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The Baptism of the Lord
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Liturgical Expeditions
Mystics and Apparitions
A Mystic is a person who having persevered in the Christian spiritual life, usually a notable length of time, receives by God's free choice the infused supernatural
grace of contemplative prayer. Through this grace they
are granted a deeper knowledge and experience of
God, beyond that which the ordinary ways of prayer
and Christian life can give.
An Apparition, however, is a charismatic gift granted by
God for some greater purpose of His than the benefit of
the one receiving it. It says nothing necessary about the
sanctity of the recipient(s); although God usually chooses
simple and good Christians, often children, who will
readily accept and do His Will. Generally, it can be
understood as an external vision, created by some
means of God, to represent the holy person depicted. It
would not necessarily have to be the person him or herself. Only Christ and Our Lady (possibly St. Joseph, according to St. Francis de Sales and others who hold that
he was taken to heaven body and soul), could actually
appear in their bodies. All others, and even they, could
appear by some representation accessible to the human
senses. In such a way God appeared by means of angels to Abraham and to Moses.
Well-known Catholic Mystics
15th to 19th Century
St. Catherine of Genoa (1447-1510)
Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
St. John of the Cross (Juan de Yepes) (1542-1591)
Venerable Luis de Lapuente (1554-1624)
St. Francis de Sales (1567-1622)
Anne Catherine Emmerich (1774-1824)
Saint Catherine Labouré (1806-1876)

Community News
Nativity Pictorial Directory
All pictures have been completed. We are in the
process of getting all the necessary information to
Lifetouch so that they are able to produce our book.
We are anticipating the directories being completed
by early spring.
If you had your picture taken in
November, please stop by the
Welcome Desk to pick up your
free 8 x 10 portrait.
Lunch and Learn
Come join us this Thursday, January 17, at 11:30
am in the Gathering Space for the monthly Lunch
and Learn program.
NOTE: Change of Date – 3rd week not the usual
2nd week.
This month Cynthia Johnson, S.W. Parish Life Coordinator, from Maser, Amundson, Baggio, Hendricks attorneys, will present ways to increase your awareness of the health care system and how to utilize the
social worker in assisting you and your family in
times of stress. From home to hospital and back.
Bring your questions.

Pray For…

Deacon Jim McLaughlin

and the prayers in our
Parish Book of Intercessions.

Twentieth Century Mystics
Saint Faustina (1905–1938)
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) (1887-1968)
The humble, simple souls, who are little enough to see the
bigness of God in the littleness of a Babe, are therefore
the only ones who will ever understand the reason of His
visitation. He came to this poor earth of ours to carry on
an exchange; to say to us, as only the Good God could
say: 'you give me your humanity, and I will give you my
Divinity; you give me your time, and I will give you My
eternity; you give me your broken heart, and I will give
you Love; you give me your nothingness, and I will give
you My all.
-Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

Weekly Readings:
January 13, 2019

Please call Kass Lanman, Volunteer Coordinator
of Nativity of Mary Prayer Chain Ministry, at
(952)881-7505, with your request for prayers.
Hospital Ministry—If you or a family member is
hospitalized and would like to be visited by our
hospital minister, please call the Parish Office at
(952)881-8671.

Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Mk 1:40-45
Sunday Is 40:1-5, 9-11/
Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Mk 2:1-12
Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Mk 1:14-20
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Mk 2:13-17
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Mk 1:29-39

