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NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

LITURGICAL EXPEDITIONS

Community News

The Blessed Virgin and the Church

2019 Parish Directory
This is your last opportunity to have
your picture taken and be included in
the parish directory. Photographers
from Lifetouch will be onsite on Monday & Tuesday,
November 12, 13, & Friday & Saturday, November
16 & 17. We still have appointments open. Please
contact Judy in the parish office to sign up for an
appointment at 952-881-8671 x310.

We have but one Mediator, as we know from the
words of the Apostle: “For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus,
who gave himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2: 5-6). The
maternal duty of Mary toward men in no way obscures or
diminishes this unique mediation of Christ, but rather shows
its power…
The Blessed Virgin was eternally predestined, in
conjunction with the incarnation of the divine Word, to be
the Mother of God. By decree of divine Providence, she
served on earth as the loving Mother of the divine Redeemer, an associate of unique nobility, and the Lord’s
humble handmaid. She conceived, brought forth, and
nourished Christ. She presented Him to the Father in the
temple, and was united with Him in suffering as He died
on the cross. In an utterly singular way she cooperated by
her obedience, faith, hope, and burning charity in the
Savior’s work of restoring supernatural life to souls. For
this reason she is a mother to us in the order of grace.
This maternity of Mary in the order of grace began with the consent which she gave in faith at the Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering beneath
the cross. This maternity will last without interruption until
the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. For, taken up to
heaven, she did not lay aside this saving role, but by her
manifold acts of intercession continues to win for us gifts
of eternal salvation…
The Church, moreover, contemplating Mary’s mysterious sanctity, imitating her charity, and faithfully fulfilling the Father’s will, becomes herself (the Church) a
mother by accepting God’s word in faith. For by her
preaching and by baptism she brings forth to a new and
immortal life children who are conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of God.
Lumen Gentium (Light of the Nations)
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
(Chapter VIII, 60, 61, 62, 64)

Weekly Readings:
November 4, 2018

Healthy Living Series
The Lunch and Learn monthly series that began in
2014 has been very successful and has prompted us
to begin an evening series. The second in the series is
Wednesday, November 14, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm., in
the Gathering Space. The topic is: End of Life
Preparations and Rituals.
Answering questions will be a panel of presenters
that includes Fr. Gjengdahl, Pastor, Erin Dobesh, Parish Pastoral Minister, Dan McGraw, Director of Gill
Brother’s Funeral Home and Deacon Gregg Miller
from Catholic Cemeteries.
Coffee will be on and the presentation is free. Come
join us.

Pray For…

Joe Schoenecker
the prayers in our
Parish Book of Intercessions.

Please call Kass Lanman, Volunteer Coordinator
of Nativity of Mary Prayer Chain Ministry, at
(952)881-7505, with your request for prayers.
Hospital Ministry—If you or a family member is
hospitalized and would like to be visited by our
hospital minister, please call Dennis Holisak at
(952) 888-3367 or call the Parish Office at
(952)881-8671.

Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Heb 7:23-28/
Mk 12:28b-34
Monday: Phil 2:1-4/Lk 14:12-14
Tuesday: Phil 2:5-11/Lk 14:15-24
Wednesday: Phil 2:12-18/Lk 14:25-33

Thursday: Phil 3:3-8a/Lk 15:1-10
Friday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Jn 2:13-22
Saturday: Phil 4:10-19/Lk 16:9-15
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Heb 9:24-28/
Mk 12:38-44

NOVEMBER 4, 2018—THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

NATIVITY OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Pastor’s Note
Evangelization and sharing the faith
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
These are the last words of Jesus Christ in the Gospel of Matthew. They are, if you
will, the mission of the entire Church. It is the very nature of the Catholic Church to
evangelize, which means to spread the Good News of the mercy and love of God,
extending an invitation to become a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Very often, however, Catholics will think that it is a the duty of programs within the
Church to share the faith. Or perhaps the mission of the priests who preach and the
nuns who teach. While these programs or “professionals” are important, who can
best share the faith with your friends whom you know personally? It is you!
When we think of faith, too often, we think of it as a list of moral teachings. While
the teachings are important, the fullness of the faith is found in a living relationship with Jesus Christ. We all have
friends and people whom we know well. We keep these friendships alive through our regular interaction with these
people. Then, if we want to introduce someone to our friends, what do we do? First we tell the new person about
our friend, but rarely does this help them become friends. The best thing is to do is to introduce the new person and
your friend. Convince the new person to spend time with your friend and they will get to know each other...and the
same applies for Jesus.
Faith is a living relationship that you have with Jesus and we want to introduce people to Jesus, not just tell people
facts about Jesus. So how do we introduce people to Jesus? The same way we were introduced to Jesus...through
the life of the Church. We got to know Jesus through the Sacraments, through the prayers, through the community
gathered, through the Holy Scriptures with the guidance of Holy Tradition. And if that is not enough, there are so
many writings from Saints and people alive today that help us to introduce Jesus to others. But the greatest tool to
help faith come alive in the heart of others is you. You have the privilege and you are the most effective means of
sharing the faith of Jesus with others...to share not just “the faith” but to share “your faith.”
God’s blessings,

