raffle and bingo events raised $14,840.90 for our
parish. Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle
tickets and played bingo for making that happen! All
of the raffle winners have been notified and have
received their winnings. For privacy reasons we
aren't publicizing their names, but we congratulate
all of the lucky winners!
Christmas in October?
Looking for vendors for this year’s Holiday
Boutique! Saturday, December 8, from 9AM-3PM.
If you or a friend of yours would like the opportunity
to showcase a business please send an email to
nompto@nativitybloomington.org. Don’t miss out on
this great opportunity!
952-486-3890 for additional information.

Pray For…
the prayers in our
Parish Book of Intercessions.
Please call Kass Lanman, Volunteer Coordinator
of Nativity of Mary Prayer Chain Ministry, at
(952)881-7505, with your request for prayers.
"If you wish to convert anyone to the fullness of the
knowledge of Our Lord and of His Mystical Body, then
teach them the Rosary. One of two things will happen.
Either they will stop saying the Rosary — or they will get
the gift of faith."

Hospital Ministry—If you or a family member is
hospitalized and would like to be visited by our
hospital minister, please call Barb Dockendorf at
(952) 884-1337 or call the Parish Office at
(952)881-8671.

- Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen

Weekly Readings:
October 7, 2018

Sunday: Gn 2:18-24/Heb 2:9-11
Mk 10:2-16
Monday: Gal 1:6-12/Lk 10:25–37
Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Lk 11:1-4

Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 11:5-13
Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Lk 11:27-28
Next Sunday: Wis 7:7-11/Heb 4:12-13
Mk 10:17-30
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Pastor’s Note
We’ve been given so we can give
There is a story back in the 1600s about when a group of early
settlers had the first meeting with the Native Americans, there
was an exchange of gifts made. The settlers gave their goods to
the Native Americans and the Native Americans gave a peace
pipe to the settlers. The two groups agreed to meet again some time later and both went their separate ways.
Some months later, the two groups met again. To show their gratitude, the settlers made sure that they brought
along the peace pipe. The Native Americans, noticing the peace pipe, were dismayed and requested that the
peace pipe be returned. Certainly confused, the settlers returned the peace pipe, the two groups departed and
never met again. What the settlers did not know, was that in the Native American culture, they lived by an understanding that gifts were only given to with the understanding that they would continue to be given. In their words, a
gift must be kept in motion. The gift was not to pass “to” you, but rather, all gifts should pass “through” you. And
this is very much in union with the Catholic understanding of stewardship.
As we continue our stewardship campaign, we are called to look at our very lives in a different way. We are reminded to look at all that exists with a different vision, the vision of faith. For when God looks at all that he created, he did not give it to us to so that we could simply hold on to the gifts. Rather, he gave us the gift of all creation
so that it could be handed on. Look in Genesis: “God also said: See, I give you every seed-bearing plant on all the
earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food...” (Gen 1:29). Notice that God gave to the
humans the “seed-bearing” plants. While certainly, God gave all creation, the seed-bearing plants are emphasized. By highlighting the seeds, God is pointing out the importance of those seeds being planted, those seed being
“handed on” to the future generations, those seed being given to the ground so that so much more can grow! Those
seeds are not meant to be held onto, but meant to keep on being given. If Adam and Eve hold on to those seeds,
there will be no more growth, no future plants, no future sustenance...and what happens? The end.
When we look at stewardship of all that we have, including our treasure, we must see it with the eyes of God.
When we contemplate our treasure, our financial means, we must work to view it as God does. God sees them as a
part of the great gift of creation. A gift that was not meant to end with us, but a gift that was meant to pass
through us for the good of us as well as others.
May God bless all of you!