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/
Jn 2:1-11
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Pastor’s Note
Celebrate Your Baptism
I remember when I was growing up, there was a plaque on the wall of my bedroom that stated my birthday,
my height and weight at birth and the date of my baptism: December 31st, 1980 at St. Jerome Catholic Church
in Maplewood, MN. I do not remember who made the plaque, but I remember that for my parents, the date of
my baptism was very important. It was only when I became older and understood what baptism was really all
about that I grasped why it was such an important date for my parents and especially for myself.
We celebrate our birthdays because they are a recognition when we entered into the world. It is a great day
for us to remember and recall. We mark our birthdays by celebrations, friends, cake and songs.
And when we think about what happens at baptism, ought we not to have the same level of celebration, if not
even a greater celebration! Baptism is our spiritual birthday! It is the day where the grace of God’s divine
love was poured into our hearts in a new way and we are “birthed” into the life of the Church, into this new
family where we call each other “brothers and sisters in Christ” and we now address God as “Father.” Just as
our physical life was a pure gift from our parents, our spiritual life is a gift from God and ought to be recognized as such.
Pope Francis recently said of our baptisms, “Sometimes it’s something we don’t remember but a way we can
definitely remember it and incorporate it into our lives is to celebrate the date of our baptism...it's the date of
our rebirth as children of God.” He even gave all of us the “homework” of finding the date of our baptism
within one week...and I echo that challenge to you...if you do not know it, find the date of your baptism and
then, celebrate it with great joy, because it was on that day that the Holy Spirit washed you free of original
sin; it was on that day that you were received into the Body of Christ, the Church; it was on that day that you
were able to call God “Father” for the first time; it was on that day that the grace and mercy of God poured
into your heart in a definitive and transformative way.
Our birthdays are special and for us as Catholics our spiritual birthdays are joyous occasions. Let us celebrate
the anniversary of our baptisms with great joy because it is through this sacrament that we become children of
God.
Homily homework question: What insect did Fr. Gjengdahl reference in his homily to describe baptism and how
did this relate to baptism?

Mass Times

Weekend Masses
Saturday Mass 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Private Confessions
Saturday 3:00-3:45 PM

Weekday Mass
8:00 AM Monday through Friday
Saturday
8:00 AM Communion Service
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Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is being offered at the
10:30 AM Mass this Sunday, January 13. Children between the ages of 3-12 are welcome to join. This week’s
3-6 reader is Dottie Kaye and the 7-12 reader is Tom
Burns.
Welcome Home Service Project
Would you like to help families move out of homelessness? We are collecting kitchen supplies for our Family
Faith Formation Special Sunday gathering on Sunday,
January 27. Families from Faith Formation will meet to
create Kitchen Packs for Bridging. These Kitchen packs
are given as a "welcome home" gift from a community
organization to help move a family out of homelessness
into a home. There are collection bins at both entrances
for the following NEW or gently used items: can openers,
dish towels/cloths, mixing spoons, spatulas, dish scrubbers,
hot pads or oven mitts, ladles, measuring spoons/cups,
pizza cutters, vegetable peelers, or whisks.