Mass Times

Weekend Masses
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Private Confessions
Saturday 3:00-3:45 PM

Weekday Mass
8:00 AM Monday through Friday
Saturday
8:00 AM Communion Service
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Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is being offered at the
10:30 AM Mass this Sunday, November 4. Children between the ages of 3-12 are welcome to join. This week’s
3-6 reader and the 7-12 reader is Suzanne Stavnes.
WHAT IS A DEACON? A permanent deacon is a man ordained-like bishop or priest-to serve as Christ Jesus who
“came not to be served but to serve and to give His Life
as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). The word deacon
comes from the Greek word for service: diakonia.
First Reconciliation and First Communion Preparation
If you would like to have your child prepare for First Reconciliation or First Communion, please register your child
on line at:
https://myschoolsystems.com/ArchSPM/SPM044/
registration.php?who=student
The deadline for registration is Wednesday, November
14. You can read the requirements for children on the
parish website. Please contact Cathie Baier at
cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or 952-881-8671 x311.
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Community Life

ANGEL TREE OUTREACH MINISTRY
The Angel Tree Ministry is in need of volunteers to help
with our 2018 collection drive. The Angel Tree is one of
Nativity’s biggest outreach projects. We collect items of
clothing, toys, personal items, baby items, and gift
cards that get donated to men, women, and children in
our community. I am looking for volunteers to with help
set up, collections on Sundays, and sorting on Mondays.
Our collections will run from Saturday, November 24 –
to Monday, December 10.
If you are interested in more information or to help
please contact Erin Dobesh our Pastoral Minister at
(952) 881-8671 ext. 319 or
edobesh@nativitybloomington.org
K. C. Ladies Auxiliary Fundraiser
Tuesday, November 6, from 5-7 PM
Spaghetti dinner with meat sauce, lettuce salad, garlic
bread, coffee/milk, and dessert, Wine, Beer & Soda
Available
$10 for adults (12 years –adult)/$5 for 6-11 year
olds/5 & under free! Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary,1114 American Blvd W., Bloomington

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
Friday—Sunday, November 16-18
Location: Franciscan Retreat Center, Prior Lake.
It has been said that the greatest gift you can give your
children is two parents very much in love, with each other. Polish up this gift and put a bow on it at a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. You deserve the best and
your children need to see you reaching for it. To sign up
visit: twincitieswwme.org or 612-978-3635.

$enior $cams: How to better protect yourself in 2019
· Learn about current scams
· Prevention tips and strategies
· Identify legal method and practices for protecting
assets
· 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
· Enjoy a light breakfast with participants
Bloomington Civic Plaza – 1800 Old Shakopee Road,
Bloomington. Registration requested but not required
952-563-8733 or Human Services at Civic Plaza.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal Office & St. John Vianney
Seminary are presenting The School of Healing and Empowerment with Damian Stayne, Friday—Sunday, Nov.
16 – 18, at O’Shaughnessy Education Center, University
of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN. Damian Stayne, founder of
Cor et Lumen Christi, a Roman Catholic lay community in
England, is helping Catholics around the world respond to
the Church’s call for a new evangelization by awakening
them to the power of the Holy Spirit and His gifts. Cost is
$130 and includes meals and materials. Full-time college
students and missionaries of NET and SPO can attend at a
reduced rate of $25. There is also a reduced rate of
$50 for the ordained and religious. We hope many will
come. It is a life-changing event.

New Catholic Preschool opening in West Bloomington September 2019
Nativity of Mary and the Church of St Edward have
teamed up to open a Catholic preschool on the St. Edward campus. The same great Nativity of Mary Catholic preschool excellence with a West Bloomington address. The first preschool class will begin September
2019. Please help us share this great news throughout
the community. An Open House is planned for January
13, 2019.