Mass Times

Weekend Masses
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Private Confessions
Saturday 3:00-3:45 PM

Weekday Mass
8:00 AM Monday through Friday
Saturday
8:00 AM Communion Service
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Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is being offered at the
10:30 AM Mass this Sunday, October 7. Children between the ages of 3-12 are welcome to join. This week’s
3-6 reader and 7-12 reader is Suzanne Stavness.
PRAYER FOR MY VOCATION...Heavenly Father, you
have a great and loving plan for our world and for me. I
want to do my part in your plan. Help me to see the signs
that you give me. Open my heart to respond to You.
Grant me the courage to follow your call. Given me the
strength to serve You and your people with generosity
and love. Amen.
Faith Formation News
Family Faith Formation will meet Wednesday, October 10
at 6:30 pm in the School Cafeteria for out monthly meeting. Please remember your books!
Preparation for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation
and First Communion will begin for children 7 or older
who have been baptized, and have received religious
education in the past year. If you would like to register a
child for our preparation program, please visit the parish
website. Registration is on-line. Our parent/child kick-off
meeting is Monday, October 15 at 6:30 pm in the
church. Please contact Cathie Baier at
cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or 952-881-8671 x311
with any questions.
Confirmation Preparation
Confirmation starts this Wednesday, October 10th at 6
pm in the Parish Center. There's still time to register for the
year! Contact Abigail Rome
at arome.nativitybloomington@gmail.com for more information.
Carmelite Sisters
In the silence of your heart, do you wonder if God is calling you to Religious Life? The Carmelite Sisters of the
Most Sacred Heart of Los Angeles will be hosting a
“Consumed By Love Discernment Retreat” for single women (ages 18-35) who are interested in taking time to learn
more about vocational discernment and Religious Life.
The retreat will take place Friday thru Sunday, October
26-28 at the Church of St Peter in North St Paul. For
more information please call Sister Elizabeth Therese at
626-300-8938 or email: mncomeandsee@outlook.com
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Friday mornings from 8:30 AM—12 PM in the
Chapel. Please call the office at (952)881-8671
if you can commit to one or more hours per month
in Adoration.
“Will you keep watch with me for one hour?”
- Matthew 26:40
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Community Life