Helpful hint: Dollar Stores carry all of these items and
would be perfectly acceptable for this project!
Confirmation students may participate in this service project as one of their required service activities.
If you have any questions about the program or would
like to donate cash to purchase items for this program,
please contact Cathie Baier
at cbaier@nativitybloomington.org or call 952-8818671 x311.
WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference
Saturday, March 2, 2019, St. Vincent de Paul, (9100
93rd Ave N), Brooklyn Park, MN
WINE: Women In the New Evangelization invites you to the
5th annual WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference with an
optional evening gathering on Friday. The Saturday conference runs from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. The day includes
inspirational talks by Catholic singer and storyteller ValLimar Jansen; Catholic evangelist, author, and retreat
leader, Kathleen Beckman; and St. Paul’s own Bible teacher, author and singer, Elizabeth Kelly. You are invited to
come at 8 a.m. for Mass celebrated by Bishop Andrew
Cozzens. Register today at the early bird price of $55 or
register for the Friday Social Gathering & Saturday Conference for $100. For more information and to register,
visit WINEconference.org.
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Community Life
Come Support Lynn Robertson
We invite you to join us on Friday, January 18, at the
Bloomington Knights of Columbus (1114 American
Boulevard W, Bloomington) to support Mrs. Robertson,
Nativity Kindergarten teacher of 29 years. You may
have heard or seen in the bulletin that she has been
going through months of medical hardship. She returned home during the holidays and is continuing to
recover doing extensive and expensive therapy. Join
us to help support Lynn and her family. Tickets are on
sale after mass at both entrances. Presale tickets are
$10 or $15 at the door. Hope to see you there!
Men of Nativity—Men’s Weekend
Even the best lumberjack takes time to sharpen his axe!!
Sharpen the edge of your Spirituality this coming New
Year 2019!! 2019 Retreat Theme: Rejoice and Be
Glad-Our Call to Holiness Today. What is holiness?
What are the challenges we face on our road to holiness? Experience-conferences, talks, Guided prayer,
Confession, Stations, the Rosary, and Mass.
Men’s Retreat Weekend—February 1-3 (noon), 2019
Franciscan Retreat and Spirituality Center—Prior Lake,
MN. To Register or questions----952-447-2182
Or Contact Jim Eddleston—952-895-9808.
Grief to Grace: Healing the Wounds of Abuse
Grief to Grace is a program helping victims of abuse
to discover spiritual healing and transformation, led by
a professionally trained team, and based on a strong
Christian foundation and solid psychological principles.
It was created to end the isolation and secret pain of
abuse victims within a supportive and confidential retreat setting. Limited registration remains for the February 24—March 1 retreat. Participants will embark upon a 5-day restorative journey of faith to find healing
through living scriptures, journaling, group activities,
and therapeutic counseling. It is a pilgrimage – meant
to stop the emotional chaos of abuse, find a new beginning through Christ and in so doing, replace the suffering with a life capable of love and happiness that
was lost as a victim of abuse. “The communal experience of healing, seeing and feeling each other’s pain
was profound. Validating was so powerful. I felt that
our safety was considered at all levels.” To register,
email diane@grieftograce.org or call 612-440-7247.
More information is at www.grieftograce.org or call
local psychologist/facilitator Nancy Blume at 612-8193931.
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Parish Happenings
Dear Parish Members:
Nativity of Mary School students and staff returned to
school ready for learning after the joyous Christmas and
New Year's break. For the month of January our virtue of
focus is "Gratitude," learning to be thankful for all of the
blessings in our lives. Join us this January at our Open
House events to learn about our Preschool to Grade 8
programs and our new preschool campus, "Faithful Beginnings - at the Church of St. Edward":
SUNDAY-January 27, 2019 - Nativity of Mary Preschool to Grade 8 "Super Hero" Open House (12 – 2
p.m.) Bring the whole family for activities and tours.
Come dressed up in your favorite super hero costume,
take photos with our super heroes, meet animals from
around the world, participate in activities and tours, and
talk with our teachers. Learn about our new preschool
campus opening at the Church of St. Edward. This is a
great day to learn about the Nativity difference!
WEDNESDAY-February 6, 2019:
REGISTRATION NIGHT (5 – 7 p.m.)
We will have computers available for online registration
at both locations. Come to Nativity of Mary School enter
through DOOR #12 – The Preschool/Gym entrance.
Teachers will be available. This is a parent night so that
we can answer your questions and help you register.
Nativity of Mary School fundraisers: Thank you for supporting Nativity! Thanks for purchasing raffle tickets
through our 52 Club raffle. Winners will be announced
each week.
Nativity of Mary School Annual Fund: To date we have
received $37,355 toward our goal of $85,000. If you
wish to make a gift to the school, donations can be
dropped off in the collection baskets, marked school, or
in the school office. Thank you for supporting our school
and our students.
Join us at our "Rally for Robertson" Fundraiser
on Friday, January 18 at 7 p.m. at the KC Hall in
Bloomington.
Tickets are available in the school office or at the door.
All profits will benefit Lynn Robertson who was hospitalized 5 months this past summer and fall.
Blessings as we begin 2019 together!
Blessings,
Mindy Reeder, Principal
952-881-8160 ext 201

Saturday, January 12
4:00 PM
MASS (†Laura Tacl-Murray)
Cantor
Sunday, January 13
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
9:00 AM
RCIC, School Conf. Room 250
10:30 AM
MASS (†Matt & Mary Ellen Jennings)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
12:30 PM
Sacramental Prep., Gathering Space
6:30 PM
Sacramental Prep., Gathering Space
7:00 PM
Rosary Fellowship, Chapel
Monday, January 14
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
6:30 PM
Sacramental Prep., Gathering Space
Tuesday, January 15
8:00 AM
MASS (†Ivona Risacher)
1:00 PM
Science Fair, Gathering Space (1-7pm)
5:30 PM
Cub Scout Pack 374, Cafeteria
6:30 PM
Stephen Ministry, Lunch Rm 207
Wednesday, January 16
8:00 AM
MASS (Annie Ager)
2:30 PM
Catechesis of Good Shepherd, Rm 204
7:00 PM
PTO, Gathering Space
7:00 PM
RCIA, Conference Rm 250
Thursday, January 17
8:00 AM
MASS (†Rose Austin)
8:30 AM
Coffee & Conversation, Gathering Space
9:45 AM
School Mass, Church
6:30 PM
Sacramental Prep, Gathering Space
7:00 PM
Finance Commission, Conf. Rm 250
Friday, January 18
8:00 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
8:30 AM
Adoration, Chapel (8:30 am—Noon)
Saturday, January 19
8:00 AM
Communion Service, Chapel
3:00 PM
Individual Reconciliation
4:00 PM
MASS (†Olivia Fischer)
Cantor
Sunday, January 20
8:30 AM
MASS (Nativity of Mary Parish)
Cantor
9:00 AM
RCIC, School Conf. Room 250
10:30 AM
MASS (†Rosemary & Gary Mack)
Parish Choir
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
12:00 PM
Pre-Baptism Class, Conf. Rm 250
Thank you to Home-Finders Realty and all our other
contributors for supporting our parish bulletin.
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Sharing Our Treasure