In addition to the conference, all are invited to attend the
Miracle Healing Service with Damian Stayne, at St. John
the Baptist Church, 835 2nd Avenue NW in New Brighton,
MN, Saturday, November 17, from 7 – 10 pm. This event
is FREE and open to people of all faiths. Those in particular need of healing are encouraged to come. (Over
1200 people came in 2014.) Visit www.ccro-msp.org for
more information, or call 763-571-5314.

Nativity of Mary Apparel
Show your Nativity of Mary pride by wearing apparel
and spiritwear with the Church and School logos! Visit www.apparelnow.com and use the "Find a Store" box
to enter "Nativity of Mary" in the selection box. From
there, you'll see the categories of men's, women's, kid's
and accessories selections. Logo choices include
"Catholic Church and School" or "Catholic Church" or
"Catholic School." Selections include t-shirts, sweatshirts,
bags, mugs and much more. Check it out! All proceeds
go to support fellow parishioner and Nativity of Mary
teacher, Lynn Robertson, who is on a leave of absence
from the school.
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Parish Happenings
Dear Parish Members
October has come to a close! To wrap up the season,
Nativity of Mary School students raked leaves this weekend across Bloomington. This service project brings students and families out into the community to serve others
as Christ invites us to serve. Last weekend, our volleyball
teams competed in tournaments. All of our teams were
successful and we are proud of their commitment and
teamwork. The volleyball 4-5th Grade Team and our 6th
Grade Team did come home with the 1st Place Trophy.
CONGRATULATIONS NATIVITY! Nativity of Mary School
athletics is now part of the 4 His Glory athletic program,
4HG. We hosted our first Basketball Skills program
through 4HG. This movement is helping to create a
healthy sports culture in our Catholic schools. We believe
athletics, when done right, serve as an invaluable tool for
developing well-rounded children. Thanks to Mrs. Steffens for coordinating this event! (Picture below)
Please support us in our upcoming events and programs:
Join us as we support Mrs. Lynn Robertson - a Kindergarten teacher at Nativity of Mary School for 29 years!
She is finally home recovering after 5 long months in hospitals and care facilities. Donations are being accepted
for the "Rally for Robertson" FUN RUN on November 9.
Send your donation to school made out to Lynn Robertson. If we reach $1,000, Mrs. Reeder will run in a "rabbit
suit." If we reach $5,000, Father Gjengdahl will work on
the roof! An additional adult event will be January 18 for adults to support Lynn at the KC Hall in Bloomington.
NEW - School and Parish Spirit Wear opportunity! Go
to: apparelnow.com, select Nativity of Mary, and order
either church or school spirit wear. Proceeds from now
until June 30, 2019, will be donated to Mrs. Robertson.
In addition, Educational Outfitters, who does both Spirit
Wear and School Uniforms will also be donating any
proceeds to Lynn Robertson! Their website is: http://
www.educationaloutfitters.com/MN Thank you for helping to support our school, our parish, and our teachers!
Nativity of Mary School and the Church of St. Edward
are opening a West Bloomington Catholic preschool in
the fall of 2019. Join us for our Open House event on
January 13, 2018 at 11:30 a.m.

We ask for continued prayers for our staff, our students,
and our families.
Mindy Reeder, Principal
952-881-8160 ext 201