2019 Parish Directory
It’s time for the second session of pictures to be taken
for our parish directory. This is your last opportunity to
have your picture taken and be included in the parish
directory. Photographers from Lifetouch will be onsite on Monday & Tuesday, November 12, 13, & Friday & Saturday, November 16 & 17. You can reserve
your photography session by visiting
booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.comyd2ztgrc/.
This link is available on our parish website. You may
sign up at anytime. If you need assistance with signing
up, please contact Judy in the parish office at 952-881
-8671 x310.
Have you ever spent $100 on a dinner at
a restaurant with your spouse? It is easy to
spend $100 on a couple of movie nights,
especially if you buy popcorn and pop
and then go out for coffee and dessert to talk about
the movie. It is easy to spend $100 on a professional
baseball game, a concert, or a play. Now think about
the investment that you want/need to make in your
marriage. Is your marriage worth $100? Join us for the
Marriage in Christ Seminar. If you can’t afford the
whole fee, but would like to attend, please let us know.
We have scholarships or financial aid available. We
also provide childcare, if you need it. The Marriage in
Christ seminar will be held in the Gathering Space on
Thursdays, 7:00pm – 9:00 pm, October 25th, November 1st, November 8th, November 15th & November
29th. Childcare is available. To register, please contact Cinthia Biros at cbiros@nativitybloomington.org or
952-881-8671 x322. Cost is $85/couple. Marriage
in Christ flyers can be found at both entrances to the
Sanctuary. For more information about the Marriage in
Christ Seminar, visit www.archspm.org/
MarriageInChrist.
Pilgrimage to Italy, Switzerland, Austria & Germany
Nativity of Mary is offering to all of our parishioners a
once-a-decade opportunity to see one of the most
amazing plays about the Passion of Jesus Christ called
the Oberammergau Passion Play in Germany. This offering is a 12-day trip with Father Gjengdahl through
the Alps of Europe beginning on July 21, 2020 through
August 1, 2020. We will be partnering with Collette
Travel and Mass will be offered each day. One of the
many highlights of the pilgrimage will be the Glacier
Express Train ride. We will enjoy a relaxing train ride
through the Swiss Alps. If you are interested in more
information, please pick up a brochure at both entrances to the Sanctuary. If you have questions, please contact Cinthia Biros, Coordinator of Evangelization &
Faith Formation at: cbiros@nativitybloomington.org or
952-881-8671 x322.
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Parish Happenings
Dear Parish Members:
Nativity of Mary School welcomed over 300 grandparents and special friends this past Friday, October 5 as
we celebrated the adults who make a difference in the
lives of our students. This annual event concluded with an
all-school Mass. What a blessing to have a larger group
of support for our students. We are still collecting coats
for the Knights of Columbus through the Archdiocesan all
school Mass. Coats must be dropped off at the school by
Monday and will be delivered on October 10.
We invite you to join our school PTO as we kick off our
first ever Family Fun Fest event, Saturday, October 13,
2018.
FAMILY FUN FEST EVENTS –
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018 (11 - 8 p.m.):
A day filled with delicious food, fun and games, prizes,
and pumpkins for you to purchase grown by Nativity
students! Visit the Family Fun Fest webpage for all the
links to these events at: http://
school.nativitybloomington.org/family-fun-fest.html
Trunk or Treat Registration! Want to host a car
for trick or treats on Oct. 13? You must sign Up by Oct.
8! Calling ALL interested parish and families who want to
participate in the Trunk or Treat All are welcome! Here
is the link to sign up, or email:
nompto@nativitybloomington.org
Chili Cook Off and Pumpkin DessertBakeOff: Interested in putting your cooking or baking
skills to the test? Please drop your registration form,
available in the school office or on the Family Fun Fest
webpage by Oct. 8th. Email with questions: nompto@nativitybloomington.org
Candy & Newspaper Donations can be
dropped off in the school office!
Pumpkins to purchase! Pick your pumpkins for
Halloween or for fall decorating. Our students planted
and weeded all summer for the perfect pumpkins. You
can also make a scarecrow for your yard!
120 volunteers needed- Would you like to volunteer? Email the PTO at
nompto@nativitybloomington.org or visit us online
at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080b4aa9af22abf58-family
We look forward to a wonderful event and seeing everyone there! If rain, this event will be held on Sunday,
October 14.

Saturday, October 6
4:00 PM
MASS (†Edmund Theis)
Youth Choir
Sunday, October 7
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
10:30 AM
MASS (†Mary Jane Walz)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Monday, October 8
8:00 AM
MASS (Dave & Alice Paczkowski)
6:30 PM
Boy Scout Troop 374, Cafeteria
Tuesday, October 9
8:30 AM
MASS (Andrew Fourniea)
6:30 PM
WON Leadership Meeting, Conf Rm 202
Stewardship Committee, Conf Rm 250
7:00 PM
Wednesday, October 10
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
2:45 PM
Cat. Of The Good Shepherd, Atrium
6:00 PM
Confirmation, Parish Center
6:30 PM
Cat. Of The Good Shepherd, Atrium
6:30 PM
Family Faith Formation, Cafeteria
7:00 PM
Parish Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Thursday, October 11
8:00 AM
MASS (†Monsignor Srnec)
8:30 AM
Coffee and Conversation, Gathering Sp.
9:45 AM
School Mass, Santuary
11:30 AM
Lunch & Learn, Gathering Space
6:30 PM
Virtus Training, Gathering Space
Friday, October 12
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
8:30 AM
NO ADORATION
10:30 AM
Grandparents Day Mass, Santuary
Saturday, October 13
8:00 AM
Communion Service, Chapel
3:00 PM
Individual Reconciliation
4:00 PM
MASS (†Mike Kondrick)
Youth Choir
Baptism
7:00 PM
Rosary Fellowship, Chapel
Sunday, October 14
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
10:30 AM
MASS (†Nello & Veronica Nottoli)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Baptism
12:00 PM
Baptism
Thank you to Gill Brothers Funeral Service and all our
other contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.
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Sharing Our Treasure
During the month of October our weekly budgeted
contributions are $20,925 (4 weeks)
Offering for Weekend (Week 14)
September 29/30, 2018
Weekly
Year-to-Date
Scan to give
Actual
$19,256
$261,180
online
Budgeted
$21,480
$286,500
Money Counters Please Note:
Sunday, October 14, 2018, Team 2