Quick Notes

During the month of January our weekly budgeted
contributions are $34,060 (5 weeks)
Offering for Weekend (Week 25)
December 15/16, 2018
Weekly
Year-to-Date
Actual
Budgeted

Scan to give
online

Angel Tree 2018
Advent and Christmas has come and gone but your generosity in making our 2018 Angel Tree a success has not
been forgotten! Thank you to all who donated items.
People of all ages received the gifts you have donated
which helped to make their Christmas a little brighter. For
others, because of your kindness, they’ll have access to
daily necessities that they are without and that most take
for granted.

Due to software problems we are unable to submit the
numbers for the last 2 weeks. We will be caught up to
date by next week with all December & January donations. Thank you for your patience.

We collected 516 Angels and $2,445.00 in gift cards.
Many Angels were returned with several gifts attached
and some gifts were donated without Angels so our angel
count is much higher.

Money Counters Please Note:
Sunday, January 20, 2019 Team 6

Thank-you to the many volunteers, young and old, for
giving of your time to help collect, sort, box up and deliver the gifts. This ministry is a success because of your help!

By January 31, 2019 each parish family will receive their
individual contribution statement for the 2018 calendar
year. Contribution statements may only include taxdeductible contributions given in 2018. Please contact Liz
Lockhart in the Parish Office at 952-881-8671 ext 214
if you have any questions regarding your record of contributions to Nativity of Mary. Please note that non taxdeductible contributions such as IRA donations, donations
given through a charitable organization or donor-advised
fund, and stock gifts are not able to be listed on your
contribution statement. Thank you for your generous support of the parish.

“Thank you all! Once again your generosity has given the
Residents a Christmas they will long remember. I wish I
could share pictures of their surprise, excitement and
amazement at the wonderful gifts. Please know in your
hearts that you have made a change in their lives.” Mary
Jo, Recreation Director
The Estates of Bloomington

Making a Difference Today and…Tomorrow…
Leave a legacy for future generations by remembering
Nativity of Mary in your will or estate planning. Contact
the Parish Office at (952)881-8671 to learn more.
Telephone Numbers
Parish Office
Parish Fax
School Office
School Fax
Creative Clubhouse

(952)881-8671
(952)881-8692
(952)881-8160
(952)881-3032
(952)881-9103

Staff
Fr. Nels Gjengdahl, Pastor
Jim McLaughlin, Deacon
John Shearer, Deacon
Baier, Cathie, Coord. Of Evang./Faith Formation
Dobesh, Erin, Director of Pastoral Care
Elizondo, John, Maintenance Manager
Hagerty, Wanda, School Admin. Asst.
Lockhart, Liz, Director of Parish Operations

Ext.
317
314
314
311
319
315
100
214

Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, January 26, from 5 PM - 7:30 PM at St Bonaventure, Ambrose Hall, 901 E 90th St., Bloomington
Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at the door. Children
under 6 are free. Menu includes: Caesar salad, spaghetti
(with or without meat), toasted garlic bread, dessert and
beverages. Tickets are available at the parish
office or on weekends after masses at St Boni’s.

Oldowski, Carol, Parish Nurse
Reeder, Mindy, School Principal
Tobroxen, Judy, Parish Admin. Asst.
Weis, Terri, Part-Time Bookkeeper
Abigail Rome, Confirmation
arome@nativitybloomington.org
Tom Sias, Part-time Custodian
Jill Grimme, Lunch Director

320
201
310
321

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM—4:30 PM,
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Website: www.NativityBloomington.org
9900 Lyndale Ave. South, Bloomington, MN 55420-4733