Saturday, November 3
4:00 PM
MASS (†Muriel Laing)
Cantor
Sunday, November 4
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
10:30 AM
MASS (†Con Hemmesch)
Small Ensemble
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Monday, November 5
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
8:30 AM
Social Justice, Caritas Room
6:30 PM
Boy Scout Troop 374, Cafeteria
Tuesday, November 6 ELECTION DAY
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
6:30 PM
Stephen Ministry, Lunch Room 207
Wednesday, November 7
8:00 AM
MASS (†Flo Rischmiller)
2:45 PM
Catechesis of Good Shepherd,
Project Rm 204
5:15 PM
Catechesis of Good Shepherd,
Project Rm 204
7:00 PM
Parish Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Thursday, November 8
8:00 AM
MASS (Students of Nativity of Mary)
8:30 AM
Coffee and Conversation, Gathering Sp.
9:45 AM
School Mass, Sanctuary
11:30 AM
Lunch & Learn, Gathering Space
Friday, November 9
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
8:30 AM
Adoration, Chapel (8:30 AM — Noon)
2:30 PM
Fun Run for Lynn Robertsobn
Saturday, November 10
8:00 AM
Communion Service, Chapel
3:00 PM
Individual Reconciliation
4:00 PM
MASS (†Andrew Sirek & †Kenny Pexa)
Cantor
Sunday, November 11
8:30 AM
MASS (†Elizabeth Fibuch)
Cantor
10:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Thank you to David Fongs and all our other contributors
for supporting our parish bulletin.
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Sharing Our Treasure
During the month of November our weekly budgeted
contributions are $21,650 (4 weeks)
Offering for Weekend (Week 18)
October 27/28, 2018
Weekly
Year-to-Date
Scan to give
Actual
$19,234
$347,074
online
Budgeted
$20,925
$370,200
Money Counters Please Note:
Sunday, November 11, 2018, Team 6
VEAP—$227
52 Club Winners:
11/4/2018—Shannon Dahl—$200
Roofing Project Update
Much needed repair work on the roof continues over the
south entry and the Gathering Space. Please note that
there will be some roofing equipment parked near the
building in the south lot while the company is working
over the next couple of weeks. Please excuse the noise,
dust, smell and extra equipment while we continue to accomplish these important deferred maintenance projects - and please pray for good weather so the work can
progress in a timely manner! Thanks for your patience.
Want to get involved at Nativity?
If you are looking for volunteer opportunities around Nativity please contact our Parish Office. There are more
than 60 ministries at Nativity, so you’re sure to find one
that suits your talents. We are called to serve one another and act as stewards in our community—please prayerfully consider volunteering at Nativity.
Telephone Numbers
Parish Office
(952)881-8671
Parish Fax
(952)881-8692
School Office
(952)881-8160
School Fax
(952)881-3032
Creative Clubhouse
(952)881-9103
Staff
Ext.
Fr. Nels Gjengdahl, Pastor
317
Jim McLaughlin, Deacon
314
John Shearer, Deacon
314
Erin Dobesh, Director of Pastoral Care
319
Carol Oldowski, R.N., Parish Nurse
320
Cinthia Biros, Coordinator of Evangelization & Faith
Formation
322
Cathie Baier, Coordinator of Evangelization & Faith
Formation
311
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Quick Notes

St. Richard's Fall Festival
Join our friends at 7540 Penn Ave S, Richfield for a
weekend of fun on Saturday and Sunday, November 10
& 11. Saturday morning and afternoon will feature
crafts, games for all ages, a variety of options from the
lunch counter, Christmas store, book store, country store,
silent auction and more! Spaghetti dinner will begin at
6:00pm, with bingo from 7:00-9:00pm (beer and wine
available for purchase). Come back on Sunday morning
for pancake breakfast from 9:30am-12:30pm! More details are at www.StRichards.com/FallFestival.
Nativity of Mary Parish Library—Caritas Room
It’s simple: If the church is open, the library is open.
Equally simple: Borrowing a book; no due dates. Pick a
book, take home and read it, return it. All books are donated and if you have any books that would be appropriate to add to our library, there is a box by the receptionist desk at the North door to drop them off. Come
browse, there is some wonderful reading just waiting for
you in our library.
Lunch and Learn Series
Come join us on Thursday, November 8, at 11:30 AM in
the Gathering Space for the monthly Lunch and Learn
program. This month Ann Ellison, Director of Community
Services for Fairview Health Services is presenting information on Advanced Directives. This is the document we
are all asked to complete and have on record in our
medical clinic. This is about the conversation you are encouraged to have with your family to assist
you when you cannot speak for yourself.
Coffee is on!

Abigail Rome, Confirmation Coordinator,
arome@nativitybloomington.org
Mindy Reeder, School Principal
201
Dr. Jacob Benda, Director of Music & Liturgy
318
Liz Lockhart, Director of Parish Operations
214
Judy Tobroxen, Parish Admin Assistant
310
Wanda Hagerty, School Admin Assistant
100
Terri Weis, Part-time Bookkeeper
321
Jen Millikin, OPCY Coordinator/Admin Asst
316
Tom Sias, Part-time Custodian
Jill Grimme, Lunch Director
204
Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM—4:30 PM
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Website: www.NativityBloomington.org
9900 Lyndale Ave. South, Bloomington, MN 55420-4733