52 Club Winners!
10/7/2018 —Ernest Lampe—$200
VEAP — $310
Stewardship invites everyone to help build the Kingdom
of God together. St. James tells us "Every good and perfect gift is from above." We acknowledge this understanding when we use our gifts well and care for all that
God has given us. Stewardship demonstrates how we
give of ourselves in love and service to create a just
world and build the kingdom of God. Next weekend is
our Stewardship Commitment Weekend. You will soon
receive a letter and commitment form in the mail. Please
take time to consider how you can offer your treasure.
Then, fill out the form and bring it back to Mass the next
weekend. Completed forms can be placed in the collection basket. Thank you for being a part of the parish and
offering your Gifts to God!
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Quick Notes
Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast
On Sunday, October 14, from 8AM—12:30PM you can
enjoy pancakes, sausage, juice, coffee and milk at the
Bloomington Event Center. There will also be fun activities for children like balloon art and face painting. The
Bloomington Event Center is located at 1114 American
Blvd W, Bloomington.
Virtus Training for Volunteers
We are a Catholic Church and School, so all volunteers
must be verified and trained through the Archdiocese of
Saint Paul and Minneapolis. We have an upcoming Virtus Live training sessions here at Nativity:
Thursday, Oct 11 6:30-9:30pm
Sign up today. You must pre-register for this training
online: www.virtus.org To find out your Virtus status or if
you have any questions, please reach out to Jen Millikin
at jmillikin@nativitybloomington.org or call 952-8818671, ext. 316.
Adoration Across The Nation
Please join us on Saturday, October 20, at Nativity of
Mary Church for The 177 Project. A rosary will be said
at 6:45 PM and Eucharistic Adoration will be from 7 PM
to 8 PM. A Christian music concert will follow at 8:15
with special guest: Josh Blakesley and Tom Young performing. Free tickets are available at ITICKETS.COM or
in the parish office.

VEAP— Thank you for the contribution of 111 pounds to
the VEAP Food Program. This is the total number of
pounds donated between July 1 and August 31. Your
generous gift helps VEAP provide access to fresh &
healthy foods, social services and resources that support
low income individuals and families in our community.
Telephone Numbers
Parish Office
(952)881-8671
Parish Fax
(952)881-8692
School Office
(952)881-8160
School Fax
(952)881-3032
Creative Clubhouse
(952)881-9103
Staff
Ext.
Fr. Nels Gjengdahl, Pastor
317
Jim McLaughlin, Deacon
314
John Shearer, Deacon
314
Erin Dobesh, Director of Pastoral Care
319
Carol Oldowski, R.N., Parish Nurse
320
Cinthia Biros, Coordinator of Evangelization & Faith
Formation
322
Cathie Baier, Coordinator of Evangelization & Faith
Formation
311

Abigail Rome, Confirmation Coordinator,
arome@nativitybloomington.org
Mindy Reeder, School Principal
201
Dr. Jacob Benda, Director of Music & Liturgy
318
Liz Lockhart, Director of Parish Operations
214
Judy Tobroxen, Parish Admin Assistant
310
Wanda Hagerty, School Admin Assistant
100
Terri Weis, Part-time Bookkeeper
321
Jen Millikin, OPCY Coordinator/Admin Asst
316
Jim Ellison, Director of Facilities and Maintenance
Tom Sias & Jill Grimme, Part-time Custodian
Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM—4:30 PM,
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Website: www.NativityBloomington.org
9900 Lyndale Ave. South, Bloomington, MN 55420-4733

